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In the case of Laszlé Rajk and others for altempts to over-
throw the democratic order of Hungary and other crimes the relevant
documents are herewith presented to the Court together with the

followin
8 INDICTMENT

I accuse :

I. Liszlé Rajk

born on March 8, 1909, in Székelyndvarhely, married to Julia Faldi,
a schoolmaster, a University graduate and former Minister of Foreign
Affairs, of Budapest, of

a) war crimes and crimes directed apainst the people, in
infringement of section 4 of Article 13 of Order 81/1945 M. E.
given legal force by Aet VII. 1945 and of section 5 of Article 10 of
Order 1440/1945 M. E.:

b) the crime of sedition once and continuously committed as
defined in section 2 of Article 60 of Act III. 1930 ; and within the
meaning of section 3 of Article 61 of the same Aet; and

c) the crime of having once and continuously been the leader
of an organisation aiming at the overthrow of the democratic state

order, as defined in section 1 of Article 1 of Aet VII. 1946.

II. Gysrgy Palffy

born on September 16, 1909, in Temesvir, married to Katalin
Sérmény, a graduate of the Ludovica military academy, a former
Lieutenant General, of Budapest, of

a) the crime of having once and continuously been the leader
‘of an organisation aiming at the overthrow of the democratic state
order, as defined in section 1 of Article 1 of Act VII. 1946 ; and

b) the crime of sedition once and continuously committed as
;_dﬂﬁm‘!ﬂ in section 2 of Article 60 of Act II1I. 1930; and within the
meaning of section 3 of Article 61 of the same Act,
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II1. Lazar Brankov

1912, in Stari Belej, single, a law graduate,
?;::g:}; gn.gru;:;ﬂor at the Yugoslav %.ﬂgatiun, of Budapest, of

a) the crime of having once and continuously been the leader
of an organisation aiming at the overthrow of the democratic state
-order, as defined in section 1 of Article 1 of Act VIL 1946 ;

b) the crime of espionage once and eontinuously committed
as defined in section 3 of Article 60 of Aet ITI. 1930 ; and within the
meaning of section 3 of Article 61 ; and

¢) the crime of murder in contravention of Article 278 of the

Criminal Code, committed a= an acecessory to incitement to murder
as defined by section 1 of Article 69 of the Criminal Code :

IV. Dr. Tibor Szényi

born on December 31, 1903, in Budapest, married to Anna Bern-
stein, a qualified medical practitioner, a former member of the
National Assembly, of Budapest, of

a) the crime of sedition, once and continuously committed,
as defined in section 2 of Article 60 of Act ITI. 1930 ; and within the
meaning of section 3 of Article 61; and

b) the crime once and continuously committed of having been a
leader of an organisation aiming at the overthrow of the democratic

state order as defined in section 1 of Article 1 of Act VII. 1946 ;

V. Andrés Szalai
born on February 6, 1917, in Pécs, married to Zora Glied, a graduate
of the technical university, an official, of Budapest, of

a) a war crime defined in section 5 of Article 11 of Order
81/1945 M. E., given legal force by Act VII. 1945

b) the crime of sedition, once and continuously committed,
as defined in section 3 of Article 60 of Act 1I1. 1930 ; and within the
meaning of section 3 of Article 61; and

¢} the crime once and continuously committed, of having been
a leader of an organisation aiming at the overthrow of the demo-
cratic state order as defined in section 1 of Article 1 of Act VIL. 1946;

VI. Milan Ognjenovich

born on June 9, 1916, in Sirok, married to Veronika Kovies, of
secondary school education, an official, of Budapest, of
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the crime, once and continuously committed, of sedition as
defined in section 3 Article 60 of Act 111. 1930 ; and within the meaning
of section 3 of Article 61 ;

VIL. Béla Korondy

born on August 16, 1914, in Erzsébetvaros, married to Edit
Poltiry, a graduate of the Ludovica military academy, a former
colonel of police, of Budapest, of

the crime, committed once andcontinuously, of having been
a leader of an organisation aiming at the overthrow of the democratic
state order, as defined in section 1 Article 1 of Act VII. 1946 ;

VIIL Pl Justus

born on April 7, 1905, in Pées, married to Edit Wagner, a Umiversity
graduate, a former member of the National Assembly, former vice-
chairman of the Hungarian Radio, of Budapest, of

a) a erime against the people, continuously committed, as
defined in section 5 of Article 10 of Order 1440/1945 M, E., given legal
force by Aet VII. 1945;

b) the crime, committed once and continuously, of sedition
as defined by section 2 of Article 60 of Act I11. 1930; and within the
meaning of Article 3 of Article 61 ; and

c¢) the crime, committed once and continuously, of having
been a leader of an organisation aiming at the overthrow of the
democratic state order, as defined in paragraph 1 of Article 1 of
Act VII. 1946,

because

Lészld Rajk and his accomplices initiated and led am o:funiantinn
the object of which was the overthrow by vielence of the democratic
state order established by Act I. 1946.



I.

a) Laszlé Rajk was arrested by the police in 1931, in Buda-
pest, in connection with communist leaflets. Having promised in
writing to become an informer, he was released on the intervention
of his brother-in-law, Lajos Bokor, a captain of police. From this
time onwards he was a police informer and agent provecateur
operating in the University. In 1932 he caused the arrest of Gyula
Schiopflin, Kéroly Olt and others ; in 1933 of ﬁgnea Birki, Jend Széll
and their group. In 1934 the police sent him among the building
workers. At this time the communist urgani.satiun among the buildin
workers was strong. In 1935, as a result of provocation by Rajk, Eﬂg
arrests were made in connection with a strike of building workers.

After this Rajk disappeared for a time ; the police sent him
to Czechoslovakia in order to spy upon the foreign connections of the
Hungarian Communists. After the outbreak of the Spanish Civil War,
Rajk was commissioned by the Hungarian secret police to go to Spain
and report on which Hungarian Communists were taking part in the
war of liberation; atthe same time he was to do his best to carry on
disruptive activities in the Hungarian Rikosi Battalion. This provo-
cative and Trotskyist activity on the part of Rajk made him suspect
in Spain, There was an investigation, he was barred from holding any
office, and later expelled from the Party. Before the defeat of the
Spanish war of liberation he escaped to France, where, in the intern-
ment camps of St. Cyprien, Gurs and Vernet, he made the acquaint-
ance of the Yugoslav agents of foreign espionage services. These,
such as Bebler, Kosta-Nadj, Gosnjak, Maslarich, Mrazovich, ete.
had either been in Spain, like Rajk, or carried on their provocative
activities later in the internment camps.

The French and American espionage services and the Gestapo
all established themselves in these camps. One day Rajk was visited
by Noel H. Field, one of the chiefs in Switzerland of the American
espionage orglani,satinn known as the “Ofice of Strategic Services™
(O58) who told him that on the speecial instructions of his superiors
he wanted to help Rajk to get back home. A German delegation also
came to Vernet ; its chief, a Gestapo major, summoned Rajk to him
and told him that he would be sent to Hungary for “work.”
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After his return home, Rajk immediately reported o
chief, Péter Hain, of the political police, later to i:Pe ;S:ilas?‘sh;,sg]?lg
chief, Rajk said of this:

“I told him everything I had learned in Spain and France.
Hain told me that the Gestapo officer had helped me at his, Hain’s
request.” ‘

On the instructions of Hain, Rajk, whose machinations abroad
were mot known in Hungary, introduced the agent provocateur
Imre Gayer into the underground communist movement. As a
result of Gayer's informing, Zoltin Schénherz, Secretary of the
Communist Party, was arrested and executed and Ferenc Rézsa
murdered. In order that Rajk might not be unmasked, he, too,
was arrested, but was sentenced to only six months’ imprisonment,
In December, 1944, arrow-cross military detectives arrested Rajk
together with several others. In March, 1945, he faced a military
court in Sopronk8hida. The prosecutor at the trial, Dr. Ferenc
Janosi has deposed, in connection with this :

“At the trial Lészlé Rajk said in his defence that he had
long been connected with the police and had done them important
services more than once.”

The trial, which was held in camera, was attended by Rajk’s
brother, Endre Rajk, Under-Secretary of State in the arrow-cross
government, who intervened on his brother’s behalf. Hujk was
acquitted and his case transferred toa civil court whichlater, in Bavaria,
released Rajk; his four fellow-accused were, however, put to death.

Hence Liszlé Rajk was an informer and agent provocateur in

the service of Horthy's police and the Gestapo and thereby commit-
ted a war crime and a crime against the people.

b) At the end of May, 1945, Liszlé6 Rajk returned to Hungary.
He succeeded in concealing his past and playing the part of a much-
persecuted communist, steeled in the Spanish struggle. He rose to he
the secretary of the Greater Budapest distriet of the Hungarian
Communist Party, a member of the National Assembly, Minister of
Home Affairs and finally Minister of Foreign Affairs. Naturally he
vontinued his old activities. About this he admitted in his statcment :

“Iregularly and constantly informed the Americanintelligence
agents of every gue stion that cmppetl up in the Ministr}f of Home
Affairs and later in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.”

American i:lte]].ignnce in Hungnry gave increasing prominence
to the Yugoslav spies of the foreign espionage services, the envoys
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of Tito. Foully abusing the fraternal sympathy of Hungarian demo-
cracy with the working people of Yugoslavia, Tito’s diplomatic
representatives and other official envoys built up their net of espion-
age with the greatest effrontery from the moment they first set foot
on Hungarian soil at the beginning of 1945, First of all they recruited
Laszlé Rajk for their service, as they were acquainted with his past
as police informer and spy. Rajk readily gave every kind of infor-
mation to Colonel Ciemil, head of the Yugoslav Military Mission,
to Mrazovich the Yugoslav Minister to Hungary, to Brankov, chargé
d’affaires at the Yugoslav Legation, and to a long series of Yugoslav
spies who approached him. He handed over to Yugoslav spies
confidential information about Hungarian conditions, about the Soviet
Army, about the Soviet diplomatic corps, ete. which came to him in his
quality of cabinet minister. For instance, he handed the documents on
the investigation of the Ferenc Nagy conspiracy case over to the Yugo-
slav spies while the case was still under investigation. The latter im-
mediately forwarded these documents to the American Legation. Rajk
instructed his under-secretary of state Dr. Endre Szebenyi to pro-
vide all the confidential data demanded by the Yugoslav spies. On the
instructions of the Yugoslav espionage service he employed the spy
Séndor Cseresnyés in his own ministry as head of the press department
of the Ministry of Home Affairs, although he was well aware that
Cseresnyés had been a British intelligence agent. Cseresnyés made
contacts easier between him and the spies at the Yugoslav Legation.

Lészlé Rajk, as cabinet minister and member of the National
Assembly, that is, as a public servant, grossly abusing his official
poeition, gave secrets to foreign powers which seriously endan-
gered the interests of the Hungarian state; by so doing he
committed the crimes of espionage and sedition.

¢) The coming into prominence of the Yugoslav spies was
connected with the fact that American spies, agents provocateurs,
and Trotskyists like Rajk himself had come into power in liberated
Yugoslavia. The Gestapo had sent, from French internment camps
alone, 150 of these people to Yugoslavia for espionage work
at the same time as Rajk himself had been sent home. These
spies formed the bulk of the circle around Tito and they systemati-
cally forced back the honest elements among the Yugoslav partisans,
those who were true to their people. Encouraged by this suecess,
the American imperialists set themselves no smaller target than,
with the assistance of Tito and company, to attempt to bring the

u?untries of the people’s demoecracies over to their side. Rajk said
of this :
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“Rankovics, Yugoslav Minister of Home Affairs, told me
squarely that the people’s democracies must unite under the
leadership of Yugoslavia and Tite,"

In pursuit of this aim the Yugoslav, American and other
intelligence services gave every support in their power to Rajk,
In November, 1946, they gave him Dr. Tibor 5z4nyi for a subordinate.
On the instructions of Allan Dulles, head of the 055 American
espionage organization in Switzerland, Szﬁn}ri had argan_iscd a spy
ring from among Hungarian Trotskyist emigrés in Switzerland. In the
winter of 1944-45 this spy ring was sent by Dulles, with the assistance
of Tito's agents in France and Switzerland, and by way of Belgrade,
to Hungary in an American military plane, as a Yugoslav military
mission, that is, into the rear of the Soviet Army. The Yugoslav
intelligence agents then linked Gyorgy Palffy, a fascist officer of
Horthy’s army, to Rajk. This was in the summer of 1946. Pilffy,
who on his own admission had been an organized Yugoslav spy
since the summer of 1945, played the part of a communist officer
and gradually rosc to the rank ol Licutenant General, commander
of the frontier guard, and finally Deputy Minister of Defence. With
the assistance of these accomplices Hajk established a fairly wide-
gpread organisation. Wherever poszible he appointed the agents of
the impenalists, especially former Trotskyists, agents provocateurs
and spies to high positions. It was thus that important offices in
the police and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs fell to Béla Szdsz,
an agentwf British intelligence, sent home from South America, and
Frigyes Major, an agent of the American “CIC" espionage organi-
sation, Liszlé Marschall, a spy of the French Deuxigme Burean,
who was put in charge of the political education of the police foree,
and the Trotskyists (Gyula Oszké and Liszlé Mityas promoted to
be colonels of police. Dr. Janos Beck, Karoly Hath, Ferenc Kovics,
Jozsef Kalcsics and other old friends from espionage days were
established by Rajk in the political police. Béla Korondy, former
captain of the gendarmerie, as colonel in the police force was com-
missioned to form a special mobile home battalion out of former
gendarmes and Horthyist officers.

At the same time Palffy packed the army with fascist, Horthyist
officers, while Szényi attempted to place hiz agents in the civil
service, in economie posts and in the Communist Party. The adherents
of the people’s democracy, especially workers and peasants, were
systematically squeezed out of the police, the army and the civil
service by Rajk and his spy ring ; at the same time, the spies and
agents provocateurs were released from internment camps.
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The ring was also very active in the political field. Rajk’s
wife was the gemeral secretary of the Democratic Union of Hun-
garian Women. By means of the National Association of People’s
Colleges, which Rajk lavishly subsidised out of the funds of the
Ministry of Home Affairs, they extended their influence to a section
of the youth and students, Rajk, as an “honorary building worker
attempted to extend his influence to the trade union movement
as well, through the Building Workers’ Trade Union. Rajk became
the Chairman of the Hungarian-Yugoelav Society, ete.

In addition to the Rajk organisation, the Yugoslavs built up
their own separate spy rings. Abusing the confidence accorded
them by the Hungarian people’s democracy, they inflitrated not
only into state organisations, but into political parties, economic
institutions and social organisations as well. Their network of
organisation seemed so comprehensive that, relying on Rajk and
his gang, in the autumn of 1947 they set out to overthrow
the Hungarian people’s democracy. Lazar Brankov, former chargé
d’affaires of the Yugoslav Legation, has said of this:

“Our spy ring gradually embraced all branches of the state
machinery, the Army and the Police. Starting in 1945, this
same network of spies infiltrated into the leadership of the
Hungarian Communist Party and the Social Democratic Party
as well as the leadership of numerous social and political orga-
nisations. With the aid of the intelligence service in the state
machinery and in the Army, the Yugoslav Government carried
on widespread espionage aguainst the Hungaﬁan Government
on Hungarian territory. This was what made it possible for the
Yugoslav Minister of Home Affairs Rankovich, according to
Tito’s plans, to take definite measures through the epy ring for the
overthrow of the Hungarian Government and for changing
the state order in Hungary.”

It was to advance the preparations for the execution of this
plan that Tito visited Hungary in December 1947, This visit—which
in many ways resembled the triumphant entry of a conqueror into
Budapest—was made according to the carefully prepared plans
of the Yugoslav leaders and had the purpose of increasing the prestige
of Tito and Yugoslavia in Hungary, just as Hajk and his circle and
their Yugoslav accomplices regularly attempted to popularise Tito
artificially and reduce the great popularity of the Soviet Union.
Returning from his Budapest visit, Tito spent a day in Kelebia,
pear the Yugoslav frontier, under the pretext of hunting. The
Minister of Home Affairs, Rajk, who had previously repeatedly
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conferred with Tito and the Yugoslav leaders, travelled with him
in his train. At the Kelebia station, in Tito's train, Rankovich,
Yugoslav Minister of Home Affairs, summoned Rajk to him and,
whit Brankov acting as interpreter, told him in detail what to do.

“The plan,"” said Rankovich, aceording to Rajk’s statement,
“consists in gradually and inconspicuously rallying the people’s
democratic countries around Yugoslavia, with Belgrade as the
centre, carefully eluding the vigilance of the governments of
the neighbouring countries.”

The so-called Balkan Trade Union Council, the Balkan Sport
Association, the Balkan Young Workers" Association and the Balkan
Women's Union, etc., all of which had their centres in Belgrade, all
served to implement this plan. Concerning Hungarian domestic
policy Rankovich instructed Rajk to

««.."turn towards the mnationalist and chauvinist elements
in the Army, in the Police Force, and in the Civil Service; towards
the petty bourgeoisie in the cities and especially in the villages."

Rankovich transmitted Tito’s directions, aceording to which
Rajk was to liquidate the present leaders of the Hungarian state
and of the Communist Party and them to take the leadership of
Hungary into his own hands. Rajk undertook this task and increased
his activities.

Since March, 1948, however, there was an increasing number
of signs indicating that the Yugoslav-American plans were beginning
to be exposed. As a member of the Political Committee of the Commu-
nist Party Rajk came to know thattheInformation Burcau was about
to unmask the treachery of Tito and his followers. Rajk regularly
informed Tito of these preparations. The Publicﬂliﬂn of the resolution
of the Information Bureau actually did expose and foil Tito’s plan.
Tito and his circle now informed Rajk that new tactics would bave
to be worked out to deal with the altered situation, and that Rajk
must therefore arrange a sceret meeting with Hankovich, the
Yugus]av Minister of Home Affairs, This secret meeting
took place at the beginning of October, 1948, in the deer park of
Antal Klein, a Horthyist landowner, near the town of Paks. With the
aid of Pélffy, commander of the Hungarian frontier guard, Rankovich
crossed the horder i[leEaIIy, tugﬂthctr with his two escorts, and met
Rajk,who was conducted to the scene of the meeting by Mrazovich,
Yugoslav Minister in Budapest, and his mistress, Gyorgyi Tariszuyis,
a teacher in Paks. The conference, which was held in a keeper's
hut, lasted two and a half hours.
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Rankovich informed Rajk of the new plan, emphasising

that it was the result of Tito’s vwn work and that besides him only

)i - knew of it. He said that after the resolution of
:?aﬂﬂﬁnriag:dﬁlﬁu new ways must be found for the achievement

of mﬂilip:.‘l:n;f Tito’s “brilliant” scheme for turning the Yugeslav
people gradually against the Soviet Union and lﬁﬂd:I.FI.g them
into the camp of the Western imperialists. He a]ac.-: explained how
Tito intended to increase the reactionary forces in the people’s
democracies, ensure their organisational co-operation and put them
on the side of the imperialists against the Soviet Union.

“Tito", said Rankovich, “indicated three tasks for the
achievement of this end in the new situation. First, the mobili-
sation of the peoples of Yugoslavia against the Soviet Union.
Second, the increase of the anti-Soviet forces in the people’s
democracies and their closer organisation, Third, the utilisation
in international issues of the differences between the Sowviet
Union and the Anglo-American countries. In the latter case,
we must gain support from the Western Powers against the
Soviet Uniom ... Tito has found a brilliant solution to this
problem ; he has worked out a plan according to which the
friendly feeling of the Yugoslav people towards the Soviet Union
can gradually be hiquidated.”

Giving the substance of this plan Rajk stated :

“The basic principles of this brilliant plan, as Rankovich
informed me, were the following : first, they would only eriticise
the resolution of the Information Bureau; later they would
describe the resolution as slander, but in this period they would
on no account criticise the Soviet Union and her leaders.

"On the contrary, at this stage, they would stress friendship
towards the Soviet Union ... After that, continued Rankovich,
we shall begin tosay, gradually, but more and more emphatically,
that the Soviet Union is responsible for our failure to carry out the
Yugoslav Five Year Plan and with it the plans for Socialist con-
struction; and in particular we shall make them responsible for
our failure to bring about the promised rise in the living standards
of the masses . ., $[‘l:niﬁ propaganda would doubtless be very effec-
tive, said Rankovich, [t will transform our people’s friendship
towards the Soviet Union into hatred ... According to Tito’s
estimate, Hankovich said, this propaganda will smooth the path
towarde explaining to our masses why Tito is turning towards
the Western Powers instead of the Soviet Union.”
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About Hungary Rajk said in his statement :

“Very soon after this Tito was to begin an intensive
campaign against the leaders of the Hungarian government and
state. They were to accuse Rikosi of revisionism and say that
under his leadership the Hungarian government attempted
to annex territories peopled by Hungarians. Having thus
created differences between the Hungarian and Yugoslav people
they were at the appropriate moment to raise the issue in the
Yugeslav Parliament. This action was to be followed by frontier
incidents for which Yugoslavia would make Hungary responsible.”

According to the plan proposed by Rankovich, these frontier
incidents would serve the purpose of giving a formal pretext to
Yugoslavia for violent military intervention against Hungary, for
the armed occupation of part of Hungarian territory. This
intervention was to take place at a time when the Soviet Union
would be occupied by being involved in some sort of international
complication. Furt of the armed military action would be for sec-
tions of the Yugoslav Army to be sent across the frontier wearing
Hungarian uwniforms. The plan also provided for the invasion of
Hungary by gendarmes, arrow-cross men and Horthyists in Hun-
garian uniform —all collected in the British and American occu-
pation zones and passing through Yugoslav territory.

The plan involved the “physical liquidation” of some of the
ministers of the Hungarian government, first of all, of Mityis
Rakesi, Mihaly Farkas and Emé Gerd.

Rankovich reassured the anxious Rajk, saying that they had
great experience in this field :

“Among Tito’s enemies quite a few could talk of the methods
with which Tito and he (Rankovich) rid themselves of their
enemies,”

Rankovich proposed to Rajk that the murder of the leading
members of the Hungarian government should be undertaken by
Palffy and his men in the Army.

“Think about various ways for this liquidation” Rankovich
said, “in one case we might bring about an accident, in another
suicide, the third might die of a sudden illness or could be killed
in his flat and later an adequate explanation might be given,
for instance, that he was shot while attempting to escape.”

In conclusion, Rankovich gave Rajk Tito’s instructions and
his conditions :
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“The Yugoslav aid puts such natural obligations upon Hungary
towards Yugoslavia as are incontestable. Questions of Hungarian
foreign and domestic policy, which will be directed by me and
Anton Rob, as well as army matters, must all be made to con-
form to the interests of Yugoslavia, Secondly, Hungarian industry
must make sacrifices for the fulflment of the Yugoslav econo-
mic plans.”
Rankovich also gave instructions regarding the new govern-
ment. The Prime Minister of the new government was to be Laszls
‘Rajk ; its Minister of Home Affairs, Anton Rob (one of the heads of
the Yugoslav intelligence service, the UDB, in Hungary); Minister
of Defence, Gyorgy Palffy, a Yugoslav spy. Rankovich added :

“Tito would not object if in this future government the leaders
of the Social Democratic Party who had fled to the West and
several persons from the circle of Ferenc Nagy, were included.”

The political directives also prescribed that Rajk should seek
the support of the followers of Isort.hy and Szilasi, the Catholic
reactionaries, and the kulaks. In connection with the latter he
should emphasize the Yugoslav example, where “Tito does not fight
against the kulaks.” Finally Rankovich said that for the armed
overthrow of the government he would make the services of his
own military expert available to Hajk.

Léiszlé Rajk undertook to carry out these directives of Tite.
After his arrival in Budapest he commissioned Gybrgy Pilffy to
make the necessary armed preparations within the Army for the
overthrow of the Eepublic. Filﬂ'}r, who had already been informed
through his own channels of the plan transmitted by Rankovich,
reported to Rajk that he had already commenced preparations,
and informed him of the details of the plan for an armed putsch.

Liszlé Rajk similarly directed Tibor Szényi also to make his
preparations, to arrange for a party conference whose task would
have been to put the Hungarman Working People’s Party under
Rajk’s leadership. For his own part, Rankovich sent to Hunga
as Yugoslav diplomats two of hiz henchmen, Jovanovich and Jojkich,
two individuals well versed in political murder. He gave them the task
of preparing the murder of Deputy Prime Minister Mityis Rékosi.

All these plans were foiled by the measures taken against
reactionary elements and spies, as a result of which a significant
proportion of Rajk’s followers were removed from the Army, the
Police, and the Civil Service. In the middle of May the arrest of
the conspirators began.
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From the facts listed above it is evident that Liszls
Rajk initiated an organisation aiming at the overthrow by force
of the democratic state order, as created by Act I. 1946, and of the
government of the Republic, and that he committed a crime by
acting as the leader of this organisation.

II.

a) Gyérgy Palffy was born in 1909. He was the =on of a well-
to-do bourgeois family. As a professional officer who had graduated
from the Ludovica Academy, he had, before the second World War,
served for one year in the Italian Fascist Army, from where he came
back as a convinced fascist. As an officer of Horthy's army he
took part in the occupation of the Carpatho-Ukraine and in connection
with this received written praise from the then Ministry of Defence.
He had to leave the army because of his wife's extraction and this
gave him the opportunity, at the bcginning of 1945, to enter the
new Army as an “anti-German" officer. By the summer of 1945 he
was already active as a spy of the Yugoslav Intelligence Service.
Also in 1945 he had already established contact with Laszlé Rajk.
At a series of conversations with Rajk he became acquainted with,
and accepted, the aims of his organisation against the state and the
people. Palffy’s task was the military leadership of the organisation.
In understanding with Rajk, he defendéd and gave prominence in the
army to reactionary Horthy fascist officers and put into important
commanding positions those of whom he knew for certain that they
would blindly obey his base aims and instructions. In 1947, at Rajk’s
instructions, he increased his activities and in order to get practice
in mobilisation questions connected with an armed conspiracy,
he arranged alerts, military concentrations, ete.

Pilffy through Col. Lozich, the Yugoslav military attaché
in Budapest, established contact with Col. Nedelkovich of Yugoslavia.
The meeting took place in December, 1947, at the Partisan Congress
in Rome where Nedelkovich gave Pilffy Tito's direct instructions.
He assured Palffy that Tito’s aims would be realised, because these
aims were supported by the United States of America.

In October, 1948, after Rajk had sec:reﬂjr met Rankovich, the
Yugoslav Minister of Home Affairs, at Paks, Pilffy speeded up the
armed preparations for overthrowing the Republie. He |!1‘-Etilﬂﬂ‘dland
wrote down a plan which he aimed to carry out with ten battallions.
Pilffy assigned these battalions the task of oceupying the more
important public buildings, the General Post Office, the Radio, the

-Party centre and the industrial centres in the country. He also
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worked out a plan for the assassination of members of the Govern-
ment, of Mityas Rakosi, Mihédly Farkas and Erng Gerd. He entrusted
this task to Béla Korondy, a colonel of police who was formerly a
captain of gendarmes and at whose disposal he would have put,
apart from the special battalion already orgamised by Korondy,
a detachment of Horthy officers as well, He marked out this plan
on a map of Greater Budapest and kept it in the safe in his office
until he was informed of the arrest of his accomplices. Then with
the help of his secretary, Edit Rosenfeld, he burnt the plans.

Gybrgy Palffy therefore committed a crime by leading an
organisation for the violent overthrow of the democratic state order
and Republic set up by Act I. 1946,

b) Gyorgy Palffy was from 1945 onwards an agent of the
Yugoslav spy service. One after another he handed over the confiden-
tial documents and data of the _e*u"m}' to Lazar Bran]m".r., counsellor
of the Yugoslav Legation and leader of the Yugoslav spy service
in Hungary. He ordered the members of the military political depar-
ment to deliver the data asked for by Brankov. Gydrgy Palffy
pursued this spying for Col. Lozich, the Yugoslav military attaché,
and after the latter’s removal put it at the service of Col. Zokalj, the
military attaché of the Yugoslav Legation.

Gybrgy Pilffy, as a lieutenant general and the inspector of the
my, i. &. as a public servant, abusing his official position of trust,
delivered secrets concerning the international, military, and economic
position of the Hungarian state to the authorities of a foreign state.
Thus, seriously offending against the interests of the country, he
committed the crime of espionage and sedition.

III.

a) Lazar Brankov was the chief representative of the Yugos-
slav Minister of Home Affairs in Hungary. First he was the head
of the Yuguslav Milimr}* Mission, then first counsellor to the Legatinn,
and later he became the chargé d’affaires at the Yugoslav Legation.
Before he was sent to Hungary, at the beginning of 1945, Col, Obrad
Cicmil, the head of the Yugoslay Military Mission, referring to Tito's
express directions, according to Brankov's statement, defined the
task of the members of the Mission as follows :

“Tito, Kardelj and Rankovich count on it that members
of the Mission will use their stay in Hungary for collecting
espionage material about the political and economiec measures
of the Hungarian Government and that they will obtain infor-
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mation on the Soviet troops in Hungary. He made us understand
that we must establish close relations with the Anglo-American
representatives and that we must avoid falling under the influence
of the Soviet leadership of the Allied Control Commission, and
especially of Marshal Voroshilov.,”

Brankov accordingly kept up connections for several years
with Rajk, Palffy and other elements conspiring against the Hunga-
rian democratic state. It was he who linked Gydrgy Pilify to Rajk.
It was he who coordinated the organisations of Laszlé Rajk, Gybtrgy
Palffy and others. He directed the work of the Yugoslav spy Anton
Rob whom, at his demand, they elected secretary of the Democratic
Federation of the South-Slavs of Huongary and who also became
a member of the National Assembly. Brankov was the interpreter
at the conversations between Rajk and Rankovich at Kelebia in
December, 1947. It was his task as the trusted apent of Tito and
Rankovich to urge and control the execution of the lﬁana for the over-
throw of the Hungarian Republic. When, after the communiqué of
the Information Bureau, this role became more difficult, then on
Rankovich's direet instructions he turned against Tito and made
a public declaration to this effect. In secret, however, he continued
his work for overthrowing the republic.

Lazar Brankov, therefore, by leading an organisation for the
violent overthrow of the democratic state order, set up by Act I.
1946, and the Government of the democratic Republic, committed
a crime,

b) Lazar Brankov was the chief of the Yugoslav official
espionage organisation in Hungary. For more than four years, he
continuously obtained secret data from Liszlé Rajk, Palffy and
a number of other Hungarian spies organised as his agents. He got
instructions for this activity directly from Tito. He was Tito's most
determined agent.

Lazar Brankov throughout his stay in Hungary was cons-
stantly engaged in spying and thus committed the crime of espionage.

¢) In summer, 1948, Lazar Brankov ordered a member of
the Yugoslav espionage organisation, the press attaché to the Yugo-
slav Legation, Eivkn Boarov, to come to him and told him that
Milof Moich, one of the leaders of the Yugoslavs in Hungary, had
come out in support of the resolution of the Information Burean
and that it was therefore to be feared that he would uncover
the activities of the Titoites in Hungary. Brankov instructed
Boarov to persuade Milo§ Moich to desist from this course and if
Milo§ Moich was to persist in his point of view, Boarov was to kill
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him. After giving this instruction, Brankov handed the revolver
of the Yugoslav Minister Mrazovich to Boarov who on the night of
July 10, 1948, with several revolver shots killed Milo¥ Moich in
his flat.

Lazar Brankov therefore persuaded Zivko Boarov to commit
the premeditated murder of Milo§ Moich, i.e. he committed the

crime of incitement to murder,

IV.

a) Dr. Tibor Szényi was born in 1903. From 1930 to 1945,
when he came to Hungary as an American spy, he lived exclusively
abroad. In 1938 he appeared in Switzerland where he organised
a group of Trotskyists among the Hungarian emigrés there. Soon he
established contact with Noel H. Field, one of the leaders of the
American espionage service, and later with his chief, Allan Dulles,
who was the European head of the United States espionage service
called the “Office of Strategic Services™ (055). Field specialised in
recruiting spies from among so-called “left-wing” elements and the
various emigré espionage groups of different nationalities in Switzer-
land were subordinate to him.

On the instructions of Dulles, Tibor Szdnyi established contact
with Mifa Lompar, the present first counsellor to the Yugoslav
Legation in Bucharest, who during the war was the common spy
of Tito and of the United States in Switzerland and who, hike Szény1,
spied for Dulles in return for financial rewards. Szényi states that
in December, 1944, MiSa Lompar gave false credentials to him and
members of his group on which Szényi and members of his group
appeared as officers travelling to Yugoslavia. The Yugoslav and
American intelligence services helped Tibor Szényi and his espionage
group to get from Switzerland to Marseilles where Latinovich, then the
Yugoslav Consul in Marseilles (at present Yugoslav Minister to
Switzerland), arranged with the leader of the American espionage
scrvice there to put an American military aeroplane at the disposal
of the espionage group. Since the war was then ztill on, American
general headquarters gave permission for the use of the special
military aeroplane,

Szényi states that in Belgrade they reported at the Ministry
of Home Affairs where they showed the credenmtials which they
had got from the spies Lompar and Latinovich to the Yugoslav
Major Kovachevich. The major foudd accommodation for them
with the Yugoslav political police, the OZNA, instructed them
for a number of days, and then sent them with a suitable



escort through Novisad and Subotica to Szeged in the guise of a
Yugoslav officers’ mission. At Szeged, on the instructions of Major
Kalafatich, the officer of the OZNA there, Szényi and his companions
destroyed the Yugoslav credentials.

Szinyi and his band of spies in time got into important posi.
tions. Szényi himself became head of the Cadres Department of the
Communist Party, which made it possible for him to put the American
spies who arrived with him or those whom Rajk sent to him, inte
suitable jobs, Szényi and the spies placed by him gave some of the
secretl data on home policy and economics which they had obtained,
directly to their chiefs in Budapest, and some they sent tlu-nugh
messengers to Switzerland, to the United States espionage service
there.

In February, 1947, Szényi received special instructions to put
the American spies Béla Szasz, Gybrgy Adém and Ivin Maté into
important positions in the public administration. In the autumn
of 1946, 0on the instructions of Allan Dulles, Szinyi subordinated his
work to Rajk and put his espionage group at his disposzal. Tibor
Szényi, who was also a deputy to the National Assembly and therefore
a public servant, abusing his official position of trust, delivered secrets
on the international and economie position of the Hungarian state
to the authorities of a foreign state, causingserious damage to the
interests of the state and, thereby committing the crimes of espionage
and sedition.

b) Tibor Szényi, after his return in January, 1945, put members
of his group into all sorts of positions in the state and civil service
and into important economie jobs. Thus, among others, he placed
Ferenc Vigi in the Press Department of the Prime Minister's Office,
Ivin Foldi in the Hungarian-Soviet Oil Company and later in the
Ministry of Industry, Péter Balaban in the editorial office of the
Radio, Gytrgy Hédos in the Planning Office, Dr. Andrés Kalméan
in the Ministry of People’'s Welfare, Dr. Gyula Kuty in the Medical
Trade Union. Up to February, 1947, Szényi convened his espionuge
group for regular conversations about every two months. Alter this,
however, for reasons of secrecy, he only spoke with them indivildua]_l}'.
At the conference he instructed members of his espionage organisation
to introduce new members into the organisation, those who were
enemics of the people’s democracy. Szényi constantly informed Rajk
of the places where the spies organised by him worked, and put his
organisation at Rajk’s disposal. Rajk, on the other hand, regularly
informed Szinyi of his own aims and of the instructions ‘«:’h“‘:h "
got from Tito and Rankovich. In spring, 1949, Tibor Szényl, on
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several occasions, discussed with Liszlé Rajk the overthrow of the
Republic and the seizurs of power by force.

Tibor Szényi therefore committed the crime of leading an
organisation for the overthrow of the state order, set up in Act I,
1946, and of the Government of the democratic Hungarian Republic.

L5

a) Andris Szalai was born in 1917. He became a police spy
in 1935, From this time onwards he worked alternately in Yugo-
slavia and Hungary as agent provocateur. As a police spy, in 1942
he betrayed to the gendarme detective Antal Juhdsz the members
of the leadership of the Communist Young Workers’ League, Endre
Sagvari, Laszlé Orbin and Eva Lakos, To avoid exposing him,
he was given a short sentence which he served in 1944 in the Sator-
aljadjhely prison, where he continued his spying activities. At that
time, the Hungarian and Yugoslav prisoners at Sdtoraljatjhely were
preparing a prison hreak, Andris Szalai reported all the details
he knew about the plan of escape to Lindenberg, the commander
of the prison. As a result of this betrayal, the commander of the
prison knew the plan for the break-out, and took counter-measures.
As a result of the break-out, 64 prisoners were killed or later executed
and Andras Szalai was released as a reward for his treachery.

Andris Szalai, therefore, by being an accomplice to the murder
or illegal execution of 64 political prisoners, committed a war crime.

b) Andris Szalai for a long time worked for the Yugoslav
espionage organisation in Hungary. According to Brankov's sta-
lement :

*Szalai was bound for life and death to Rankovich and
the UDB which held him through knowledge of his treachery
at the Sitoraljadjhely prison.”

