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EDITOR’S PREFACE.

Ix making this collection of Kossuth’s speeches in New
England, T have thought it advisable to combine with it
a descriptive account of his visit, with full details of the
incidents of his reception in the various ecities and towns.
These are taken almost wholly from the local newspapers, and
from the daily reports in the Boston and New York journals.
I have used freely, the reports of Mr. Coggshall, in the
Tribune; and still more freely those of Mr. List, in the
Commonwealth. To the latter, in fact, I am indebted for
most of the descriptive part, and for nearly all the copies
I have used of Kossuth’s speeches. In general, the
reports of the visits are taken with as little alteration as
possible, and a good deal has been admitted that my own
taste would have led me to reject. But, as the record of a
most interesting event in the history of Massachusetts, it
seemed to me that the book ought to contain, as nearly as
possible, the impression that Kossuth’s visit made upon eye-
witnesses, trained to observe and to communicate their
observations, and the account of it that was read from day
to day by the people, whose guest he was.

The addresses made to Kossuth form an important part
of the book. In almost every case, they have been revised,
at my request, by the speakers themselves. On the whole,
they well sustain the reputation of Massachusetts for
eloquence ; and it may be doubted whether any other state
which Kossuth visited can offer an equally respectable
array of addresses to him.



v PREFACE.

For revised copies of these addresses, and for reports of
Kossuth’s reception in various parts of the state, I am
indebted to the editors of the Springfield Republican, the
Worcester Spy, the Plymouth Rock, and the Lynn Bay
State. Also, to the Hon. A. N. Skinner, Mayor of New
Haven ; to Hon. Henry Wilson, President of the Senate ;
to Hon. N. P. Banks, Jr., Speaker of the House ; to Hon.
Anson Burlingame ; to Hon. S. C. Phillips, Hon. W. B.
Calhoun, Hon. C. W. Upham, Hon. Foster Hooper; to
Richard Frothingham, Jr., Esq., Mayor of Charlestown ;
and to Messrs. Erastus Hopkins, Wm. B. Greene, George
Allen, Jr., Ralph Waldo Emerson, and Charles M. Ellis.
To Mr. A. J. Marsh, of Holden, I am indebted for a
phonographic report of the Kossuth meeting, in the City
Hall, at Worcester, from which I have copied the speeches
of Messrs. Kellogg and Burlingame, of which no report has
heretofore been given. There has been considerable con-
troversy about the speech of Mr. Burlingame, which I have
therefore given in full, from Mr. Marsh’s report, the
accuracy of which I can testify to, from my own distinct
recollection of the speech.

By the liberality of the publisher, the profits of the sale
of this book will be given to Kossuth. It remains only to
add, that the official documents in the Appendix have been
obtained from authentic sources, and that the uncommon
interest of Kossuth’s last speech or lecture in New York

has induced me to give it insertion at the end of the
volume.

CaMBRIDGE, Mass., July 10, 1852.
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KOSSUTH IN NEW ENGLAND.

INVITATION TO MASSACHUSETTS.

ToE Legislature of Massachusetts came together on Wednesday,
January 7, 1852. On that day, on motion of the Honorable Charles
Theodore Russell, of Boston, a senator from the county of Suffolk,
the Senate ordered that ‘“‘a committee, with such of the House ag’
may join, be appointed to consider the expediency of inviting Louig
Kossuth to visit the capital of the state, and tender him the hospital-* -
ities of the commonivealth.” ;

Messrs. Russell of Suffolk, Burlingame of Middlesex, and Griswold
of Franklin, were appointed as the committee on the part of the
Senate. ' )

On the same day, the House of Representatives, by unanimous vote,
concurred in the order from the Senate. On motion, however, of Mr.
Erastus Hopkins of Northampton, the vote was reconsidered ; and, on
‘the next day, January 8, Mr. Hopkins asked leave to introduce the
following resolution : J

“ Resolved, That His Excellency the Governor be authorized and
empowered, in the name and in behalf of the people of this common--
wealth, to invite Louis Kossuth to visit this capital during the present’
session of the Legislature.”

Mr. Hopkins said he did not move the reconsideration of the vote
of yesterday, concurring in the order of the Senate, because opposed to
the measure, but because, on inspecting it, he saw that it provided for
a committee: to consider the expediency of inviting Kossuth. He was
well aware that this was parliamentary phraseology ; but he thought
the present occasion justified a departure from the more rigid (and
ordinarily more safe) parliamentary forms. -There was not a man in’
that House,—mnor was he willing to suppose that there was one in
dny of the branches of the government,— who really wished to con-

1



2 KOSSUTH IN NEW ENGLAND.

sider the expediency of inviting Louis Kossuth. Hospitality is not a
matter of expediency. He would break away from the forms, which,
though perliamentary, were on this occasion so awkward and cumber-
some; and therefore he asked leave to introduce directly a resolve
extending at once the invitation, in which he presumed that all were
ready to join.

A leading reasen for action in this matter was the shortness of
time. How soon Kossuth might by events be recalled to Europe
precipitately, we could not divine. At any rate, he was already
laying his plans with reference to the vast west, and no time should be
lost in extending to him the invitation to visit Massachusetts. He did
not think the ordinary caution of a diplomatic body was required of
us. As a state government we had no diplomatic character, and were
not, therefore, called upon to weigh our words and actions, and to
adjust all our looks and courtesies, as though they were to affect
diplomatic circles. We were simply representatives of the pop-
ular will. We well know what that will is,— that if Kossuth
. should come into our borders, every hamlet and fireside would be
almost deserted, that the people might look upon and press the hand
of this great man, whose person and whose cause find such a
warm response in every heart. We were merely to express that
fecling. It was genuine, all-pervading, gushing; and, in the name of
that people, we empower the governor at once to extend to him the
proposed invitation. In form, it was simple; in language, entirely
unexceptionable.

Mr. Hopkins said there was a fear in some quarters that such
action would lead and commit us to some ulterior acts of an objection-
able character. He had no such fear. The way to control a popular
sentiment, when it was so natural and generous as this is, is to give it
a full and hearty expression.

Those who, though conservative, would repress it, were really the
ones who provoked it to excessive and unruly action. He was, there-
fore, for passing the resolve at once, and giving full expression, so far
forth, to the generous feeling which pervaded all who heard him, as
well as the entire people of the state.

Mr. Hayden of Boston asked the gentleman from Northampton
what he would gain by having leave granted to introduce the resolve,
as then, under the rules, it must go to a committee.

Mr. Hopkins replied that he intended, of course, to move a suspen-
sion of the rules, and to claim, what he felt sure he must receive, the

-
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unanimous consent of the Iouse, who were all anxious to extend the
hospitalities of the commonwealth as indicated in the resolve.

Messrs. Kellogg of Pittsfield, Schouler of Boston, and Earle of
Worcester, supported the resolution. Leave was granted unanimously
for its introduction ; the rules were suspended, the resolution read three
times, and passed to be engrossed by a unanimous vote, and without
debate. In the Senate, on the same day, the resolution was passed,
with only one vote in the negative,— that of Charles H. Warren, &
senator from the county of Suffolk.

This resolution received the approval of Governor Boutwell, who in
his annual message to.the Legislature, delivered January 15, referred
to it thus:

“You have, gentlemen, authorized the executive to invite Louis
Kossuth to this commonwealth. This trust will be cheerfully and
faithfully cxecuted. Your action will be regarded as an expression
of the sympathy of Massachusetts for the distinguished exile, and for
the “cause of European liberty, which he so truly represents. The
common sentiment of America is on the side of constitutional
governments. Nor will this sentiment be satisfied with an individual,
unofficial expression. It will also demand, through the diplomatie
agents of the country, a distinet declaration, on the part of Austria and
Russia, as to their future purposes. If these governments shall assert
the right of interference in the domestic affairs of European nations,
or shall decline to make a distinct declaration upon this point, it would
seem proper for our government to give them notice that we assert, on
our part, an equal right to interfere in favor of republican or con-
stitutional governments, reserving to ourselves, of course, the power
to judge the circumstances and the necessity of interference, as events
transpire.

«If, however, contrary to our expectations, Austria and Russia
should assent to the doctrine of non-intervention, our object will have
been gained. We cannot, in any view of the subject, quietly submit
to the absorption of the smaller states of Europe by the larger, and
the final subjection of all to two or three allied despotisms. Sucha
movement will not only be fatal to our commerce, but to the general
industry and free principles of America.”

Governor Boutwell appointed Mr. Hopkins to be the bearer of the
invitation of Massachusetts to Kossuth. - The subjoined corre-

spondence contains the official documents connected with the mission
of Mr. Hopkins:
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Council Chamber, Boston, Mass.,
January 15, 1852. g
"S1r: I have the honor to introduce to you Mr. Etastus Hopkins,
a representative in the Legislature of this State, who is authorized to
present to you a resolution adopted by the government of Massa-
chusetts. .
. Be pleased, sir, to receive my assurances of the high personal
regard which my fellow-citizens entertain for you, and their devotion
to the principles of liberty and national sovereignty, of which you are
an honored representative and defender.
Mr. Hopkins will make known to you the universal desire of the
Legislature to welcome you to the capital of Massachusetts.
I am, with high personal respect, your obedient servant,
g GEORGE S. BOUTWELL.
To GoverNor Kossurm, of Hungary.