Andras Szalai first spied at the behest of the Yugoslav major
Smiljanich, who worked in Hungary as the head of the Yugoslav
Reparations Office. Later they attached him to Brankov, the coun-
sellor of the Legation, and then to a Yugoslav spy named Sebianich.
In the course of his espionage, on Brankov's instructions he obtained
among other things the map of preparations for the defence of the
frontier with ﬂHIIJPIEmtntary notes. He delivered secret data about
the confidential resolutions of the Counecil of Ministers and other
matters. Szalai was connected also with the Yugoslav spy Anton
Rob to whom he betrayed the preparations for the nationalisation
of the factories before the publication of the law.

22



Andris Szalai, therefore, spied out secrets of a military nature
and those touching on important international and econemic inte-
rests of the Hungarian state and, by tranﬁmi!‘.ting these to unautho-
rised foreign persons, seriously cndungercd the interests of the state,
thus committing the crime of espionage and sedition.

¢) Andris Szalai, as an agent of the Yugoslav espionage
organisation, put individuals nominated by the espionage service
into important positions in the state machine. In compliance with
the orders of the Yugoslav espionage organisation, he suitably
coordinated and directed the work of the persons so placed. [t was
in this way that Andris Szalai put Jozsef Rex into the Ministry of
Fu-n:ign. Afairs and, on Braonkov's instructions, saw to it that Hex
could remain in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, even when they
very much suspected him of spying for the Yugoslavs. In the same
way, he put Jézsef Hegediis, a former captain of police and a Yuge-
slav spy, into the Reparations Office. Szalai saw to it that Anton Rob,
the agent of the Yugoslav spy serviee in Hungary, was nominated
a deputy. In September, 1948, following an earlier order by Anton
Rob, he sent Milenko Kovalevieh, a Yugoslav spy, to the party
school. These spies he constantly kept under his leadership.

Andras Szalai was therefore one of the leaders of the Drgﬂ.ni-

sation for the overthrow of the democratic state order, set up by
Act 1. 1946.

VL

Milin Ognjenovich was born in 1916. As a Hungarian citizen,
he was an organised spy of the head of the Yugoslav espionage
organisation, Anton Rob. On the instructions of Anton Rob, he
established contact with Jézsef Blafich, the secretary of the Yugo-
slav Legation in Budapest, another agent of the Yugoslav espionage
service. At BlaZich’s behest Milan Ogpjenovich signed an under-
taking that he would work as a Yugoslav agent. On the instruction
of BlaZich, he organised Matia Kovalevich, Milod Rockov, Jovan
Grom(ich and Milan Suput as Yugoslay information agents. Through
them he obtained secret data on home affairs and other matters.
These data he summarised in a monthly report which he put at
the disposal of the Yugoslav espionage service. In return the espio-
nage service gave him regular financial rewards,

The Hungarian citizen Milan Ognjenovich, in these activities,
eommitted the crime of espionage and sedition.
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VII.

Béla Korondy was born in 1914. Under Horthy fascism he
served as a captain of the gendarmerie. Gyorgy Palffy arranged
for his clearance and smuggled him into the democratic army in
the rank of a major. Later Pilffy, in order to strengthen Laszlé
Rajk’s espionage organisation, transferred Korondy to the
Ministry of Home Affairs where Rajk had him appointed colonel
of police. Rajk Ifnve Korondy the tack of organising from among
ex-gendarmes, Horthyist officers, permanent N.C.0.'s and other
fascist scum a battalion on which he could rely, which would in
every case be available against the Republic. After Lészlé Rajk
had told him that it was a question of an armed conspiracy against
the Government, Korondy was given instructions by Gydrgy Pilffy
for carrying out the plan for the conspiracy. In July, 1948, according
to Korondy's statement, Pilffy told him the following :

“You know the instructions which I have received from
Rajk. He declared that I must organise the occupation of impor-
tant objectives in Budapest. He declared furthermore that I
must count on a special company organised by him which would
consist of reliable Horthyist officers. Palffy told me that I must
observe the places where certain designated members of the
Government, Matyis Rakosi, Mihily Farkas and ErnS Ger8,
were, and must carry out their arrest at the same time. He
declared that in the case of any resistance [ must immcdiatel}r
use armes."

At the end of the conversation Palffy aleo told Korondy that
the possible removal of the Government would undoubtedly sueceed,
becausze he would receive the armed support of the Yugoslav armiee.

Béla Korondy therefore committed the cime of leading an
organisation for the overthrow by violence of the democratic state
order, set up by Act L. 1946, and of the Government of the
demoeratic Republic.

VIIL. "

a) Pil Justus was born in 1905, From 1932 onwards he was
an informer of the Hungarian political police. In the fascist police
he continuously gave data to Péter Hain and others under the
code name of “J 17" about communist organisation and in this
way worked as a epy the official fascist organ, thus eommitting
a crime against the people.
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b) Knowing Justus’s role as a police informer, Col. Obrad
Cicmil, the chief of the Yugoslav Military Mission in Budapest, and
Major Javorsky, a member of the Mission, placed Justus in the
service of the Yugoslav espionage, As a deputy to the National
Assembly, a member of the Central Committee of the Social Demo-
eratic Party, and vice-chairman of the Hungarian Radio, Justus
Eathemd information and sent it on to the Yugaslav esPiunage
organisation. P'al Justus, who is an old Trotskyist and maintained
personal relations with several international Trotskyist spies, gave
special confidential information to the Yugoslav espionage organi-
sation on conditions in the Social Democratiec Party, the Hungarian
Communist Party, and later the Hungarian Working People’s Party.
He gave these data to the agent of the Yugoslav espionage serviee,
sometimes in writing, and sometimes by word of mouth.

The Titoites considered Justus's espionage services so important
that they forbade the spies at the Yugoslav Legation in Budapest
to keep up contact with him, Instead a special emissary of Rankovich
sent for this purpose took over the material from him at all times.

Apart from the Yugoslav spy service, Pal Justus also spied
for the press attaché of the French Legation in Budapest, Fran ois
Gachot. He handed over to him a considerable part of the espionage
material gathered for the Yugoslavs. He especially told him in
detail of the confidential data obtained at the sessions of the Central
Committee, first of the Social Democratic Party, later of the Hun-
garian Working People’s Party, and confidential data about the
Eganisntiﬂnal, administrative and technical affairs of the Hungarian

adio.

Pil Justus, as a deputy to the National Assembly, and vice-
chairman of the Radio, i. e. as a civil servant, spied out secret data
on the important interests of the Hungarian state, on its inter-
national and economic position, in order to communicate them to
the authorities of foreign states, thus seriously offending against
the interests of the state and committing the crime of espionage
and sedition. :

-¢) Pal Justus organised persons who stood close to him into
a Trotskyist study group, where he indoctrinated them agﬂm%t
democracy and kept them constantly under his direction. His
group was connected directly with Rankovich, the Yugoslav Minister
of Home Affairs.

Pal Justus therefore committed a crime, by leading an ':'EEG“"
nisation for the overthrow by force of the democratic state order

set up by Act I. 1946,
"
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According to Article 20 of Order 81/1945 M. E. given
legal force by Act VII. 1945 and according to Article 15 of Order
1440/1945. M. E. and Article 11 of Act VII. 1946, the trial on
:;:hl: indictment falls within the competence of the Budapest People’s

ourt.,

I move that the preliminary custody that has been ordered
be maintained. I attach to the indictment the list of those to be
summoned.

CONCLUSIONS

Laszlé Rajk and hiz eompanions set up an organisation which
had for its aim the overthrow of Hungarian democracy which is
secured by constitutional law, the destruction of the independence
of Hungary, and Hungary’s enslavement to a foreign power. Rajk
and his band set themselves the aim of tearing Hungary out of the
camp of the defenders of peace, which is the only guarantee of the
freedom and happiness of our people, of chaining our country to
the imperialist war front and thus lowering it to be a satellite and
toy of the imperialists. They hoped to realise this aim with the
armed help of the present leaders of the Yugoslav state, Tito,
Rankovich, Kardelj, and Djilas. Rajk and his band wanted to
annihilate all the great achievements of the Hungarian people's
democracy, to give the land distributed to the peasants back to
the great landowners, the mines and factorics to the big capitalists,
again to shackle the hands of the working people and again to put
the enemies of the Hungarian people who had fled to the weet into
power. The conspirators wanted to lower Hungary to be a Yugoslav
colony, a colony of Tito, who together with his band deserted from
the camp of Socialism and of the democracies, who deserted into
the camp of foreign capital and reaction, and thus made Yugoslavia
a satellite of the imperialists. Behind the plan of Rajk and his
companions, too, there stood American imperialism which, in the
German and Austrian zones of occupation, has already assembled
its bloodhounds, those arrow-cross, fascist, Horthyist ex-officers and
ex-gendarmes who are calculating that, as in 1944, they can
again wade knee-deep in the blood of the Hungarian working
people, and again — this time in the interests not of German fascism
but of American imperialism — can sell Hungary and thus ruin and
annihilate all the results of our Liberation and reconstruction.

Liszlé Rajk and his companions, in order to attain these
eriminal and base aims, did not stop at any banditry. The indictment
is proved by the confession of the accused and by the documents
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and notes attached to the file and to be produced at the trial. The
indictment is in every way proved by the testimony of those witnesses
whose hearing I proposed in the indictment. As regards the accused,
there is no reason preventing their punishment and the beginning
of the proceedings against them, nor why they should not be
accountable for their deeds. For these reasons, the indictment against
them is based on law.
Budapest, September 6 1949.

Dr. Gyula Alapi

President of the Prosecutor's D ice
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Examination of Ldszld Rajk.

On the morning of Friday, September 16, 1949, in the big
assembly hall of the headquarters of the Metal and anmgermg Workers’
Trade Union, the Special Council of the Budapest People’s Court
began the hearing of ﬁz‘:mm of La.szlﬂ Rajk and his ummplmes

A few minutes after 9 o'clock, the accused were led in escorted
by the warders. After that the members of the Special Council of the
People’s Court, led by the President, Dr. Péter Janké, entered the hall.

The President, Dr. Péter Janke, opens the hearing.

The President : The Special Council of the Budapest People’s
Court will hear the case of Ldszl6 Rajk and his companions accused
of the crimes of setting up an organisation aiming at the overthrow
of the democratic state order, and of sedition. I open the trial.

Dr. Janké then states that the accused and the counsel for defence
chosen by them are present. Then the personal particulars of the accused
are registered. The President culls on the accused Lis:zlé Rajk.

The President : When were you born?
Rajk : On May 8, 1909, in g;ékclyudvnrhely,

The President then calls on Gyirgy Pilffy.

The President : Were you always called by this name?
Pélffy : No. Formerly my name was Gybrgy Osterreicher.
The President : When did you change your name?
Pu.!f_f' In 1934.

f’ru;ﬂenl When were you born?
Pnij]j' On September 16, 1909.

After Pilffy, Lazar Brankov steps before the President.

The President : When were you born?

Brankov : On July 17, 1912,

The President : Where?

Brankov : In Stari Hel’:e], in Yugoslavia.

The President : What is your citizenship?

Brankeuv : Yugusiav

The President : What is your occupation?
Brankov : A d.lplumat with the rank of counsellor.

31



Dr. Tibor Szfnyi is the next accused.

The President : Were you always ealled by this name?
Szinyi : No, my name was Hoffman.

The President : When did you change your name?
Szényt : After the liberation, in 1945.

The President : When and where were you born?
Szbnyi : In Budapest, on December 31, 1903.

The President : What is your uccupauon?

Szényi : Physician.

After the registration of Dr. Szényi's particulars, Andrds Szelai steps
forward.
The President : Were you always called by this name?
Szalai : No, I was called Ervin Lkndle:r
The Prestdent : When were you born?
Szalai : OUn February 6, 1917.
The President : Where?
Szalai : In Pées.
Milan Ognjenovich follows.
The President : When were you born?
Ognjenovich : On July 9, 1916.
The President : Where?
Ognjenovich : In Sarok.
The President : Are you a Hungarian citizen?
Ognjenovich : Yes.
The President : Were you a soldier?
Ognjenovich : Yes, in the Yugoslav army.

The President: Béla Korondy, come forward. Were you
always called by this name?

Korondy : No, I wae called Béla Dergan.

The President : When did you change your name?

Korondy : In 1937.

The President : When were you born?

Korondy : On August 16, 1914,

The President : What is your occupation?

Korondy : Ex-colonel of police.

After Korondy, Pal Justus steps before the President.
The President : When were you born?
Justus : On April 7, 1905.

The President : Where?
Justus : In Pées.



The President : Are you a Hungarian ecitizen?

Justus ;' Yes.

The President : Your occupation?

Justus : My last job was that of vice-president of the Central
News Agency.

The President : 1 shall have read out those parts of the indiet.
ment submitted by the Budapest State Prosecutor’s Office under
No 1949 85/166/2, on St:pl.l:mbtl‘ 7, 1949, deliped in sections 1 and
2 of Article 255 of the Criminal Procedure. I request the Secretary of
the Special Council to perform the reading.

After the reading, of the indictment, the President calls on Ldssld
Rajk and gives orders to lead away the rest of the accused. Afier this is
done, Dr. Péter Jankd !ieg:'n.'; the fl-eun'-ug -:.‘r‘;'1 accused Ruj#,

The President : Did you understand the charge?

Rajk : Yes.

The President : Do you plead guilty?

Rajk : Yes, I do.

The President : On all counts?

Hﬂjk ; On all counts.

The President : Turn then in detail to the courze of events,
To begin with, how did you get into the service of the Horthy police
in 19317 :

Rajk : In 1930, I returned from France where, as candidate
for my teacher’s diploma in French, T had spent a year studying.
In France | became acquainted with progressive ideas and began
to learn about Marxism. On my return, I tried to get in touch in
Hungary with people of Marxist ideas without, however, being
a member of the Communist Party or any other Communist Party
organisation. In 1931, T was taken into custody in connection with
some others who were members of some communist organisation.
After I was taken into custody, my relative, police captain Dr. Lajos
Bokor, immediately called on Hetényi, who was then chief of the
Budapest police. On Bokor’s intervention, Hetényi summoned me
to him in Bokor’s presence and told me that he would have me set
free provided I made a declaration to the effect thatl would act as a
gpy within the Communist Party movement, or in the movements
organised by it, and report my results to the Hungarian police.
On Hetényi's demand I agreed to sign a declaration to this effect.
Hetényi drafted the declaration saying that I agreed toactas a spy
for the police in the movements organised by the Communist Party
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and to report the data coming to my knowledge. I signed this decla-
ration. This is how 1 was made to work for the Horthy pnliec.

The President : What were the results of this? How did you
work in respect to the obligations you undertook?

Rajk : The result was that immediately after I had signed,
I stayed with Hetényi who told me in private that my task as a
university student would be to try to infiltrate into the revolu-
tionary, communist university movements and to act as spy there.
I accepted. It was as a result of my “information™ that in 1932,
the Pulica took Stolte and several others into custod}f,, ﬂll:uget]mr
seventeen people including myself. Obviously I was taken in order
to avert the suspicion that I was working for the police.

The President : You mentioned the name Stolte. Who was this
man Stolte?

Rajk : Stolte was also a candidate for the teacher’s diploma
in Hungarian and French, He was the one who, at the end of 1931
or the beginning of 1932 — I cannot recall the exact date — con-
nected me with the communist movement of the university students.
By the way, as I found out later, Stolte was also working for the
police. Later, in 1933-1934, the Communist Party exposed him
as a police provocateur and expelled him from the Party, that is
from the Communist Young Workers® League.

The President : When did you find out that Stolte was a police

provocateur?

Rajk : I had no knowledge of Stolte’s being a police provo-
cateur. At the time of the arrest, | deduced from wvarious facts
that he was working for the police.

The President ;: So you deduced that then. And when did you

find out for certain?

Rajk : I found it out for certain only when the Party expel-
led him. I got three months. After my release Hetényi commis-
gioned me again with continuing Ep}'iuﬁ work among university
students, The result of the “information™ I gave was that in the
first months of 1933, if I remember correctly in February, Agnes
Birki and Jené S5zéll were arrested with several companion: and
I too was taken into custody, obviously te avoid my being suspected.
I was in detention during the preliminary investigation but at the
trial I was acquitted. This was the first stage of my activities along
this line.

The President : Up to this time, on how many occasions did
you make reports to Hetényi?
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Rajk : That T could not say. Essentially, T “informed” him
continually about these student movements at the University.

The President : So you did this continually. So two such arrests
were eaused by your reports. This does not mean that you made
only two reports.

Rajk : No, it does not.

The President : These two visible results were the effect of
your continual reports.

Rajk : I continually gave reports not only on the persons but
also on the work done by these persons.

The President : Subsequently what services did you render
Hetényi?

Rajk : As I remember, I did not render Hetényi any. As I remems-
ber, after this Hetényi brought me into touch with Sombor-Schwei-
nitzer. Sombor-Schweinitzer entrusted me with ...

The President : Did you already get into touch with him at
that time?

Rajk : Already at that time. In order to try to establish
connections with the Communist Young Workers' League to do
spying work there.

The President : Now wait a minute! Why was it that now
the police wanted to transfer you to another kind of work? Was it
not because they saw that you had already completed your work here,
that with this, at least for the time being. this section of the move-
ment was annihilated?

Rajk : No, it was not because of that. There was an objective
reason for that — the circumstance that, after my arrests and the
verdict, I was expelled from the University.

The President : There was no possibility of your working in
this field?

Ruajk : There was no possibility.

The President : All richt. Let us go on.

Rajk : I succeeded in finding connections with the Communist
Young Workers' League and I was appointed to its central propa-
ganda organization. Here I worked together with several communists
of long standing. At this time I, as a leading member of the propaganda
department, had the task on the one hand of spying upon the eentral
printing press of the Young Workers” League and on the other hand
of hindering the preparation, and in particular the dissemination of
propaganda material. I was not able to clear up the matter of the
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printing press. As I wrote the propaganda material and its disses
mination depended upon me, I was, of course, able to hinder this.

The President : Describe briefly how and in what way youn
hindered it?

Rajk : I hindered it partly by not forwarding the material
for duplication, thus causing it to lie around for weeks so that it lost
jts timelinees and there was no longer any point in bringing it out.
This was the main possibility for hindering.

The President : So let us say that you sabotaged the propaganda
activity within your competence.

Rajk : Yes.

The resident : Go on!

Rajk : Essentially I carried on no other activity within the
Communist Young Workers® League, for my work there lasted for
only a very short time. The case was that in the meantime I had
a chance of joining the MEMUSE, the National Union of Hungnriﬂ.u
Building Workers, as a member. My joining the MEMOSz was not
on my own initiative. At this time — this was towards the end of
1934 — a sharp turn towards fascism began in Hungary with Gémbis.
In 1935, Gémb#s put on the agenda the liquidation of the trade unions
and the establishment in I-Iungar}r, too, of corporate labour organi-
sations on the pattern of Mussolini’s fascist labour orgamisations.
The industrial workers of Budapest, including the building workers,
put up heavy resistance to this policy, in defence of their trade
union rights and of the working class. Towards the end of 1934
or the beginning of 1935, one could already feel that the building
workers would start a big general strike not only for the improve-

"ment of their economie conditions but for the defence of their abowve-
mentioned political rights. This is why Sombor-Schweinitzer gave
me the task of joining the MEMOSz and spying there so as to prevent
activities and strikes of this kind. I succeeded in joining, and as a
Party member I was able to establish contact with the leaders of the
movement there, who were then underground. I reported on the
organisation and on the people. Still, the strike broke out not only
in Budapest but on a national scale. This strike took on a
general character. I succeeded in dizorganising and breaking up
thie strike on the instructions of Sombor-Schweinitzer by recom-
mending to the building workers at an open mass meeting — although
at that time the holding of mass meetings was strictly prohibited —
that they should organise a big street demonstration. The building
workers accepted my suggestion. In the Ujlipétvaros, where the
biggest building eites then were, a huge demonstration took place.
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This demonstration enabled the rolice to intervene. ﬁp]lruximate]}r
200 people were taken into custody. The interference of the police
meant at the same time the disruption and disorganization of the
strike so that it soon ended.

The President : So you planned this mecting with deliberate
premeditation?

Rajk : With deliberate premeditation.

The President: With the purpose of giving the police an
adequate reason for intervention?

Rajlk : Yes.

The President: Continue.

Rajk: After the end of the building workers® strike Sombor
told me he thought it would be good for me to disappear for a while
from Hungary. He ordered me to go to Czechoslovakia. In 1936,
with the aid of Captain of Police Lajes Bokor, I did go to Czecho-
slovakia, I crossed the Hungarian-Czechoslovak borderillegally. Lajos
Bokor gave me a detective of the political section as an escort to
prevent my being stopped or accidentally arrested by the Hungarian
authorities on the Hungarian border. This is how I succeeded, with
the help of Lajos Bokor, in getting to Czechoslovakia.

The President; What task did you get from the police for
this journey?

Rajk: The police presumed that the illegal material sent to
Hungary from abroad for the Communist Party was brought in
from Czechoslovakia through Salgétarjin, that is, through the Salga-
tarjan line. The police entrusted me with trying to discover this.
I, of course, undertook to do s0. I could not have done anything else.
This investigation was fruitless, but I did not even try very hard
to make it fruitful. I did this not because of my convictions, but
because that was how my circumstances developed.

» The President: Why did you say that you could have hardly
done otherwise ; after all, conditions at that time were different in
Czechoslovakia from those at home, so there you could have exposed
the situation at home. If you would very much have wanted to,
then having got out of the the territory where the Horthy regime
had power, to Czechoslovak termtory, yvou could simply have...

Rajk: No, looking back, I still do not see the position like
that, considering that I did not want to expose mvself as a Communist
Party member and the Hungarian police could have expuscd me
before the Hungarian communists at any time even during my
gtay abroad.
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The President: So you did this to continue pretending before
the Communist Party?

Rajk: Yes, that is why I did it.

The President : Please continue.

Rajk : During my stay in Czechoslovakia, in 1937, in Pozsony
I received. again from Sombor, a message that T was to go to Spain
with the double aim : to find out in the Rikosi Battalion the revo-
lutionary republic’s . .

The President : Huw did you get to Spain?

Rajk : I got to Spain by travelling from Czechoslovakia to
Paris with false documents. In Paris T avoided the central organ
of the French Party which supervised politically those leaving for
Spain. 1 joined a group and T crossed the Spanish border with
this group.

The President : Whose idea was this? What were the orders
about this?

Rajk': T mentioned that T had received instructions from
Pudapest from Sombor-Schweinitzer to go to Spain.

' The President : So the instructions that you should go to
Spain came from Budapest from the police. Continue.

Rajk : 1 went to Spain with the double assignment, on the one
hand to find out the names of those in the Rikosi Battalion — this
was the name of the Hungarian unit — and on the other hand
through political disruption to bring about a reduction of the military
efficiency of the Rikosi Battalion. The first assignment was not
difficult to earrv out, for we all knew each other. T fulfilled the
second by artificially putting the political disciplinary case of
one of the officers of the battalion, Laszlé Haas, on the agenda
in 1938, before the Ebro battle, acting as the party secretary of the
R&kna‘l Battalion, with the purpose of giving rise to political conflicts
in the battalion. T should adrl that besides this activity I also carried
on Trotskyist propaganda in the Rikosi Battalion. This resulted
in the exposure of my Tmtsk}ﬂﬁt attitude by the communist mem-
bers of the battalion when the party leadership discussed the Haas
case, So, in éffect, the whole thing backfired : T was expelled from
the Party.

The President: When did this happen?

Rajk : In June, 1938 hefore the battle of the Ebro .. . At any
rate the result of all this po'itical "aetivity and of the diseussion of
the Laszl6 Hanas case was that the efficiency of the Rikosi Battalion
— the battalion fought in a very important section of the front —
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was very much weakened just before one of the most decisive battles
of the Spanish Republican troops.

The President ; After your departure, the Rikosi Battalion
carried on its own activities, did it not?

Rajk ;: Yes, it did. My activities in Spain clesed with m
deserting in February, 1939, before the fighting in Spain was finished,
and I fled from Spain. This is how I got into a French internment
camp. The retreating international and Spanish units later got here
too, and were together with us.

The President : Were there Yugoslavs there?

Hajk : I was not in touch with the Yugaalava in Spain, for the
Yugoslav units were on quite a different section of the front.

The President : And in the French internment camp?

HRajk : In the French imternment camps, in Saint Cyprien,
Gurs and Vernet, I was together with the Yugoslavs., There were
very strong Trotskyist political activities in the French internment
camps, The chief organisers of these political activities, and at the
same time their executors, were those inside the Yugoslav group.
As far as | remember, there might have been about 150 who were
involved in such activities inside the Yugoslav group. The decisive
majority of these were intellectuals, petty bourgeois and university
students. Among the more important persons were Kosta-Nad),
Milich, Vukmanovich, whe I think at that time was called Tempo,
Stefanovich, Queber, these were the more important persons.

These persons I have mentioned were at the same time those
who not only organised and directed the work of the Yugoslav
Trotskyist group, but also the work of the other Trotskyist groups
in the eamp, that is the Trotskyist fractions existing in the other
national groups. From among the Hungarians I can mention Frigyes
Major, Cseresnyés and myself.

The President : Where did you meet them?

Rajk : In the French internment camp. I was in close contact
with these Yugoslavs and together with them I, too, pursued this
Trotskyist political activity in the camp.

The President : You say that you pursued a Trotekyist policy.
What was the standpoint of this group?

Rajk : I could outline the essence in a few words : by saying
that it was a refutation and disruption of everything which is in the
interests of the revolutionary working class movement, on a polilical
basis that completely lacked all principle.

The President : Let us continue.

Rojk : As a former International Brigader, who carried on
Trotskyist activities, I was on several occasions called in and asked
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for information about what was happening in the camp by the
officer of the Deuxiéme Bureau, the French intelligence service in
Gurs and later in Vernet. Returning to the question previously put
1 have to add that for the French officer to call me in it was not
necessary for him to know my past, because in general the Trotskyists
always, and !:\"ﬂl'}"wherﬂ. internatiunnﬂ}', worked in close contact
with the police.

The President : Under the term Trotskyists we understand
those, do we not, who can be included in the above definition?

Rajk : Yes. I only said the last part to give the reason why it
occurred to the French officer to call me to him.

The President : Let us conlinue.

Rajk : 1 told the French officer, the head of the Deuxidme
Bureau, that a strong Yugoslav Trotskyist group was active in
the camp, and roughly who were the leaders of the group. Then the
French Deuxidme Burcaun officer took out a list which was full of
Yugoslav names throughout ; he narefull}* checked the names given
by me against this list. I saw that those whom I mentioned as leaders
already featured on his list as the leaders of this Yugoslav Trotskyist
group. The officer of the Deuxiéme Bureau told me that he knew
about the activities of this group, and further, that they did some
things with his approval and what is more, sometimes on his instruc-
tiops. I, whe on a number of occasions visited the ]f:ading officer
of the Deuxiéme Bureau, once saw Kosta-Nadj, Vukomanovich,
Stefanovich, Milich, and others, the leaders of the above Yugeslav
Trotskyist group who were also going to the Deuxidme Bureau
officer or coming from there. From this it became clear to me that
these Yugoslavs were, in fact, the organised men of the Deuxidme
Bureau, and were carrying out its instructions just as I was.

The President : Did the Deuxiéme Bureau officer not have any
further aims with you?

Rajk : His further aim in connection with me was that I should
agree tu carry out the same activities within the Hungarian group
as the Yugoslav, were carrying out under his leadership and direction
mainly inside the Yugoslay group, and also towards the other groups.
Of course, 1 earried this out.

The President : How many people were affected by your
activities in these camps?

Rajk : The membership of the Hungarian group was not
large. There were perhaps altogether 60-70 in Vernet.

The President : Did your activities extend only to these 60-70
people or beyond them?
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Rajk : The dircet, outward work extended only to these, But
I had a greater part to play than this, because as I mentioned, 1 had
close contact with the Yugoslav leaders and in a way, together with
them, I too belonged to the leadership.

The President : How long were you in these camps? How did
you get away from there? '

Rajk : 1 was in the French camp at Vernet until 1941. For
in the spring of 1941 a German commission arrived which recruited
workers for various budding and other works in Germany.

" The President : In the spring of 1941? That was already in
Vichy France.

Rajk : Yes, that was already in Pétain’s France at the time
of the éerman occupation of northerm France. The head of this
German recruiting commission was @ major in the Gestapo or in
the Abwehr. I don’t know hig name. After the commission had
worked for a few days, this major called me to him and suggested
to me that I too, should report for work in Germany, and he would
belp me to get home to Hungary from Germany. He told me that
he was making this proposal because Péter Hain, the head of the
political department of the Hungarian police, had asked him to
help me to get home to Hupgary as [ was an organised agent, who
had been working for the Hungarian police for a long time
and he had found no other solution for sending me home but this one,
During this conversation, the Gestapo or Abwehr major took out
a list and asked after certain Yugoslavs. The list from which he
read out the names was the same list as the one the leading officer
of the Deuxiéme Bureau had been looking at, when I was reporting
to him on the activities of the Yugoslav Trotzkyist group. The Ger-
man major asked by name after Kosta-Nadj, Vukmanovich and
others and enquired after the activities they carried out in the eamp.
He said that he was acking me because if Péter Hain requested him
to help me get home, then he trusted my opinion and considered
me a reliable person from his point of view ; on the other hand
these Yugoslavs and many other Yugoslavs — roughly those who
featured on that list, that is about 150 — had asked him, that is,
this major, to help them to return home to Yugoslavia. I told him
what I knew about the activities of the Yugoslav Trotskyist group.
The Gestapo major gladly learned of their Trotskyist activitics and
told me that he would fulfill their request and, in fact, he would
help them return home to Yugoslavia. That he really did so, I con-
sider to be proved by two facts. Onc of the facts is that there were
very many Yugoslavs in the group with which I went to Germany.
The other fact is that from time to time biggish Yugoslav groups
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set oul on their way home to Yugoslavia from the neighbourhood
of Leipzig, where I worked, and their setting out for home in such
a legal form, as it happened, could obviouely not have taken place
except with the support of the German official organs, the Gestapo
or other organs.

The President : By the way, I ask you whether you know what
contacts the Yugoslav persons you have spoken about have had
with the Yugoslav leading circles at that time serving the Hitlerites
in Yugoslavia?

Rajk : I have no concrete information about that. But I con-
gider it obvious that if they had entered into contact with the
Gestapo after the Deuxi¢me Bureau officer and had turned directly
to the Gestapo asking it to help them get home to Yugoslavia, the
Gestapo continued to keep a grip on them, considered them its own
men and sent them home with special tasks.

The President : Did it oceur to you then or only now?

Rajk : It occurred fo me then too.

The President : So it had already occurred to you at that time,
you were conscious of it.

Rajk : From Germany I returned home to Hungary in the
same way, the German authoritics . ..

The President (interrupting bim): Was there any parallel
between you and Imre Gayer?

: [flinj Imre {zayer got home to Hungar}r in the same way
as id.

The President : Who was this Imre Gayer?

Rajk : Imre Gayer came to Spain from South Amerma I did
not know his profession. As a matter of fact, he was never in the
front line, he always worked somewhere in the rear. In the
French internment camp he al=o repn‘rted for work in Germa
and with me reached Germany, also with the support of this Gestapo
officer, the major. Almost in the same month, 1n August, 1941, we
came from Germany to Hungary, to Budnpent

The President : Did you know more claael]r Gayer’s political
opinions and activities?

Rajk : Imre Gayer could obviously not have had other political
opinions than I. Otherwise he would not have turned towards the
Gestapo. When I returned hume, I put Imre Gayer in touch with
the Communist Party and .

The President : Did }nu enter into connection with the police?

Rajk : Yes, I had previously entered into connection with the
police.
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The President : Because of your past you naturally had to
report 1o the Fulica.

Rajk : 1 reported to Péter Hain who also told me that he had
requested the Gestapo to send me home. Péter Hain bad orders
that | should attach Imre Gayer to one of the Communist Party
organisations, s0 that he could carry on the work of a spy there,
This is what happened. I was interned by the police, obviously so
that if Gayer’s work were to lead to arrests, suspicion should not
fall on me. I was interned in October, 1941, I learned later that
Imre Gayer...

The Presideni (interrupting) : So you were inlerned after you
bhad introduced Imre Gayer?

Rajk : I described Imre Gayer to the Communist Party as an
absolutely reliable, intelligent person, who was politically developed
and could be entrusted with responsible work and that he would,
at the same time, be the person who would on behalf of the Party
check up on the former Hungarian fighters in Spain as they retur-
ned home,

The President : You did this despite the fact that — as you
said before,— you knew that exactly the contrary was true. Continue.

Rajk : In 1942 there were large-scale arrests in Hungary in
the so-called independence movement. 1 learned later that the large-
scale arrcsts were in the main the result of lmre Gayer’s activities.

The President : Where did you learn about this?

Rajk : From the trial material and the material of the exami-
nation because of course I did not speak with Imre Gayer.

On the basis of Imre Gayer's work as a spy they also arrested
Ferenc Rdzsa who, while under arrest, died from the torture, as
well as Zoltdn Schénherz who was later condemned to death and
hanged. I was freed from internment only in Uctober, 1944, that is,
as a result of this case...

The President : So you received a sentence there?

Rajk : Yes.

The President : You found out through these proceedings that
Ferenc Hozsa and Schénherz were arrested as a result of Imre
Gayer’s information? e

Rajk : Yes. As it was I who introduced Imre Gayer to the
Communist Party, naturally the investigation could not leave me
out of it, and they had to arrest me also. But purposely considering
the fact that I had after my introduction been interned, as a
mitigating eircumstance, I received altogether only a 6 wonths
Prison sentence.
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The President : When this expired you were interned, so that
you were only freed in October, 19447

Rajk : After October, 1944, 1 was arrested by the military
counter-intelligence, who did not know that I was an organised
agent of the Hungarian police, and as a consequence of the war
gituation, I was immediately sent to Sopronkiéhida a few days after
my arrest. .

The President : Did you do nothing between 1944 and your
arrest?

Rajk : 1 was active in the sense that I took part in the work
fo the Hungarian Front, again fulfilling my assignment to work
as a spy there.

The President (imterrupting) : After your release from intern-
ment, did you not speak with Péter Hain?

Rajk ;: Oh yes. It was he who gave me the assignment to try
to work as a spy in the Hungarian Front. This, however, did not
succeed, as the military counter-intelligence during their mopping-
up of the military section of the Hungarian Front detained me
before I could extend my activities on behalf Péter Hain in any
way. I came before the military tribunal in Snprunkﬁh.ida.

The President : Before the court of the General Staff ?

Rajk : Before the court of the General Staff. In the fear
that they would, as a former fighter in Spain, a participant in
the Hungarian Front — asthat was in my indictment — possibly
condemn me to death, I asked for a secret hearing and at this secret
hearing 1 disclosed that since 1931 1 had carried on all my activities
in the service of the police. In this connection I asked that Sombor-
Schweinitzer and Péter Hain should be referred to. I further made
use of my brother Endre Rajk.

The President : What was he then ?

Rajﬁ:: He was then a government commissioner for suppliea
in the Szalasi government. He even appeared in court as a witness
for the defence, and these two facts can be thanked for the circum-
stance that the charges made against me were dropped at the trial.

The President : How did your brother give evidence at the trial?

Rajk : In the sense that he considered me politically reliable
from the point of view of the regime and guaranteed me. On the
basis of these two facts the charges against me were dropped, and
for formal reasons my case was transferred to a civil court. This
trial, however, never took place because owing to the military
events the whole of Sopronkihida was evacuated, the Szalasi govern-
ment fled, and Hungary was liberated. I, like the rest of the prisoners
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in Sopronkéhida, was taken to Germany. After the collapse I came
home from Germany.

The President : Did you meet that certain Stolte in Germany?

Rajk-: 1 met him and together we went to Germany. 1 teld
Stolte that 1 would return from there, And he informed me that
he would go further and would try, if possible, 10 reach the American
zone. I asked Stolte, in the event of his reaching the American zone
and being able to get information to Sombor-Schweinitzer, to inform
him that | had returned to Hungary.

The President : And did you not give Stolte an assignment
concerning the American intelligence service?

Rajk : Mot as far as [ can remember.
The President ; That be should find American contacts for you?

Rajk : As far as I can remember I gave him Sombor-Schwei-
nitzer's name, Of course | do not consider it impossible that this too
might have been raised.

The President then ordered quarter of an hour’s recess. After
the recess Dr, Jankd continues the examination of the accused Rajk.

The President : So you returned to Budapest after the Libe-
ration. Briefly deseribe conditions at home. :

Hajk ;: When | came home to Budapest the Hungarian Com-
munist Party was then, of course, working legally in the liberated
country. My activities were not known to the leadership of the Com-
munist Party. They knew me as the best member of the Communist
Party. That is why immediately upon my return home I was given
an important position in the Party, I became the secretary of the
Budapest Party organisation. Not long after 1 had received this
assignment from the Party leadership, | was visited by a man named
Kovach, who was a member of the American military mission, This
was around August-September, 1945. He informed me that he
had received a message from Sombor-Schweinitzer, who was in the
American rone, through which he discovered that [ had worked for
the Horthy police. Being in possession of this information, Schwei-
nitzer ordered me to place myself at the dispesal of the American
intelligence service. If I did not carry this out, they would denounce
me to the Communist Party leadership. Of course [ agreed to do this.
Kovach asked for political information about the Hungarian internal
political situation. He told me that he did net want to entrust
a person like me, holding such an important office, with the job of
petty intelligence work, with the duties of an ordinary agent.
He wanted me, as one close to leading political eircles, to supply
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information to the organisations of the United States in Budapest
on those political questions about which they could not otherwise
acquire knowledge from any other source. I informed Kovach
— I think Kovach held the rank of Lieutenant-Coloncl, as a member
of the military mission — about the internal political situation,
My information on the 1945 elections was of specialimportance to him.