Pittsburg, Jan. 26, 1852,

EXCELLE‘IC’Y The Honorable Erastus Hopking has dehvered me
your kind letter, and the resolution adopted by the government of
Massachusetts, inviting me, in the name and in behalf of the people of
the commonwealth, to visit Boston during the present session of the
Legislature. L

. Be pleased, Excellency, to receive and to express to the Legislature
my most hearty thanks for the honor the commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts — which I have always admired for her steadfast adherence
to the principles of civil and religious liberty, and for her successful
endeavors to extend the benefits of education to all her citizens — has
conferred upon me.

I have the firm intention to avail myself of this generous invitation
before T leave the United States. Allow me, also, to express my high
regards which I entertain for your Excellency, and my gratitude for
the sentiments of justice and of enlightened statesmanship expounded
by your Excellency’s message, ever dear to the heart of my nation, -

« Those principles which you advocate, adopted by the different states
of the Union, will give the weight to the United States in the
councils of nations which is due to their power, and would free my
gountry and the.old: continent.
- I pm, with high personal regard,
... Excellency, your obedient servant, 1
s - L. Kossumg,

-

i

To His Excellency, GEo. S BouTWELL.
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To His Excellency, Gro. S. BouTweLL, Governor, &c.

Sir: I proceeded on the "1Tth ult. fo present to Govemor
Kossuth a package, intrusted by your Excellency to my care, covering
the resolve of the Legislature, inviting him to visit this capital; and
covering, also, a communication from your Excellency, in pursuance
of said resolve.

After an unusual detention, on account of the recent storms, I
found Governor Kossuth at Pittsburg, on the 2Tth ult. A very
unexpected and favorable opportunity was courteously granted by the
citizens of Pittshurg, to present the invitation of Massachusetts in the
presence of a large assembly.convenced to hear the chief address of the
illustrious guest to the citizens of western Pennsylvania. I promptly
accepted the courtesy thus tendered to the State of Massachusetts.

I enclose a copy of the remarks I made on the occasion, and also
of the Governor’s reply, as the same are contained in the N. Y.
Times of the 20th ult.; hoping that all I have said and done will
meet the approbation of your Excellency, and the people of the
commonwealth.

The cordial greeting which I received, as a messenger from Massa~
chusetts, from the citizens of that important section of our country,
was a prominent and gratifying incident of my mission, which I can-
not fail to notice, both as a testimony of respect to this commonyealth,
and as a token of the strong fraternal bonds which unite the various

parts of the Union.
I am, very respectfully, yours, &c.,

Erastus HOPKINS.
Boston, Feb. 3, 1852.

The “unexpected and favorable opportunity,” to which Mr.
Hopkins alludes in hig letter to Governor Boutwell, was the occasion
of the magnificent festival given to Kossuth, in Masonic Hall,
Pittsburg, Pa., on the 26th of January, 1852. At the close of
Kossuth’s long and eloquent speech, the Hon. W. W. Irwin, of Pitts-
burg, rose, and, addressing the president of the meeting, said :

¢ Mr. President, I have the honor to inform you, and this large
meeting, that there is now in this hall an ambassador from the land
of the Pilgrim Fathers [cheers],— a messenger from the State of
Massachusetts, charged with the pleasing duty of inviting Governor
Louis Kossuth to visit that venerable and honored commoniwealth.

[Tremendous: applause.] With your permission, Mr. Chairman, if it
: 1%
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be in order, I would desire that the citizens of Alleghany county
should now have an opportunity of hearing the credentials of that
ambassador, the Hon. Erastus Hopkins, read. [Applause.]”

Mr. Hopkins, rising amidst the cheers of the audience, said :

¢ Mr. President, after the soul-stirring proceedings of this after-
noon, I dare bardly venture to obtrude upon your attention. It was,
indeed, very far from my expectation, when I came a pilgrim on a
toilsome journey at this inclement season of the year, that I would be
enabled to mingle the congratulations of the citizens of the ‘Old Bay
State’ to Governor Kossuth with those of the people of Alleghany
county. [Applause.] But, sir, my message, although not addressed
to this meeting, is addressed to one whom we, in common with you,
love, and whom we all delight to honor. [Tremendous applause.]”

Turning to Kossuth, Mr. Hopkins. then addressed him as follows :

“ GoverNor Kossuti : I am directed by his Excellency the. Gov-
ernor of Massachusetts to present to you the accompanying resolve
of the Legislature, inviting you to visit their capital during the
present session. The resolve is, in fact, no less than in its terms,
¢ in the name and in behalf of the people of the commonwealth.’

¢ Having with this announcement delivered to you the documents
intrusted to my charge, I must be considered as having exhausted my
official functions.

¢ Yet, sir, having had the honor of introdueing the resolve to the
Legislature of Massachusetts [cheers], and witnessing with pleasure the
unanimous and instant concurrence of her four hundred Representa-
tives [renewed applause], I will venture to add a few words beyond
the record,— only such words, however, as cannot fail to be consonant
with the sentiments and hearts of her people. [Cheers.]

“ The people of Massachusetts would have you accept this act of
her constituted authorities as no unmeaning compliment. Never,
in ber history as an independent state, with one single and illustrious
exception, has Massachusetts tendered such a mark of respeet to any
other than the chief magistrates of these United States. And even
in the present instance, much as she admires your patriotism, your
cloquence, your untiring devotedness and zeal,— deeply as she is
moved by your plaintive appeals and supplications in behalf of your
native and oppressed land,— greatly 9s she is amazed at the irre-
prossible elasticity with which you rise from under the heel of oppres-
sion, with fortitude increased under sufferings, and with assurance
growing stronger as the darkness grows deeper [cheers], still, it is not
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one or all of these qualities combined that can lead her to swerve from
her dignity as an independent state to the mere worship of man.
[Applause.] No. But it is because she views you ag the advocate
and providential representative of certain great principles which con-
stitute her own vitality as a state,— because she views you as the
representative of human rights and freedom in another and far distant
land,— it is because she views you as the rightful but exiled governor
of a people whose past history and whose recent deeds show them to
be worthy of some better future than that of Russian tyranny and
Austrian oppression,— that she seeks to welcome you to her borders ;
that she seeks to attest to a gazing world that to the cause of freedom
she is not insensible, and that to the oppression of tyrants she is not
indifferent. [Great applause.]

Tt is well, sir, that your feet have not yet pressed the soil of Mas-
sachusetts. It is well that you landed elsewhere ; that you have sur-
veyed the most prosperous portions of the Atlantic coast; that you
have surmounted the formidable Alleghanies, and planted your feet in
the confines of this great valley. It is well that you should compre-
hend its vast extent ; that you should float down these mighty streams, .
and survey these mighty valleys; that, when your soul has become
expanded by these scenes, and gratified by the free institutions which
adorn and bless them, then, and not till then, should you turn your
footsteps on a holy pilgrimage to the spot where American liberty had
its birth. [Applause.] Its embryo slumbered in the souls of those
illustrious and highly accomplished Puritan exiles, when, with religion
for their handmaid, they set foot on the rock of Plymouth, and
encountered the stern rigors of a New England winter. [Applause.]
Their first-born child was popular Education. [Applause.] Their
second was popular Freedom. [Great applause.] In what words
can the history of any commonwealth be so gloriously emblazoned, as
in those three words, and in the order in which I name them,—
Religion, Education, Freedom? [Applause.] Here, sir, is a tri-
color for the world. [Applause.]

¢ Sueh, preéminently such, is the record of Massachusetts. One
word only need be added to bring her history to the present hour, and
that is but a corollary of the former,— I mean, Prosperity. As the
man of piety surveys her borders, numbers her people, counts their
wealth, he finds a new fact added to the proof of ages,— ¢ Never have
I seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread.’

“I have said, sir, that Massachusetts is the birth-place of Ameri-
can liberty. When, then, you have seen the full stature with which
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she fills these vast valleys and stretches herself over these mighty
mountains, come to our little nursery, so retired from the turmoils
and corruptions of the Old World, and we will show you the cradle
where she was rocked to notes of eloquence which, while they soothed
her fears, awakened a mighty continent to her nurture and defence.
Come, sir, and we will show you the holy spot where the first baptis-
mal blood of the Revolution was sprinkled upon her consecrated head,
the camp-ground where Washington first unsheathed his sword in her
defence [applause], and the fortifications which he first erected for her
intrenchment.  From the windows and balconies of the legislative
halls whence this invitation to you has emanated these spots can be
seen. [Applause.]