The President : That is, you had to give Kovach information
on questions concerning the internal political situation, which he
could not have found out elsewhere.

Rajk : Yes, that is why information about the preparations
for the 1945 elections were of importance, especially the preparations
of the left-wing.

I also informed Kovach that according to the information and
estimation of the Communist Party, the various right-wing elements,
the followers of the Horthy-5zilasi regime, the Trotskyists, the
Weiszhaus group, the right-wing parties,such as the Smallholders’
Party and the right wing of the Social Democratic Party, had started
a strong organisation in Hungary, trying to place nationalist, chau-
vinist and anti-Sovict elements, hostile to the people’s democracy,
everywhere in the factories, institutions, offices. Lieutenant-Colonel
Kovach told me that he knew of this, for it did not happen
without the knowledge of the United States, but on the contrary,
— with the necessary transmission apparatus — under the
leadership and direction of the United States, because their chief
endeavour in Hungary was to liquidate the left-wing revelutionary
socialist elements and to establish a right-wing regime. Therefore
my task was to inform him about everything that the Communist
Party planned in order to liquidate these elements, and through
my office in the Party to help these elements to carry on the
political activities I have mentioned with the least possible
hindrance.

The President: Don't you remember something in connection
with what happened in the French camps which is direetly related
to the things you have just said now?

Rajk: Yes, I do. Before I got in touch with Kovach, there
was already an earlier attempt by the Americans to organize me as
a member of the American intelligence agency. It was in the Vernet
internment camp that an American citizen called Field, who was
as far as I know the head of the American intelligence agency for
Central and Eastern Europe, visited me in the internment camp
after the end of the Civil War, He referred to an instruction he had
received from Washington, that he should speak with me and help
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me to get out of the camp and return ho me to Hungary. He even told
me that they would like to eend me home because as an agent
who had not been exposed I would, working in the Party according
to the instructions received from the Americans, disorganise and
dissolve the Party and possibly even get the Party leadership into
my hands. But my contact with the Americans ended after my meet-
ing with Field, for he arrived in the camp when I had already agreed
with the Gestapo major, that 1 should return home through
Germany, as | have already said.

The FPresident: What did you say about the tasks proposed
to you?

Rajl: T told him that T had an opportunity of reporting for
work in Germany and that from there I could return home to Hungary
and that I therefore did not need his intervention. Of course, I did
not tell him that I would get to Germany with the help of the Gestapo
major. I remember that Ficld even expressed his disapproval.

The President: Let us continue,

Rejk: Lieutenant-Colonel Kovach, one of the members of the
United States Military Miszion in Budapest at the end of 1945 or the
beginning of 1046 — 1 don’t remember clearly any more — connected
me with Martin Himmler. Martin Himmler was then in Hungary
transporting Hungarian war eriminals from the American occupation
zone to Hungary. This meeting of mine with Martin Himmler was
actually only to get acquainted with him, and we did not disenss
any special questions. The second and last time that I spoke with
Martin Himmler, was when he visited Hungary in autumn 1946,
incognito, — as he told me — that is, illegally. [Te told me then that
he had put this journey into his programme because he had important
things to discuss with me. He told me that the different right-wing
forces of Hungary are concentrated mainly under the leadership
of Ferenc Nag}?, Béla Kovécs and Béla Varga. The right-wing forces
of the Smallholders’ Party, the right-wing forces of the Peasant
Party led by Imre Koviées, the right-wing secial democratic forces
led by Peyer, Szeder, Kéthly and Szélig, as well as the very active
underground Heorthyist and former Szalasi-fasast forces which
had no organisation of their own, were very active in working to
take over the power of government and to remove the left-wing
revolutionary forces, that is the Communist Party and the Jeft-wing
social democrats, from governmental power. He wanted to give
me the task of dissolving the forces of the greatest unit of the left-
wing revolutionary forces, the Communist Party, by organising
a separate fraction against Rikosi in the Party led by Rakosi in
order to ensure the seizure of power by the right-wing forces.
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Whether I succeeded in putting this fraction on a broad basis
or not, I should make it common knowledge through propaganda
that there was 'a Rajk fraction in opposition to the Communist
Party led by Rakosi. Himmler’s conception was — and probably
it was not his own individual coneeption but a part of the general
policy of the United States — that if we could at least make it a
matter of general knowledge through propaganda that there was
no unity within the Communist Party but that under my leadership
there was a strong anti-Soviet and pro-American nationalist
fraction, this would in itself cause such disorientation and confusion
in the camp of the left-wing forces, as would make it more easily
possible for the right-wing forces to get the upper hand.

The President : With what sort of a government?

Rajk : With a bourgeois democratic government, but, of
course, with a capitalist content, with the re-establishment of
capitalism.

The President : But with your personal leadership?

Rajk : No, when I talked with Himmler, we did not talk
about the person of the leader. We could not have talked about it,
for at that time Feremc Nagy, Béla Kovics and other figures, too,
were still active in Hungarian public life. At the same time, Martin
Himmler told me that in all probability this would be my last
talk with him and with the representatives of the American
intelligence agencies in general, for they would hand over their
whole network to the Yugoslavs, and in the future I would get
instructions for further work through Yugoslav channels. He did
not tell me through whom I would get the instructions from the
Yugoslav side, nor did he tell me in what way the Yugoslavs would
get in touch with me. With this my talk with Himmler ended.
On the American side I had one other conmection; this was my
secret connection with American Minister Chapin, which was of an
irregular nature, occurring only from time to time.

The President: Did your American connections have any
influence on the placing of Cseresnyés, Marschall, Major, Szasz etc.?

HRajk : Yes, 1 forgot to mention that Martin Himmler, when
I talked with him at the end of 1946, also told me that, taking
advantage of my influence as Minister of Home Affairs — for at
that time | was already Minister of Home Affairs — T should
endeavour to place in key positions people who were in their eyes
reliable, that is, people following the policy of the Americans, or
people who were attached to American intelligence agencies; to
place them not enly in the Ministry of Home Affairs but, taking
advantage of the office I held in the Hungarian Communist Party
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as well as the post ] filled in the government. to place such elements
in other parts of the state machine, too. Subsequently, partly
on these instructions of Ilimmler, partly on another directive —
that I think I had better discuss later — 1 Plﬂl:ﬂ-d in the Ministr}r
of Home Affairs Sandor Escll'l:sn}réﬁ., who was in the employ of the
Yugeslav intelligence service ; Lészlé Marschall, who was an
agent of the I'rench intelligence organisation, the Deuxidme Bureau;
Frigyes Major, who was the agent of the American CIC intelligence
service 3 and Béla Szisz who was in the employ of the British
Intelligence Serviee. In addition, Lieuntenant-Colonel Kowvach
attached to me, as early as the beginning of 1946, Tibor Szinyi
who was active in their organisation. I used Tibor Szinyi to place
right-wing, nationalist, chauvinist and anti-Soviet elements in
various positions throughout the Communist Party.

The President : Now describe briefly the cadres policy which
you followed for the ends mentioned, partly yourself, partly through
Tibor Szdnvi, -

Rajk : The essence of this cadres poliey was that, wherever
possible, in those spheres of public life which are decisive for the
seizure of power, there should be reliable people on whom one
could count for overthrowing the people’s democratic regime,
I must mention however that this cadres policy had only been
talked about in 1946 when I talked with Martin Himmler, but
had not yet been carried out. Its achievement was effected not on
the basis of the agreement with Martin Himmler but accﬁrding
to the directives and political plans of Tito and Rankovich. This,
however, was of course one and the zame line in the end, for Tito
and Rankovich worked in close and organic co-operation with the
American information service. Regarding their close and organic
co-operation I had various facts at my disposal. There were first
of all my experiences in the French internment camp when I perso-
nally convinced myself that the persons who fill the key positions
in the Yugoslavia of today had been active agents of the Deuxiéme
Bureau and arrived home with the help of the Gestapo. Of course,
the Deuxiéme Bureau had already during the war closely co-operated
with the American information orgamisations. The active agents
of the Deuxiéme Bureau became after the end of the war the active
agents of the Americans in Central and Eastern Europe. That
there was a close conneection between 'the Yugoslav lc-.ading vircles,
the government ecircles, Tito, Rankovich and others, and the
American intelligence agencies — of that I convinced myself from
the fact that in 1945 the Americans sent a vast majority of their
own men home to Hungary, all through Yugoslavia. And they did
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this in such a way that it was also known to the Yugoslavs that
these persons were American agents. So, for instance, Tibor Szényi
and his companions, this Trotskyist group from Switzerland which
consisted entirely of persons in the organisations of the Americans,
came home through Yugoslavia. I should mention that of all the
facts the most decisive and most obvious one which proved to me
the connections of the leading Yugoslav statesmen, Prime Minister
Tito and Minister of Home Affairs Rankovich, with the Americans,
was my talk, my meeting, with Rankovich in the summer of 1947
when I spent my holidays in Yugoslavia, in Abbazia.

The President : Now tell us how the connections between the
Yugoslav official elements and ypu began. Then we will get to your
meeting with Rankovich.

Rajk : Quite independently of the American intelligence
organisations, I had already connections in 1945 with the Yugoslav
intelligence agencies, with Brankov. At that time I did not yet know
that they worked in close co-operation with the Americans. 1 met
Brankov at various celebrations of the NEKOSz, the National
Federation of People’s Colleges, and I got to know him on such
occasions, Later, when I became Minister of Home Affairs, starting
in the spring of 1946 he, as the head of the Yugoelav Military Mission,
often visited me in the Ministry of Home Affairs. Even at our NEKOSz
meetings he strongly emphasized the right political line of the NEK 0Sz.
He approved of the policy of the NEKOSz because it was based
on nationalist principles and he implied that it was a smaller version
of what the great Yugoslav youth movement was in a more highly
developed form, also on a natiomalist basis, In this connection he
spoke to me at that time already of Tito’s policy; that since the war
he had tried to operate his own policy on nationalist principles. He
attempted to put this policy of Tito’s to me as if it were a new tactic
in the building of socialism required by the total historical situation
as changed in the Second World War. When I became Minister
of Home Affairs, time and again he repeated this; and I had to
realise in these conversations that he directed hiz discussions with
me in these channels in order to find out what my attitude was
towards the Soviet Union, towards the leaders of the Communist
Party who were following a policy friendly to the Soviet Union,
that is, towards Rakosi, Geré, Farkas and others, to what extent
I sympathised with Tito's nationalist policy, to what extent I had
this political attitude. Brankov waz able to convince himself from
my reply that I not only sympathised with Tito, but that T approved
of his nationalist and essentially anti-Soviet policy. This caused
Brankov to be open enough to tell me straight out that he was
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the head of Yugoslav intelligence in Hungary and to ask me as Minister
of Home Affairs to hand over to him various data, to give reports on
the Hungarian political sitnation, on various matters of state secrets,
and so on. This was the essence of my connections with Brankaov.

The President ; Were your acquaintances from the internment
camp mentioned?

Rajk : Yes, they were mentioned. Brankov as the head of
the Military Mission ... -

The President : Briefly. What did he say about this?

Rajk : On several occasions he went to Belgrade far instruc-
tions and every time when he returned he brought me greetings from
Rankovich, Milich, Vukomanovich and others who had been in Spain.

In connection with this he also told me that these Yugoslavs
who had fought in Spain were all very prominent, leading statesmen.

The President : Did he also mention Kosta-Nadj, Stefanovich
and Queber?

Rojk : Yes.

The President : You say that these people had already revealed
to you in the camps in France that they were completely hostile
to the labour movement and to socialisin, Thus it must bave been
evident to you that there was no question of building up some sort
of socialism in Yugoslavia in one way or another. After all, those
persons whe in 1939 and 1940 were, as you said, cngaged in under-
mining socialism, were holding leading state positions.

Rajlk : Permit me to reply to this by saying that at that time
I could not see what kind of policy they were pursuing, I could only
guess the political attitude of some of those whom I knew. But then
1 did not yet see whether, on account of Tito’s persun whom I did
not know closely, they would be able to put forward their policy
and put it into effect, or not.

' The President : This was at any rate a striking phenomenon.

Rajk : Yes, it was.

The President : Well, let us continue.

Rajk : At all events, from our conversations Brankov was
able to gather the impression, and could even become convinced
that I agreed with the political points of view mentioned by him,
that is, a Puuplc’as Front on a nationalist basis, and a }'CILI.L]I. moves
ment on a nationalist basis. I came to this conclusion from the fact
that in the summer of 1947, when I went to Yugoslavia for my
h'ulitia}rs, an exceedingly warm, almost demonstratively extravagant
reception was extended to me. Later, when I had a talk with Ranko-
vich in Abbazia I understood that this was not the gcuerﬂ_l nsage
in entertaining their guests and that this extreme hospitality was
included in their programme in order to draw me closer to them and
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win me over to their side. My connection with the Yugoslav intelli-
gence service in fact became a formal act here in Abbazia, and it
was here that I was organised by the Yugoslavs and that I first
realised that mot only Rankovich, Yukmanovich, Milich and others
who had been in Spain, pursued a Trotskyist policy and maintained
connections with the American intelligence service, but also Tite
himself, the Prime Minister of the Yugoslav government. This [ can
support by the following facts : while in Abbazia, a leading member
of the Croatian UDB, a blonde woman of about 30 years of age,
called on me at the villa. She spoke Hungarian. She told me that
Rankovich would shortly come to Abbazia, that he wanted to talk
with me and that no-one but the three of us should know of this
conversation and meeting with Rankovich. HRankovich in fact
arrived in Abbazia a few days later.In our conversation, this Croatian
UDB woman acted as interpreter. Rankovich told me that he knew
that I had been copnected with the Hungarian police and that he
had mow come to Abbazia on direct orders from Tito, to warn me
that in case I should not in future maintain a political attitude supp-
orting Tito’s policy in every respect in Hungary, they would expose
me. | replied that it was cotirely fruitless and unnecessary te threaten
me in this way, since it was not truc that I had been connected with
the Hungarian police, and if I co-operated with them politically,
1 did not co-operate because they wanted to organise me but because
my political concepts were akin to theirs. Upon this, Rankovich,
somewhat mockingly pulled from his pocket a photostat copy which
he gave me to read. In it I discovered the photostat copy of the
declaration I gave to Hetényi when I was arrested, in 1931. I asked
Rankovich how he came to possess the photostat copy of such a
document. Perhaps the Yugoslav fascist police previously had
contact with the Hungarian police and obtained data from them,
as the fascist police organisations used to exchange information,
or in what ways? Rankovich replied that it did not turn up from the
files of the Yugoslav fascist police but was given to them by the
Americans. The files of the Horthy police were evacuated to the West
when in the last phasc of the war, the government and various
official bodies e&caped to the West, and in the American zone, these
files fell into the hands of the Americans. I asked Rankovich on what
basis the Americans could have handed this photostat copy over
to him. Rankovich replicd that it would be of no use for us to buy
a pig ina poke, all the more so as [ must become familiar with their
entire policy and connections. Therefore he could tell me that they
were in contact with the Americans. He knew of the talk I had had
with Himmler at the end of 1946, that is half a year earlier, and he
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also knew of the tasks which Himmler had assigned to me to help
rightist forces to assume power and to promote the splitting of the
Communist Party., He also knew that Himmler had told me that
probably in the near future my further tasks and instructions would
not come from the Americans directly, but from the Yugoslavs.
Well — said Rankovich — the Yugoslavs meant Tite and
him, and in future ] would receive instructions to carry out tasks from
Tito, or rather from the mediator appointed by Tito. This above all
was theobviousfact which proved tome forthefirst time thatit wasnot
only the Yugoslavs already organised in France who were in close con-
tact with the Americans, but also several from among the members of
Yugoslav government cireles, including Prime Minister Tito and the
Minister of Home Affairs Rankovich. Here 1 must refer to the fact
that, when Rankovich produced that certain photostat copy, 1 teld
him that my formal organisation based on that photostat copy was
entirely unnecessary because I agreed with them politically, anyhow.
Rankovich then told me that I, as a Minister of ﬁﬂme Affairs, must
understand that he, in his capacity of Minister of Home Affairs,
would deem it necessary from a technical point of view to carry out
even this small job in order to possess every guarantiee that I shall
respond to their directives. Nevertheless i.l:u:y assured me that thcy
did not want to entrust petty jobs to me. They knew my abilities,
my position in the government and the Party, and they would assign
great political tasks to me. In connection with this he told me that
later on we would talk of many more things.For the time being I may
comsider it ag an instruction alzo on behalf of Tito that in case I had
not yet completely earried them out, I was now to perform the tasks
given to me at the end of 1946 by Himmler, that is by one of the
leaders of the American intelligence service.
The President : Did he refer to Himmler also on that oceasion?
Rajk : He mentioned again, also in this connection that they
were informed in full of my conversation with Himmler. This was
known by Prime Minister Tito as well as by him. It was especially
emphasised that I should most actively see to it that a strong anti-
Rakosi, that is, nationalist, anti-Soviet fraction be formed within
the Commumst Party. This time — as I was saying — I had to
realise in fact that there was close contact between Prime Minister
Tito, the Minister of Home Affairs Rankovich and other leading
Yugoslav statesmen, and the American intelligence services. I bad an
idea — and later on this became stronger — that this connection
must have been of an earlier date, since a recent relation cannot
duce such complete co-operation. I cannot give up the idca that
drobably the Americans were in possession of some compromising
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evidence against Tito dating from the fascist era in Yugoslavia by
which they held in their power, both him and the other Yugoslav
statesmen now in leading positions, who were already organised
in France.

The President : And parallel with this, you had maintained
your connections with the Yugoslavs aclive in Hungary, with
Brankov, Mrazovich, Javorsky, and Calinovich?

Rajk : As far as my connections with the Yugoslavs are con-
cerned, namely with Brankov, then later when Mrazovich became
minister, with Mrazovich, Ciemil and those mentioned, these can be
divided inte two phases : the first one until the time of my talk with
Rankovich, that is, until summer 1947 ; the second one from the
summer of 1947, when I returned from my holidays, until my talk
with Rankovich in Kelebia,

The President : You have already expounded the first phase,
only you have not as yet spoken in detail about the handing over of
informatiom.

Rajk : To the first phase I only wish to add that this contact
was not merely a tentative relation and the begioning of an acquain-
tance, when they were trying to get to know me, and I was trymng to
get to know them.It was rather that I constantly transmitted political
-information and other matter to Brankov and the others. This supply
of data was of course not discontinued even alfter my talk with
Rankovich.

The President : What type of data did you supply? In fact,
what did it comprise?

Rajk : It comprised, for instance, what was of the utmost
interest to the Yugoslavs and the Yugoslav government — the
Hungarian budget. Then the particulars concerning the conspiracy
led by Ferenc Nagy, that is, by the right wing of the Independent
Smallholders’ Party, by Béla Kovics and others. They also received
from me the operation and service regulations of the police. They
asked for and received Hungary's administrative map. All these were
in effect state secrets, and the Yugoslav circles reccived them from
me as such, through Brankov,

The President : Did they also receive data on the State Defence
Authority? ’

Rajk : Besides this data, they constantly and continuously
received information on any question in whatever connection concern-
ing the Miﬂisn;y of Home Affairs or the State Defence Authority.
Independently from me, they also received data from Under-Secretary
of State Endre Szebenyi and from Cseresnyés, who were advised by
me personally to be at the service of the Yugoslavs in every respect.
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The President : To whom else did you give such instructions?

Rajk : Aza matter of fact, in the Ministry of Home Affairs, to these
two persons. My contact with Brankov received an entirely different,
or rather a new character, after my conversation with Rankovich,

The President : Did the supply of information not extend to
the military field?

Rajk : It did not extend to the military field, because — al-
though I did not know this then and found out about it later —
they had a special network on military lines leading directly to Palffy.

The President : So, in eral it can therefore be said that
you supplied them with all the data concerning the whole of the
political and economic life.

Rajk : Yes. After my first meeting with Rankovich my contact
with Brankov took on a new character. One after another directives
arrived from him. ] had hardly returned when one of these directives
Pnsaud on by Brankov said that I should make use of all means to
place in leading positions in the police and army reliable elements,
suitable to our policy, that is nationalists, chauvinists and anti-
Soviet people. In connection with this he emphatically called my
attention to the fact that it was not sufficient to place such elements
in leading positions but that the whole of the police and the whole
of the army, as armed units, should come under the influence of
Tito's policy, that is, should be impregnated with the spirit of
nationalism, of anti-Sovietism, and turmed towards the United
States. Rankovich suggested through this message that, in order
to realise this, a police and army delegation should be sent to Yuge-
slavia where the police and army representatives would be supplied
with an abundance of everything, Tite would be popularised amo ng
them and all the n.rlvan‘t.ngea and magnificence of Yugoslavia would be
shown to them in this way, so that returning home with the hest
impressions, they should continue their pro-Yugoslav activities
within the police and army. I recollect that the despatch of a police
delegation to Yugoslavia did take place, and so that it should not
attract too much attention because of its one-sidedness, the Yugoslavs
also sent a Yugoelav police delegation in exchange.

Rankovich also proposed, in order to deepen the pro-Yugoslav
policy within the army and the police, that I should propose to the
government that certain army and police officers should be zent to
attend Yugoslav army and police officers’ schools, e that armed
leaders, completely reliable from the point of view of the Tito regime
mnd Tito policy, could be shaped. While the visit of the police dele-
gation was successfully carried out, because of intervening events
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— which will be related later — I was no longer able to organise the
army delegation nor the sending of army and police officers to
Yugoslavia.

On another occasion Rankovich also sent a message through
Brankov that I should try to place everywhere nationalist, chauvinist,
anti-Soviet, and pro-Angle-American elements, not only in leading
positions in the army and the police, but also in the various sections
of the state apparatus, in ministiizs, civil service departments,
factories, village and municipal institutions, He even mentioned that
I could use for this purpose Tibor Szényi who was developing this
policy within the Communist Party. This is how I also found out
that Tibor Szényi too — who was an organised agent of the Ameri-
cans and had returned home to Hungary as such via Yugoslavia —
had alse been handed over by the Americans to the Yugoslavs to
carry out certain partial tasks. I say certain partial tasks of the
Americans’ because, according to my knowledge, Szényi was in close,
direct contact with the Americans right until the end, independent
of the Yugoslav line. Szdnyi did receive the instructions from me
about carrying out these tasks according to Rankovich’s meSsage,
just as he gave Palfl'y his orders about his tasks as far as the army
was concerned. As far as the police section was concerned [ did not
need to give instructions there, because I, as Minister of Home Affairs
carried them through myself. This also was contaiped in Rankovich's
message — and this perhaps came sooner than the message addressed
to Szényi — that I should try to help the Barankovics Party and the
Pfeiffer Party in their election propaganda for the 1947 elections.
It is also necessary to know that soon after I returned from my
holidays in Yugoelavia, Ferene Nagy was exposed, the Ferenc Nagy
government fell, and as a result of this the new parliamentary
elections were annouced in which two new parties, the Barankovies
and Pfeiffer parties, took part. The message said that instead of the
right-wing of the Smallholders’ Party, disrupted after the conspiracy,
the new grouping of the right-wing forces and their growth must
be helped and that I, as Minister of Home Affairs, should not put
obstacles in the way of the clection propaganda of the Barankovics
and Pfeiffer parties. Of course, according to the constitution of the
Hungarian Republic they could freely carry out their election
propaganda. But the question here was not that I should hinder the
propaganda of Barankovics or Pleiffer in an unconstitutional way,
but — and this was emphasized in the message — that I should
not hinder the Barankovies Party and the Pfeiffer Party in their
election propaganda when the propaganda was contrary to the
constitution of the Hungarian !{‘epuhlic.
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Another message from Rankovich at that time —which is closely
connected with the message about the elections — was that I was
to connive at the especially strong anti-peoplez democratic, anti-
Soviet and pro-Anglo-Saxen policy of the right-wing Social Democrats
during the elections, and as a member of the sceretariat to try to
get them to put up with it within the Party leadership, within the
Commuinist Party leadership. The content of the message was that
I eould argue with the Party that one cannot light on two fronts
during the elections ; one cannot fight against a right-wing of a
fascist nature, and at the same time against the right-wing of a

arty which is after all a workers® party, therefore one should allow
Free scope to the aetivities of the right-wing Social Democrats on
the basis of the policy of chosing the lesser evil. In connection with
this Rankovich’s message pointed out that to his knowledge the
right-wing Social Democrats — how he knew about it I do not know —
were trying to use the elections, the election campaign and later
the election results, to blackmail the Communist Party and for
the capture of various leading positions in the state apparatus.
His message— based on the above political reasoning — said that
I should argue within the party leadership in favour of allowing
the right-wing Social Democrats various posts with the aim of
neutralising them. If needs be I should argue that we are making
thiz= concession temporarily and will win them back later.

On this basis, said the message, excellent opportunities are
opened up for the right-wingSocial Demoerats to win leading positions
in the varions fields of state activity, especially in the armed pnlice
units, the state defence organizations, the AV, the state defence
department, as well as in the economie police, the military political
department and tht army. Rankovich also gave reasons here why
he proposed this through Brankov. He said that at all events there
was a common basis with the right-wing Social Democrats, that is,
that they turned towards the United States and Britain, that they
were anti-Soviet and for this reason, if they were inside the army,
the police, the armed umits and in various sections of the state
apparatus, thiz would fit in also with our political aims, our projects
against the peoples” democracies and the Soviet Union.

ere was another very important message from Rankovich

at this time — the second half of 1947 — which again I could not

explain, and he only unlarged upon it in Kelebia. This message read :

ould a proposal be handed to the Hungarian government from

Yugoslav government concerning the setting up of youth,

women’s and trade union Balkan federations, I, as a member of
¢ government, should try to support it with all my might.
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Finally one more directive arrived from Tito and Rankovich
in the second half of 1947, that is, after the meeting at Kelebia.
Efforts should be made to withdraw the whole of the police and
the army, as the armed forces, from the influence of the Communist
Party and in general from the political influence of the people’s
democracy and to place them more and more under right-wing
political influence. One of the ways of doing this — justified in the

_message — Was that I should suspend the political activities of all
Party branches within the police and, in fact, in this way kill two
birds with one stone. First : | would withdraw the police from the
political influence of the people’s democracy, and more than that,
from the Political influence and control of the Communist Party.
In the second place, as Minister of Home Affairs, I could become
without Party control the all-powerful master and leader of the
police organisation. I could make the whole force entircly dependent
on me, and, as such, it could be used in the event of an anti-govern-
ment mobilisation, as an entirely trustworthy, united armed force.
This should later have been carried out in the army on the police
pattern. These were the messages which I received from Rankovich
in the second half of 1947.

At the end of 1947 the signing of a Yugoslav-Hungarian
friendship pact came on to the agenda. In connection with this Brankov
sent a ‘message that I should use this opportunity to Pnpula.rise
Tito, for this would mean the popularisation and strengthening of
the aPPen.l of Tito’s policy. He also told me that Tito's reception
in Hungary was my task in my official capacity as Minister of
Home Affairs, and I should prepare a reception such as only the
%;nntest leader deserves. To discuss details, Minister of Home Affairs

ankovich sent a delegation headed by Milich a few days before
the arrival of the government delegation ; as far as I know, Milich
was the head of the Yugoslav UDB or at least one of its leading
officials. Milich visited me with Brankov at my flat. They told me
that this opportunity must be used to organise exaggerated security
measures so as to emphasise the person of Tito as a leader. They
proposed things like that on the route along which Tito was to go
to where he was staying or along which he would go during his visit
in the course of his various Dﬂsicial activities, everybody should be
displaced from the flats having windows facing the street in order
that no bombs or shots should be aimed at Tito from one of these
windows. On the day before, all the drains would have to
be examined to see if any delayed-action mine or other sort of bomb
had been hidden there and after the closing of these drains, after
the examination, guards should be ostentatiously placed there in
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order that everybody should see that it was done beeause of the
personal security of Tito, Mrazovich, who was already here as
minister, emphasised especially that, as for Tito’s accomodation, he
should get one of the most beautiful villas of Budapest. As I did
not succeed in ensuring this last condition in the first few days,
Mrazovich alzo visited me in his capacity of minister, that is, officially,
and told me the following: He ased me officially to inform the
Hungarian Government that he had told me, according to instructions
received from the Yugoslav Government, that if we could not
ensure a villa worthy of the person of Tito for his accomodation,
ang if we were not willing to carry out the necessary security measures,
the Yugoslav Government delepation would cancel the journey
to Hungary necessary for the signing of the friendship pact
between the two countries, This announcement was made about
36 hours hefore the arrival. I tried to fulfill these demands in their
entirety, It was not my fault that we did not fulfill them one
hundred per cent. The Hungarian Government intervened in the
affair and simply forbade me as Minister of Home Affairs to take
exaggerated measures. In connection with the arrival of Tito T
received a special task, to mobilise the whole of the National
Federation of the People's Colleges, the Hungarian-Yugoslav
Society, and the Democratic Union of the South Slavs of Hungary
to arrange a veritable Tito festival in Budapest with a torch-
light parade, inthis way too, to emphasise the personal impor-
tance of Tito. s

There was another occassion when I delivered information
while I was Minister of Home Affairs, that I have not yet
mentioned, for I have spoken only about 1947, In 1948, T delivered
the resolution of the Information Bureau to Brankov orally because
I had no written text, weeks before its publication. So with my help
Tito and his group learned about the resolution of the Information
Bureau much sooner than they could receive it through the orga-
nisation or after its publication. The placing of spies is also related
to my espionage activities. I am now thinking of those I have already
mentioned : Sdndor Cseresnyés, an agent of the Yugoslay intel-
ligence, Béla Szisz, an agent of the British Intelligence Service,
Frigyes Major, the agent of the American intelligence ageney, the
CIC, Marschall,  the agent of the French intelligence agency.
I am no longer able to remember the exact time when I appointed
them to this or that leading job.

The President : Or when you had them appointed.

Rajk : Or when I had them appointed. Tt is also part of the
category of my activities as Minicter of Home Affairs that

59



I tried to place not only those persons who were organised, but
also people of whom I knew that they were Trot:kyists, Deményists,
Weiszhausists, nationalists, chauvinists, anti-Soviet and anti-
communist, And what is more, 1 even considered people in whomn
these traits were not completely evident as satisfactory, but I knew
that they would remain faithful to my person whatever happened
and thus, I should be able te carry out my Pnlic}-‘ lhruugh ithem,
too. Now this category, this category of nationalists, chauvinists
or those under my pm—snnu] influence, includes in part people whom
I tolerated around me in the Ministry, for they were useful people
and I found them already there when I entered upon my office.
For example, Endre Szebenyi was such a person who was at that
time only a departmental chief and T promoted him later to be
Under-Secretary of State. [ introdueed into the ministry Colonel of
Police Gyula Oszké, whom I made the leader of the police cadre
department, the personnel department, precisely because I considered
him politically rehiable for my purposes.

In addition to these elements, there were in the Ministry of
Home Affairs some definite Horthyist elements in the police like
Korondy, of whom I knew that he was an officer of the gendarmeric
and took him over as such from Pilffy. Such people were appointed
in the army and in the different sections of the state apparatus
through Sz8nvi. To increase my own influence with the State Defence
Department I endeavoured to place, to appoint the colonels, lieute-
nant-colonel: and captains Kilesics, Rath, Kovics and Beck. It
was not my fault that 1 did not sueceed in keeping them permanently
there. The chief officers of the State Defence Department exposed
and removed them. o

I also made it possible for various leading right-wing politicians
to be able to escape from Hungary after they had been exposed.
So Béla Varga, Kiroly Peyer, Szélig, Sulyok and Pfeiffer — all
these left the country while 1 was Minister of Home Affairs. I had
no instructions for this from Rankovich, but I myself thought that
if their policy was to promote the general advance and organisation
of the right-wing forces, then an important part of this was for me
to promote the escape of right-wing clements, as they could be used
from abroad.

Among all my activities as Minister of Home Affairs I naturally
considered my participation in the conspiracy the most eriminal
and at the same time the most important in itself — the leadership
of that plot and organisation against the government which [
undertook on my own account and which was aesigned to me as
a task by Rankovich in Tito’s name, in Kelebia.
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The President (producing a document): Look at this. Is this
your signature?

Rajk (steps on to the platform and looks at the document):
Yes, it is mine.

The President : Yes. So you signed it. You signed the document
for ending Imre Gayer's internment . ..

Rajk : Yes.

The President : ... as Minister of Home Affairs, on December
17, 1946, the same Imre Gayer of whom you have already spoken . ..

Rajk : Yes.

The President : ... whoee political role, whose ideology that
was sharply opposed to socialist development, whose past you knew.

Rajk : While I was Minister of Home Affairs I freed from intern-
ment not only Imre Gayer but, as I remember, others too as, for
instance, Jozsef Dudds and Horvith, who were well-known Trofky-
ists in Hungary. I ordered them to be set free also in order to help
the right-wing movement.

The President : Yes. I will show you something else. I this
also your writing? Look at it.

Rajk : (Steps on to the platform and looks at the document).
It 1s my writing.

The President : “Endre Gischitz may be admitted to the
Budapest Area Secretariat. Extended. Rajk. The Budapest Committee
of the Hungarian Communist Party.” Who iz this Endre Gischitz?

Rajk : He was a leading member of the Demény fraction.

The President : Let us change the subject to the meeting at
Kelebia.

Rajk : All right. The government delegation led by Tito
arrived to sign the treaty of friendship, and after the signing of this
treaty the Hungarian government held a hunting party in honour
of the Yugoslav government delegation headed by Tito.

The President : Plcase give only the main points. A hunting
party was held in Kelebia, and you met Rankovich there, Describe
briefly what happened at this meeting.

Rajk : Rankovich ler'l me know through Brankov that at the
end of the hunt he wished to speak with me in one of the special
géaloon cars in the Yugoslav train. This talk actually took place.
During this talk Brankov acted as interpreter between me and
Rankovich ; there was no one clse in the saloon car. Summing up
the political parts of what Rankovich told me there, I can tell you
the following : We have to strive to averthrow the peoples’ demo-
cratic regimes of the peoples” democratic countries which came into
being after the Liberation, to prevent their socialist development,
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partly to win over the democratic revolutionary forces, to separate
them from the side of the Soviet Union and partly, where there is
no other way, to annihilate them. Instead of the peoples’ democratic
regimes in all these countries, that is, in the peoples’ democracies,
bourgeois democratic regimes must be set up; that is, instead of
development towards socialism, napitalism must be restored. These
bourgeois democratic governments would turn towards the United
States instead of towards the Soviet Union and in such a way that
rallying around Yugoslavia, or rather Tito, they would form a
federation under the leadership of the Yugoslav government, a
federation which would rely on the United States. This federation
would at the same time form a military block on the side of the
United States and against the Soviet Union.

The President : What plan did Rankovich tell you for carrying
thi®out?

Rajk : T told him that I did not quite understand how Yugo-
slavia, Tito’s government, wanted to carry out this policy ; for there
were certain contradictions, at least on the surface, between the
present situation in Yugoslavia and what they wished for as their
final aim, the reestablishment of capitalism through the overthrow
of the peoples’ democratic regimes,

The President : And what did Rankovich say to that?

Rajk : In answer to this Rankovich told me the following :
First of all, T should realise — he said — that neither Tito nor the
rest of the members of the Yugaslav government wanted a people's
democratic regime even after the Liberation, and through it the
building of socialism in Yugoslavia. If they as a government were
still compelled to take such revolutionary measures which in essence
and de facio began to lead towards the liquidation of capitalism,
this was not because they wanted to carry out this programme in
earnest, but hecause they were cnmprr':l]-ed to do so uoder pressure
from the Yugoslav working masses. Also, after the conclusion of
the Second World War the general situation in Central and South-
Eastern Europe was such, that Yugoslavia, or rather the Yugoslav
government, Prime Mipister Tito and his associates, had to take
into account the Soviet Union and the mew peoples’ democratic
countries, too. So it was on the basis of these two factors that they
were compelled to take measures leading to the liquidation of capi-
talism. Rankovich emphasised very strongly that they were “com-
pelled to take” them and pointed out immediately that at the same
time, right from the very beginning, they took good care that true
revolutionary, socialist elements should not gain powerin Yugoslavia
and that the state power should remain centralised in Tito’s hands and
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in their hands. Here he explained right away that this was why
they had organised the People’s Front on nationalist principles
in Yugoslavia; why they did not ensure and did not allow an
independent role to the Communist Party but amalgamated
it into the People’s Front precisely in order to  prevent
the existence of an independent party in Yugoslavia which would
erystallise and mobilise the revolutionary forces. Rankovieh said to
me that after the liberation,in 1945 and 1946, the situation was such
that Yugoslavia could well afford to stay in the background, pre-
tending to a seemingly revolutionary character before the Soviet
Union and the rest of the people’s demoeracies. He, or rather Yugo-
slavia, did not have to undertake unpleasant tasks against the
Soviet Union and the peoples’ democracies, for in each country
that had set out on the spath of the peoples’ democratic development,
the old reactionary political forces were relatively so large that it
was possible to count upon their victory and, in case of their victory,
on the establishment of bourgeois-democratic regimes in these
countries. S0 — he said — for instance Hungary, if the conspiracy
had not becn exposed, would have been quite close to such a deve-
lopment. In this case, if the development had taken this line,
sald Rankovich, Yugoslavia's active foreign policy would have
started only when these right-wing forces would have triumphed
in the individual peoples’ democratic countries, and then Yugoslavia
in alliance with them eould have carried out the forming of such
a bloc. Then he said : The situation has, however, changed to such
an extent that Yugoslavia must relinquish her backgronnd role and
Yugoslavia herself must step into lhe%urf:gwund : Yugoslavia must
be the organiser and guide of the rest of the peoples’ democratic
countries in the overthrow of the peoples” democratic regimes and
in the establishment of a confederation of this kind, which stands
on bourgevis-democratic principles and relies on the United States,
as a military bloc against the Soviet Union. I wish to emphasise by
the way that Rankovich on the occasion of our talk in Kelebia
stressed that in what he told me he was giving me the Tito plan and
that he was following Tito’s instructions in telling me about this.