¢ Come, then, and stand amid these hallowed scenes; gaze upon
them, listen to their silent eloquence, till it steals through every fibre,
and breaks up every fountain of your soul. Drink with us of these
first well-springs of American liberty, and you will find them still
gushing and pure! [Applause.] Ab, sir, is it not fitting that your
last pilgrimage on this continent should be to such a place,— that, as you
embark for the Old World, your parting act should be to drink at the
most hallowed fountains of the New? [Great applause.] Sir, Massa-
chusetts will welcome you. She is the descendant of illustrious exiles,
who, fleeing from oppression in the Old World, sought freedom in the
New. Her past history, her filial piety, bids you welcome as an
exile. [Applause.] Herself the first in legal resistance to illegal acts,
in constitutional resistance to unconstitutional oppression, how can she
do otherwise than welcome those who follow in her footsteps? [Cheers.]
Prospered almost without a parallel as she has been under the smiles
of a kind Providence, she can give but a poor account of her steward-
ship, unless her institutions of Religion, of Education, of Philanthropy,
of Freedom, can afford most valuable information to all who seek to
found new states, or, like yourself, to regenerate and revive those that
are old. [Applause.]

“T speak of her institutions of freedom. I mean her distinct
municipalities. There is no. centralization there. Distributed into
three hundred and twenty-two cities and townships, it is in these, by
her literally democratic assemblages, that her government is chiefly
carried on. No central government established and patronizes our
four thousand public schools. No central government levies our
taxes to fill her coffers and feed her parasites. Each town provides
for itself, levies its own taxes, sustaing its own schools, establishes its
own municipal regulations, and in each and all of these acts is inde-
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pendent of every other. The cause of Education and of Freedom is
thus reposed in the hands and hearts of the people. Reposed, did I
say? No, sir! it is because of those hearts and hands that Freedom
and Education have no repose, but are pushed into the most active,
vigorous and advancing life !
~ “The aggregate receipts and disbursements of our little democratic
organizations are some four or five times larger than those of our state
treasury. It is true, therefore, that we have no centralization.
Through the system I have described, the people are the government,
and the government is the people. The seat of government’ is a
fiction in Massachusetts, save as it signifies the hearts of the people.
“T have thus detailed somewhat of the history and of the present
condition of the state that seeks to welcome you as her guest. Come,
then, to her borders; witness the truth of all and of more than I have
uttered, as you shall find it attested by our institutions, by the pleni-
tude of our hospitality, and by the acclamations of one million souls !
[Loud and long-continued applause.]” :

To this address Governor Kossuth replied, in the following words :

“Sir: I consider it a providential indication, that the public opin-
ion of the people is developing itself in the constitutional way which
your happy institutions — uniting the independence of self-government
with the power of union — have founded as a rock of your present
greatness, happiness and freedom, and for your future glory. I feel
happy that the Legislature of Massachusetts — of that commonwealth
which can proudly point out those glorious reminiscences of past his-
tory —was among the first of the state legislatures to bid me welcome,
after I had told openly the people of the United States who I was,
and what was my wish. After this avowal, your welcome was more
than hospitality. I have the assurance of it in the official act and
pronunciation of principles of the chief magistrate of your common-
wealth.

¢ Sir, I thank you for the benefit which you have bestowed upon
my country’s cause, by moving these resolutions which I am now
happy and proud to hold in my hands. I thank you for the travels
you have undertaken in bringing over to me this solace; and I thank
you for the manner in which you have been pleased to deliver it to me.
[Applause.] By your words I have already foretasted the soul-inspir-
ing, the heart-elevating flood of that glorious well which you pointed
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out in your eloquent speech, and out of which, before I leave the
United States of America, I will carry home that inspiration which is
wanted to meet adversities and danger, and to hope success, such as
that was which accompanied in such a glorious manner those struggles
the cradle of which is your city-state. Sir, I will come to Massa-
chusetts. I entreat your kinduess to be pleased to charge yourself
with a written answer to these resolutions, which I feel it is my duty,
with gratitude and with reverence, to give.”