The President : What is Lhat plan?

Hajk : Well, the plan was that since the right-wing forces in
all the peoples’ democratic countries had been defeated one by one
Yﬂgnslavia had to undertake the role of organiser and leader of
the overthrow of the peoples’ democratic regimes. Yugoslavia,
however, — said Rankovich — could not in Tito’s evaluation do
this by openly coming out with the announcement of such a policy.
She could not do this because both among the masses of the people
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in Yugoslavia, and in the rest of the peoples’ democracies, too,
frilsndsh.ip towards the Soviet Unionhad strong and deep roots and the
socialist camp had immense strength, Therefore, Tito had to carry
out this policy under camouflage, by deception. According to
Rankovich, Tito conceived this policy of deception in the following
way, First of all, Yugoslavia had a great attraction for the rest of
the peoples’ democracies because of the war, or rather because of
the heroic partisam battles of the peoples of Yugoslavia. So Tito
thought that this attraction, this popularity — outwardly empha-
sising and stressing friendship with the Soviet Union and  the
peoples” democracies — must be taken advantage of and empha-
sised in order that, rallying around Yugoslavia, various federations
should be concluded between Yugoslavia and the other countries.
Tito wanted to carry out this grouping around Yugoslavia in a
deceitful manner, again cloaked in socialist, pro-Soviet and pro-
people’s democratic guise by referring to the fact that Yugoslavia
had ap important strategic role against the aggressive policy of the
United States and the Anglo-Saxons in general, because of her
geographical situation. Precisely because of this, it was in the interests
of the Soviet Union and all the peoples’ democracies to support
Yugoslavia so that Yugoslavia should defend the intercsts of the
rest of the people’s demoeratic countries against the attacks of the
Anglo-S5axons. This would have been the chief argument by which,
taking advantage of the popularity and the attraction of Yugoslavia,
they would have given economic reasons also for having to build
such a federation around Yugoslavia. This, the negotiations for the
establishment of a such federations would have been condueted,
for the time being, with the existing governments of the peoples’
democratic countries. Tito emphasised, however, that simul-
taneously with such agreements, or negotiations for such agreements,
steps must be taken — again under the guise of friendship towards
the Sovict Union and the peoples’ democracies — to remove the
democratic forces in the peoples’” democratic countries from under
Soviet influence and to bring them, and organise them, under
Tito's influence, The establishment of the various Balkan asso-
ciations with which Tito would politically also have laid a foundation
for, and promoted the establishment of, such a confederation, served
the same aim. Finally, the last point of this task would have been
that at the time when a policy for the overthrow of the peoples’
democracies was being followed in these two spheres serious steps
should simultaneously be taken within every single people’s demeo-
cratic country, according to Tite's instructions, ?nr the speedy umni-
fication and preparation for action of the definitely right-wing
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reactionary florces, so as to be able to remove the peoples” demo-
cratic governments in power at a given time with arms, that is by
force, if necessary.

The President : For Hungary, you had this task, hadn't you?

Rajk ;: For Hungary I had this tazk.

The President : For Hungary, was there some sort of special
aspect to this task? Or was this task indentical in the case of every
people’s demoeracy?

Hajk : For Hungary and in the case of the other peoples’
democracies too, Rankovich considered this Tito plan — as they
used to call it among themselves — Tito’s special plan and its reali-
sation, a special way, a special policy. And this referred not
only to Hungary but to all the other peoples’ democracies as well,
At the same time Rankovich remarked that Tito was, of course,
a much better strategist than to wish to realise this programme
on the same pattern for every country. He would pay attention
to the special conditions, the existing political balance of forces,
in each individual country.

The FPresident : And as for your activities against members of
the Hungarian government, did you not receive some special tasks?
Were there no such members of the government whom they consi-
dered special antagomists, whoze disposal would have been a primary
task? %’as there no mention of this?

Rajk : Yes, it was mentioned. The task relating to Hungary
was to overthrow the people’s democratic regime in Hungary, of
course, to arrest the members of the people’s democratic government
and within this. ..

The President : Who were the most outstanding enemies?

Rajk : ... and within this the most dangerous ones, as Ran-
kovich said, must be liguidated, if there was no other way.

The President : Who were these by name?

Rojk : By name he thought first of all of Rikosi, Geré and
Farkas . ..

The President ;: Did he only think of them or did he definitely
name them?

Rajk : He definitely mentioned them.

The President : So he mentioned these names?

Rajk : And he tald me that I would be responsible for carryng
out this whole programme in Hungary, and in connection with this
he told me right away Tito's evaluation of the situation in Hungary
and the forces on which one could rely.

The President : So he enumrrated all the reactionary forees?
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Rajk : In general he enumerated sall the reactionary forces,
dacisi\rel}f emphasising that first of all the key positions in the
armed forees, in the army and the police, must be in hand, that
reliable people must be placed there and a correct policy carried out
through them.

The President : And with this, the meeting at Kelebia came
to an end? Did he not mention how you would remain in contact,
whether you would get further directions?

Rajk : The meeting at Kelebia ended with Rankovich on one
hand promising further directions and oo the other hand calling
my particular attention to the fact that I should not feel myself
being insolated, asin addition to them there were other forces at
work, too, which had almost as much weight as what we should do.
In connection with this he mentioned that the Marshall Plan intro-
duced by the United States would have an effect which was to
aggravate the economic position of the peoples’ democratic countries,
in order that through the raising of economie difficultics, the grouping
of these states into one fronmt on the bhasis of common economic
interests should also be speeded up. -

The President : What was the other of point view?

Rajk : We must take into account — said Rankovich — the
policy of provoking a war, which iz becoming more and more intensive
on the part of the United States and of the Anglo-Saxons in
general and which will have the effect among others on Hungary,
too, and on all the rest of the peoples’ democracies of raising
doubts in people who are politically less mature, who would fall
for a war panic and because of this panic would try to turn rather
to America.

The President : Did he promise actual Yugoslav military aid?

Rajk : Yes. He emphasised that, with a correct grouping of
the forces, I could count om such support, but he considered it
decisively important that in political activity, in the organisation
of the forces I should rely on my own internal support.

The President : Yes, you said this already.

Rajk : There are one or two more points of view which I think it
is important to mention. Among other things, Rankovich emphasised
very strongly that an extraordinartily strong propaganda campaign
supporting the whole Marshall Plan and the warmongering policy
of the United States, would be directed against the peoples’ demo-
cracies, by the British Labour Party, as well as by the Blumists
and Sara ﬁuiatu. that is, by the French and Italian right-wing socialists
and the British right-wing Labour Party, mainly by taking advantage
of the network of right-wing Social Democrats in each country.



The President : After the Kelebia meeting did youn talk about
this with any American officials?

Rajk : Yes. This happened in the spring of 1948. T talked
with Mr. Chapin, the Budapest Minister of the United States, I
informed him that I had bad talks of this kind with Rankovich and
that at these Rankovich had emphasised that when the time came
for action, the United States would try to time something forthem
to tie down the Soviet Union and so to prevent the Soviet Union
Arom interfering-in the seizure of power in Hungary.

The President : What did Chapin say?

Rajk : Chapin hesitated a little whether to make a statement
before me or not — later he did, and said that he knew of this plan
and that the United States would not put any obstacles in the way
of carrying out Yugoslavia's policy. This, at any rate, made it obvious
for me that it was not simply out of personal vanity that Tito
wanted to be the leader of several countrier at the head of a confedera-
tion, but that Tito had submitted his finiched plan to the Americans,
that they had approved it, or perhaps they had even worked it
out together, and Tito’s government was simply carrying this out.

The President orders a brief interval.

Afier the interval the trial continues with the examination of the
accused Rajk.

The President : So we are finished with the meeting at Kelebia.
What did you ecarry out from among the instructions you were
given at that time?

Rajk : After the Kelebia meeting, what I should first have
done was the promotion of the establishment of the so-called Balkan
associations. I had had messages about this from Rankovich even
before the meeting. For the fact was thatin Tito's poliey for tearing
away the democratic forces from the Soviet Union, a decisive place
was given to the establishment of various Balkan associations with
Belgrade as centre. In the middle of 1947 — as Rankovich told
me — they began, as part of the five year plan, the building of
youth railways with the purpose of assembling there large youth
delegations from the different peoples’ democratic countries and of
winning them over for Tito’s policy in such a way that they, returning
to their countries, would prepare the realisation of the proposed
Balkan youth associations with Belgrade as centre. This would
have meant the remaoval, the tearing away, of the youth from Soviet
influence.

The President : Tell us to what extent and how you carried
out the instructions which you got from Rankovich in Kelebia,

following the date of the Kelebia meeting.
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Rajk : T was to promote all these associations in Hungary.
And among these, most decisively, the trade union associations, with
the pretext that they had speeial technical problems and we would
thus have removed the working class from the influence of the
Soviet Union.

The President : To what extent did you succeed in this?

Rajk : T did not succeed in doing this. I could not carry out
the grouping of the reactionary forces either, because in the early
spring of 1948, that is. after the Kelebia mecting. negotiations on
unification were started hetween the two workers' parties and the
unification of the twa workers’ parties gave rise to a process in the
whole of Hungarian political life, in the course of which the forees
which we had previously placed were expelled from their various posts,

It was, furthermore, not possible to carry out assignments
received with regard to the wvarious social bodies either, because
during 1948, with the setting up of the new povernment. our men
already placed in all spheres of state life. in soacial bodier
and state offices, the army, the leadership of the soecial bodies and
everywhere else, were removed. Neither was the reactionarv eatholie
activity and propaganda led hv Mindszenty, of which Tito had
hoped much, successful, a2z through the nationalization of the schools
the strengthened central government of the people’s democracy took
one of its most important instruments out of the hands of catholic
reaction, it divorced the vouth from the influence of catholic reaction.
A very decisive blow was struck at the whole plan by the resolution
of the Information Bureau which exposed Tito"s policy and with
thie. in fact, closed the first stage of Tito’s poliey during which,
under the pretence of professing friendly feelings, he wanted to
overthrow the people’s democratic governments in the wvarious
countries,

The President : But you did carry out some positive activities
in the interest of the common atms?

Rajk : T did carry out positive activities. After my talk with
Rankovich, T got into tonch with Palffy who had just then returned
from Rome, where he also at the same time ...

The President : He will tell of this himself. So vou admit that you
made contact on the same line and for the same purpose with Palffy.

. Rajk : Yes. T gave instructions to Palffy. T gave similar instrue-
tions to Szényi. 5

The President : The same. He reported to you on his talks
in Rome with Nedelkovich. and you told him of your talk with
Rankovich. And after™that? Did you continue your activities of
supplying information?
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Rajk : I continued my activities, supplying information right
until the end.

The President : You continued them right until the end. You
have already given an account of an important event, have you not,
how yon gave away the rezolution of the Information Bureau before
it was published.

Rajk : T disclosed it beforehand. It is here that my talks with
Szényi eome in. Szdnyi received concrete instructions to step up
his anti-Soviet, nationalist propaganda and the organisation of the
reactionary forces; but all this was frustrated by the change in
the political circumstances already mentioned, My conecrete acti-
vities : I then spoke to Korondy, carrying out the instructions,
that it was necessary that he should already think about setting
up a special police battalion for the possible arrest of the govern-
ment, Korondy was also told by me that in future he would receive
mnstructions for further tasks from Palffy, and since then I have
not spoken to Korondy about such matters. After the resolution
of the Information Bureaun I was vizited ]:I:v‘ Brankov, if T remnember
correctly, in August. He told me that Rankovich wanted definitely
to meet me to discuss the mew situation and discuss the tasks.
I said I was ready to meet him but only if Rankovich came to
Hungary and this discussion remained zecret. This meeting with
Rankovich was made possible by Mrazovich in the first days of
October, by Mrazovich taking me in his own car to Antal Klein's
hunting reserve beyond Paks to the Biritdpuszta where Rankovich was
already waiting for me with two companions in a keeper's hut.
I found out later that Rankovich’s illegal journey to Hungary was
prepared by Pilffy. As the commander of the frontier guard units,
he helped him across the frontier.

The President : So you know that Palffy carried out the
necessary arrangements at the frontier for this purpoese? )

Rajk : Yes. As I do not know Serbian, Mrazovich, the Yugo-
slav minister, interpreted all my conversation with Rankovich.
Rankovich began with the following : The resolution of the Infor-
mation Bureau changed nothing in the final aim of which he had
already informed me in Kelebia, that is, the overthrow of the peoples’
democratic governments and the setting up of bourgeois democracies,
the formation of a federation centred on Yugoslavia, relying on
the United States, against the Soviet Union. But with the changed

_conditions, the methods of carrying out have also changed, said
Rankovich. Conditions have forced us to take sharp and determined
“Steps to carry out this programme, and for this, three tasks
bave 1o be fulfilled in this respect. The first task, which falls to
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Yugoslavia hercelf, is the mobilization of the Yugoslav peoples
against the Soviet Union. The second in the peoples’ democratic
countries is the strengthening and organisation of the anti-Soviet
forces, and the keeping of the reactionary forces in readiness. And
the third task, making use of the great power antagonism between
the United States and the Soviet Union, to overthrow the people’s
demoeratic government power in Hungary at a given point of time
through arms and force. Rankovich put the following before me
in detail in connection with the realisation of the three programmes :

A certain transition period was needed until it was possible
to take an open stand against the Soviet Union, becanse to their
own greatest surprise, among the masses of Yugoslav working
people after a few vears of Tito propaganda, friendship towards
the Soviet Union and lovalty towards the Soviet Union was much
more deeply embedded than they would have expected,=o that in
order to turn the masses of the Yugoslav people against the Soviet
Union, a special programme had to be worked out. Rankovich called
this programme Tito’s ingenious plan of reorientation, by which he
meant that the pro-Soviet masses of the Yugoslav working people
have to be turned against the Soviet Union. This plan, according
to Rankovich, was shown to the ministers Djilas and Kardelj and
Minister of Home Affairs Rankovich by Tito when it was worked
ont, and was debated and accepted by them.

The essence of this reorientation plan was first of all to eriticise
the resolution of the Information Bureau in a friendly spirit, to
pretend to their own masses, as though they only wanted to clear
up some misunderstanding with the Soviet Union. At the same time
as the friendly criticism, they would also voice their praise of the
Soviet Union. Later they would change their friendly eritical voice
and begin to call the Information Bureau resolution a slander, but
still not with a hostile voice against the Soviet Union and the govern-
ments of the peoples’ democracies. At a later stage they would make
the Soviet Union responsible for wanting to hinder the Yugoslav
peoples in their socialist development out of malevolence, saying
that she wanted to force her from the road of socialism and, with
thie"artificially propagated alleged behaviour of the Soviet” Union,
they would justify the fact that Tito, who wants to build socialism,
has to turn to the United States for all sorts of economic aid.

* This wonld be followed by the last™phase of the reorientation
policy which would show that while the Soviet Union prevents
the socialist development of Yugoslavia, the United States™ helps
it forward and with this it"would be possible to turn the Yugoslav
people against the Soviet Union.
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Tito, according to Rankovich, counts in this connection upon
this propaganda being taken up by the Western states and being publis
cised by them, and the task of the Titoites in the various peoples’
democracies is also to intensifly this propaganda. Rankovieh said
that in addition to this propaganda, which was being carried on
to turn the masses of the people against the Soviet Union, it has
to be understood that the decisive c¢mphasis is not only on this
propaganda, but upon the co-operation of all the existing reactionary
forces of all shades, that is from the nationalist elements, from the
anti-Soviet elements right to the former fascist elements. Because,
as he said, all meane which can be used in the interests of the alm
have quickly to be thrown into battle before the lurther strengthening
of the various peoples’ democracies can take place, Precisely for this
reason he Propased that in addition to the propaganda carried on
we should dehnitely turn nol only towards the latent hostile ele-
ments in the army and the police, butl also towards the former
fascist and Horthyist elements dismissed from army service. He
even mentioned that we could look for support among such elements
as former army personalities, as for instance Jinos Virds, former
Minister of Defence, and others, who were dismissed from army or
police service because of their fascist past. Rankovich specially
emphasised that the main atlention has now to be turned towards
these elements because these are potentially given, and have only
to be rallicd. In this eonneclion he called my attention to the fact
that we should increase our activity more than hitherto in conne-
ction with the kulaks, to win the kulaks over and to rally them.

Rankovich emphasized : it is Tito's most definite view that
after the Information Bureau resolution there can no longer be a
question of taking over power in a peacelul way, but the people’s
democratic government system has to be overthrown and state

wer must be captured by a violent armed coup d’état. He empha-
sised in this connection that I should turn my attention to the
activity which the Western Powers are also carrying out in pre-
aration [or these events, At that time the list which, on the
asis of the Marshall plan, prohibits the delivery Lo the peoples’
democracics of various highly important raw materials, semi-linished

" or finished articles, was not yet known, but Rankovich, on the basis of
Tito’s message,called attention tothefact that thiswould happen,asthe
*purpose is to cause great economic difficulties and with it dissatis-
~fmetion in these countries, Rankovich especially stressed that I
¢ should watch, already at that time, that is in October, 1948, when
~1 was speaking to him, that Mindszenty was eonducting a political
;‘;lttlck against the government which was much sharper and more
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openly conducted than anything before. Rankovich said that this
wuas not happening on the basis of Mindszenty’s own head and
convictions, All the force of the Vatican had to be thrown inte the
bight for the prevention of further democratic, socialist development
m the peoples’ democratic countries. Rankovich also said that in
connection with the nationalisation of the schools Mindszenty was
successful in starting a small peasant rising in Pdcspetri against
the government measures; at the suggestion of warious cireles
among the Great Powers, at the suggestion of the Vatican, Mind-
szgenty would now follow a policy determined to do anything, so that
by the end of January and February 1949, events will have reached
a stage where there would be not one Pédespetri, but in all counties,
towns, districts and villages, similar risings would break out against
the central democratic government. Rankovich drew my attention
to this because all these events would be very useful, so that thesc
forces should be rallied through suitable preparations, and so that
they could be drawn into the further struggle right to the overthrow
of the central government. It was of this that Rankovich said that
therefore Tite had not only an ingenious reorientation policy to
achieve hiz final aim, but then there was also unity of policy bet-
ween Tito, the United States, Britain, and the great Western powers
in general, and the Vatican, to overthrow the democratic govern-
ment power of the peoples’ demoeratic countries, Apart from this,
said Hankovich, he stressed in any case the basis of Tito’s message,
that the most important thing in the overthrow of government
power was armed stremgth. I should here not only count on the
Hungarian armed forces which exist in Humgary, I should before
all else count on Tito, whe, departing from the Kelebia plan, was
ready to put at my disposal significant Yugoslav units immediately
at the beginning of the overthrow of government power. In this
connection Rankovich told me the following in Tito’s name : suit-
able people will be chosen and various units will be formed, which
they will station at the Hungarian-Yugoslav frontier. So that their
use should not cause a stir in Hungary, they are trying to compose
these units of Yugoslav Hungarians and they will cross the Hun-
garian frontier in Hungarian army uniformsz. He said that of course
it was unavoidable that, especially among the leaders, there
should be some who counld unlpy speak Serbian, but as leaders they
would pass, among the many Hungarians. Rankovich said that Tito
wanted to play for safety and did not even entirely trust whatever
information he would get from us as to the reliability of the Hun-
garian units. Precisely for this reason he would stiffen and eupervise
all the units which would have the duty of fulfilling important tasks
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with Yugoslavs put onto Hungarian territory. He especially drew my
attention to the fact that Tito was absolutely determined that at
the time of the coup d’état, at the same time as the coup d'état,
the Hungarian government would have to be arrested and three
of its members, Rikosi. Geré and Farkaz would immediately have
to be killed during the first action. In conneetion with this R ankovich
said that, of course, a brutal appearance had to be avoided. Perhaps
it eould be explained thatone of them was an aceident, the second cansed
by illness, the third commited suicide or had to be killed because
he was trying to escape. Aceording to Rankevich it was these three
people whom Tito considered so dangerous that he absolutelv
insisted on their physical liguidation and wanted this duty defi-
nitely to be fulfilled by a unit consisting mainly of Yugoslav cadres
because they have excellent experience from the partizan struggles
of how to get rid of people, and the adherents of the resolution
of the Information Burean who had been arrested or had tried to
ezcape could also talk about these experiences.

The President : Did he not suggest other armed support?

Rajk : In additionto this armed force, Prime Minister Tito
also took other armed forees into consideration when working ont
his plan, notably the former Horthvist and Szalasist military
police and gendarmerie fascist units in the West, in the Anglo-
American zone. In connection with this, he told me that at the
time when he talked to me, measures had alreadv heen taken by
them, that is by Prime Minister Tito and Minister of Home
Affairs Rankovich, to get in touch with the commanders of these
units. As Hungary is separated from these zones along the Austrian
frontier by a border line which is a Soviet zone, these units would
come back to Hungary from Austria through Yugoslavia and
whatever happens, these forces would already be at my disposal
at the time when the putsch was to be carried out. Now, so that
the concentration of these forces along the Hungarian fromtier
ghould not attract attention., Prime Minister Tito worked out a
special plan on this which was approved by the ministers Djilas
and Kardel; too, notably that they would revive the charge of
revisionism against Hungary.

The President : What do you think, what would these faseist
and Yugoslav units have done if they had succeeded in getting to
Hungarian territory? Did you think of this then?

Rajk : In any case, there would have been acts of the greatest
cruelty and massacre against those democratic forces which have
pushed them out of the country, gradually liquidated capitalism,
distributed the land, nationalised the factories and banks, ete.
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Obviously I realised that, for I am a politician and I know the
ABC of politics,

The President : Let us continue.

Rajk : Tito’s plan was that he would spread the charge against
Hungary among the masses of the Yuguslav people that Hungary
has aggressive aims against Yugoslavia, trying with the tacit consent
of the other peoples’ democratic countries and even of the Soviet
Union, to reconquer the territories inhabited by Hungarians from
Yugoslavia. Starting with the charge of revisionism and using it
as a reason, they planncd to provoke a mass of frontier incidents
between Hungary and Yugoslavia. From the end of 1748 onwards,
the Yugoslav Government raised the charge of revisionism against
Hungary also in official terms, for example, the president of the
Serbian Parliament made a statement in the Parliament protesting
against the revisionist policy of the Hungarian Government. About
the same time the frontier incidents proveked by the Yugoslavs
also started, and in several cases even ended with the brutal marder of
the Peacefu:] Hungarian frontier guards ; and they put it all in such
a way as if the frontier incident had been begun by the Hungarian
gide. It was also in connection with this plan that they issued
leaflets in Yugoslav territory both in Hungarian and in Slav langna-
ges, the latter for the Yugoslavs living on Hungarian territory,
which contained sharp attacks against the Hungariaﬂ government,
anti-Soviet slanders, zeveral times using a very loyal and friendly
tone towards the UnitedStates,and they sent a part of these materials
through their agents along the frontier to their cover-organisations,
the Yugoslav-Hungarian Society and the organs of the South-Slav
societies, to spread them.

Eut, what is much more serious, they brought very large
quantities of them by the diplomatic bag to the Yugoslav Legation
and the diplomatic corps of the Legation used to distribute and
spread them. _

The President : What were Rankovich’s claims against Hungarjr
on behalf of Yugoslavia?

Rajk : Prime Minister Tito and his suite, Djilas, Kardelj and
Rankovich,had already communicated conerete demands concerning
their elaims after the seizure of power.

First they wanted to ensure their full right to command
the armed forces, that™is,"the "army and the police. To ecarry
this out Prime Minister Tito told me that it was his most
decided wish that Pilffy should become the Minister of Defence,
for he was a reliable person from his point of view, and that the
Yugoslav agent Anton Rob should become the Minister of Home
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Affairs. Keeping in view, of course, the final aim of shaping a
bloc of states, Tito demanded such a foreign policy, and its
guarantees from Hungary, as would always be in harmony
with the foreign policy of Yugoslavia, that is, that her foreign
relations too should be subordinated to the Yugoslav Government.
Finally, as Yugoslavia was a less developed country industrially,
he claimed that the whole of Hungarian industry should in the
first place be subordinated to the fulfilment of the Yugoslav Five
Year Plan and economic policy, even if this overrode Hungarian
interests. He considered that this was guaranteed by my person,
for he wanoted me to become Prime Minister, and by Paitty and
Anton Rob. He told me through Rankovich that Lic had no vbjections
if the followers of Ferene Nagy who had fled to the West und some
of the social democrats who had fled to the West, also obtained
seats in this government. So the essence of Tito’s government plan
was the conception of a right-wing coalition government,

The President : {ahnwing a number of photographs): Have
& look at these photographs. Do you recognise the place of the
Paks meeting on them?

Rajk (steps belore the President,and looks at the photographs
for long time): Yes, 1 recognise the road, the environs and the
keeper’s hut, too.

The President (showing one of the photographs) : This is the
road to the keeper’s hut, is it not?

Rajk : Yes, this is the road to the keeper’s hat. This is the
keeper’s hut itself. And this kilometre stone 116.

The President : This is the bus stop, is it not?

Rajk : Yes.

The President ; And this is kilometre stone 116 from close by.

Rajk : Yes.

The President : Who was present at this meeting?

Rajk : At this meeting Antal Klein sitting in the gig, and
Gybrgyi Tarisanyds were present.

The President : You said before in connection with the Paks
meet;i_ng that it was the first time Rankovich said that your anms
could be realised Dnly h}* arms in the situation caused ]J:,r the Iufor-
mation Bureau resolution exposing the policy of the leaders of
Yugoslavia. Was that said in the eourse of the conversation?

Rajl : Yes, it was.

The President : Is that so? Was there no mention previously
of arms and of violent means? At least, this is indicated by the
statement you made before, saying that you consulted Korondy
already in the summer of 1948, that is, before the Paks meeting,
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ahout the mecessity for organising certain special armed units
with the aim of anmihilating Hungarian political leaders — this
so-called “ligidation”. Well, that too is an armed violent method.
So it was already mentioned belore, So it was not new.

Rajk : We discussed it in 1947 at the meeting in Kelebia ...

The President : All right, 1 only wanted that. It was not
mentioned first in Paks, but before,

Rajk : There 13 a difference I should like to underline. At the
Kelebia meeting it was mentioned as a possibility that in
the given situation, by armed force,.. Now the Tito plan
emphasised clearly that these would by armed force...

The President : You mean as the only possible means.

Rajk : Definitely as the only possible means and what is more,
with the support of the Yugoslav forces,

The President : And what happened after the meeting in Paks?
Outline that. What did you do in the interests of the things you
discussed there?

Rajlk : 1 spoke with Palffy and teld himm what he had to do
and later 1 spoke with Széinyr too. 1 aquainted him with the
conversation with Rankovieh.

The President : What did you tell Palffy?

quj}c : 1 told P&lﬂ'}r that all the forces in the army should be
listed and units should be formed which would be suitable to ca
out such an armed putsch, taking into consideration that they would
be supplemented by the Yugoslav units te be deployed by Tito
and Hankovich and with the western units sent across.

The President : Did you not bring some instructions for Palffy
from Rankovich?

Ruj.tn: Rankovich told me that Pilﬂ}" was in direct contact
with them, too, and that he was responsible for the whole military
side for they wanted to keep the military operationsin their own hands.

The President : 1hd you not tell Pilffy that Rankovich had
instructed him to work out a plan?

Rajk : 1 did not,for Palfly had already got this order from the
Yugoslavs through his own chanmels before I had spoken to him.
He started to tell me about his plan and wanted to show sketches
of the plan to me. I did not take it over, so he told me by word of
mouth about the formation of various units for the occupation of
institutions, telephone exchanges, ministries, ete. . . . First he reported

to me about it only by word of mouth but at that time he outlined
only the most important things.

The President : He worked it out in writing later?
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Rajk : He worked it out later in writing and wanted to hand
it over o me, but 1 did not accept it and he intormed me only by
word ol mouth about the most important details.

The President : When was it that Palfy mentioned the plan
worked out in writing?

Rajk : 1t was at the beginning of 1949, but 1 don’t quite
know in which month.

The President : You say that it happened already at_the
beginning of 1949, Lhat means that the essence of your relation
to Fallly was characterised at this time by your urging him to
work out this plan, and you had certamn talks about the matter.
What did your contact with libor Szényi consst of ¥

Hajk : | consulted Libor Szémyi in the sense that he should
carry out this mobuisation of the forces in the spheres of state
policy and cadres policy. | made him aquainted witn the fact that
the q'l.hﬂﬂ'l’.'lﬁn all‘Eﬂﬂ.}' Was to L‘,H.I'I}" out an arrmed Putsl:h.

But the measures | had taken met with such diticulties when
1 tried to carry them out, that not very much came of the whole thing.
First the man on whom 'L1to counted most, Mindszenty, was on the
orders of the Hungarman Government placed under arrest and so
ithe whole mobihsation of the reactionary torces based upon Calholic
reaction faued. At the same tunea greal sirengthening ot the central
guvernment power started wilh the tormation of the Feople’s Front
and 1n additon, with the purification of the army and of the diferent
s¢.t1ons ol the siate apparatus, so that the Litoile concentraton of
forces recerved one biow aller another or, considering the whole
thing from another poimnt of view, the Hungarian central government
power, the p-i:uplt:*u democracy, was strengrnened at a tremendously
iast rate trom the end of LY%6, 1t was as a resull of this that byin
Prume Mumster Lito and the Mumster of Home Affaws Rankovich
displayed a great deal of merveusness with regard to Hungary.
At the end of Uctober, Lhat 1s hardly three weeks alter our meeung,
Brapkov visited me at Hankovich's behest.,

Upon instructions from Rankovich,he told me that Rankovich
and Djuas were not satisfied with developments in Hungary. LTwo
weeks later, Mrazovich called on me, also on the instructions of
Hankovich, to express their disapproval that we were nol making
satistactory progress in organising the rightist reactionary forces,
although Yugostavia was rather advaunced in concentrating the
troops along the border. ln reply, 1 told Mrazovieh that no matter
how much Fremier lito and the Minister of Home Atfairs Hankovich
were etriving to carry out a putsch and to consolidate the forces,
I must repund them that nowever blindly hostile our attitude
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towards the democratic Hungarian regime was, we must be aware,
if we think reasonably, that it would be impossible to effect such a
putsch at that time. It was characteristic that in their
reply, Premier Tito and the ministers Djilas, Kardelj and Rankovich
not only did not reconsider their point of view, but on the contrary,
instructed Brankov to pretend to desert Tito and side with the
people’s democracy. Then as a follower of the people’s democracy
living in Budapest, he could on the one hand supervise my activities
and, following Rankovich’s instructions, keep me under his control,
" and on the other hand be could keep up the connections between
Rankovich and mysclf, concerning questions of the moment.

Summing up in brief, the more [ 'came to the conclusion that,
because of the development of affairs, it seemed almost impossible
that anyone in his right senses should thiok of carrying out a putsch,
the more reckless and determined Premier Tito and his companions
became to interfere in Hungarian political life for the preparation
of an armed putsch.

Upon instructions received from Rankovieh, Brankov told
me already in April that there was no need for me to be pessimistic,
because while, on the one hand, the troop concentrations along the
Hungarian border were proceeding in good order, on the other
band, in the person of Ferenc Kisbarnaki Farkas, contact was
established with the Horthy-fascist military units gathered in the
Weet. As they said, this Ferenc Kisbarnaki Farkas was the com-
mander of the Horthyist, Szalasi-fascist military units quartered
in the West, therefore the Titoites had in fact taken all measures
to carry out their programme.

The President : In addition they were urging you all the time.

Rajk : Yes, they urged me.

The President : Was it perhaps in consequence of this urging
that you allegedly discussed with Szdnyi a certain conference to
be held in summer 1949, Do you know of this? .

Rajk : Yes, 1 do. They were pressing me very much. I had to
g{:uduue something at all costs, and although I pointed out to

azovicth already in November that it was foolish even to think
of carrying out such a putsch, yet in order to show something, I
reported through Brankov that with the help of Sadnyi 1 was plan-
ning a conference to be held in late summer when the matter would
be discussed.

The President : But you actually did negotiate with Szényi!

Rajk : I did indeed negotiate with Szényi. I told Szényi
this, all the more so because if Brankov should wish on Rankovich's
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instructions to check up on this matter, he could convince himself
that I had actually told Szényi this.

The President : And when in that certain respect you gave
a negative reply to Brankov, was it then your final attitude, or
was it only for the time being?

Rajk : My attitude was only for the time being, because
objectively I considered the carrying out of the plan impossible.

The President : You did not anticipate a change even with
regard to the future?

HRajk : This means that had an opportunity presented itself
in the future, I certainly would have seized upon it.

In connection with Tito's support h:,r intervention, I must
also mention what Brankov as well as Mrasovich told me on instrue-
tions from Rankevich and as a message from Tito, namely, that
they were thinking not only of intervention, of armed *assistance™
to Hungary, but that they were also trying at the same time to
create, in the peoples” democracies surrounding Hungary, adequate
conditions favourable for the accomplishment of such an action.

This policy comprised the beginning of what was already
reported to me and for which I, as a person reading foreign news-
papers, could also obtain actual evidence, namely, that in the
countries where the Catholic church enjoyed greater influence,
that is mainl}f in Poland and Czechoslovakia, ]argc-scnlc disturbances
similar to a political campaign or to the one initiated by Mindszenty,
began against the regimes of the respective countries.

Tito sent me word saying that with regard to Bulgaria, against
whom nationality grievances could be raised artificially, this policy
for erystallising the reaction would be promoted through nation-
ality questions, in insligating serious nationality incidents. With
reference to the whole bloc policy, Rankovich had already remarked
in Paks that they would dispose of a small country like Albania
in no time, as they would not only colonize it but would abolish it
as an independent country and incorporate it in Yugoslavia.

Most decisive was Tito’s plan for aid to Greece. When I spoke
to Rankovich in Paks, he already emphasised that there was no
reason for them to conceal their policy from Greece. Rather it was
in their interest that the United States "should stremgthen its
basis there in agreement with them, that is, with the Titoitcs, and
the sooner the better. Just for this reason Yugoslavia, though still
using some concealment, would come out ever more openly for the
isolation of democratic free Greece from the rest of the peoples’
democracies, so that, in consequence of her isolation she should be
strangled, with the monarchist forces gaining the upper hand.
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Rankovich also told me that, almost at the same time as the events
in Hungary, with methods similar to those used in Hl.l,;|::|.gar],.r.| that
is, by means of their legations — which since 1945 in every peoples’
democracy had set up hostile epy organisations and recruited the
reactionary forces — they wonld strive to induce their followers
on the spot to do active political work, exploiting almost the same
reactionary forces as those already enumerated in connection with
Hungary. In other words : Tito’s policy of intervention in connec-
tion with Hungary would be organically completed by the policy
continually pursued by Tito towards the other peoples’ democracies.
Ag he put it, besides the United States undertaking something
against the Soviet Union at the time of a putsch, Yugoslavia, too, to
tie the hands of the Soviet Union, would in certain pt‘.np]es* democra-
cies provide for various disturbances of a lesser or greater degree
to make the chaos complete. Of course, the final aim in these
peoples’ democracies would aleo be the overthrow of the regime
and the restoration of capitalism.

The President : Were you informed of Brankov's pretended
change of sides?

Rajk : 1 was informed immediately after he changed sides.

The President : You will soon tell us of this and we shall
clear it up. When vou became aware that Brankev's change of sides
was only a pretence, what followed then? In the course of the conver-
sation with you, Brankov once acked you for some special task,
that yon should try to dispel the lack of confidence towards him,
as he felt that certain prominent people distrusted him. Briefly
tell us something about this.

Rajk : He asked me for two special tasks. One was, that he
felt that Rikosi, General Secretary of the Hungarian Working People’s
Party, Farkas, the D::put}* GencralSccrctar}r and Gabor Péter, head
of the State Defence Authority did not have full confidence in him.
He based this on the fact that he had worked out some plan and he
felt that they had only pretended to adopt it and displayed lack
of confidence towards him. He requested me as member of the scere-
tariat of the Hungarian Working People’s Party to exert my influence
to strengthen confidence in him, that is, to restore it I:D-mp]z:tr.lv.
I told him there was no pointin my acceding to this, as I actually
knew that such mistrust existed.