Early in April, a telegraphic despatch from Mobile, Alabama,
announced that Kossuth was on his way to Massachusetts, and expected
to reach Boston in the course of a week or two. In compliance with
a resolve of the Legislature, a legislative committee of reception was
appointed on the 12th of April. It consisted of General Henry Wil-
son, President of the Senate, as chairman ; of Senators Burlingame,
Russell, Knowlton, Keyes, Griswold, Bassett and Hazewell, and of
Messrs. Hopkins of Northampton, Davis of Worcester, Kellogg of
Pittsficld, Ximball of Boston, Ward of Middleboro’, Mansur of
Fitchburg, Newell of Lawrence, Smith of Chelsea, Cowdry of Stone-
ham, Nettleton of Chicopee, Hendee of Roxbury, Humphrey of Wey-
mouth, Barney of Nantucket, Morse of Lowell, and Stebbins of Deer-
field, members of the House of Representatives.

A sub-committee, consisting of Ion. Anson Burlingame of Cam-
bridge, General Eliab Ward of Middleboro’, and Chas. S. Newell, Esq.,
of Lawrence, were sent to meet Kossuth at New York, where they
arrived on Thursday, April 22. On Friday they were introduced to
Kossuth, who bad just arrived from Newark, N.J. Mr. Burlingame
addressed him briefly and happily :

“GovERNOR KossutH: We have come to conduct you to Massa-
chusetts in such manner as shall be most agreeable to yourself. Feel-
ing that you must be weary with hearing speeches, we refrain from
the expression of those emotions awakened by the story of your heroic
life. We desire that our intercourse may be as informal as may com-
port with your dignity and pleasure.”

Kossuth took Mr. Burlingame by the hand, and expressed himself
highly gratified to place himself under the charge of a committee of
the Legislature of Massachusetts. He had longed to visit New
England, and was glad the occasion for doing so had arrived.

In company with the legislative sub-committee and a committee
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from New ITaven, Kossuth and his suite left New York by the eight
o’clock morning train for New Haven. He was accompanied by Madame
Kossuth, by M. and Madame Pulszky, Major Hajnik, Captains Gre-
schenek and Kalapszka, and by Mr. W. 8. Coggshall, a reporter for
the New York Tribune, who has attended him during his whole tour
in the United States. A special car was appropriated to the party.
Though the time of his departure from New York was not generally
known, he was greeted with cheers. At Stamford and Bridgeport,
where the train stopped, Kossuth was warmly cheered by large
crowds who had gathered about the stations.

The train rcached New Haven about eleven o’clock. A large
crowd was gathered at the railroad station, awaiting its arrival
Kossuth was received by Hon. Aaron N. Skinner, the mayor of the
city, and by the committee of arrangements. He and his attendants
entered carringes and were conveyed to the state-house, amid the
ringing of bells, the firing of cannon, and the shouts of the people.
An immense multitude of both sexes had assembled at the state-
house, at the south porch of which Kossuth alighted, and was form-
ally welcomed by the mayor, in the following speech :

MAYOR SKINNER'S ADDRESS.

“GoveERNOR KossuTH: In the name of the Common Council, here
present, and in the name of the citizens represented here by their com-
mittee, and by this vast assembly, I welcome you and your distin-
guished compatriots to the city of New Haven, and to the soil of New
England.

“On the very spot where we now stand, a little more than two cen-
turies ago, was a savage wilderness ; and just two hundred and fourteen
years ago, the very week past, a vessel sailed into the harbor, with a
company of brave and Christian men, who, as their very first act, on a
peaceful Sabbath morning, of which ‘the last Sabbath was the anni-
versary, met under the spreading branches of a large oak, a short
distance from this spot, in the public worship of God. You behold
before you here, as you will elsewhere in New England, the descend-
ants of that race of men who preferred civil and religious liberty to all
else which men commonly hold dear; who forsook home and country,
the hearths, the altars and the graves of their fathers, for the great
idea, as one of our poets expresses it, for ¢ freedom to worship God.’

“Those men, nurtared in the school of liberty, and imbued with
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the spirit of the oracles of God, knew no other foundation for human
liberty than that laid in the common education of the people, and the
pure and enlightening teachings of the Christian religion. They
accordingly established schools and churches, as the first step towards a
free and durable republic.  One of our orators has said, ‘ The village
church and the village school-house are the monuments which the
American people have erected to their freedom.” If you cast your
eyes on either side, you will see that the example of our fathers has
not been altogether lost upon us their children. On your left hand you
behold the temples of God; on your right, the institutions of learning.
You will see the same everywhere in New England; the church and
the school-house stand side by side, among the first and most interest-
ing features of the natural and moral landscape. In these institutions
our people have been trained, from the beginning, in a love of liberty,
a respect for law, and in the reverence and the fear of God.