The President : What was the other special task?

Rajk : The other special task was, that in February. 1949,
or thereabout, he asked me in my capacity as Minister of Foreign
Affairs occasionally to put at his disposal the diplomatic courier
and a car of the diplomatic service in order to enable him to maintain

-
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contact with Rankovich without danger, so that Yugoslav spies
earrying out special instructions might enter Hungary uncontrolled.

The President : Did you comply with this?

Rajk : Owing to the above considerations, I did not comply
with this request.

The President : 1 have one final queston for you. What was
the name of your father?

Rajk : Jozszef, but he is dead.

The President : What was his surname?

Rajk : Jozsef Rajk.

The President : That is, Jézsef Rajk, as you say. What was
your grandfather's name?

Rajk : (irritated). My grandfather being of Saxon descent,
wrote his name as Heich.

The President : So you say that your grandfather was called
Reich. How did it become Rajk. Legally?

Rajk : Legally.

The President : How?

Rajk : T could not give the exact date when it was legalized.
In my certificate of baptism it is still spelled with an &, that is,
Reich became Rijk: anyhow, my university papers were made
out in the present spelling.

The President : You simply used an “a”™ dropping the accent.
And this you call legal?

Rajk : (remains silent).

The President : So you know that Rajk came from Reich.

Rajk : In this respect I wish to add that I am of Aryan descent,
and genuinely too, because on one side I am Saxon. The Hungarian
AIF'H.II. ]ﬂ.w .

The President : The qucstinn is mot whether you are of Aryan
or Saxon deseent. But look here, this is your birth certificate (showing
the accused) : born on March 8, 1909, vour father was Jézsef Rajk,
his son was Laszl4, that is you. If the Minister of Home Affairs
had not approved it, you were using this name illegally.

Rajk : (goes up to the platform to look at the paper, hands
it back to the President and returns to the microphone,)

The President : That will be all. The session will be resumed
tomorrow morning at nine o’clock.



Examinotion of Gyirgy Pdlffy.

On Saturday morning the Special Council of the Budapest
People’s Court continued the trial in the case of Liszlé Rajk and his
accomplices.

The President : Have the People’s Judges any questions to
put to the accused Laszlé Rajk?

The People’s Judges answer that they have no questions.
The President : And the prozecutor?

People's Prosecutor Dr. Gyule Alapi: 1 do not wish to ask
any questions. ;

The President : The defence?

Counsel for Defence Dr. Elek Kaszi @ 1 have no question.

The President : Then Liszlé Rajk, be seated. Bring in the
accused Gybrgy Palffy.

Before the examination of Gydrgy Pilffy, Counsel for Defence
Dr. Istvdn Kovdcs asks to speak :

— Before you begin the examination of the accused, I would
request that you give him permission to use his notes when making
his statement.

The President : There is no objection, he may if he wishes
use his notes at his discretion. — Gyérgy Pilffy, did you under-
stand the indictment?

Pélffy : T understood it.

The President : Do you admit your guilt?

Palffy : I plead guilty.

The President : To the actions stated in the indictment?

Palffy : Yes.

The President : Were you a professional officer of the Horthy
army?

Palffy : Yes.

The President : What rank did you hold?

Palffy : 1 resigned from the Horthy army with the rank of
first lieutenant.

The President : For what reason did you resign?
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Failffy : On personal grounds. I wanted to have a military
career in the Horthy army. I studied in the Military Academy in
1939 to become a staff officer. My wife was of Jewish extraction.
As a professional officer, I cbuld not marry her. Despite the fact
that 1 held fascist convictions, this private and personal reason
forced me to resign from the army. That is why 1 resigned from
the Horthy army in 1939, This circumstance caused a certain amount
of anti-German feeling in me. Despite that, I thought until the
winter of 1942-43 that German fascism would win the war, and
only after the Don débacle did I realise that the Germans had lost
the war, Then, however, I thought that Britain and America would
occupy Hungary and that a bourgeois democratic tendency would
take the place of fascism. This suited my political standpoint. Only
in 1944 did I see that it was obvious that Hungary would not be
occupied by Britain and America, but by the Soviet Union. I con.
cluded from this that the Communist Party would have great
influence in Hungary after the war, that socialism would evolve
in Hungary. This did not suit my political standpoint.

The President : Who were your parents?

Pilffy : 1 come from a bourgeois family. My father was a
bank director, my grandfather a kulak. My education was also
bourgeois, both at the grammar school and at hume, and especially
at the Ludovica Academy, where the counter-revoluntionary officer
corps was educated and trained, and where I too was educated.
This education was further strengthened when 1 served in the
Italian fascist army for one year in Italy, where I asked to be sent
to study as a prospective staff officer. I asked to be sent there
because then Mussolini and the fascist regime was my political
ideal. This also left its impression on me. So, taking all in all, it
had the result that the expected changes in Hungary, which could
already be foreseen in 1944, did not please me.

The President : What standpoint did you take in the face of
this in practice?

Pilffy : In practice I tried to find my place in the regime
that could be expected to take shape, not to serve this regime truly
and honestly, but to get myself a high post in the state machinery,
acquire influence and use this in the service of my unchanged poli-
tical convictions, that is in the interests of the western imperialists.

The President : Why? What were you thinking of?

Palffy : I was thinking that sooner or later the time would come
when such a regime would come to power in Hungary too, and I, who
had served this regime, would then attain to an even higher post.
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The President : You hoped through your machinations that
as a result you would advance still further. Did you speak about
this to lstvan Lénecz?

Fiiffy : In 1944, when I became sharply conscious of this
problem, and when 1 had to decide what attitude to adept towards
the trend to be expected, 1 talked this question over more than
once with my old triend, Captain Istvan Lancz, an officer of the
Horthy army.

Lhe Fresident : And what decision did you reach?

Pilfjy : 1 agreed with him that he should go to the west with
the Horthy army in which he was then actually serving, Then the
stream to the west was well under way. He should make contacts
there with the Hritish and Americans, depending on who would
capture him, or under whose authority he was. L would stay at
home and would attempt to establish the strongest possible left-
wing contacts, and would even try somehow to establish contaects
with the Communist Party, about whose existence I had already
heard, to ensure progress in this way in the interests of the above
aims. Qur idea was, that however the situation was to turn out,
we would, the one on behalt of the other, ...

The President : Guarantee the other.

FPalffy : Cover up for one another. [ called Lincz home, I told
him he could come home. 1 cleared him although | knew that he had,
in fact, made contact with the British Intelligence Service out there.
1 not only did not call him to account, or have him called Lo account,
but sent him back to the army and helped him to a responsible
position. 1 appointed him deputy inspector ol the artillery.

The IFresident : Alter that at bhome you quickly came into
contact with Laszlé Rajk. Pleasc speak about ths,

Palffy : Yes. My contact with Hajk began in 1945, At that
time il was not yet close, but began increasiugly to develop from
then onwards, I was then chief of the military poltical department,
and he was the Party secretary for Greater Budapest, We met
quite often. We were mutually sympathetic to one anvtner, It became
wncreasingly clear that our political convictions and outlook were
the same. Lhis became clear despite the fact that at that time Hajk
made me feel, not quite openly, but under cover, an important
part of his political convictions in which he agreed with me. This
was that we were enemies of the working class and socialism, of
the Soviet Union, and that we were bothsupporters of such a western,
bourgeois democratic regime.

The President : When, and to what extent, did your common
standpoint become finally clear after that?
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Falffy : In the spring of 1946 when I - made a general,
and in addition Lo being ciel of the military political department
was given a new assignment as the commander-in-chiel of Lhe trontier
guards, 1 noticed that Kajk’s interest in me was growing. From then
on he already spoke more openly in front of me, hus destructive
criticism of whe Farty leadership and of the Soviet Union became
more open. This became more intense at the end of 1940 and the
beginmng ob 1947. He was then Minister of Home Aflairs. We met
much more frequently. Then we me longer expressed our points
of view in front of one another in a more or less disguised manner,
but spoke openly against the system that was then already developing
and against the prospective development which was 1hen already
evident. We were already saying tnen that something would have
to be done in the interests of our conceptions.

The President ;: What was the perspective then? Development
towards socialism?

Palffy : I'he perspective at that time was that the country
would progress towards socialism along the path of peoples
democracy. We were already saying then that the need was for an
active fight and action.

The President : ‘That in the face of thiz development. ..

Falffy : In the tace of this development we would have to
take an active stand. It was clear that the tinal aim, and at the
same time the means, of thns active stand was the seizure of power.

The President : How did you think to seize power?

Pdlfjy : ln those days we imagined that, in the first plane
we woula try to make the vwo armed 1orces, the police and the army,
which were, because of our official posilions, under our influence,
into a personal instrument on which we could salely rely in our
ciforts tor the seizure of power. [herefore he, in the police,
and I, in the army, carried on planned and conscious work from that
time onwards,

The President: Say something about this conscious work.

Pdlffy : My destructive work of this kind in the army was
in various directions.T'he most important and far-reaching branch was
the cadres policy. | sabotaged the drawing of working class cadres
into the army, and I not only did not support the tew workers who
were nevertheless already there, or managed to get in, but pushed
them back, relegating them to a secondary position. L was the chief
of the military poutical department for three years and during
these years not a single worker managed to get into a leading position
even of a lower grade. On the contrary, in the interests ot the aim
previously mentioned, I brought back tormer ofticers of the Horthy
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army who were partly of pro-western convictions, partly of fascist,
chauvinist sympathies, in great numbers ; I promoted and supported
them and helped them to hagh posis. In this way, in addition to Lancz,
I put Dezsi Németh in the post of chief-of-staft of the frontier guards;
Korondy, who had been a gendarme, I put inte an important post
in the frontier guards, and later, at Rajk's request, 1 permitted him
to be tramsferred to the Ministry of Home Atfairs.

The President : Are there any additional names which you
could mention?

Palffy : Foldi was also an officer of the old Horthy army.
The second branch of my planned, destructive work was political
education and the political direction in the army which I dirccted
in a deliberately chauvinist spirit. 1 said repeatedly that there was
no need for a proletarian dictatorship for progress but that we
could peacefully grow into socialism. The need is not for the Party
to lead the country, but, as in Yugoslavia, for a mass organisation
of the nature of the People’s Front, in which all sections of the
pepulation regardless of class, the town and the village bourgeoisie
also have their place, and this plays the leading role.

» In this Trotskyist way, — of course carefully and under
cover — | introduced anmti-Soviet propaganda into the political
direction. 1 underestimated the role of the Soviet Union and, on the
other hand, I emphasised the role of Tito and Yugoslavia, becaunse
this regime, because of its militarist character, suited me politically,
and pleased me at that time., My further destructive activities
I carried out within the military political department where, in my
capacity as president of the Party organisation, 1 consciously intro-
duced such a dictatorial system. 1 compesed the Party leadership
from among the heads of the Department, the section and sub-
section chiefs, who, being, of course, directly subordinated to me,
simply carried out my orders as Party president. Thus, inner-party
democracy withered away, criticism became impossible, and through
this I wanted to succeed in weakening the fighting ability of the
military political ﬂapﬂrtmen.t in the struggle against the imperialist
agents, and that they should not, through such internal eriticism,
discover the hostile activities I carried on, for example, in the
sphere of cadres policy. Generally I considered the Party organisation
within the Army as an obstacle from the point of view of our plans.
I endeavoured to remove this obstacle. It came to this in 1947,
when Rajk returned from Yugoslavia. He told me that he would
dissolve the Party orgamisations within the police; he told me I
should do the same within the Army. The same was suggested by
my Yugoslav contact, Colonel Lozich, the Yugoslav military attaché.
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So I started even at the end of 1947 through my trusted agents,
to propagate that the Party organisations should be transformed
and that a masserganisation should be formed in their placeand, in fact,
atthe beginning of 1948 I had already succeeded in dissolving the Party
organisations within the Army and in thei‘rfplam establishing a mass
organisation which included the whole officers’ corps and which
was an instrument for me to educate the officers” corps in a chauvinist
spirit and through them the whole Army as well. I carried on further
destructive activities in my capacity of commander-in-chief of the
frontier guards. In this field my aim was to hinder the unity which
was developing with the neighbouring peoples’ democratic countries.
The frontier guard was a very good means for this. I could easily
cause frontier incidents both on the Czechoslovak and Rumanian
border, through the Horthyist officers appointed to the frontier gonard.
I arbitrarily had the frontier closed to those with land on both sides
of the frontier, So I achieved that the peasants on the other side
of the frontier became anti-Huongarian because the measure injured
their economic interests ; the peasants on this side of the frontier
who could not get over to harvest or plough became hostile to people’s
demoecracy. These measures at the same time caused strained
‘relations between Rumania and Hungary, and Czecheslovakia and
Hungary. On the Yugoslav and Austrian frontiera I did not strengthen
the frontier guards, but on the contrary, I weakened them — in
order to let the representatives of the regime I preferred go more
quietly and freely to and fro, across the frontier. So I knew that the
Yugoslav secret service had many spies among the officers and
warrant officers of the Hungarian frontier guards stationed on the
Yugoslav frontier, and that there were also many Tito sympathisers
there. Not only did I not remove them, but we agreed with Rajk
— for the situation in the frontier police along the Yugoslav {rontier,
which was under his command, was the same — that we should not
yield to the demand coming from below urging the purification
of the frontier guards and the frontier police after the resolution of
the Information Bureau. We decided that we would not dismiss
anybhody and in fact we did not remove a single man from there.

I also carried out such concrete destructive activities on the
southern frontier at the demand of a later Yugoslav contact of mine,
the military attaché Zokalj, Lozich’s successor. After the well-
known Information Burean resolution he asked me to make it pos-
sible for Tito to send propaganda material to Hungary smoothly
and without any ohstacles. T examined the southern frontier and
indicated five points to him. Three of them were in Transdanubia
and two between the Danube and the Tisza, I knew the conditions
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there, I knew that the frontier guard was weak, I knew the terrain,
and besides, I secretly weakened the strenzth of the patrols there
still further. I indicated these points to ZUkﬂlj and in fact anti-
Soviet papers and leaflets attacking the resolution were brought
over there at that time. I carried on these destructive activities
within the Army. My aim was, on the one hand, that the Hungarian
Armv should not be used on the side of the Soviet Union and the
peapries’ democracies in case of war, in case of an imperialist aggres-
sion, and on the other hand. that the army should become an obe-
dient instrument in our hands, in our activities aiming at the seizure
of power.

The President : When did you agree with Rajk that the Army
gshould become an obedient instrument in vour hands to seize power?

Pilffy : The middle of 1947 was the time when this became
concretely clear to us. It was preceded by a visit from Rajk in spring,
the early summer of 1947, to my flat in Buda. On this cecasion we
talked about the necessity of seizing power at any price. We said,
even at the price of armed violence. Rajk said that we could count
on the support of Yuposlavia, we could count on the support of Tito,
Rankovich and the Yugoslav leaders in general, with whom he had
very good relations of long standing. He told me that soon he wonld
go there because of this. He would go to Yugoslavia on the pretext
of having a rest, for it was important that he chould establizh perso-
nal and close contact with Rankovich. In fact, this journey took

lace.
d The President : Wait a bit. You spoke with Rajk about the
seizure of power sooner, not only in 1947,

Pdlffy : We had spoken from the end of 1946 about the necee-
sity for seizing power and forming a government.

The President : So the only thing vou mentioned later was
that vou would perhaps use the Army as well, in the interests of
the violent realization of the seizure of the power?

Pilffy : Yes, this was a' process which started at the end of
1946, It was greatly advanced and it= character became crystallised
in the autumn of 1947, when the Yugoslavs joined. The direction
became completely clear then: to strive to seize power by way
of an armed putsch, by making use of the army and the police and
with the adequate help of the Yugoslavs.

The President : Now continne what vou started to sav before,
that is. that Raik mentioned that he would go to Yugoslavia.

Pélffy : Yes.In fact, he did'leave and spent a few weeks there.
After his return I called upon him in th~ Ministry of Home Affairs,
where he told me in’detail about his visit '0 Yugoslavia. He told me
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that be had talked with Rankovich and other leaders, too. He told
me about his talk with Rankovich,and also said that he had informed
Rankovich about our cenceptions. Rankevich not only agreed with
them, but influenced Rajk most definitely in this direction, instructing
him that we should direct our activities towards the seizure of power,
and suggested the armed Pul,sch as the only possible means to
achieve 1t. He also promised the help and support of Tito and the
Yugoslav Government and reassured us that not only Yugoslavia
would back this enterprise, but the United States of America, too,
with whom they, that 15, Tite and Rankovich, had good contacts from
the time of the Second World War. In addition, Rajk alse told me
that according to the information given by Rankovich, the situation
between Yugoslavia and the Soviet Union was tense and would
become even more tense in the future. In this question Rajk agreed
with Yugoslavia. My Yugoslav contact dates from the same time,
roughly about the middle of 1947. 1 had some similar talks of a
political character with Colonel Lozich, In the course of these talks,
Lozich cxplained that Yugoslavia liberated herself by her own
efforts and would gradually come more and more under the influence
of the United States. Hungary has to follow this path, too. Ilungary
is backward in this respect, but this backwardness can’ be changed
with one single political volte face. In connection with this, he referred
to the fact that l{njk hada part to FI“}" in this political volte face, Hajk
was the politician who was, according to the opinion of the Yugoslav
leaders, suitable to earry out such a political volte face. It was he who
then gave me the advice that I was to work in the interests
of this, within the army, for the army was an important means for
earrying out such a political volte face.

The President : What do yvou know about the further contacts
of Rajk with Rankovich?

Pdlffy : 1 know of a meeting which took place at the end of
1947, on the occasion .of Tito’s well-known visit. I was not at home
at the time of Tiw's visit; I was in Rome at that time. After
my return, Rajk told me that he had succeeded in talking confiden-
tially to Rankovich on the way home — as far as I remember —
when he accompanied the delegation to the frontier. He informed
him about our situvation. This time, Rankovich gave him new
instructions. The essence was roughly this : the preliminary conditions
of Tite’s and Rankovich's sapport for our plan were that Rajk
should form a strong anti-Party, anti-Soviet chauvinist group from
among his men in the state apparatus, in the army and in the police
to have a basis on which he could rely and which would be at his
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I know about another meeting of Rajk and Rankovich, too.
This happened in October, 1948. It was an illegal secret meeting and
took place in Hungary. Rajk told me that he met Rankovich some-
where in Trapnsdanubia and informed him about our progress in the
execution of our plan. Rankovich was not satisfied with the rate
of progress. He urged us on, and at the same time he gave concrete
instructions, too. Hankovich indicated the spring of 1949 as the latest
time for the putsch, the armed uprising. He gave directions to Rajk
concerning the carrying out of the putsch, too. 1 confess that this was no
longer news to me, for I had previously received the same directions
from Colonel Zukalj, the military attaché. These directions which
Rankovich had, accurdinito Rajk, outlined were the following :
the removal of the Party leadership, the remowval of the government
and the formation of the new Party leadership and the new govern-
ment, should be carried out with the help of the reliable units of the
army and the police, before the spring of 1949 at the latest. The Party
leadership and the new government, in general the leading of the
country, thould be taken over by Rajk. As Rankovich explained
— according to Rajk, whose wordsI quote the decisive part of the
armed putsch and the preliminary condition forits success was the
arrest of the Party leaders, Rikosi, Farkas, Gerd, and in case of
resistance, even their physical annihilation . .. Since that was to be
the decisive part of the putsch, it should be prepared in the most
detailed and most precise way. Rankovich also promised to give
special help in this. For the rest hiz directive was that the putsch
should be carried out, as a surprise, in oceupying the key positions
in Budapest, carrying out the arrests I mentioned before, and later
a proclamation should be published, emphasising for the time being,
as a blind, friendship with the Soviet Union, but already pointing
out the close alliance with Yugoslavia; this proclamation should
already stress that Hungary offers to act as a mediator in the so-called
differences of opinion between the Soviet Union and Yugoslavia.
Independently of the proclamation, however, we must immediately
begin turning the country against the Soviet Union and, in close
alliance with Yugoeslavia, transfer her into the camp of the United
States of America. Rankovich also said that according to Tito's
dispositions the preparation of the putsch in the state machinery
was Rajk’s task ; the army and the police, that is, the use of the
armed forces, were my task. Rankowvich also said that according to
Tito’s disposition, Rajk would be the Prime Minister of the new
government and I its Minister of Defene.

The President : Tellus of your direct contacts with official
Yugoslav persons.
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Pilffy : Twas in contact with altogether four Yugoslav persons.
This contact of mine began in December, 1945. T was then chief
of the military political department, and Lazar Brankov, who
drew me into the service of the Yugoslav intelligence, was one of the
heads of the Yugoslav military mission, which operated under the
Control Committee, It was in this capacity that we got to know each
other and met a few times. On these occasions we spoke about
political questions and it soon turned out that we were both anti-
Soviet and that our views were similar. Before him T made no secret
of the fact that Tito and his system appealed to me very much.
Brankov used this to draw me more and more into the Yugoslav
intelligence service, to ask me for data. I regularly handed over
data to Brankov, fram the second part of 1945 until the middle
of 1947, data of a secret military, political and economic
nature.

My connection with him came to an end in the middle of 1947
because someone else took over his role — Colonel Lozich, the
Yugoslav military attaché, He arrived in Budapest; he was the
first Yugoslav military attaché. He visited me, and told me that
he knew of my connection with Brankov, that in Belgrade my person
and achievements in their interest were highly esteemed, and in the
future they wanted me to have an even more important tole. He
emphasized that he was not only a military attaché, not a mere
military attaché, but that he was first of all Tito’s confidential agent
who had important tasks here in Hungary. He told me outright that
from now on T should inform him, for he had taken over Brankov's
role. T gave him first of all data of a military nature on the organi-
sation of the army, on the war industries, on the political composition
of the army, confidential reports on the political education of the
officers — everything that he asked for. My connection with him
lasted until the beginning of 1948. Then, becaunse of an ineident, he
suddenly had to leave. He had to leave so suddenlv that he was
not even able to let me know who his successor wonld be. He told
me, however, that whoever his successor, the new Yugoslav military
attaché, would be, he would also be Tito"s trusted representative. and an
agent of the Yugoslav secret service. I should mention him, Lozich.
And that is"actually"how it happened. Some two months later the
new military attaché, Colonel Zokalj, arrived. He told me, right
at his first"visit,'that he knew"my role’and that he'would take Lozich's
place. Then I informed Zaknli, I gave him"data, I engaged in espion-
age for him, first of all on the organisation, armament, equipment and
plans for the development of the army, and the plans for the develop-
ment of the war industry which’were at that time already in existence,
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My connectinn which Zokalj lasted also to the end, up to his depar-
ture, until the very end of 1948.

Besides these three people, I was in contact in the meantime
with one other Yugoslav perzon. InOectober, 1947, Lozich told me that
Tito was coming to Budapest with a government delegation, but
he (Lozich) thought that it would not be wise if I tried here to get
in contact and talk with a person above him in rank. This would he
hard to carry out here hecanse of the heavy programme and the
great publicity. He would rather recommend something else. The
International Partisan Congress would take place in Rome at the
same time. I should arrange to go there representing Hungary,
There the Yugoslav delegation would be led by Colonel Nedelkovich,
one of the Ministers of the Serbian Federal Repuh]i:: : he is Tito's
confidential agent. I should get im contact with him, and he
would give me information, broader lines than that which Lozich
himself could tell me. I actually did this. With Rajk’s aid I was able
to arrange that the Partisan Association send me to Rome. Then
I got in touch with Colonel Nedelkovich who already knew all
about me. I had a wvery thorough discussion with Nedelkovich.
By way of introduction Nedelkovich strongly emphasised that he
was commissioned by Tito himself, and that he had come to Rome
to establish contact with me and to inform me now of Tito's plans
in their broader aspects and of my assignment. The substance
of this was that, aceording to the plan worked ont by Tito and
Rankovich personally, which, as Nedelkovich said, considered the
interests of the [nited States of America, and was moreover eo-ordi-
nated with her reprezentatives, the peoples’ democracies must be
wrenched awav one by one from the Soviet Union. Hungary too,
must follow this way. The peoples’ democratic countries and among
them Hunga‘n.f too, must be gradually transferred into the camp led
by the United States of America and must be turned against the
Soviet Union. The execution of this political change was Rajk’s
task. My task was to support Rajk through making sure of the army.
The President : You undertook to do this for Nedelkovich?
Pilffy : 1 did. As regards home policy a change to the People’s
Front must be made ; not the Party should be the leading force
but the People’s Front which united the remnants of the bourgeoisie
and contained alzo the capitalist class. Nedelkovich supplemented
all this with another detail. Within the framework of the great plan
previously mentioned, the suhstance of which was to wrench these
countries from the side of the Soviet Union and draw them over
to the American side, Tito, together with the Americans, worked out *
a detailed plan, a regional plan, the plan of the Balkan federation.
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This Balkan federation would have consisted, according to the plan,
of Yugoslavia as the leadinr power, of Hungarv, Bulgaria, Alhania,
and perhaps later — =aid Nedelkovich — of Rumania.

This association would have been an anti-Seviet hloc and
would have formed a part of the network of such bloes, all brought
mnto existence by Ameriea, which wonld all have served to encircle
the Soviet Uninn. The leader, creator and head of this Balkan
association would be Tito, Nedelkovich zaid. T pave an account
of this conversation with Nedelkovich to Raik upon my return,
Hajk was not surprizsed but said that he knew of these plans through
h{i's own channels. As a matter of fact, both of us approved of these
ideas.

These four persons were my Yugoslav contacts. But [ wish
to say that though I did indeed supply information and commit
espionage, the main point of these contacts was not this. The Yugo-
slavs streszed not petting information but directing our machinations
through the perzons previously mentioned, who were all Tito’s and
Rankowvich’s personal agents.

The President : But besides this. you did espionage work for
Brankov, Lozich, Nedelkovich and Zokali. Of what nature were
the data vou handed over? Give some details of this.

Palffy : T transmitted to Brankov the organisational structure
of the army at that time, with special attention to the frontier
guards because he was most interested in that, so I _acm.irute]}r
described the individual units, gave the names and character sketches
of the commanding officers ; the disposition, equipment, arms and
size of the units. In addition T supplied the data T had on the units
of the Soviet Army stationed in the country. I had some data on
where, in which town, Soviet forces of this or that branch of the
military services were stationed. These data, too, 1 handed over.
Alzo the news and data or plans of an economic and political nature
abhout which T found out at the Partv Centre. From the middle of
1947 onwards, right until the end of 1947, T met Brankov on several
occasions, every two months as a rule, and then T always gave him
data werbally, or in writing.

"7 Ta Lozich I gave first of all military information, the detailed
organization and equipment of the army, statistics on the compo-
sition of the officer corps, confidential reports on the political sitna-
tion within the army. reports on the prevailing atmosphere, reports
on the political education and, at Lozich’s request, data on the war
industry. Lozich®asked data”on"the capacity of the Hungarian war
industry before the war, duringthe war, at its peak, and at present.
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Ta Zn]mlj I transmitted data of the same nature, for in the
meantime there had been a change in the organisation of the army.
In addition I gave him concrete information on our officers’ training
planned for years in advance and also on the plans for the develop-
ment of our war industry.

These were the data I handed ower, These T learnt ex
officio in my capacily as head of the military political department,
and later, as inspector of the army. \

The President : In your opinion, were the data You gave away
among those of the most confidential character?

Pélffy : Some of them were, though not all, but there was more
than one that was strictly confidential.

The President : You received from Nedelkovich in Rome
directives in substance identical with those which Rajk — as you later
heard from him — had received from Rankovich? They were essenti-
ally much the same?

Pélffy : They were, since | had my separate connections with
Tito and Rankovich, through Lozich, zrﬂ:alj and once through
Nedelkovich. :

The President : And in just the same way, the instructions
that Rajk received later from Rankovich at the meeting in Paks,
were in subetance identical with those which yon received from
Zokalj.

' Pilffy : They were identical.

The President: Following from the reason yvou mentioned
before.

Pidlffy : Yes.

The President : Referring to that meeting in Paks, what orders
were given to you and what orders did you carry out in the interest
of getting Rankovich cross the frontier? Can you remember?

Pélffy : Yes, I can. At that time I did not know that it was
Rankovich. Rl 7

The President : Yes. _

Pélffy : It was about the beginning of October when Rajk
told me this much —that I should facilitate the smooth, undisturbed,
illegal crossing of the frontier and the return, on the same day, of
a prominent Yugoslav personage. I wanted to throw light upon
certain detaila"that did not yet appear quite clear to me. Then it
turned out that it would be an automobile with a Hungarian licence
number in"which that person would be sittine. He would have to
cross the frontier one day somewhere in Transdanubia, possibly near
the Danube, thatis, as far east in Transdanubia as possible,"and
return the same day without being exposed to hindrance, or being



checked up on, or detained in any way. This was the task. I accepted
it since, being the superior officer of tge frontier guard, 1 was familiar
with the conditions, and I knew that I should be able to prepare it
and accomplish it.

T accepted. Some three or four days later I informed Rajk
of the place I had picked out. I know the Yugoslav border well.
There is a village called Udvar situated between ten and twenty
kilometres south of Mohics. Some two kilometres north of Udvar
the Eszék-Mohdcs highway runs on Hungarian soil directly along
the frontier zo chat the road, the edge of the highway, forms the
Hungarian-Yugoslav border, Beyond the Yugoslav border there are
plough-lands with cart tracks. It is completely open territory.
If a car stops on the border and looks for some time across into
Hungary, then he can find out if there is any movement, any frontier
guard or patrolling sentry. If there is not, the car rolls smoothly
over those couple of hundred metres — on the highway — and in
a few minutes is near Mohécs, far away from the frontier strip,
which is the only place where anything can happen. I chose this
section. I knew that at that place the guard was very small in number.
At that time the numerical strength of the guard was such that only
two sentries could be sent out daily. So it was very easy for a car
to avoid running into the arms of the sentries.

When Rajk told me abowt the meeting with Rankovich and
his talks with him, I learned then that Rankevich was that impor-
tant personality and that he in fact crossed the border.

The President : In the course of your attempts aimed against
the state order, what other measures did you carry out on the Yugo-
slav border in order to open the frontier? Can you remember any-
thing?

gPﬁI_ﬂ‘f‘,': 1 remember, what T stated before, that once Zokalj
asked me to make possible the bringing over of propaganda material.

The President : Yes. Will you please tell us in detail how and
where this happened?

Pélffy : It was after the resolution of the Information Bureau.
Zekalj then informed me that the Titoites would launch systematic
propaganda in the surrounding peoples’ democracies, directed
agamst the Soviet Union, against the resolution of the Information
Bureau. He knew from the Titoites that they wanted to carry out
a similar Pmpaganl:la campaign in Hungary also, and that for this
purpose, illegal propaganda material, printed matter, leaflets and
booklets must be smuggled into the country.

The President : How did you carry this out? Tell us about it.
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Piélffy : 1 selected five places on the southern Yugoslav border;
three in Transdanubia, two between the Danube and the Tisza,
where, on the one hand, smuggling across the frontier was especially
easy, and on the other hand, the numerical strength of the guard
was inadequate to seal the frontier. | made it even easier by trans-
ferring men to other guards; thus the number of guards at these
special places was further weakened.

The President : Now summarise what orders yon, or Rajk
received from members of the Yugoslav Government, concerning
acts of terrorism to be organised against certain members of the

"Hungarian Government,

Palffy : The first time was about the end of 1947, when I had
a talk in Rome with Nedelkovich. Ile told me that in the course
of the changes to be effected in Hungary, the Party leaders would
have to be removed, they would have to be set aside. However,
he did not then reveal their names, nor did he tell me explicitly
what he by meant, the word “setting aside™ but that was the expres-
sion he used. I received orders from Rankovich through Zc.rka]j,
and Rajk received identical instructions from Rankovich. He told
me that the armed putsch would begin with the arrest of three
leading members of the Party and Government, namely Rikosi,
Farkas and Geri, and in the event of resistance, their annihilation.
It was clear to me what the formula “*annihilation in the event of
resistance”, really meant. I knew that it meant the killing of the
persons in question.

The President : Yes.

FPilffy : This order came to me along two lines: from Tito
and from Rankovich.

' The President : What did you do to carry out this order?

Pilffy : In the plan which I prepared for the bringing about
of the putsch, this was, in conformity with my instructions, a decisive
item. The relevant part of the plan ran as follows: — Colonel
Korondy, who as Rajk had told me, had known of our illegal activi-
ties for a long time, was entrusted with the formation of three groups,
three small groups each consisting of about a dozen men, who in
the late hours of the evening would have to put into effect simultan-
eously the arrest of Hikosi, Farkas and Gerd, and who would also
have to kill them if they resisted. The plan was — Rajk said this —
that since it was the most important part of the plan, the putsch
had to be done on a day when the three politicians were sore to be
in Budapest, that is, on a day of the meeting of the Political Com-
mittee or of the Council of Ministers, He set the time for 11 p. m.
or later, when they would surely sooner or later get home. After



having spied out their residemce, the groups, each comsisting of
a dozen men, would have attacked and disarmed the entourage and
arrested those concerned. 1 even talked of this question in a concrete
form with Korondy. This was in April 1949, a few days before May 1.
Korondy already knew of his assignment from Rajk, but 1 talked
it over with him in greater detail. When I told him of the above task,
he said that he had subordinates who had been gendarmes, at present
serving in the police and in the army. He could set up these groups
from among these. Then I told him of what Zokalj and Rajk had
heard from Rankovich: that we would get aid from Rankovich
for this part also. For Rankovich not only emphasised the importance
of this act of terrorism but even promised concrete help in it. He said
that before the putsch he would put a group of Yugoslav people
who were, however, of Hungarian nationality, over the border and
whu wau].d. wear I‘Iungarian EI‘III.'Y or _Pl;l].icﬂ un.ifﬂrms as Bx["!'l't.ﬂ*
in fact as hired assassins, with the purpose of making them available
for this act. I told Korondy, even if not in such great detail, that
they could count on Yugoslav aid and would get a special force to
perform this task.

The President : Earlier on you mentioned the plan of the
intended armed rising which you drew up. Now give me the details
of the drawing up of this plan. From whom did you get directions
for preparing ,the plan? When did you work it out and what was
its content?

Palffy : 1 had instructions for drawing up the plan for the putsch
through two intermediaries, but in the last resort, from one person,
namely Rankovich, for Zokalj conveyed Rankovich’s words and
Rajk, too, transmitted his talk with Rankovich. Both of them
instructed me to work out the concrete plan at this stage. [ did work
it out according to the considerations mentioned previously which
came from Rankovich. This was as early as November or December
1948. I told Rajk the outline of my plan orally, the substance being
that the putsch must be started by ten battalions of the army and
units of the police. In Budapest certain key points, first of all the
Central Headquarters of the Party, the Ministry of Defence and the
Ministry of Home Affairs, the State Defence Authority, the Radio,
the offices of *‘Szabad Nép™, public works, ministries, railway-
stations,and in addition,some working class districts where we could
count on resistance, would have to be occupied by these (orces.
Simultaneously with this, immediately before the occupation, the
arrest of the three politicians mentioned previously had to be carried
out by small groups. I would be commander of the whole armed
force, while Colonel Korondy would command the police unit. This
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was my general plan. Rajk approved this. T received instructions
to draw up a detailed plan later.

The President : From whom?

Pilffy : From Rajk. The reason for the delay was that we
could not propose a day for the time of the putsch — as Rankovich
said that a definite date could be set only with his approval, so we
first had to talk it over with him — because a score of events, on
account of which we had to keep on delaying things, intervened. In the
autumn of 1948 supervision of Party members began and this com-
pelled us to wait, for we did not know who would be affected, perhaps
the very people in the police and the army on whom we based our
plans. At the beginning of 1949, working class cadres gradually came
to the foreground both in the police and in the army. This again
partly upset the plan. So this was the reason why the matter took
80 long and we delayed with the date. Therefore, it was only in May
1949 that Rajk instructed us that now we must not delay any longer,
we must set the date for the end of May or for the beginning of June
and that I should work out the detailed plan. I worked out the
detailed plan for myszelf, noting down in my own hand on two pages
the most important things, in ten points, as memoranda, On a separate
sheet, on an outline map of Greater Budapest, I marked the key
points whichhad to be occupied, and filled in the size of the occupying
forces. I indicated the three political groups and the time when they
would have to step into action in ten points, and also the kind of
forces taking part in the putsch, that is, the local units of the army.
1 enumerated the points which would have to be occupied in Buda-
pest, exactly calenlating the time when the command would have to
be issued from Budapest to the troops in the provinees. The whole
thing was timed in such a way that it should start in the evening
and by next day even the last units should arrive from the country
and occupy the important positions in Budapest that were marked
out for them. It also contained whom I would appoint to command
the individual units. Following Rajk’s Yugoslav trip in the summer
of 1947 — when at Yugoslav instructions, preparations for the putsch
formed a definite task — we already talked about the need for rebears-
ing certain technical things. For this we should arrange trial mobili-
sations.

The President : Did you carry out this trial mobilisation?

FPalffy : Yes, I did. We had three opportunities for this. In the
aﬂpring of 1948, when troops had to be concentrated to receive the

ags. The second opportunity came in September, 1948, on Army
Day, and then in the summer of 1948, when, under the pretext of the
nationalisation of the schools, we ordered the nation-wide mobili-
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sation of the police and army forces. This was only a pretext for the
trial mobilization. In reality, that was when we found out how
effective the mobilisation would be in case of a putsch. That is why
I formed a staff in the Ministry. I even requisitioned the trucks in
the same way as we planned for the occasion of the putsch.

The President : You said that you told Liaszlé Rajk your
written plan.

Pélffy : Yee, in March I wanted to hand it over: but he
did not acrept it for reasons of secrecy.

The President ;: Did you tell Rajk about its content?

Pélffy : He approved of it and said T shounld put it away, we
would return to it. I kept it in my safe for two months and burnt
it only when I learned that Rajk had been arrested.

The President : According to the plan what would have been
the last thing to set the whole apparatus into motion?

Pﬂfﬁ' Rankovich’s ﬂupruvn] and agreement on the day,
whether in the last days of May or in the first days of June, were
gtill missing from the plan.

The President : 1 did not ask to know the day, but how you
would have started the whole thing?

Pélffy : The beginning of the whole thing would have been
the setting into action of those three groups of ten,to arrest Rikosi,
(Gerd and Farkas in the evming hours.

The President : That is to say, the first step would have been
the murder of Rikosi, Gerd and Farkas by the three groups under
Korondy?

Pdlffv : Yes.

The President : You sent Dezed Németh to Moscow in 1948,
did you not?

Pilffy : Yeas.

The President : You used your influence so that he should
go there and receive certain special assignments? In point of time
this happened round about the period when you continued your
spying activities also in Moscow through Dezs6 Németh.' Tell us
about this.

Pdlffy : T have to go back to the second half of 1946, At that
time Brankov asked me whether it was necessary always to call
upon me in comnection with the handing over of frontier guard
matters, or whether [ could attach a reliable person to him from the
frontier guard. T attached Dezsd Németh to Brankov. T already
knew him and was aware that he was an old fascist army officer.

The President : Did vou ask Dezsé Németh to provide the
information and did he do this as well?
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Pdlffy : Yes. He did, until the spring of 1948. Earlier T wanted
to send him to Belgrade to have a personal agent there.

The President : With what spying assignments did you entrust
him in Moscow?

Pilffy : 1 in fact transmitted z::kalj's tasks. T told Zoknlj that
there was now an opportunity to send him to Moscow. He immedi-
ately seized upon it and stated that Németh would also have to
continue his spying activities in Moscow. He could not yet give the
details, only that he would establish contact with Moscow, but in
any event he would be an agent of the Yugoslav legation.

I also informed Németh but I did not tell him that this came
from Zokalj. He left in the second half of 1948 after Zokalj had told
me, following the resolution of the Information Bureau, that now
Németh’s role was much more important than before,’as the position
of the Yugoslav legation in Moscow had become more precarious.
As long as there was no resolution of the Information Bureau he
could more freel}r act as a spy, but after the resolution th!.:}r would
be in a more difficult position ; that was the importance of Németh
working for them. Still later, in the autumn of 1948, he informed
me that he now knew who would make contact with him : Mrazovich,
wheo was, first, Yugoslav minister in Budapest and then minister in
Moscow. So that I could inform him of this I called him to Budapest
under the pretext of financial settlements in November, 1948, I men-
tioned that heshouldinform mebylong-distance telephone from Moscow
if this had occured. This trunk call did arrive at the end of April or
the beginning of May, and I knew from thia that he had established
contact. What he handed over to Mrazovich, what kind of anti-
Soviet espionage material, I do not know, I did not talk to him
about this.

The President: You mentioned before that you spoke to
Korondy at the dress-rehearsal for the 1949 May Day celebrations.
At that time did you also speak to Rajk?

Pélffy : No, I spoke to Rajk on May 1.

The President : In effect at the same time then?

Pilffy : Yes, during the parade when we went to the back
of the tribune we spoke about the fact that now it was no longer
possible to postpone the commencement of the coup d’état. Rajk
then said that he would undoubtedly obtain Rankovich’s approval
for the end of May or the first days of June. It was urgent because
— and we spoke about this with Rajk — it seemed that the lack
of confidence was increasing and the signs of suspicion not only
towards him, which we had sensed already for some time, but also
towerds me, were on the increase.
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The President : Lasezlé Rajk, come here,

Rajlk : (comes forward to the President’s platform.)

The President : Does what Gyadrgy Palffy has stated conform
to the truth, that he spoke to you on ﬁa}r 1, 1949, on the occasion
of the parade, and that you then told him that you would in the
near future undoubtedly obtain Rankovich’s agreement to an armed
rising, and that the matter could now no longer be postponed?

Rajk : It conforms with the truth inasmuch as I did tel
Palffy that I would hand over the whole plan to Rankovich for
approval.It was not a question of putting the time of the putsch on the
agenda. And that I said this to Pilffy, follows from my statement
of _',"eatertla}".

The President : Don’t start explaining now. It is not a question
of explaining. You say, this is how it happened?

Rajk ;: Yes.

The President : But Gydrgy Palffy said that the conversation
took place as he stated.

Rajk : I did not talk of the time.

The President : Gybrgy Pilffly, do you uphold your statement ?

Pilffy : Yes, I do.

The President : Tell him to his face.

Pilffy : 1 uphold it. )

The President : Laszl6 Rajk, go back to your place. (To Pdlffy.)
In the course of your connections with the Yugoslav representatives
what aims were mentioned by them in the event of the success of
your armed rising?

Pdlffy : The political aim of our armed putsch was to cut off
Hungary from the Soviet Union, to tear her out of the camp of the
peoples’ democracies, and in close alliance with Yugoslavia . . .

The President : Only Hungary, or was it first Hungary and
then Poland?

Pélffy : The purpose of our armed putsch was to cut off
Hungary, but Zokalj had already emphasized that this Hungarian
item would be part of a long, systematic process.

The President : Did he mention this by the way?

Pélffy : 1t would be part of a systematic process. Zuka]j
mentioned for instance, that the next ane to come would be Poland.
This systematic process would be the result of the work of the United
States of America with a definite aim. Palitically, the main point
was to carry over the country inte the economic and political
sphere of influence of the United States of America, and as far as
home affairs were concerned to create a bourgeois dictatorship
instead of the people’s democracy which develops towards socialism.
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The President : Was that specially mentioned?

Pilffy : Nedelkovich explained this in broad outlines.

The President : Lészlé Rajk stated yesterday that he had
heard from Rankevich at the meeting in Kelebia in December, 1947,
that neither Tito nor the Yugn-slav Government were really anxious
to establish, after the Liberation, a peonle’s democratic system and
thruugh that. to build up socialism in Yugoslavia. All their progrezs
which seemed to have heen made in this direction was anly to deceive
and mislead the Yugoslav people, for the political situation in the
Balkans and this part of Europe was then such that at least in
appearance one had to adopt this path. Did you hear something of
this sort?

Pélffy : He did not explain that to me in this form.

The President : But in essence you did hear about it?

Pdlffy : 1 got just the same impression, for Brankov who was
no private individual, but an official representative of the Yugoslav
Government, and at the same time a member of the Yugoslay secret
service, war already in 1945 very sharply anti-Soviet in hiz attitudes

The President : Yes. Have the people’s judges any questions?
No. And the people’s prosecutor?

The People’s Prosecutor : 1 have a question. You stated just
before that the Tito clique pursued espionage activities in the peoples’
demncraries, Tell me about that in detail. Do yvou know about this
ezpionage?

Pdlffy : 1 da. Lozich emphasised it too, Nedelkovich also
referred to it and Zokalj said equarely that the activities they were
pureuing in Hungarv —and I refer not only to the intelligence work...

The People®s Proseutor : To other questioms, too!

Pélffy : ...but, also, the illegal activitire with planned
political aims — that they were pursuing the same in all the peoples’
democratic countries,

The People’s Prosecutor : With a certain coordination.

Pélffy : According to a great common plan, in the Sowviet
Union, too.

The People’s Prosecutor : To which countries did these
activities of the Tito clique extend?

Pilffy : To all the peoples’ democratic countries. T know
this becauce Nedelkovich enumerated to me the countries of which
it was planned that thev would take part in the Balkan federation :
Hungary, Bulgaria. Albania, and Yugoslavia as a leading power.
However, I heard Zokalj“speak of Poland which would, according
to the plan of the Americans, be the next country where the volte face
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was to take place after Hungary. So I clearly saw that this course
was planned in all the peoples” democratic countries.

The People’s Prosecutor : Of course, Czechoslovakia cannot be
left out between Hungary and Poland.

Pdlffy : Probably net.

The People’s Prosecutor : Don’t you know about their pursuing
eimilar activities there?

Pélffy : 1 don't remember so concretely that they had mentio-
ned Czechoslovakia, but I had no doubt that they could not leave
out this country.

The People’s Prosecutor : When you met Korondy you zaid, if
I understood you correctly, that in case of a certain resistance, it was
necessary that Korondy should use arms. But their instruction was
at any rate to liquidate, or as you expressed it later, to murder Deputy
Prime Minister Rikosi and Ministers Farkas and Gerd. So the refer-
ence to the resistance is only a sort of disguise, is it not?

Pilffy : ‘I considered it so. Let me now say a few words about
the fact that though I did not personally know Rankovich, there
were so many such instructions and views coming from him through
Zokalj and Rajk that I had a clear impression about his personality,
and it was clear to me that “in case of resistance™ was only a hit
of beautifying.

The People’s Prosecutor : Infact the talk was about the Tulfili-
ment of the task.

Pdlffy : In essence that he must be killed.

The People’s Prosecutor : Do you know more of thoze special
methods ? On one occasion — in fact it happened in Paks — Rankovich
made a remark in front of Rajk, saying that they had their own well-
proved methods of doing away with people who stand by the resolu-
tion of the Information Bureau, or who are their political enemies,
and that people living in Yugoslavia who in some way or other took
the side of the Information Bureau's reselution, could tell a great
deal — Rankovich had said significantly. Do you know anything
of these methods, or do you rank the urging by Lozich among
these also?

Palffy : In this form, I had no knowledge of this. But the
instruction itself which came from HRankovich belonged to this
subject . . . '

The People’s Prosecutor : It belongs to this subject.

Pdlffy : Yes.

The People’s Prosecutor : You were head of the military poli-
tical department. It is the task of this department to prevent
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spying and to unmask spies. Is it true that you, in your capacity
as head of this department, were also a principal spy?

FPdlffy : It is true.

The People’s Prosecutor : I have no other question,

The President : Has Counsel for Defence any questions?

Counsel for Dﬂfenca: None.

The President : Laszld Rajk, have you any remarks in connection
with the statement of your fellow-aceused? '

Rajk : 1 have none. I agree with what he said.

The President orders a short interval.
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Examination of Lazar Brankov

After the interval, Lazar Brankov, the third necused, is escorted in.
Counsel for Defence Ldszlé Névay asks for permission for Brankov
to use his notes. The President says that there is no objection to this.

The President : fTa Brankou) Did you understand the chargc?

Brankov : 1 did.

The President : Do you plead guilty?

Brankov : I do. (After a short pause). Partly but not entirely.

The President : hat was your job in the state security
authority, in the so-called UDB?

Brankov : In 1945, when I came Hungary, (Brankov begins
his statement in hesitating Hungarian) I came in the capacity of
a member of the Yugoslav military mission. Later, in 1947, I became
head of the military mission and at the end of 1947, counsellor at the
legation. In Hungary, I was the chief representative of the UDB from
1947 until September 1948,

The President: Who was your immediate superior?

Brankov : M.}r immediate superiors were Lieutenant-General
Milich and Minister of Home Affairs Rankovich.

The President : Who were the Yugeslav diplomats who, by
virtue of their official rank, by exploiting it, pursued spying activity,
destructive work, in Hungary.

Brankov : These were the following: Since 1945, Colonel
Cicmil, then head of the military mission; Major Javorsky ;
Major Kovics; later, Mrazovich, Yugoslav Minister in Budapest ;
myself ; Major Smiljanich, who later hecame head of the consular
office ; Develich, head of the consular office ; Counsellor Jovanovich ;
Dr. Gavrilovich, the commercial attaché; Calinovich and Judich,
the deputies of the commercial attaché, employees at the legation :
Lazar Torbica, Nikola Krek, employees at the legation. All these
were engaged in intelligence work in Hungary.

The President : Or, to put it bluntly: doing spying work
for Tito and Rankovich.

Brankov : Yes, that is right.
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The President : When did this spying service start in Hungary?
Since when did this intelligence organisation work for Tite?

Brankev : The spying service started in 1945, when the first
Yugoslav military mission arrived in Hungary. The military mission
was at that time sent to Hungary by Tito, the staff of the mission
was organised by Minister of Home Affairs Rankovich.

The President : How did it happen that this mission was sent
to Hu.ugarjl'?

Brankov : In 1945, the Allied Control Commission was working
in Hungary and Tito asked for permission to send a Yugoslav
military mission to Hungary who would be attached to the Allied
Control Commission. This permission he received. The military
miszion then employed its members in doing spying activity in
Hungary.

The President : Was it Rankovich who organised this?

Brankor : Yes, Rankovich did it.

The President : That is, he entrusted them with pursuing spying
activity in Hungary? What do you know about this?

Brankov ; Before the mission left Belgrade, Colonel Cicmil,
then head of the military mission, received instructions from Tito
in person,

The President : What kind of instructions did he receive?

Brankov : Cicmil then talked mot omly with Tito, but with
Rankovich and Djilas as well. After their conversation, he assembled
the members of the military mission and informed them of the
instructions received from Tito, Rankovich and Djilas. Tito expee-
ted us to do a good job in Hungary. Thiz was very important, as
conditions in Hungary were not stable, and it was important to
organise a good intelligence service. The second instruction was
to cstablish contact in Hungary with the British and American
representatives there who were working on the Allied Control
Commission. The third instruction said that the members of the
mission must take good care not to come under the influence of the
Soviet military mission assigned to the Allied Control Commission.

The President : The mission set up by Rankovich then arrived
in Hungary. They started to carry into effect their task. What
methods did they apply?

Brankov : First of all, when we came to Hungary, Colonel
Ciemil assigned the tasks. Ciemil’s job was to establish contact
with the British and American representatives on the Allied Control
Commission. Already during the war, he had established good con-
tacts with the memhers of the American and British military mis-
sions who at that time were assigned to Tito’s chief headquar-
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ters along the Adriatic Sea. When he came to Hungary, his duty
was to establish friendly terms and good connections with the British
and American representatives. Major Javorsky was chuef represen-
tative in Hungary of the UDB and of Minster of Home Affairs
Rankovich. His duty was to organise the intelligence in Hungary,
to bwld up a spy network covering the territory of Hungary. His
duty was further to spy on the Soviet Army. Major Kovics was
the one whose special concern were Soviet atfairs and the Soviet
Army, as he had already been dealing with these matters while
assigned to Tito’s general headquarters. He spoke Russian well.
The duty assigned to me was to devote myself to reparations aflairs
and to economic guestions.

T.r';a FPresident ; And what methods did you apply to carry out
all this?

Brankov : The methods were that in the intercst of bringing
the people into the organisation, they were threatened with beng
expused, then they were promised money, jobs, and also acts of
violence were used, people were removed, kidoapped from Hun-
garian territory.

The President : As for instance, the case of Ljubitsa Hribar?

Brankov : Yes, she was taken to Yugoelavia in the car of
the legation, that is to say, of the mission; with false passports
she was taken across the fromtier and returned to Hungarian
territory the same way.

The President : Why did they do that?

Brankov : In order to compel those people to work for the
Yugoslav intelligence. Such was for instance the case of Ljubitsa
Hribar. She was arrested in the building of the consular office,
detained there for I do not know how many days, then she was
taken to Yugoslavia in the car of the Legation with a false passport,
and after a week returned to Hlulgar]r again. In Helgrade,
Ljubitsa Hribar was forced to sign an obligation to the effect that
she would werk for the Yugoslav mtelligence, for the UDB. A week
later she was taken back to Hungary again, This was one of the
actual cases of which I have knowledge.

The President ; You have just mentioned that Rankovich's
agcnta in Hungar}r L:ought a whole host of Hung.'lrmn citizens
into their espionage network by bribery and threats, especially
people who held high state posts here. Give some names of Hungarians
who were organised into the Bspmnage network.

Brankov : Before answering this, I wish to tell of another
actual case. This concerns a Hungarian eitizen, Anton Rob, a deputy
to the National Assembly, who was one of the leaders of the Yugoslav
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UDB here in Hungary. When the Hungarian authorities wanted
to arrest him, we took him il]cgn].l._',r.. with a false passport, in a
legation car, across the Hungarian-Yugoslav frontier to Yugoslavia.
The way this hﬂppmed was that when we had learnt from the
Minister of Home Affairs Rajk, who was an agent of the Yugoslav
intelligence, and from Andras Szalai who was also an agent, that
Rob was to be arrested, Rankovich gave instructions to remove
Rob at all costs, and as soon as possible, to Yugoslavia, in order to
prevent his arrest. Then [ gave orders to Blasich to organise this.
Miaister Mrazovich too had knowledge of this. Blasich made out
a false passport and with it Rob erossed the (rontier to Yugoslavia.

The President : What other Hungarian citizens did you bring
into the organmisation? Who became members of your spy orga-
nisation?

Brankev : First of all, the principal affair for us was Rajk,
the Minister of Home Affairs, and later Minister of Foreign Affairs.
Then came as second, Lieutenant-General Gydrgy Palfly, Deputy
Minister of Defence. Then Andris Szalai.

The President : (interrupting him); Will you perhaps tell us
also who brought these into the organisation?

Brankov : Rajk was brought into the organisation by the
Minister of Home Affairs Rankovich in person. Szalai, by {Jajur
Smiljanich. Justus, who was a Yugoslav agent as well, was brought
into the organisation by Major Javersky. Ognjenovich was brought
into the organisation by the Seeretary to the Lﬁgntiun, Blasich. All
these ediplomats were agents of the UDB and...

The President (interrupting him): And Zoltan Horvath? Can
you remember him ?

Brankov : Zoltin Horvith was alse an important agent of
the Yugoslav intelligence, He was brought into the organisation
by Major Javorsky. Later, it was Deputy Commercial Attaché
Calinovich who maintained contact with Zoltin Horvéth . ..

The President : Who else?

Brankov (reflecting;) Ljubitsa Hribar, I have already men-
tioned.

The President : Yes, you have already mentioned her. Do
you remember the name of Endre Szebenyi?

Brankov : Yes, I remember. Endre Szebenyi, Under-secretary
of State in the Ministry of Home Affairs, was also an important
agent of ours. We brought him in with the aid of Minister Rajk . . .
Then there is Sindor Cseresnyés, who was head of the press depart-
ment in the Ministry of Home Affairs.
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The President : Can you recall the name of Otté Horvith-
Konigsberg?

Brankov ;: Lieutenant-Colonel of the Police Otté Horvath-
Konigsberg was brought in by Major Javorsky, 1 think as early as
1945 or 1946, He worked likewise for the UDB. Then Eduard Kara-
gich, who worked in the Democratic Federation of the South Slavs
of Hungary in the staff of the organisation ; Milan Ognjenovich,
who was the organising secretary of the Federation of the South
Slave of Hungary. He, too, was brought in by Secretary of the Lega-
tion Blazovich.

The President : Do you remember Jozsef Hegediis?

Brankov : Yes, Jozsef Hegediis was already brought into the
organisation in 1944, in Yugoslavia, from where he was sent to
Hungary. Here he established connections with Major Javorsky
and from then on worked continuously for the UDB. He was a
captain of the police, or rather at first he worked in the Communist
Party and then he became a captain of the police ; later he was
active in the Hungarian-Yugoslav Society. And then, Miria Vida-
kovich, who also worked in the Federation of the South Slavs of
Hungary as an officer in the organisation.

The President : Do you remember the names of Jozsef Rex
and Ferenc Gondi? I enumerate these names from your deposition ;
of course, you may not remember them easily in order.

Brankov : But 1 do remember. In the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs our agents were Jozsef Rex and Ferenc Gondi, the deputy
chief of the protocel department.

The President : Well then, to help you remember, perhaps
Anton Rob himself was your agent, too?

Brankov : Rob was brought in by Javorsky in 1945, Rob
was a member of the Yugoslav Communist Party during the war in
Yugoslavia and he was expelled from the Party because of prove-
cative activities. He came to Hungary in 1941, and remained here.
He became a Hungarian eitizen and in 1945 he made the acquain-
tance of Major Javorsky, who was then the chief representative of
the UDB in Hungary. Rankovich, who knew Rob’s case, permitted
Javorsky to bring in Rob and said that if he would work well then
he would rehabilitate him with Tito, Since that time, Rob worked
continuwously as an important agent of the UDB. He directed a
separate spy ring and was in direct contact with Rankovich.

The President : All these names will do. Probably you could
add quite a few. Now let us go back to the details of the hringing
in of a few of the more significant agents from among them. How
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was Rajk made part of the organisation? You said that Rankovich
himself made him join, didn’t you? How?

Brankov : We bhad connections with Rajk as B'a.rl)r as 1946
and_these connections were very friendly. I and Major Javorsky
and Colonel Cicmil often met Rajk and spoke with him, We knew
already at that time of Rajk’s nationalist attitude and of his ambi-
tion for personal power in Hungary. That was what he wanted.
We knew that his relations with Hikosi, Farkas and Geri were not
good and we spoke with him openly. He always acted in a friendly
way and there was no secret he would not mention before us, no
question or demand on our part which he would not have fultilled
at that time. But he was formally brought in by Minister of Home
Affpirs Hapnkovich. Rankovich received data from the Americans
or the British which showed that Rajk — I think in 1931 — was
an informer of the Hungarian Horthy police. On the basis of this,
Rankovich recruited Rajk. They told me this much at that time.

The President : What do you mean by “‘on the basis of this™?
Was he threatencd that otherwise this document would be made

ublic?
P Brankov : Yes, He was threatened that otherwise he would
be exposed.

The President : How do you know that?

Brankov : From Minister Mrazovich. Mrazovich told me of this.

The President : How was Palffy brought in?

Brankov : Gyorgy Palffy was not difbeult to bring into the
organisation, for it was obvious at our first meeting that he was a
nationalist and Tito’s nationalist line had a special appeal for him
even at that time. He made friends very fast with the members
of the Military Mission of that time, with Colonel Cicmil, Javorsky
and me. | met him frequently and he readily gave we all sorts of
material from the Ministry of Defence. In 1946 he was the head of
the military political department. Formally he was brought in by
Colonel Lozich, who was military attaché here in Budapest. From
that time onwards he worked continuously as a Yugoslav agent.

The President : Can you give any details on the recruiting of
Andras Szalai?

Brankev : Andras Szalai was tecruited'hy Major Smiljanich
who had known that Szalai,in March 1944, in Satoraljaujhely, where
seventy political prizoners — Yugoslav and Hungarian communists —
had prepared a gaol break, betrayed the plan. Smiljanich found this
out and used it to threaten Szalai, who was brought in on the basis
of this. From that time on he was an important agent of the Yugo-
slav intelligence service.
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The President : So, Tito and his clique in this case were in
alliance with a person of whom they knew that he had the blood
of Yugoslav patriots, communists, on his hands.

Brankev : Yes.

The President : Such a person was a confederate of Tito and
hie clique?

Brankov : Yes.

The President : How was Justus brought in?

Brankov : Mnjur _]avara]'c}' found out im 1945 or 1946 — |
don’t remember the exact date — through his epy ring, that Pil
Justus, who was then a member of the central committee of the
Social Democratic Party, was also the leader of the Hungarian
Trotekyists. Then the Yugoslav intelligence service suecceeded in
getting some information in France which showed that Pal Justus
had been an informer of the Horthy police before the war: at the
Hungarian Legation he was in contact with the representative of
the Horthy police. On the basis of these facts they made Justus
join the organisation. His role was so important that, for instance,
connection with him was kept up not through the Yugoslav agents
who were at the Legation, but Rankovich e&mhliahcds special con-
tact with him and he sent material to Justus, to Budapest, directly
from Belgrade by special couriers.

The President : Does it not strike you that Rajk was a police
spy, Szalai was a police spy, Justus was a police spy? Did you spe-
cialise on fascist police spies?

Brankov : 1 have already told you that in 1945 Rankovich
gave me the following instruetione : it is important that we should
build up a good intelligence service, a network in Hungary, it does
not matter by what methods. Naturally, on the basis of these instruc-
tions we did not care whether they were police spies or not.

The President : You said it was important to build up a good
spy network., Was this spy network really good then? What were the
things you succeeded in finding out? What did you spy out?

Brankov (hesitatingly): Well, in my opinion, this wasz an
extensive cspionage network which was able to infiltrate into almost
every eocial and political organisation in the machinery of the state.

The President : And what sort of material did you get through
this petwork? Political, economic and military secrets, or what?

Brankov : Political, economic and military secrets.

The President : Enumerate some, for example.

Brankov : From Pilffy, we got everything from the Ministry
of Defence, the most secret military material, for instance, on the
dispositions of the Hungarian Army. This was the most confidential
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data. Then I remember that we obtained a secret map of Hungary
which was regarded as a great military secret. Then we got data
on the dispositions of the frontier guard, which was very important.
From the Ministry of Home Affairs, from Rajk and Szebenyi, on the
work and methods of the State Defence Department, on the fight
of the State Defence Department against the Anglo-American intel-
]iganm_- services here on the territory of Hunga:!,r, which was also
very impgnant, Then I remember dr:Eni'teI}r, we also got the material
on the Ferenc Nagy conspiracy. This was given on Rajk’s instructions
by Szebenyi, and I remember well that Ciemil sent this early in 1947
to the American Legation, as he had established conpections with
British and American representatives.

The President : Did he send it to that General Edgecumbe?

Brankov : Yes. But he is not American but British.

The President : Yes. Did he send it to that General?

Brankov : Yes, on the Ferene Nagy conspiracy, for the Ame-
ricans.

The President : Then I did not get it right.

Brankov : I remember that Nina Spasojovich, Ciemil’s private
secretary, carried the material.

The President : But since weé have mentioned this British
General, tell me, didn’t you send him anything?

Brankov: 1 understand that, starting in 1945, Ciemil was al-
ready exchanging the most important information with General
Edgecumbe, and I know that Lieutenant Popovich who was adju-
tant to Ciemil, took the actual data in a sealed envelope to General
Edgecumbe. I did not sec what was in it. But on another occasion
I found out that it was a matter of important secret data which the
Yugoslav intelligence service succeeded in collecting in Hungary;
he selected this from that material and sent it to General Edgecumbe.

Now I recall a conversation between Ciemil, Javorsky and me,
All of a sudden he strongly imprtﬂﬁu:ﬂ on us that he had to collect
material on the political and economic situation in Hungary. T was
busy with other affairs and I did not have time to do what he
demanded, the preparation of an economic report, and I acked him
why it was so urgent. Then he said that he had instructions from
Kardelj, the Deputy Prime Minister, that the material had to be
exchanged with General Edgecumbe and therefore this was impor-
tant for him. Edgecumbe already knew of this, he said, and hurried
him twice. At that time I was surprised at thie and T epoke with
Javorsky, who was the chief resident of the UDB about it; Javorsky
confirmed this statement of Ciemil’s and said that he had the same
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instructions from Rankovich, namely, to co-operate with the British
and the Americans, to keep up good connections with them and to
exchange the material.

The President: In addition to this, what co-operation in
Hungary do you know of, between your intelligence service and
the Anglo-American intelligence service operating here? Or, in brief,
what else can you say about how the Yugoslav and British intelli-
gence organisations worked in Hungary?

Brankov : I know of a concrete case, which occurred as early
as 1945, when with the aid of Minister of Home Affairs Rankovich,
the Americans suceeeded in sending a spy ring from Switzerland to
the territory of Hungary. At that time this spy group was trans-
ferred, with the aid of Rankovich, into the rear of the Soviet Army.

The President: Was this the Szbnyi spy group?

Brankov : Yes, this was the Szinyi spy group. This happened
thus: that even l:lm‘lnp; the war, with Tito’s permission, Rankovich,
Kardelj and Djilas’s men established contact with the American
and British intelligence eervices, not only on Yugoslav territory,
which happened in 1944, but abroad as wf}l With Tito's permission
they sent some representatives to Switzerland, France, Italy and
Britain, who established connections with t.]:la Anglo-American
intelligence services. Thus, with the help of Tito’s and Rankovieh’s
representatives, the Americans succeeded in sending this spy group
of Szényi's to Hungary, to throw them behind the Soviet lines. This
I know definitely, beanse in 1947-48, when 1 was chief UDB
representative, I had occasion ex officio to look at the secret files and
documente of the UDB, and then 1 talked with Colonel Cicmil
who co-operated in this, Allan Dulles, in Switzerland, was the head
of American intelligence in Europe, the 0SS5, The representative
of Tito and Rapkovich, called MiSa Lompar, who was then in
Switzerland, established good contacts with him and co-operated
with him. Then Allan Dulles sent this spy ring into Hungary with
Lompar’s help through Yugoslavia. They went through France,
to Marseilles, where Latinovich, another agent of Tito and Rankovich
was working. Latinovich was Tito’s consul in Marseilles, where he
established good connections with the British and American intelli-
gence and was able to get an American military plane. With this
American Plane they brought this EpY ri.nE to Eelgrnde. n Ranko-
wvich’s instructions t,he}r- gave them Yugoslav documents. They were
sent by car to Hungarian territory as Yugoelav officers, and were
thrown behind the lines of the Soviet Army, where they spied for
the Americans in the territory of Hungary, on the Soviet Army.

The President : Don’t you remember anything else about this
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co-operation? Do you remember that when you were in Belgrade
in October, 1948, there was a conferemnce?

Brankov : That was later.

The President : Yes, later, but this is also related to the ques-
tion of the co-operation with the Anglo-American network. That
iz what T asked. You received the f{irst orders...

Brankov : Yes, 1 remember, that was in September.

The President : You received the first orders when the Military
Mission, led h}r Ciemil, arrived here to keep close contact with the
Anglo-American network. You got additional instructions in October,
1948, in Belgrade.

Brankov : Yes. ;

The President : Say something about this.

Brankov : When Colonel Cicmil was recalled from Hungary —
he is now Minister in London — then these connections with the
Anglo-Americans stopped. I think they stopped because they were
afraid that these connections would be made known in Hungary
and then they considered it wiser to keep up these connections
through Belgrade. But in 1948, after the resolution of the Informa-
tion Bureau, the situation became more tense and Rankovich gave
instructions again — this was in September 1948 — that connec-
tions had to be re-established on Hungarian territery — with the
Anglo-American intelligence, In October, 1948, when I was in Bel-
grade, Rankovich said that the situation was such as. ..

The President : Was Djilag there then, too?

Brankov : At this talk Djilas was alse present. He had just
talked with Tito, who had conferred with the American and British
representatives in Belgrade and agreed with them that they would
be willing to render aid to Tito’s government, not only economie,
but also political, and moreover, military aid, when Tito’s government
is willing to fight against the Soviet Union. Djilas said that things
were euch that we would have to accept this situation, as the Ameri-
cans and the British had become our natural alliee. Then Rankovich
added that this co-operation was already concretely under way in
other countries, and not only in the peoples’ democracies but also
in those countries where there are Communist Parties, and this must
be dome in the same way in Hungary too.

The President : Tell us about this.

Brankov : We, too, must take up the contacts. This was very
important, for the British and the Americans had all means of
publicity, press and radio, and they must be given the material
prepared in Belgrade, the propaganda material and other material
which they considered it right to transmit. We must fight against
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the Hungarian government, which stands by the Information Bureau,
together with the British and Americans and we bave to fight against
the other peoples’ demucracies, and the Soviet Union as well,

The President : Did Rankovich not say anything else about
how you should establish cunnections with the Briush and the Ameri-
cans in Hudapest? Directly?

Brankov : They did not consider it wise that it should be the
members ol the Legation direetly who would establish contact with
the British and Americans, because he considered this dangerous and
therefore was of the opinion that a few agents had to be picked
who were in Hungary and who were suitable for establishing connec-
tions with the British and Americans, One of our important agents
went to Belgrade illegally for this purpose; where he received
instructions in what way he should co-operate and take up connec-
tions with the Americans and the British here in Hungary.

The President : Two new men too, came from Belgrade, to
direct these agents?

Brankov : Rankovich was not satisied with the work in Buda-
pest, especially in this field, and he announced that he would send
agents for this purpose who would establish these contacts.

The President : Whom did he send? -

Brankov ; Dusan Develich, who became chief of the consular
department of the legation, and counsellor Jovanovich.

I know for a fact that they then renewed their contacts and
remember that Develich got in touch with Hilton, the American
commercial attaché in Budapest, later with Pettitt, British vice-
consul, also with Captain Marty, the Budapest representative of the
Trizonia burean and Lieutenant-Colonel Kopcsak who was the
American deputy military attaché in Budapest. They handed over
that propaganda material which was in Engliuh, Hungarian,
French, and German.

The President : What was the conduct of the present leaders
of Yugoslavia towards the Yugoslav peoples during the second
world war?

Brankov : About this I can say that the conduct of Tite,
Kardelj, Djilas and Rankovich towards the international working-
class movement, the Yugoslav peoples and the Soviet Union did
not begin after, or at the time of, the resolution of the Information
Bureau, but much earlier. Already duoring the war, it may have’
been in 1944 or even at the end of 1943, Tito gave permission for
British and American military missions to come to his General
Headquarters on Yugoslav territory.
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The President : Moreover, not only to his General Headquarters
but after that they could also go to the subsidiary headquarters?

Brankev : They first came to the General Headquarters then
they were despatched to the provincial headquarters.

The President : And who were these people? You recall the
names?

Brankov : 1 remember the names because during the war
Rankovich issued general instructions, when these members of the
British and American military missions arrived on Yugoslav terri-
tory, which said that such and such Anglo-American officers have
arrived, they were allies, all help has to be given to them and they
had to be given a friendly reception. This directive was sent to all
provincial general staffs and we had to learn these names so that
f, for instance, they came to the territory! where we were, we
should know who they are. When later, in 1947 and 1948, I had
an opportunity to look over the secret archives, I also read these
names and therefore remember them well.

The President : All right then, we shall wait a little with these.
Now tell us who were the Anglo-American military representatives
who arrived at Tito’s General Headquarters and at the provincial
headquarters from 1943 onwards,

Brankov : Yes.

The President : If you recall them please list them.

Brankov : Who were there at the end 1943, the beginning
of 19447

The President : Yes.

Brankov ;: Colonel Hamilton, Lieutenant-Colonels Fire and
Farish of the American military mission were there at Tito's supreme
command, The members of the British mission were General Maclean,
Lieutenant-Colonels Salwin and Moore, also Major Randolph Churchill,
Winston Churchill’s son. These Anglo-American officers were at
Tito's General Headquarters. Then in the same way there were
also Anglo-American military representatives at the provincial staff
headquarters, There was the British Major Kenney in Macedonia
and the British Lieut. MacDonald. In Vojvodina there was Major
Davidson and Lieut. Wood, British officers, Major Wilson in Bosnia,
a British officer. The American Captain Green, Majors Armstrong
and Henniker-Major, British, at the General Headquarters in
Serbia. Captain Reid, an American officer and Rogers, a British
major, in Croatia. An American major, James Goodwin and a British
major, Johnson were with the Slovenian command. Major Urban,
an American officer, was on the island of Vis.
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These were the members of the Anglo-American milita
missions in Yugoslavia during the war with Tito’s General Hea?—
quarters or at the provincial general staffs.

The President: And you remember these so well? Because
I see that so far you have not used your notes at all, and you
also mentioned these many names entirely from memory.

Brankov : Yes. I remember then well because we had to know
them by heart during the war, who they were, so that if we met them . .

The President : You could be of servies to them.

Brankov : ...s0 that we could give them all help on the
orders of Rankovich, because these orders said that they came on
to Yugoslav territory as allies.

But I know them also because I saw the documents in 1947
and 1948 in Belgrade at the UDB. There was a lot of material there
about these members of the Anglo-American missions being expe-
rienced intelligence officers and that they carried out a great deal
of spying work during the war on Yugoslav territory. That is why
[ remember these names well ...

The President (interrupting) : What was the idea of the Anglo-
Saxons in placing these intelligence officers at the headquarters.
Can you say something about this?

Brankov : Well, they thought that first of all there was a well-
constructed plan which the British and Americans had worked
out with Churchill, still during the war. According to this plan,
as is usually the case, they did not want to (he thinks about the
expression to use) place the Balkans under their influence at the cost
of the blood of Anglo-American soldiers, but wanted to achieve this
through these experienced intelligence officers and they wanted
in this way to place under their influence the Yugoslav leaders of
those days.

The President : For what purpose did they want to exert
their influence? To extend their rule over the Yugoslav peoples too,
after the war?

Brankov : While the war was still on they were trying to
subjogate Yugoslavia, and then the neighbouring states, Bulgaria,
Rumania and Hungary, to Anglo-American influence and their
. primary aim was to restrict the influence of the Soviet Union, to
decrease this influence, because they knew wvery well that the
overwhelming part of the great majority of the Yugoslav people
stood by the side of the Soviet Union and love the Soviet people.
At that time they plarml:d first to win over Tito, Kardelj, Rankovich,
Djilas and through them Yugoslavia, through the members of the
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military missions, to place the Yugoslav people under their_influence
and place Yugoslavia in a colomal or seou-colonial position.