It is precisely because we love liberty, because we respect law,
because we reverence the Christian religion, that we are deeply inter-
ested in your father-land. We know that your own Hungary has been
the great battle-field of nations; we know that Hungary has been the
bulwark of Christendom against the Moslem and the Turk; we know
that a brave and chivalric race has, for ages, defended your native soil.
We have read the story of that young and heroic queen, who, sur-
rounded by the armies of the three great powers of Europe, and over-
whelmed by calamity and misfortune, fled, in the darkest days of her
adversity, for protection, to the brave and gallant people of your native
land. She asked for help from your nobles, and she received it.
When *the pale and pensive, but imperial queen,’ stood before them,
in deep mourning, the crown of her ancestors upon her brow, her right
hand leaning on the hilt of the sword of the Austrian kings, and lead-
ing by her left hand her little daughter, and ¢ committed herself and
her children to their protection,’ the youth, the beauty, the calamities of
the heroie queen, roused to the utmost intensity the chivalric devotion

of these warlike magnates; and, grasping their swords, and waving.

them over their heads, they shouted, simultaneously, ¢ Moriamur pro
rege nostro Maria Theresa.” They made good their words ; ‘they did
fight and die for their queen,—drove back her enemies with glory,
and restored her to her rights and to her throne.

¢ Such has ever heen the spirit of Hungary, in all the ages of her
history,— brave gallant and noble, in the defence of the rmht and the
truth. Such has she conspicuously been in her late contest for

—
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national existence and constitutional liberty. We watched with almost
breathless interest the various fortuncs in the tide and ebb of battle;
we rejoiced in your success, we triumphed in your triumphs, and
our hearts swelled with joy and hope when you drove back your van-
quished oppressors from your soil. And, finally, what a pang of deep
and bitter sorrow and despair smote our hearts, when we found that
all your valor, your sacrifices, your heroic devotion to your country,
had been in vain; and that brave, chivalric, noble Hungary, had fallen
in disastrous but not inglorious battle !

“We deeply sympathlzed with you and your illustrious compatrxots

in that glorious struggle. We honor your country as a country which
deserves a better fate; we honor all those brave spirits who partook of
that bloody and unequal contest; we honor those who poured out their
patriotic blood on the field of battle; we honor those who, for the defence
of liberty at home, now wander in- exile in foreign lands. And we
especially honor him who was the master-spirit in that fearful con-
test,— whose ‘eloquence and patriotism inspired his countrymen to put
aside all selfish considerations, to give wp ancient privileges, and to
grant to the WHOLE people the equal rights of freemen.
" - “We bid you again welcome to our city and to our country; we
freely offer you its privileges and its protection; and, if any of your
number choose to remain with us, we with one accord offer you a home
and a country, to share equally with ourselves in all its privileges and
blessings. But, if you ever return to your native land, we hope it may
be to a land of liberty and peace. And weo devoutly pray that the
great and just God, who holds the destinies of nations in his hand, may
yet make your country a frec country, as happy, as enlightened, and
great, as it has been brave and heroic.

¢ Fellow-citizens, I now introduce to you the illustrious Kossuth.”

KOSSUTH'S SPEECH AT NEW HAVEN.

Kossuth replied in an extemporaneous speech, of which the reporters
could not hear the opening, owing to the distance from them at which
he stood. It was, in substance, that he was embarrassed because he was
greatly fatigued, and it was difficult for. him to speak in the open air.
The following is an imperfect report of the remainder of his remarks :

* % % % T wag very anxious to see New England.
¥ wag very anxious to behold the men who have been reared under her
institutions,— institutions of freedom and religion, upon which the
highest happiness of all nations must be founded. I wished to visit

2
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your state, for I knew it had always been conspicuous for having
furnished an asylum for all that were oppressed when Europe was not
free. I knew that New England had always furnished protection and
an asylum for those who have been persecuted by the enemies of free-
dom-in Old England. * * * *

“Public instruction here yields its everlasting fruit. You are
instructed in the principles of the divine revelation, and therefore
you are a free people; you are an intelligent people; you are a Chris-
tian, a religious people; a people able in the best manner to govern
yourselves. From such men I am not surprised to meet with sympathy
in New Haven.

“ Gentlemen, I am soon about to leave the United States. The first
impressions of which I partook when I came to New Haven’s shores
will go with me across the water. Freemen are generous in their
affections, and always hopeful. They have a place in their hearts
for the misfortunes of others. It was not without anxiety that
I bave met them, lest sympathy for an exile should withdraw their
minds from the subject to which he is alone desirous their attention
should be called. It is not honors and glory which I hope for myself,
but a desire to benefit the millions of my down-trodden countrymen,
which brought me to your shores. The expectant millions of Europe
intrusted to me the duty of laying my hand on the great heart of the
people of the United States; and I wish to carry back the tidings that
there is not only a feeling of sympathy for the oppressed, but also a
bold and generous spirit, upon which we can rely, so far as your own
institutions and circumstances will permit, if we raise the banner of
Liberty, — the banner of civil and religious freedom. [Cheers.]

¢ Now, gentlemen, being about to leave the United Statcs, the mil-
lions which encouraged me by their expressions will soon ask me for
your answer, and my last impressions will be the answer which I shall
give them. Now, I have seen a considerable portion of your country’s
territory, and have met a people everywhere great, generous and good.
No part of the United States will feel offended when I say that I am
glad that from New England I shall receive my last impression of my
visit to the United States; and the answer which I shall carry back
will express the sympathy of the people of New England impressed as
God’s perfections on my heart. [Cheers.]

‘“The chief magistrate of your city, who has been so kind as to
address me in the name of the citizens of New Haven, has been pleased
to assure me that you have felt deep sorrow in hearing the tidings of

i
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poor Hungary’s misfortunes. Let me say, gentlemen, that I believe
there was indeed full occasion for that sorrow. Despotism found in
Hungary a vietim, and violated those principles upon which your own
freedom and happiness rest, and upon which your forefathers built. I
know that there is one God in heaven, the father of all humanity, and
heaven is therefore one. I know that there is one sun in the sky,
which gives light to all the world. As there is unity in God, and
unity in the light, so is there unity in the principles of freedom. Where-
ever it is broken, wherever a shadow is cast upon the sunny rays of the
sun of liberty, there is always danger for free principles everywhere in
the world. [Great applause.]

“The chief magistrate of your city has been pleased to bestow a
word of approbation upon that portion of the people of Hungary who,
to make their country free, jeopardized their own freedom. They con-
sented to make the people partake an equal share in their liberty.
Why did they do this, gentlemen? They did it because they had
occasion to see and know that liberty was nothing, unless it was pos-
sessed by many, by all. They had learned that this only could give
security, and confer greatness. Each country is interested in the free-
dom of other nations. Hungary is crushed ; upon the ruins of Hun-
gary the principle of oppression, of civil and religious oppression, goes
on. From Hungary it spreads over Europe. After having crushed
liberty in all the European nations, after having succeeded in consoli-
dating this power, there is danger that it will go on until it reaches
even to you. The Czar of Russia, in violence to the eternal law of
nature and nature’s God, interfered in our struggle, and declared in
his proclamations his intention not only to crush my people, but the
spirit of liberty throughout the world, because he considered it incon-
sistent with his rights, which he was not ashamed to call divine. Hun-
gary was crushed because our example was considered dangerous to
despotism. I ask you if they, even in their boldest imaginations, can
possibly conceive of an example more dangerous than that of the United
States, with its freedom, prosperity and power.

T believe it is a most dangerous example to absolutism. So long
as it cxists, there is no security for despots, none for tyranny in the
earth. Therefore, I say, if my countrymen were right in their strug-
gles with Austria, if it was a struggle for civil, religious and political
liberty, the United States were interested in-the result. If we do not
succeed in stopping the progress of despotism in Europe, you see the
danger is brought home to you. I do not disclaim that I would have
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the people of the United States not fear to meet the danger. To meet
it may require great sacrifices and great suffering. It is always more
prudent to prevent danger than to meet it. It is more wise to prevent
that our house should be fired, than to wait and attempt to quench the
fire. Upon this have I rested the expectations upon which I came.
I assure you I go back to Europe only for the purpose of meeting the
danger that threatens the freedom of the world. Hungary, by the
peculiar operations of Divine Providence, may now be the turning point
of the world’s liberty, as it was formerly a barrier and stronghold
against Islamism.

“If Hungary is not protected, how is the world to be redecmed?
If Hungary does not succeed in maintaining its independence and free-
dom, soon there will be no freedom left throughout all Europe. Free-
dom and independence have there been driven back by absolutism, and
crushed for the time, while struggling for the ascendency under the
high instruction which your glorious example imparts to Europe. If
the triumph of republicanism shall finally be seeured, I hope in God
that Europe will not imitate those who have established a dangerous
centralism, but follow your own example, which is more congenial to
the freedom and happiness of mankind. This being my convietion, I
thank God that T have been so happy as to have seen you and the
workings of your free institutions; the inspirations of my heart are
s