The President : From where do you know all this?

Brankov : 1 know about this because [ spoke about it often.

The President : With whom?

Brankov : With Colonel Cicmil who was very well informed
about these plans because during the war he was Tito's represen-
tative in the Adriatic province and there was in permanent contact
with them. There he was host to the American and British officers.
He was well acquainted with these plans becaase he spoke with them
often. When [ met Cicmil after the war he spoke often about it. I then
epoke about this with the Vojvodina army commander, Orovich . . .

The President : Sava Orovich!

Brankov : ... General Sava Orovich who was cqunll:,r well
informed on this question. 1 then also spoke about this question
about Djilas in an intimate circle.

The President (correcting him): With Djilas!

Brankov : . .. Yes, with Djilas; and through these discussions
it became clear tn me that such a plan exists and in what manner
they want to realise the plan.

The President then ordered a short recess and after the recess
re-opened the trial.

The President : In practice what do you know about what
influence the Anglo-American representatives at Tito's supreme
headquarters exercised on Tito during the world war? Could you
tell us something about this ¥

Brankov : During the war these Anglo-American army officers
exercised a great influence, a harmful influence, on Tito and on
his General Headguarters. They especially exercised their influence
on Kardelj, Djilas and Rankovich. Cicmul spoke to me a lot about
this and | remember that there were three concrete eévents from
which the Anglo-American political efforts in the Balkans during
the war can be seen, Oae, in 1944, when German parachutists were
dropped in Yugoslavia near Drvar where Tito and the supreme
command were situated. Then Tito and his staff were in a very
difficult position and it is certain that it would not have been possible
then to save Tito or hus staff if the Soviet aeroplanes did not arrive
in time, These came to Drvar which was under German fire, flew
into the surrounded area, saved Tito and the whole command and
took them to Bari.

At that time the Anglo-Americans, especially the British
General Maclean and Randolph Churchill, Churchill’s son, succeeded
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in persuading Kardelj, Rankovich and Djilas, to bring Tito to the
Island of Vis in a British warship. The idea was that in this
way he would be better able to keep Tito and his staff under his
influence. Tito, urged by Kardelj, Djilas and Rankovich, agreed
then with this. But at the last moment the Soviet Supreme
Command intervened and se thiz plan failed. — 1 remember
that D)jilas complained them in an intimate company against
the Soviet Command, that the Soviet Command has intervened
already several times and made some pgood plans which were
worked out by Kardelj, Djilas and Rankevich impossible and a
failare. The other case was — and this was more Churchill’s plan —
that the Anglo-Americans should during the war occupy the coast
of the Adriatic Sea. This was no longer necessary, because the coast
was already mainly liberated by the partisans and was in their hands.
But for Churchill it was necessary then to extend his influence upon
Yugoslavia and the neighbouring countries. At that time, too,
Maclean =ucceeded in gaining Rankovich, Djilas and Kardel; for thas
plan. There was a great argument in the general staff, Tito agreed
with that again, for he thought that Yugoslavia would, at any rate,
be liberated by the British. This i= — as he has said — the natio-
nal interest of Yugoslavia and this is why we should have goaod
rclations with the British and Americans. There was an argument
on this questionin the high staff at that time, too. The Soviet Command
had another opinion on this queston and gave Tito advice, so that
he retreated and thus Churchill’s plan to invade the Balkans and
the Adriatic coast hecame a failure during the war.

There was a third case at the end of the war, which happened
in 1944, when the question was to liberate Serbia and the capital,
Belgrade. The situation was that Tito and the Yugoslav Army were
unable at that time to liberate Belgrade and Serbia quickly and Tito
wanted to ask for help. But the military advisers of the British and
the Americans. Maclean and Colonel Hamilton wanted to assure
through Kardelj, Djilas and Rankovich, at any rate that Tito
should by no means ask for help from the Soviet Army, which was
already very mear in Bulgaria and Rumania. There was a great
argnment because of this. Tito Lesitated, but when he realised that
he could not liberate Belgrade and Serbia with his own forces, he
asked for help from the Soviet Government. The Soviet Army,
in fact, liberated Serbia and Belgrade then.

The President : You mentioned hefore that the ostensible
Anglo-American ‘military emissaries carried on intellipence activi-
ties within the general staff and the provincial staffs. But to carry
out these intelligence activities, they needed to organise certain

119



people to get information for them. Who were the people they
succeeded in organising?

Brankov : They were expericnced intelligence men and they
succeeded then in influencing or even organising many Yugoslav
officers and leaders.

The President : Could you mention the names?

Brankov ; Cicmil told me that especially Kardelj, Djilas
and Rankovich were those whom the Anglo-Americans had succeeded
in organising for their service already during the war. But in 1947
and 19048, when I became the chief UDB representative, I had the
npportlmit}" to have a look at the seeret archives of the UDB and
there I saw that there are many people among the Yugeslav leaders
and officers who are quoted as having relations both during the war
and after with the Anglo-American intelligence service. I can remem-
ber them because I knew them or there had been talk of them, and
I know that many of them are in important jobs in the Tito Govern-
ment and in the state apparatus as well. For nxamplu, I remember
that in the Croatian general staff, the following friends of the Anglo-
Americans are marked : Marko Belinich, the present minister of the
Croatian Government...

The President : What did you say? Belinich?

Brankov : Yes, Belinich, Marko Belinich ; then Karlo Mrazovich,
the present ambassador to Moseow ; in Serbia Petar Stambolich,
who iz the present prime minister of the Serbian Government;
in Bosnia, Avdo Humo, secretary of the Central Committee of the
Bosnian Communist Party; in the Macedonian general staff, Lieute-
nant-General Mihailov Apostolovich and Lieutenant-General Svetozar
Vukmanovich ; in the general staff of the Vojvodina . ..

The President : (interrupting him): Whois that Vukmanovich?

Brankov : Vukmanovieh is now a minister of the Yugoslav
Central Government. Then, in the general staff of the Vojvodina,
General Orovich, Jovan Veselinov, the Secretary of the Vojvodina
Central PParty Committee and Jojkich, a member of this Committee.

The President ; The same Jojkich who was later sent here?

Brankov ;: Yes, the same, Then at the gencral staff of Slovenia,
Miha Marinko, who is now the prime minister of fhe Slovenian Govern-
ment, Kidrich, who is now minister of industry of the central govern-
ment and secretary of the supreme Economic Council ... no, not
the secretary, the president... fthinking): Then Franc Leskosek,
who is now a minister of the present Yugoslav Central government.
There were even more, but 1don’t remember them precizely any
more. For me it was very striking, at that time. I was surprised
how people suspected to be agents of the Anglo-American intelligence
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service could be in such high positions in Yugoslavia. T asked this
question during a conversation with Lieutcnant-General Milich,
the head of the UDB foreign service. He answered me that I did not
understand these things well because it is so, that these people had
good relations during the war with members of the Anglo-American
Mission and because of these relations they rendered great services
to the interests of Yugoslavia. And today, the British and the Ameri-
cans could be friends of the Yugoslav people. One must not think
that these people who now havé good relations with the British and
Americans, are harmful and hostile to Yugoslavia. I have spoken
about this with Javorsky, too, who is also in a high position in the
UDB. He already spoke about this question in detail and told me
that Rankovich also knew about it. There are people in the UDB
who do not agree with that, but they do not dare to speak about it
because all this happens according to instructions from above, for
Rankovich and other leaders know about it, too. Once I have spoken
aboutitwith Milich,too, but I also noticed during the war that in fact,
a struggle was fought within the Yugoslav Party and Army. Even
during the war, an argument took place between the men of Kardelj,
Djilas and Rankovich and the coloncl-generals Zujuvich, Hebrang
and Colonel-General Jovanovich, who were the leaders of the partisan
general staff during the war. When later, [ once spoke to Javorsky —
it happened already at the time of the resolution of the Information
Bureau — he told me about his opinion, according to which the whole
material on account of which Zujovieh and Hebrang were arrested
was not authentic becanse the real reasons were the reasons which
were already there during the war, for the struggle with Zujovich and
Hebrang was already in progress then. They represented another
political direction and did not by any means agree with this
fraternisation with the Anglo-American intelligence service, the
Anglo-American policy.

They were not willing to collaborate. — Especially Rankovich
was important there, because he was the organisation secretary and
he led the cadres department and later the intelligence service, the
counter-intelligence. The whole Party apparatas was in his hands
and he succeeded in putting his men everywhere. He succeeded
in removing all those who did not agree with the line followed during
the war by Tito, Kardelj, Djilas and Rankovich, especially the
collaboration, and they spoke of them to the Party members as lefi-
wing deviationists. And, for example, it also happened — the
partisans spoke very much about this already in 1944 — that these
people who were considered leftists and who were the followers
of the Soviet Union and who were not willing to collaborate closely
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with the Anglo-Americans — were sent during the war to places
where it was sure that they would fall

The President : Do you know something about Tito and his
company having sent Yugoslav intelligence people, agents, abroad
to strengthen intelligence relations with the Anglo-Saxons?

Brankov : Yes. 1 think I already mentioned the question
before. On the proposal made by Rankovich, Kardelj and Djilas,
Tito agreed to send his agents abroad already during the war in
order that they should enter into contact with the Anglo-American
intelligence service as had already taken place on Yugoslav territory.
I know that such an agent was sent to Switzerland, thiz waz Mihailov
or MiSa Lompar; then Latinovich to France, to Marseilles . . .

The President : Say something about this Lompar, who was
he and what was his task?

Brankov ; Lompar's task was to collaborate in the closest
possible way with the Anglo-American intelligence service there.
He was connected to Allan Dulles, the head of the American Office of
Strategic Services, who was in Switzerland. Mi3a Lompar established
.contacts there with the Trotskyists and collaborated, on Rankovich's
instructions, with the Americans in Switzerland. In France, in Marse-
illes, it was Latinovich who also established elose contact: with
the American intelligence service there. Then in Bari, in Italy, Vaso
Jovanovich, another personal representative of Rankovich also had
close contact with the Anglo-American intelligence service. General
Velebit, who was known as an organised British agent, was in London.
General Velebit was Tito's representative and handed over all the
material the Yugoslav intelligence service collected during the war
to the British. This contained material about the Soviet Army, too.
There are data about that in the UDB archives. These were the
people whe closely collaborated abroad, on Tito's instruections,
with the Anglo-Americans.

The President : What positions do these people have now?
Are they still influential people?

Brankev : Well, Velebit was, for example, in a high position
after the war, he was the first deputy to the Minister of Foreign
Affairs, Mia Lumpnr is first counsellor at the Bucharest legation,
Latinovich is minister to Switzerland. These all have high positions.
Vaso Jovanovich also has a high puﬂition in the UDB. He was in
Budapest, too, in the capacity of counsellor to the Legation and was
expelled in October, 1948, by the Hungarian authorities,

The President : What is Obrad Ciemil now?

Brankev : ...They have sent him to London as Minister.
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I remember that Popovich praised Ciemil very much in October,
1948, caving that he worked very well in London,

The President : Now after the World War what did Tito and
hiz ¢ompanions, hiz close collaborators Rankovich, Kardelj and
Djilas: eoneeive for Hungary and in relation to the other neighbouring
countries?

Brankov : Tito, Kardelj. Rankovich and Tjilas thought that
Yugozlavia had a peculiar strategic position in the Balkans, and
that Yusoslavia must play an important role in the Balkans and
Central Europe. Ahout their plans concerning the other countries
I can give much fewer details and concrete data. But as for Hupgary
I can tell much more since, on the instructions of the Yugoslav
government, T took nart in the realization of these plaps.

The President : What were these plans with regard to Hungary?

Brankov : Plans of this sort existed in 1945, but not evVerys-
body had knowledge of thesze plans as they were kept in utmost
secrecy, Tito, Kardelj. Rankovich and Diilag, that is, only a very
narrow circle, knew of them. Thev were keeping them secret even
from the other members of the Governmept. and from the other
memhers of the Central Committee of the Party.

The President : Now tell us what it wae all abont.

Brankov : The pist of this plan war that Yugoslavia should
hecome a eentral. a leading state in the Balkane and in Central
Europe and that Yueoslavia should organize a Balkan and Central,
European blne which would heeome an organisation of hourpenis
democratic Balkan republies with an orientation towards the Weet
rather than towards the Soviet Union.

The President : ANl right, we shall come to this later. This
plan which you have just outlined in principle, was aimed at the
creation of a Balkan federation of states organized on a hourgeois
democratic basis, that is. opposing socialist development. They did
not want Socialist development?

Brankov : They wanted a hourgeois democratic state.

The President ; Thev wanted a bourgeoizs democratic state.
Wheo instigated thiz plan? Do von know anvthing of that? Was it
conceived in the hraina of Tito and his companions?

Brankoer : Thev were eager to arouse the impression that the
plan had bren conceived by Tito and they began to explain to the
Partv members and the people that it was comething entirely new
in Marxism by which Tito had enriched Marxist ideologv and its
historic development. This is how thev wanted to make it appear
to the Party members and the Yuposlav natinn. However, as we
know what the Anglo-American plans in the Balkans and in Central
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Europe were, and what connections existed between Tito, Kardelj,
Rankovich and Djilas on the one hand, and the American Intelli-
gence on the other, it was obvious that it was not Tito, Kardelj,
Rankovich and Djilas whe had concocted this scheme, but that
they were merely the instruments for carrying out a scheme devised
by somebody else. The real inspirers during the war were General
Maclean, Randolph Churchill. ..

The President: You have already said this. Did you hear
anybody saying explicitly that it originated from the Americans?

Brankov : 1 spoke about that with Ciemil

The President : With no one else?

Brankov : 1 also spoke with the others, once for instance with
Djilas . . .

t The President : So Djilas also told you that the Anglo-Ameri-
cane stood behind these schemes? Was that sof

Brankov ; He did not want to put it so openly, but it was
obvious. ..

The President : You were not in doubt about this for a minute,
then?

Brankov : When 1 talked with Djilas and later with Cicmil,
and afterwards, when 1 saw what were the instructions they had for
Hungary, what was the character of these instructions, and how
they were carrying them out, it began to dawn upon me that only
this could be the case here, and nothing else.

The President : Right. Now, previously, you spoke in a rather
detailed way of the spy organisation and the gpy net established in
Hungary by Tito and his clique. With regard to this scheme, what
were the aims of this spying service and spy organisation? Do you
understand my question? Was this spying service, also, aiming at
the promotion of this bourgeois democratic federation?

Brankov : The pr{ncipiﬂg task of this spying net was to popu-
larise Tito and Tito’s policy here in Hungary, and to win over the
Hungarian political leaders and the Hungarian nation to these

lane.
P The President : And to become acquainted with Hungarian
state secrets? They wanted that, too?

Brankov : Of course, they wanted that too.

The president : To what end?

Brankev : Because, for these plans it was also necessary to
know thoroughly the conditions in Hungary and its leaders. Then
they would be able to organise the fight against those who might
want to oppose such a plan, the one %‘itu’s government wanted to

realise in Hungary.
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The President : Right. You are saying then, that the task of
the spying service which you had so thoroughly organised in Hun-
ﬁn:r]r., wae to facilitate, to promote, the establishment of a Balkan
ederation?

Brankov ;: Yes, that is right.

The President: So it was only a part...

Brankov ; Of those ...

The President : A part of what?

Brankov : Part of this scheme.

The President : You mentioned before that not only Hungary
but all the peoples’ democracies were threatened by that plan.

Brankov : Yes.

The Fresident : Do you know anything of its details? Have
you heard of it?

Brankov : 1 know of it, but it dates from somewhat later,
from 1948,

The President : It does not matter, tell us something about it.

Brankev : They wanted to achicve in the other neighbouring
states exactly the same thing as in Hungary. When Rankovich
used te give me instructions concerning Hungary, it was his custom
to mention the conditions prevailing in other countries, saying
that there the work was done better or worse, This was a means
of stimulating the work in Hungary. From this I learnt that such
plans were also in existence with regard to other peoples’ demo-
cracies.

The President : And what is more, yon say they were working
for the achievement of exactly the same goals?

Brankov : Yes, Rankovich mentioned that such a plan existed
for Rumania, but it could not quite suceceed there. He mentioned
Patrascanu, then Minister of Justice, who was alse fu]]u-wing the
Tito line and wanted to carry out Tito’s plans in Rumania, but the
Central Committee of the Rumanian Party removed him in time
and isolated him from the Party. Rankovich told me that work
would have to be continued there, too. 1 know for certain that this
was the job of the Counsellor of the Legation, Zec Ranko, and that
later Mihajlo Lompar was sent there. During the war he was Tito's
representative in Switzerland. He told me that these two were in
Bucharest and they were engaged in similar schemes. T ean reeall
the case of Gomulka in Poland. They were attaching great hopes
to it ; they hoped Gomulka would earry out Tito’s plans in Poland,
and they were awaiting developments. I can also remember that
they did not want to act so directly, did not want to take such an
active part, for they expected Gomulka would succeed in carrying
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out this action in the Polish Communist Party. But, as is known,
Gomulka did not carry it out, and admitted that this was a wrong
line. Once Rankovich even complained that they must start afresh
in Poland. At that time, a Counsellor of the Legation by the name
of Srbhislava Kovalevich, working in Poland, was dealing with this
plan. He was later recalled and Ivan Rukavina who is now in Poland,
was sent out as counsellor to the legation. I cannot say anything
more 1n connection with Paoland.

There was also a ecase in Bulgaria. T cannot remember that
anyhody mentioned a definite person. The ¢mestion was only that
there, too, they should do everything to earry out this plan. There
was a very serious attempt in Albania to overthrow the Albanian
government, but this was frustrated. Josip Djerdja and Save Zlatich
worked on this plan there.

i The President ;: Did you hear everything that vou have told
us now directly from Rankovich or Djilas?

Brankov : The greater part from Rankovich, then from Djilas
and Lieutenant- General Milich who is alse well-versed in these
matters. When they gave instructions they always made some
mmpanann!l.

- The President : Now let us summarise your statement on this
question. You admitted that the aim and purpose of the Anglo-
Americans was to rally the states around Yugoslavia, under the
leadership of Yugoslavia, into a confederation of states with bonr-
nis-democratic regimes, and to achieve this purpose the Anglo-
merican circles nsed the Yugoslav government. This ia the essence
of your statement?

Brankov : Yes.

The President : That is, that the Tito-led Yugoslav government
wat an instrument for the Anglo-Americans in their endeavours.

Brankov ;: Yes, that is clear.

The President : You started to speak about it earlier, but let
us now pass on to consider in detail how the Tito government, as
an instrument in the Anglo-American endeavours, tried to achieve
this aim as far as Hungary was concerned, and here in Hungary
how and with what means. Speak abount this in detal.

Brankov : In the first permrl before the resclution of ‘lht"
Information Bureaun, they tried to carry out this plan by peaceful
means. After the resolution of the Information Bureau they tried
by other means because they realised that the thing would not
succeed by peaceful means. So, naturally, the Yugoslav intelligence
service, already well established in Hungary, had a great part
to play.
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The President : Perhaps you should begin to speak about
your own activities, about what instructions you received from
Tito, Rankovich, and Djilas, or in general from the higher Yugoslav
leadership, and how you carried these out. Perhaps we should
begin with this.

Brankov : That something was being prepared along this
line, I found out first in May, 1947, when Rankovich called me to
Belgrade. But I should say here that when 1 came to Hungary in
1945 there was already some mention of the Hungarian situation
not being stable. ..

The President : Therefore you did not only find out in 1947 —
and I wanted to correct you but waited for you to reach the end of
your senience — but knew about it when you came here with the
military mission, and it took on a clearer picture as time passed?

Brankov : Yes. Then Rankovich told me openly in 1947 that
in Hungary such a position and such a pn].itical line was prevailing,
which was directed against the interests of Yugoslavia. That is,
the Hungarian government should follow another policy.

The President : Let us not say that il was against the interests
of Yugoslavia, but such a direction prevailed which was antago-
nistic to the purposes of the Tito clique. Perhaps this way it is more
correct? ;

Brankov : | wanted to put it this way. He told me that we
had to find out through our network what suitable Pmli'lﬂ there
were in Hungary which had to be won for the policy of the Yugoslav
government. He mentioned Anton Rob who had a well-organised
network in Hungary. He told me T had to make contact with Anton
Hob, who at that time was a Member of Parliament and the General
Secretary of the Democratic Federation of the South Slavs of Hungary.

The President : Let us perhaps not begin with Anton Rob but
with the moest important pcuplc, because you said you had to look
around to find out who among the leading people in Hungary were
willing to serve the orders and aims of the Yuguslav government.

Brankov : Yes. Then he mentioned...

The President ;: Speak about the most important. Who were
these Eeopln?

rankov : He mentioned that the line which was not in agree-
ment with the Yugoslav plans was held by Rikosi, Geré and Farkas
in Hungary, but at the same time there are leaders in the Party
who hold a different opinion. He mentioned then that Rajk was the
person who had to be popularised in Hungary and through the spy
network the prestige of Rikosi, Gerd and Farkas has to be decrea-
sed. When Tito came to Budapest at the end of 1947 with a govern-

127



ment delegation, these plans were already formulated in a mature
and concrete form, especially at onc mecting which took place in
Kelebia between Minister of Home Affairs Rankovich and Rajk,
the Hungarian Minister of Home Affairs. At this meeting 1 acted
as interpreter. Rankovich gave Rajk definite orders and advice
about his duties and how he should work to eliminate the Hunga-
rian government, its leaders, and Rikesi, Farkas and Gerd, the
leaders of the Party, whom Rankovich considered the greatest
enemies to the realisation of Tito's plan.

The President : Tell us in detail what orders Rankovich gave
Rajk on this occasion?

Brankov : I remember...

The President : This is the meeting, is it not, in the railway
carriage at Kelebia?

Brankov : When I entered the saloon car Rankovich and
Rajk were already there. They asked me to be their interpreter.
The}f first talked about the need for the closest possible co-operation
between the Yugoslav and the Hungarian Ministries of Home
Affairs. This iz what they started to talk about; but they quickly
turned to Rajk’s duty to do everything to overthrow the Govern-
ment. Rikosi, Gerd and Farkas had at all costs to be removed
from the leadership. I remember there was some talk that if
only Rajk was successful in organising a serious opposition in the
Party, and then in the state apparatus, then he could count on
receiving valuable lli:lp from Tito so that he could take over the
leadership of the Party and the Hungarian Government. Rankovich
told Rajk that he was a suitable person to carry this out. There
was also some talk about baving to help Rajk in the unification
of the trade unions, youth and women’s orgamisations so that
Belgrade should become the centre of all the Balkan and Central
European peoples’ democratic states.

The Presideni : Was Gyorgy Palffy not mentioned?

Brankov : At that time Gybrgy Palffy was not yet mentioned.
Rankovich first mentioned Gybrgy Pilffy to me when I was in Bel-
grade in May, 1948,

The FPresident : We shall come to that later.

Brankov : The task of this group would have been the removal
of the existing Government and the leaders of the Party.

The President : Who especially ?
Brankov : Rikosi, Gerd and Farkas especially as I mentio-
ned before.
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The President : So the question was that this group should
seize power under the leadership of Rajk?

Brankov : Yes.

The President : . ..and what should they do with this power?

Brankov : Rankovich gave advice to Rajk and told hiw that
he should rely upon such elements as will help the formation of a
bourgeois democratic government in Hungary. It is obvious that
in the Party, he should in the first place rely upon the Trotskyist
elements for they were already fighting against Rikosi in the Party.
Then, he should rely upon the nationalist chauvinist clements in,
Hungary, the Catholie forces, and in the villages, ezpecially upon
the kulaks, and the Yugoslav case should be gquoted as an example
emphasising that there is no fight against the kolaks in Yugoslavia.
In a word, Hungary should follow the way of Yuguslavia.

The President : Now, you said before that you heard things at
the beginning that Yugoslavia would set up some special form of
socialism.

Brankov : Yes.
ek The President : It will enrich Marxism you said. Do you remem-

er?

Brankov : Yes.

The President : What you said now: Rajk should seize the
power and should rely upon nationalist chauviuist elements, Trots-
kyist elements, the kulaks and the elerical reaction. What sort of
an enrichment of Marxism is that? Or what sort of special
gocialism? It is no socialism at all. No disguise and no honeyed
words can pretend that it is socialism.

Brankov : There is mo . ..

The President : What was the question here?

Brankov : There is no contradiction here but only a question of
camuuﬂug:.

The President : Wcll then, speak about that.

Brankov : When there was the question of socialism, the
enrichment of Marxism, this was told to the Yugo:lav prople.

The President : So here it appeared straight away that. ..

Brankov : . . . that the Yugoslav people and the Party members
thould not notice what it is about. In fact, it was about a well
worked-ont plan which 1 mentioned here.

The President : Now, in connection with that I a<k vou whether
Rankovich had not mentioned something — that the Titoites don”t
dream about progress towards socialism? They mever wanted
socialism? What they carried out was only camouflage to decrive
the Yugoslav people? Did Rankovich ot mention that?
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Brankov : Well, he . ..

The President : Just think back.

Brankov : Yes. Openly they did not speak that way . ..

The President : Was there no mention about that betwecen
Rajk and Rankovich? Think about it

Brankov : I do not understand the question. In the railway car.

The President : When you acted as interpreter?

Brankov : | don’t understand the question properly.

The President : What T am asking?

Brankov : Yes.
The President : 1 repeat. In the railway car at Kelebia, when

you were the interpreter, did not Rankovich tell Rajk that we — the
Titoites — never wanted socialism? We wanted capitalism and only
pretended to the people of Yugoslavia, that we were constructing
socialism te cheat them, to mislead them?

Brankov : 1 don't remember Rankovich saying so in such an
open form. But you are right, I remember very well. That was the
essence, but not the words. I do not remember it with those words. . .

The President : So it was mentioned ?

Brankov : Yes, it was.

The Presideni: Liszlé Rajk come here. (Rojk steps near
Brankov) : Laszlé6 Rajk, Lazar Brankov listen, especially you (The
last words he addresses to Brankov) : Léaszlé Rajk yesterday stated

the following — I quote his wverv words : “Rankovich told me
the following” — Hajk says that, do you understand?

Brankov : Yes.

The President (he goes on Guoting ) : .1 should realise™ — that

is that he, Rajk, could clearly know — that neither Tito nor the
rest of the members of the Yugoslav government wanted a people’s
democrtaic regime even alter the Liberation and through it the
huilding of socialism in Yugoslavia. If they as a government were
still compelled to take such revelutionary measures which in essence
and de facte began to lead towards the liquidation of capitalism,
this was not because they wanted to carry out this programme in
earnest, but because they were compelled to do so under pressure
from the Yugoslav working masses.” This wa« stated yesterday b ¥
Laszlé Rajk, that Rankovich told you that squarelv, cvmically.,
in Kelebia. Do you rememher something like that?

Brankov : As I already told you, it was about that . ..

The President : So that was the meaning of it?

Brankov : Yes, but T don’t remember words like that . . .

The President : Not the words matter. but the meaning!

Brankor : The meaning was thart.
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The President : Well, what then was the essence of the meaning
Hankovich said : we never wanted socialism, we only cheated the
people of Yugnzlavia by pretending we wanted it. That is the essence.
Did Rankowvich say something like that? Becansze Rajk stated than.

EBrankov : He said something like thar, but not in cueh a dees.
sive form.

The President (1o Rajk): You uphold vour statement, Liszlé
Rajk? Is that so?

Kajk : I uphold my statement wilh the remurk that obviousls
after two years, one cannot word for word ...

The President : Not the words are important, please! I said it
in quite different words, too, But the meaming?

2 Rajk : 1 quote exactly the eszence of what Hankovich said.

The President : The esconce is exactly what 1 =aid now in
simple words.

Rajk : What is more, in support of that, he mentioned what I
stated yesterday, that they did not agree to giving a special and
independent role to the Communist Party in the People’s Front, that
there should not be a Party which crystallises the socialist forces.

The President (to Brankov): Do you remember anything
about what Lasrzlé Rajk is saying now?

Brankov : Rajk has spoken with Rankovich more than once
and perhaps he now confuses what they discussed on different
occasions,

The President (to Rajk): You are definitelv stating that
this conversation took place in Kelehia while Brankov was the inter-
pr(-.ti:r?

Rujk : Yes, it is my definite statement.

The President : Tell him to his face,

Rajk (turning to Brankev) : 1 uphold my statemoent.

The President (to Brankov) : Is it possible that it was o,
Brankov?

Brankov : It is possible, but I eannot remember excatly now.
I do not want to state things I don’t remember exactly. but thi-
was the essence of it.

The President : And as (or the eszence, vou know that it was
really so?

Brankov : Yes, there was mention of the People’s Front. but
I cannot remember exactly that it was so. Maybe Rajk remember-
better how it was word for werd.

The President : All right. Yon may go back to your p!at'l*
Rajk (To Brankov): But what Rankovich said on thiz occasion.
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he said on his own account or referred specially to Tito and his
immediate entourage?

Brankov : I remember clearly that at the end he emphasised
that what he said, he said not on hiz own account, but on Tito's
acecount,

The President : You have a]ready mentioned that Rankovich
also promised on Tito’s behalf to help in taking over power?

Brankov : Yes.

The President : Now speak about that in detail. What help
did he promise?

Brankov : At the time of the stay in Kelebia the question
of what sort of help was to be given did not arise in any definite
form. It o-c:r,urmd nu]:,r in general that if Rajk succeeded in organ-
ising a serious opposition group in Hungar)f, then he could count
on Tito's help. Later there were also talks in progress om what
sort of help should be given to Rajk.

The President : This was discussed also in Kelebia, was=n"t it?

Brankov : In definite form?

The President : Look here, Brankov. Let us not talk of when
it was, and where. Do you know that Rankovich promised assis-
tance to Rajk for the purpese of assuming power, and that
he promised to send Yugoslav military unites across the frontier, if
necessary. Do you know that?

Brankov ; Yes I do.

The President : Tell us about that. It is of no importance
when and where it was. [ believe you have got mixed up, as perhaps
it wae discussed on several ocecassions.

Brankov : There were several meetings, very many discussions,
and I cannot recall exactly what was discussed on which occassion.

The President @ All right.

Brankov : But it was discussed that Rajk’s duty was to orga-
nise a putsch.

The President : This you have told us already. What forces
did Rankovich prum.lse to aid this putsch?

Brankov : First, he promised Rajk that he would help him in
Hungary, and if Rajk would perform this important work of orga-
nisation, he could depend on serions military aid, too ..

The President : That is what I am asking.

Brankov : ... which Tito would render to Rajk, concretely .

The President : He would send them across the frontier in
Hungarian uniforms?

Brankov : Yes, it was discussed in what form it would be done.



The President : Tell us about that.

Brankov : There were plans for sending across the fromtier
several battalions in Hungarian uniforms, men of Hungarian-
Yugoslav descent, which would not attract notice in Hungary as
the men would look like the South Slavs in Hungary. — He had
also promised to help the Hungarian units now in the British and
American zones of Austria to come to Hungary via Yugoslav
territory.

The President : You have perhaps left something out of the
questions we have been discussing. When I asked you with regard
to the other peoples’ democracies what means the Tito clique
wanted to apply to make them line up with the aims of the Yugo-
slav Government, then you mentioned some means, some methods.
Do you recall that the Yugoslav government planned to assign
to the Central Committees of the Communist Parties in the peoples’
democracies representatives of its own Communist Parcy?

Brankov : Yes, 1 do.

The President : You did not mention this before.

Brankov ; In order to realise this plan, Tito in 1946-47 had
sent his emissaries to the peoples’ democracies, including Huangary,
and they were named as representatives of the central committee
of the Yugoslav Communist Party. I was such a representative in
Hungary. In Czechoslovakia, it was Novosel, and later, Marian
Stilinovich. Novosel was Counsellor of the Legation ; Sulinovich is
at present the Yugoslav Minister in Prague. In Poland, it was
Srbislava Kovalevich, and later Ivan Rukavina. In Bucharest,
Ranko, and later Mihajlov Lompar. In Bulgaria, first it was Mikola
Kovalevich and later, Ciemil. In Albania, there were Djerdja and
Zlatich. These were the representatives of the Central Committee
of the Yugoslav Communist Party in these countries, and their duty
was to popularize Tito, the Yugoslav regime and to do whatever
they could in order to induce these states to proceed along the path
of Yugoslavia.

The President : To disrupt the Communist Parties there?

Brankov : To disrupt them. If there were a leadership opposing
their plans, then a fight must be carried on against this leadership.

The President : Then you omitted another thing, too. You
epoke of the methods,

Brankov ;: Yes, I did.

The President: You mentioned fake papers made out for
Anton Rob. This was not the only case in which false passports and
false documents were made out. Were you provided with equipment,
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and perhaps instructions, so that a little forgery would not be a
problem to you?

Branker : Yes. This was the concern of the consular office,
who made out forged documents for those Yugoslay diplomats who
were engaged in intelligence work in Hungary and whao, if necessary.
were always equipped with such forged documents.

! The President ; Were those Penpln deliberately prepared
for that?

Brankov : Yes. And such document: were aleo given to otRers,
to Hungarian citizens if neceszary.

The President ordered a recess.

After the recess, the hearing of Brankov continued.

The President : Lazar Erankﬂv how did you prepare the secret
meeting between Yugoslav Minister of Home Affairs Rankovich and
Rajk, in the neighbourhood of Paks, at the beginning of October,
19487

Brankov : 1 koow that there was a meeting on Hungarian
territory in October 1948, This came about in this way: when
I was in Belgrade visiting Rankovich in August, he advised me to
tell Rajk after my return to Budapest, that he, Rankovich would
very much like to meet Rajk. When I returned to Budapest | went
to see Rajk at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and told him that
Rankovich wanted to meet him. Rajk =aid he agreed. Ile asked,
however, that the meeting be kept very secret. In principle he
agreed, and left it to Rankovich to make definite pmpuaals.

Later. when in October T went to see Rankovich, in the course
of the conversation he told me that the meeting had taken place.
He advised me to tell Mrazovich to visit Hajk as it was intended
that the contact be maintained through Mrazovich.

When I came back, Mrazovich had already been to Rajk, had
talked with him and had sent a written repm't. to Belgrade by special
courier,

The President : Now relate what instructions you received
as the chief representative of the UDB in Hungary, in October, 1948,
from the Yugoslay Minister of Home Affairs Rankovich and from
Djilas for speeding up the preparations for the putsch in Hungary?

Brankov : [ remember that at this meeting Bankovich complai-
ned that Rajk worked wery slowly and I remember exactly,
word for word, that he said the following: “If Rajk acted with
grtatcr ﬁrmni:ss in Hungary they could dispose of Rikosi in a single
night™. The thing was that Rajk should have earried out the putsch
which they talked over at that meeting. Rankovich said that Rajk
should be urnged in this matter, to act with greater determination.

134



The President : Do you know something about the praciical
measures taken by Tite and Rankovich on the Yuguﬂﬂv-ﬂlungariun
fronticr and on Hungarian territory for helping Lis«lé Rajk in
overthrowing the Hungarian state order?

Brankov : Mention was made of the fuct that frontier incidents
would have to serve as a prelude to this armed intervention, These
frontier incidents should awaken such unrest in the Hungarian
people as to make them feel that something was wrong in Hungary,
that the regime was not standing on a firm foeting, E:r this would
help the Rajk eampaign.

The President : Of what preparationsdo youknow whichTito 2nd
Rankovich made to further the execution of the acts of terrerizm,
planned against certain membres of the Hungarian Government. end
of what dircetives Jovanoviech and Jojkich received econcerning
preparations {or the attempt on the life of Matyis Rakosi?

Brankou : Hujk’s task was to organise the attempts on Lhe
lives of Rakosi, Farkas and Geré. As Rajk worked very slowly, Ran-
kovich was not sati-fied with his work and wanted to speed up thing-.
Therefore he sent two UDB agents from Yugoslavia as expert=. with
experience inpolitieal inurder. These werethe UDDB agents, Juvaravich
and Jojkich. They arrived in Budapest in October, 1948, and s
spied on Rikosi's residence, paying special attention to the per-cn of
Rakosi. They wanted to find out how and by how many people Riko~i
was guarded, whether he moved about by car or on foot, and simnilar
data considered necessary. Jovanovich was later ordered by the
Hungarian authoritics to leave the country. Jojkich returncd to
Belgrade at the end of 1948, They watched Rakosi's residence
and did the whole job in a very secretive way.

The President : What role was intended by Yugoslav Minister
of ITome Aflairs Rankevich for the acts of terrorism against the
Hungarian government in the execution of the putschin Hupmary?

EBrankov : He considered these murders as a prelude for
carrying ont the putsch, This would have heen the sign for remeving
the present government.

The President : In October, 1948, what did Rankowvich aml
Djilas tell you about the secret agreement which had been conclhided
between Tito and the Anglo-Saxons concerning the campaign andl
fight against the Soviet Union and the peoples’ democracies?

Brankov : Djilas said that Tito had conferred with Amurican
and British representatives in Belgrade and agreed with them thal
they would help in the anti-Soviet fight of the Tito Government. They
would give not only economie. but political. and even nlitary
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aid to Tito, Djilas also said that the Americans would be willing
to support Tito's Government oaly if Yugoslavia fought against the
Soviet Union, Rankovich added that contacte had to be renewed
in Hungary with the Anglo-American intelligence and that we had
to co-operate with them to intensify the fight for overthrowing
the Hungarian Government, since the situation bad become strained
and it did not matter what methods were used. What the new

overnment would be like was also mentioned. Rankovich ruentioned
that Hajk would be Prime Minister in the new government and
Palffy, Minister of Defence. Then he also said that the right-wing
gocial democrats who were in the West, would also participate in
the new government. I remember that he mentioned Antal Ban also,
who had had some contacts even before the war with Rankovich.
] know from UDB documents that Ban bad been a police informer
of long ﬁt.am:!i.:lg In Yugvl;.mtiliﬂri,mI and that Rankovich considercd it
wise that Ban should also take part in this government for he would
be a reliable man fur the Tito government,

The President ; In October, 1948, what instructions did you get
from the Yuguﬁhv Minister of Home Affairs Rankovich for making
a provocative statcment about your sceming break from the Tito
Eoverumunt?

Brankov : He told me straight out that the situation in Hun-
gary was now such that one could not work any longer with the
old methods and they had to be changed. The Hungarian authorities
had become so vigilant that it had become impossible for the members
of the Legation to do their work. He gave me instructions to return
to Budapest, 1o leave the Legation, to make a statement condemning
Tite's policy, and to remain in Hungary as a political refugee.
I fought four years as a partisan officer during the war and am used
to carrying out all orders if they come from Tito, When Rankovich
saw that 1 was wavering, he told me that he had spoken to Tite
personally on this matter and that Tito exXpc cted me to carry thrnug]:l
this task successfully. Although I wavered, I did not have the etrength
not to carry out a command, an order which I received personally
from Tito. I also received definite orders from Runhuvicﬁ on what
I bhad to do in Hungnr}r when I returned and I then left for Budapest,
The orders were the following: first I had to win the confidence
of the lEadETEhip of the Hungarian Wurking People’s Party. That
was the first task. The second, if I won this confidence, then without
it being noticed I should continue to keep in touch with the Hun-
garian conspirators, primarily Rajk and Rankovich, because that
was very important, perhaps the most esssential question. I and
Mrazovich had to discontinue all other work and we had to work
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only on this. Another of my duties in connection with the plot was
to get in touch with a number of other Yugoslav agents who were
in Hungary. These were: Andris Szalai, the deputy chief of the
cadres department of the Central Committee of the Hungarian
Working People’s Party, Milan Ognjenovich who was the organising
secretary of the Democratic Federation of the South Slavs of Hun-
gary, then Jézsef Hegediis, who was a member of the leadership
of the Hungarian-Yugoslav Society. Finally I had to acquire some
material which would in some way compromise the Hungarian Party
and also the Yupgoslav political refugees. Rankovich informed me
that he would keep in touch with me by sending Dusan Sakota to
Budapest as Counsellor of the Legation in one or two months® time —
he would be the contact between us. These were the instructions.

When I arrived in Budapest I thought over the whole matter.
I hesitated, for I was not willing to fulfil this instruction, because
I did not disapprove only of this instruction, but of other earlier
things. By then I could no lenger do anything else but carry out
this instruction if I wanted to remain a member of the Yugoslav
Communist Party, if I wanted to remain a Yugoslav citizen and
did not want to be p]aued into a position where they would outlaw
me. I was in Budapest for two weeks, I hesitated and did not carry
out this order. Then a letter came from Belgrade, in the diplomatie
bag from Rankovich, in which he called me to account for not
yet having carried out the order. If I did not carry this out then
he would look upon me as a supporter of the Information Bureau,
would outlaw me, and take suitable measures against my family,
which was in Yugoslavia. When I received this letter I saw no way
out. In the end I decided to carry out this order after all. T trusted
Tito; it was difficult to break with Tito and I kpew that I had no
other way but to carry out an order of which I did not approve. After
this [ made the statement on Rankovich’s orders in which I said that
I broke with Tito’s policy and began to fulfil the orders even though
it was against my will. '

The President : Now describe how Rankovicl’s orders were
being carried out in practice,in Hungary, for the preparation of the
Hungarian state putsch, and then how you made your public state-
ment breaking with the Tito government in Octuber, 1948, in a
provocative fashion.

Branbkov : At first T waited because T was told not to carry
out the orders immediately. We discussed in Belgrade that I would
go for a walk every Sunday in the emly evening hours on the Gugger
hill in the vicinity of a hut. If Sakota came to Budapest it was there
that we should meet. Sakota did come.
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But I first have to speak about the contact with Rajk. After
my statement, the first meeting, I think, took place in November.
We met in the corridor at the Hungarian Working People’s Party
Centre. Then I just briefly told Rajk what it was all about, because he
did not know what it was all about and was afraid. 1 assured
him I would not give him away and he should not give me away cither.
I am not certain how often 1 met Hﬂi'.k after that, but I do remember
that I met him again in the middle of December. T called him on the
telephone at the Foreign Ministry and we decided to meet in
hiz office at the Hung.lna.n Working Peoples” Party Centre at
eight o’clock in the evening. I told him what tasks I had been
aFF-'tg:ued by Hamkovich. After that T met Rajk often. Tt was not
immediately clear in those days whether or not Rajk was willing te
carry out these instructions, He hesitated and finally told me that
in his opinion the exccution of the plot and the state putsch should
be postponed until a later date as it was not timely, There were
serious reasons why it had to be postponed. He said I should inform
Rankovich of this.

After that 1 approached Andras Szalai and spoke to him.
He immediately agreed to continue working as before, and
to be at my disposal. The position was different with Ogojenovich
and Hegediis, They said that the State Security Department
was watching them carefully, that the State Seeruity Department
was suspicious of them, and that they did not want to work because
it was very dangerous and they would be arrested,

In February, Sakota visited me at the place appomted. We met
[vur times altogether. At the first and zecond meeting, Rankovich's
instructions were that Rajk should be urged on, he should be told
that there had alrcady been enough preparation, and he should
now turn to action. Rankovich remindmf Rajk that they had discussed
the organising of the assassination; what about that, why did
Rajk not do anything in this matter. He was dissatisfied because
Rajk was late with the urgaﬁisﬂl.iun of the assassinations.

At the last two meetings Sakota told me that Rankevich was
dizsatisfied with the little work I had done until now, because every-
thing I had done was insignificant, and that he doubted whether
I would really carry out his instructivns or not. He also let me know
that he would carry out the measures 1 have already mentioned,
against me and my family which remained in Yugoslavia. So he
threatencd me. I then decided to put an end to the whole thing.
I spoke with Rajk. I saw that Rajk was of the opinion that there
was no prospect for the success of the plot. He proposed to posi-
pome it
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The Presedent : And what do you know about the murder ol
Milos Moich? What can you say in connection with that about the
instructions of Rankovich and vour role and BlaZich’s?

Brankov : Moich was one of the members of the leadership of
the Democratic Union of the South Slavs of Hungary. He also
worked for the UDB, and I think he was in personal cuntact
with Rankovichh even before the war. When the resolution of the
Information Bureau was published, Moich started to threaten that he
would expose Rankovich and the UDB activitics in Hungary.

Rankavich’s instruetion was @ All his agents who do not Carry
out his instructions, who threaten treason and are dangerous in
some way, should be liquidumd, We sent a report to Rankovich to
Belgrade and informed him about the Moich case. In answer to that,
instructions came (rom Rankovich that Moich ghould be liquidated.
[ did not agree with this instruction and was against murdering
Moich. So we turned to Minister Mrazovich.

When Mrazovich became acquainted with the whole thing
and read Rankovich's direct instructions, he said that it had to be
carricd out. I continued to oppose it and made other proposals,
for example, that we could speak with Moich and persnade
him instead of murdering him. Mrazoviech then became very angry
and told me : if I am afraid, he will give me his own revolver to
murder Moich ; e is not afraid, for Rankovich’s instructions are
sacred. They should be carried out. Just after that he gave his pistol
to BlaZich. BlaZich settled this case with press attaché Zivko Boarov,
and as it is known, Boarov murdered Moich with Mrazovich’s
revolver,

The President : So what was the role you played here?

Brankov : 1 knew about it, I was against it, that wasz all.

The President : It was not you who gave the instructions to
Buoarov?

Brankoev : No, not L. T was against it.

The Presideni : Were you present when Boarov got the instruc-
tions?

Hrankev ;: 1 was not present.

The President : We shall return to that later,

Afier this the President of the Court declared that the trial would
continue on Monday at 9 a. m.

On Monday, September 19, at 9 a. m., the trial continued.

The President = Do the pcuple’s judges have any question to
Lazar Brankov? Nomne. And the people’s prozecutor?

People’s Prosecutor Dr. Gyula Alapi : 1 have some questions.
Arriving in Hungary, the Yugoslav Military Mission, of which vou
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were also a member, was given a warm welcome in Hungary, was
it not? How did the individual members of the Yugoslav Military
Mission return this warm reception?

Brankov: We were received when we arrived in Hungary
in 1945, and during the whole time we spent here, in a friendly
fashion and were always treated as friends. I must admit that often
it was very unpleasant for me and I should even have been ashamed
that I had to carry out instructions of the kind we received from
BB].EHI.&G‘ These instructions were such that we had to work against
those who received us with friendship, that we had to organise spy
rings with such methods asT have indicated, and then the organisation
of the conspiracy.

The People’s Prosecutor : Here at the trial, from the material
of the case, it turns out that almost each and every member of the
Yugoslav Mission, and later of the Yugoslav Legation, had been
commissioned by the Yugoslav statesmen Tito, Rankovich, Kardelj
and Djilas to organise a spy network and to do destructive work.
What do you know of this? :

Brankov : It is a fact that at the Mission and the Legation
the great majority were engaged in intelligence work.

The People’s Prosecutor : The great majority, right from the
beginning.

Brankov : But one can’t say that everybody did, for there
were some who did not. These only kept up regular connections
with the Hungarian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and did Pn]i‘ti::al
work. Ciemil, then Javorsky, Smiljanich and Blaiich worked politi-
cally as intelligence agents ; then on economic questions, Dr. Gavrilo-
vich, the commercial attaché, and his deputy Catinovich, Judich, and
Sinanovich, who was the head of the reparations committee. Then
they worked also on military questions, for instance, Major Kovics
at the Mission, later Colonel Lozich and his successor Colonal Zokalj,
the military attaché. It is also natural that the Minister knew of all
of these, because he was kept regularly informed and no important
action could be taken without his konowledge.

The People’s Prosecutor : Do you have knowledge of cases in
which persons who were Hungarian citizens were kidnapped and
forcibly taken to Yugoslavia? Here you have already named Ljubitsa
Hribar: besides her case, do you know of any similar cases?

Brankov : 1 remember another actual case of this kind.
This happened at the beginning of 1947, in January. Then,
as in the case of Ljubica Hribar, Ferenc Mikula, a Hungarian citizen,
was illegally and forcibly taken to Yugoslavia — first arrested
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and detained at the Mission. He was taken to Yugoslavia in the
Mission’s car with a false passport. Rudolf Calinovich organised
this action.

The People’s Prosecutor : He organised it with false documents,

Brankov ; Yes, with false documents. And I think Nikola
Grek also co-operated in this.

The People’s Prosecutor : Nikola Krek?

Brankov : Yes. In a week’s time Mikula was brought back
again to Budapest. There in Belgrade he had been forced to work
for the UDB.

The People’s Prosecutor : Was there no one eclse?

Brankov : Then there were cases when the agents went back and
forth between Yugoslavia and Hungary, always with false passports
made out for them either by the Yugoslav Mission or by the Legation.
This is how, for instance, Hegediis, then Sebljanich, Dr. Laslovich.
and Vidakovich travelled. Several travelled this way.

The People’s Prosecutor : You testified before the court in
detail that Tito, Rankevich, Kardelj and Djilas were responsible
for espionage and wrecking activities in a score of peoples” democratic
states, as in Poland, Rumania, Bulgaria, Albania and here in Hun-
gary. Do you know whether individuals with Yugoeslav diplomatic
missions carried on similar espionage and wrecking activities else-
where in addition to the countries already mentioned by you in
your testimony?

Brankov : Yes. I know that they worked with such methods
and received similar instructions az I here in Hungary, in Albania,
Bulgaria, Rumania, Poland and Czechoslovakia.

The People’s Prosecutor : You also kmow that they did in
Czechoslovakia. Speak about this in greater detail.

Brankov : know that especially in Czechoslovakia they
worked very hard. When I once spoke with Rankovich, he said that
they worked much better in Czechoslovakia than in Hungary.

The People’s Prosecutor : What was this “good work” like which
Rankovich praised in Czechoslovakia?

Brankov : I remember for instance, that Rankovich mentioned
Dradich who was the deputy military attaché in Prague and at the
same time the chief UDB representative. Drndich, the deputy
military attaché, and Novosel Djoko counsellor, of the Legation,
were both chief representatives of the UDB, Then Stilinovich, the
Minister, who was a special agent of Rankovich’s and Kardelj's
worked there too, having a job similar to mine here in Hungary. Then
Rankovich said — I remember this very well — that Drndich in
Czechoslovakia wae able to establish good connections with the
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Czechs and Slovaks there who bad been in the West during the war.
in America, Britain, Switzerland and France. He established parti-
cularly good connections with the Czechs and Slovaks, who had
fought in the British Army during the war and then he recommended
that I should get in touch with the Hungarians who had been in the
West. With Trotskyists and similar elements.

The People’s Presecutor ;: Did you a.{:‘l:mi.ll.:,-r meet Dradich?

Brankov: Yes, I met Drndich once in 1947 in Belgrade.
1 acked him how he worked in Czechoslovakia. He said that
he was most successful in Slovakia, where he could rely on the Slovak
nationalists and Hlinka guardists. There were many in Czechoslovakia
who during the war were in Yugoslavia as partisans. With them too,
Drndich established similar connections. The methods were identical
with those we applied here in Hungary.

The People’s Prosecutor : Now, as the chief representative of
the UDB in Hungary, tell us precisely what instructions you
received from Tito and Rankovich, on how to select in Hungary
those who were suitable for bringing into the organisation?

Brankov : First of all, one had to talk with them and suggest
that they work for the UDB If they did not want to, they were
to be threatened with exposure.

The People’s Prosecutor : To blackmail them?

Brankov ; Yes. Chiefly those whoe were incriminated. For
instance, those who had worked for the old Horthy police, for Szilasi,
who were Gestapo agents or had co-operated with the American and
British intelligence. We had to establish contact with such elements
in the first place, as it was proved that they became our best agents.

The Public Prosecutor : They were already experienced.

Brankov : They were more easily kept in hand and were also willing
to work. These were, of course, Gestapo methods. Rankovich didn't
even make a secret of it and often remarked that one could learn
much from the Gestapo. In my opinion, the Anglo-Americans
certainly applied similar methods with Tito and also with Rankovich.
I know, for instance, that during the war the partisans spoke much
about a case when Rankovich and a small group were caught by the
Germans. That small group was then executed and only Rankovich
succeeded in getting free a few weeks later. Then .

The People’s Prosecutor : Did he come to no ha:rl.n?

Brankov : Nothing happened to him. It was said then that
Rankovich might have been brought into the organisation by the
Germans. at that time. Then there was much talk during the war
that in 1941, '42 and at the beginning of '43, Tito had carried on
negotiations with the Germans to discontinue the fight, provided the
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(rermans would consent that he <et up a government in Yugoslavia-
At that time, there were many who wonld not helieve this, but there
were many wheo did helieve it, and thase did certainly have more and
hetter knowledge of him, In 1943, towards the middle of the vear.
however,when the Soviet Union was gaining great victories over the
German army, Tito discontinued these negotiations, but those whe
knew of his negotiations with the Germans, — I already mentioned
that they used such methods — were sent out to places where thev
were certain to perish. The have been considered as Tito’s enemies.

The People’s Presecutor : That is to say, they were massacred.

Brankov : They were sent to places where the fight was hope-
less, and so they perished by the hundred. At that time, there wa-
much talk about this, but as I said, not everyone knew of it.

The People’s Prosecutor ; That is to say, there were people
who helieved it, and there were those who did not. Going back to the
casc of Anton Rob. The Yugoslav Legation rendered assistance in
the flight from Hungary of Anton Rob, the Hungarian deputy  to
the National Assembly. What Hungarian stamps were used to make
out a forged passport for Anton Roh, and who was the person working
at the legation who had taken Anton Rob across the frontier?

Branker : Rob reccived a forged passport which was made out
for him by the Consular Office. Not only Anton Haob, but others too
who were travelling to Yugoslavia illegally, received such passport-.
There was a whole collection of various stamps.

The People’s Prosecutor : Of Hungarian stamps?

Brankov : Of Hunganan stamps. They gave Hungarian wvisa=
at any time. without the Hungarian Ministry ol Voreign Aflairs,

The People’s Prosecutor : Were those forged inte the Yugo:las
11a.*-:npur15?

Brankov : Yes. Anton Rob went to Yugosbavia with =ach
a passport. This was first the job of Smﬂjanirh_ head of the Con=nlar
()ifice, and later it was the job of Blafich.

The Peopie’s Prosecutor : Tell us exacth : what direct role
did Bankevich play in the killing of the Hungarian citizen Milo-
Moich?

Brankov : Moich was Killed upon Bankavich's repealed instrue-
tionsz in wri:t.in&

The People’s Prosecutor : D yvou <ee 1t?

Brankov : Yes, [ did

The People’s Prosecutor @ And vou also vead it?

Brankev : Yes, T did.

The Peaple’s Prosecutor : That coded instrnction?
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Brankov . Yes, as instructions of that kind were read by
Minister Mrazovich, by myself and the secretaries of the Legation.
The People’s Prosecutor : I have no more questions.

The Prezident - Has Lazar Brankov's Counsellar for Defence any
questions? { None.) Has Léaszlo Rajk’s Counsellor for Defence any?
{ None.) Has Gyirgy Pilfly’s Counsellor for Defence any? (None.)
Return to your seat, Lazar Brankov! (Brankov returns to his place.)

The President : Laszlé Hajk, come to the microphone, 1 have
an additional question to ask of you. (Liszlé Rajk comes forward to
the jtﬂfgﬂ s platform.) You told us in the course of your statement
that in the French internment camps you were doing Trotskyist
work. Tell us the names of those Hungarmns hesides you who were
in those internment camps in France.

Rajk : In this connection, [ have already mentioned some names
in my statement. Apart from repeating those I could not very well
mention any more. Un the one hand, I have met innumerahle people
since then and the names are blotted out from my memory, on the
other hand, many of the Hungarians were using aliazes during the
war in Spain. I myself did not operate jn Spain under the name of
Rajk, but under that of Firtos. The names which I kept in my
memory were : Sindor Cseresnyés, Frigyes Major, Imre Gayer, and
the ones I think I haved not mentioned so far and who belong here
were Riath, Kailesics, Kowvdcs, In this connection I cannot very
well mention any more of the Hungarians.

I mentioned also that we, the Hungarian Trotskyist group, even
though the group itself was under my leadership, were in close and
organic c¢o-operation with the Yugoslav Trotskyist group which
was the most numerous in the camp and actually formed the general
staff of the whole Trotskyist work, Here too I mentioned a few
names and I cannot mention any additional names here either.
Pa.ltlj' I cannot because as foreign names they have become
hazy in my memory and partly I cannot tell what positions
in Yugoslavia's various key posts the people whose names I do
remember fill, in this way I cannot with full responsibility and
without mistakes unumernte i;ver}fhﬂd}r. Parﬂ}r because we in
Spain and especially later in the French internment camp were
in very poor physical condition, many had grown moustaches and
beards. I remember that when, for instance, Milich, accompanied
by Brankov, visited me at my home in the autumn of 1947 ahout
the reception of Tito’s government delegation, and introduced
himself and began to speak with me in Spanish, I could hardly
recognise in his general's uniform, well-groomed, the same Milich

144



with whom I had been in the internment camp. The other reason why
I could not name everybudy here with full responsibility and without
mistakes everybody, eaying who is where today, is because the
too often used aliases. It happened that names behind which I thought
to recognise former fighters in Spain, turned out not to belong to
them at all, and vice versa with those of whom I did not think at
all that they had been in Spain, it turned out that they had been in
Spain. This is all I can say in econnection with this quéstion.

The President : Take your seat. (Ldszlé Rajk returns to his place. )
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Examination of Dr. Tibhor Sxiinygi

The President : Bring in Dr. Tibor Szényi. Dr. Tibor Szényi,
come forward! (Dr. Tibor Szényi goes to the platform) Did vou
understand the charge?

Szényi : 1 did.

The President : Do vou plead guilty?

Szdnyi : 1 do plead guilty.

The President: You were organized by the American spy

service in Switzerland. Tell us in detail when and under what
circumstances you were brought into the organisation?

Szinyi : I came into contact with the American secret serviee
in Switzerland in the autumn of 1944, During the war, from the
end of 1938, T resided in Switzerland as a political emigré. During
the war, political emigrés from almost every Central and East
European state, among them left-wing communist groups, were
staying in great numbers in Switzerland. Among the left-wing
political emigrés theintelligence organs of Great Britain, and especially
of theUnited States of America, were doing very active work,asfarback
as the first year of the war. During the war, the American military
strategic intelligence, the so-called Office of Strategic Services, had
its European centre in Switzerland, [ts head was Allan Dulles, a=
representative in Europe. Officially, Allan Dulles was assigned to
the American Legation in Berne. Actually, he was the European
head of the OSS. In the summer of 1944, towards the end of the
war, in its last year, it had become obvious that a part of the East
European and Central Europcan countries would be liberated bv
the Soviet troops. At that time, the American intelligence service,
under the leadership of Allan Dulles, began to concentrate on the
task of bringing into its organisation spies from the political emigrés
there, especially from the left-wing communist groups. The purpose of
this was to infiltrate these people into the territories liberated}by:
the Soviet troops, to carry out underground activity against the
Communist Parties there. Tt was in the course of this activity that
T came into contact with the American spy organisation. The chief
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helpmate and closest collaborator of Allan Dulles in his work of
organising spies from among the political emigrés was Noel H.
Field, who was officially the head of an American relief organisation
in Switzerland, of the Unitarian relief organisation called the
Unitanan Service Committee. In reality, he was a direct collaborator
of Dulles in the spy organisation. His duty, as head of the
relief organisation, was to extend financial help and assistance to
the political emigrés. and through this to establish connections
and friendship with them and do organisation work for the American
spy ring. Further helpers and direct eollaborators of Allan Dulles
in this work were the Yugoslav spies. In fact, MiSa Lompar, who
was then in Zirich, officially as the head of the Yugoslav emigré
group, was, however, in reality even then an American spy and
direct collaborator of Dulles.

Later MiSa Lompar became Consul General inZiirich, a diplomat
by profession, An assistant of Dulles was the Yugoslav spy Latinovich,
who worked first in Switzerland, in Geneva,and later became Consul
General in France, in Marseilles. Another assistant of Dulles was
a Yugoslav spy called Confino.

I was the leader of a Hungarian political emigré group which
was formed at the end of 1942 or at theieg;im:ling of 1043, under the
name of the Swiss Group of the Hungarian Independence Front.
This group ecomsisted of students, intellectuals, and politically
vacillating elements whom I educated in 1944 in a chauvinistic
and pro-American spirit under MiSa Lompar’s influence, as a result
of his organizsing activities. MiSa Lompar did thiz work partly through
his direct contact with me, and partly through another member
of the group, Ferene Vigi, who was on my behalf in direct contact
with Lompar and under MiSa Lompar’s political influence. In this
influence the theory of Browder, then leader of the Communist Party
of the U.5. A., played a great part. Printed copies of Browder’s
hooks in French and German were distributed in great number by
Lompar and Field both in Switzerland and in l'ﬁ.'am:ﬂ, on behall
of the American secret service. My group came to the conclusion
that after the war we had to take a position in Hungary within
the Communist Party, and in general, we would have to represent
such a political line as would make Hungary range hersell on
the side of the United States. Lompar proposed to me in September
1944, that I should enter into diréct contact with 0SS leader Allan
Dulles. Lompar and Field were active in this sense not only with
the Hungarian political emigré group, but with other political
viigré groups, too. So I definitely knew that they had established
a similar contact with the Czechoslovak uroup, [|ulahl}' with Pavhk,
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who lived there then, and further with a German Trotskyist group
whose leader was Politzer, and with other countries, notably with
the Polish political emigré groups. [ worked out a memorandum
with Ferenc Vagi about the political conception of the members of
my group and myself, especially for the post-war period, and I
explained that we were willing and considered it necessary to col-
laborate with American Intelligence after the war, I sent this memo-
randum through Lompar to Dulles and then, at the end of September
1944, my first personal meeting with Allan Dulles took place in
Berne. 1 met Dulles regularly until my return home in January,1945.
My formal enrollment into the American spy organisation took place at
the end of November 1944, in Berne. At this meeting Dulles explained
to me at length his political conception for the period after the
war and 1:1'.:|1c1E me that the Communist Parties would obviously
become government parties in a whole series of Eastern European
countries which would be liberated by Soviet troops. So support
for an American orientation and the American collaboration policy
should be carried on first of all within the Communist Party. He
asked me about my chances of infiltrating into the Communist
Party in Hungary. When I had given him adequate information about
that, he set me certain tasks, At this meeting at the end of November
1944, despite there being no difference of opinion between us in
the question of the common activities and though I entirely identified
myself with the point of view he explained to me, Dulles showed
me, as a means of terrorising me, the receipt 1 had signed on a
previous ocecasion for Noel H. Field, the leader of the relief orga-
misation I mentioned hefore, for a subsidy 1 had received. I saw
this receipt in Dulles’ hand in November, 1944. Later I met Dulles
more than once. I agreed with him that after our return home
we would remain in contact with each other, and I would use in this
contact the cover-name *“Péter” and he the cover-name *“Wagner”.

The President : You have already spoken about MiSa Lompar.
Now, summarising the whole, what was his role?

Szényi : MiSa Lompar, as I said, lived at that time in Switzer-
land, officially as the leader of the Yuposlav political emigré group.
I found out even at that time through my talk with Lompar, and
also from Ferenc Vigi — who, asI said, wasin direct contact with
Lompar, on my instructions — that a secret contact was established
in 1944 between the Yugoslav prime minister Tito and Allan
Dulles, at that time head of the European centre of the American
intelligence service. Discussions were going on between official
American circles and Tito to work out their common work and
common tactics, with the aim that Tito, as the central personality,
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should organise and direct destructive, subversive work against
the Soviet Union and the Communist Parties in the Balkans,

The President : Tell us something about those who belonged
to the group which you then organised on the instructions of the
American intelligence service.

Szdnyi : As 1 have already said, the members of the group
were students and intellectuals who were from the beginning politi-
cally vacillating and inexperienced and, under my influence, they
adopted a pro-American, chauvinist outlook. The names of the
members of my group were : Ferenc Vigi, Andrizs Kilman, Gyérgy
Demecter, Gyula Kuti, Jinos Dobd, Ivin Foldi, Mrs. Gybrgy Demeter,
Gytrgy Hédos, Péter Balaban and Gybrgy Somlé.

The President : When, how, and with what assignments was
this group sent to Hungary?

Szinyi : Dulles gave orders at the end of November 1944, to
prepare, together with my group, to return home, and that he himself
would organise the transference of the group to Hungary. However,
only part of the group started on this journey.

The President : How many?

Szdnyt : There were six including myself : Ferene Vigi, Gyérgy
Demeter, Gyula -Kuti, Andras Kidlmén and Jinos Dobé. On my
instructions we left the rest of the members behind. I entrusted
Ivan Fildi with the continvation of the work. His task was, on
the one hand, until he came home to Hungary, to continue there his
destructive work, under my instructions, against the Hungarian
Government, on the other hand I entrusted him with the handing on
of secret intelligence material to Field, and through Field to Allan
Dulles, Aslmentioned, Dulles gave me definite instructions concerning
our return home at the end of November. He said that this journey
would be urgnniﬁud h}r Mihujlu- Lumpar : and the financial side of the
journey, the reimbursement of the expenses, would be dealt with
by Noel H. Ficld, on his instructions. Immediately after my dis-
cussion with Dulles I turned to Mihajlo Lompar who uupplied us
— the group of six — with forged papers for the journey. These
documents showed us to be Yugoslav officers going to Yugoslavia as
a Yugoslav officers’ delegation. In addition Mifa Lompar gave us a
confidential letter to the home affairs authorities in Belgrade which
eaid that we were travelling to Hungary as agents of the American
secret service and asked them to assist us in our journey from Belgrade
onwards. On Dulles’ instructions Field had previously authorised
4,000 Swiss francs for the travelling expenses of the group and he
organised the illegal crossing of the Swiss-French frontier. On
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Lompar’s ‘instructions we wenl to Marseilles with the certificates
and forged papers received from MiSa Lompar and there reported
to the Yugoslav Consul General Latinovich who was alrcady informed
of our arrival and of the aim and character of our journey. Latinovich
helped us to continue our journey by giving us some further forged
documents. He gave us a letter to the Yugoslav Military Mission
in Bari and put us in touch with the American military intelligence
organisations in Marscilles which were called G2. On his initiative
the American military authorities put a special plane at our disposal
for us to continue our journey, with which we flew from Marseilles
te Naples and from Naples directly to Belgrade. In Belgrade we
reported o the home affairs authorities, to Major Kovalevich
to whom I gave MiSa Lompar’s letter, on the basis of which Kova-
fevich put me in touch with Nikelaj Kalafatich, a major in the
OZNA, who then organised our journey to Hungary.

He put a special car, an OZNA car, at our disposal. He gave
us an OZNA officer to accompany us, who took us by car through
Novisad and Subetica to Szeged. When we arrived in Szeged, carrying
out the instructions I had from Nikolaj Kalafatich, 1 ordered
the members of my group tn destroy the forged Yugoslav papers,
which they did.

The President : According to your statement then, there was
clearly recognisable co-operation between the Yugoslav and the
American intelligence services in getting the spy ring into Hungarian
territory.

Szényi : Yes, there was the closest co-operation. But this
co-operation extended even to the organisation of intelligence
channels. For, as [ said, at our last meeting in December 1944, in
Berne, Allan Dulles, head of the 0355, told me the intelligence
channels through which I could keep in touch with him. Thus, in the
first place, he named MiSa Lompar who would then inform me about
these channels more fully and in detail. Then during my stay in
Marseilles Latinovich and 1 decided that T would talk this over
in even greater detail in Belgrade with the organisations of the
OZNA. This actually happened during our confidential conference
with Kalafatich in Belgrade, Kalafatich said that I should transmit
the material intended for the American secret service to Colonel
Obrad Ciemil in Budapest, who was then head of the Yugoslav
Military Mission and a member of the Allied Control Commission,
who wonld transmit this material to him, Kalafatich, in Belgrade
and he would send it to Latinovich by the official courier through the
organisations of the OZNA, and Latinovich would get it to Lompar
and directly to Allan Dulles,
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The President : What were the instructions segarding othes
wivs in which vou should get to vour emplovers the data o be
lu“i.l‘l:tl‘.d on Hungﬂnun territory !

Szinyi : When in 1944, at the end of November and then in
Deccmbcr, I had my last two talks with Allan Dulles, the head of the
(S5 in Berne, then he first of all gave me definite instructions on
the tasks which would await us on our return to Hungary and
afterwards. At the same time he told me the channels [or forwarding
intelligence. One of the channels of which 1 have already spoken was
the 1'I.’ul%-:-slm.r secret intelligence trough Nikolaj Kalafatich, OZNA
major. In addition, there was the seeond channel made available to
me by Allan Dullez ; this was through Noel H. Field. As a third
chdnnd to be used nnl}r in outs=of- 'L]‘!wﬂrdman cases, Dulles sug-
gested that under the alias “Péter”™ I could transmit material for
“Wagner” in office No. 2, of the American Legation in Berne,
These three channcls were at mydisposal.

The President : Among the official Yugoslav agents operating
in Hungary, who helped you to keep up this connection?

Szinyi : In Hungary I was helped by Colonel Obrad Cicmil,
the head of the Yugoslav Military Mission and a member of the
Allied Control Commission with whom Andras Kilmin, a member
of my group, was in direct contact here in Budup{-at.

‘The President : After this let us diseuss what acts ol espionage
and other destructive work were done against the Hungarian state
order by the group organised and led by von, after its arrival in
Hungary, and then also tell us how you transmitted the azsembled
espionage data to the American intelligence services.

Szdnyi : After we had got home we carried out together the
assignments T got at my two last meetings in Herne from  Allan
Dulles, the FEuropean head of the 0SS, First of all, of vourse,
we concealed the fact that we had connections with the American
secret organisations and thus I was able through deceit to get into
a very signilicant job tight at the beginning — a position in the
Hungarian Communist Party. I then used this position to place the
rost of the members of my group, through my recommendation-.
partly in the Party, partly in other state or ecunomic posts,ininfluen-
tial, important positions. Thus, I placed Ferene Vigi first in the
press, then later in the press department ol the Prime Minister’s
office. I got an important position for Andris Kilmin in the Ministry
of Penplr g Welfare. I placed G}furg\r Demneter first in the Kovies ma-
chine factory, later as the manager of the Danuvia works, and <till later
in the Institute of War Technology. Later, I also placed these other
memhers of my group who eame hack =epurately from ns. Thus,
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I put Péter Balabim into an important postition at the Radio and
later, when he arrived in Hungary, Ivan Fildi in a key position
at the Hungarian-Soviet Oil Company. In 1945 and 1946 the members
of my group held regular meetings every two months. These took
place either in my flat or in the flat of Andras Kilman and Gyérgy
Demeter. 1 then gave the members of my group instructions for
their activities, I gave them the order to try to do seemingly produc-
tive, good work in their jobs, which they held on my recommen-
dation in the way I have already explained, and in this manner
get on and acquire really influential jobs. They should try to foster
good, friendly relationships with their colleagues and through this
win collaborators in the first place for the pro-American policy, and
for intelligence work. I also got them to eonduct propaganda against
the policy of the Party leadership among their colleagues in their
place of work, The members of my group carried out these tasks.

When Ivin Fildi, at the end of 1943, came to Budapest for
a few days from Geneva to report on his work there, oo my instruce
tions and in my presence Ferenc Vagi and Ivan Foldi agreed that
Ferenc Vagi should regularly supply secret information of a political
and ecobomic pature through Ivan Fildi to Noel H. Field, and
through him to Dulles. Vigi supplied this matenial to Foldi through
Colonel Obrad Cicmil regularly during the year 1946, Material was
gent about the plans to stop the inHation, about other economic
measures, about the strength of the Communist Party, that is,
generally speaking, political and economic information of a confi-
dential nature which was in our possession. In addition, I sent news
material direct to Foldi, and through Féldi to Field, through a
epecial courier as well as via the chief route. Ivan Fildi himself
in his capacity as a courier took this sort of material at the end of
1945, and then in May 1946, when he was in Budapest.

When Ivin Foldi came to Budapest from Geneva for a few
dl}rﬂ in Ma‘_‘,’ 1946, he hmught me a sealed letter from Ficld in which

names of three American spics were mentioned, Béla Szass,
Gydrgy Adim and Ividn Maté, who were already organised agents
of the Amenican intelligence service and he told me about that,
Later on, knowing that Béla Szisz and Gyirgy Adam were American
epies, I placed them in important jobs, in the case of Béla Szasz on
the specific instructions of Laszlé ajk.

When Ivian Fildi retarned to Switzerland in 1946 T instructed
him to prepare the return of the members of the group still remaining
there, and also his own return to Hungary, and at the same time to
discuss with Noel H. Field how we should maintain contact after-
wards. Foldi was again in Budapest for a few days in the autumn
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of 1946 and he told me then that he had passed on my message
to Field, who sent me the answer that the contact would soon be re-
established. This did in fact happen through my receiving instruec-
tions by a special courier from Wagner, that is from Allan Dalles,
to get in touch with Liszlé Rajk.

The President : When and in what way did you make this
contact?

Szinyi : 1 contacted Rajk at the end of November 1946, But
before that I should say that in my discussions with Dulles in Novem-
ber 1944, in Derne, Dulles questioned me in detail about what pos.
sibilities I had for infiltrating into the Hungarian Communist Party.
During this discussion Dulles asked if I knew Firtos-Rajk. I told
him that I did not know him personally but knew who he was.
He then told me that he had met Firtos-Rajk in France at the time
of the Spanish Civil War. He did not know what was happening
to Rajk then, but it was possible that in my later work 1 might
have to work with him.

In 1946 that special courier who brought me the message by
word of mouth that “Péter should get in touch with Wagner's
acquaintance from France™, that is with Rajk, was Laszlé Bartok,
a former diplomat with the rank of counsellor in the Hungarian
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, A few days after I received this message
I called upon Rajk. I told him that I should like to talk with him
on important matters and asked him to visit me. Rajk visited me
the same day in my private office at the offices of the Organi-
sation Department of the Party Centre. I gave him this message
that T was Péter and 1 was establishing contact with him on
Wagner's behalf. Rajk replied that he already knew about me, he
had already been informed aboat that. From this fact 1 then saw
that Hajk must préviously have been in contact with the secret
American espionage organs, for he had already been informed of my
cover-name and about the fact that I would report to him under
this name.

This first talk of ours was only a short one. After this [ soon
met Rajk again and from this time until May 1949, my arrest,
I was in regular contact with Rajk, he directed my wrecking acti-
vities, I got instructions from him and it was also he who later
informed me confidentially about the armed revolt, the plot.

As for myself, I carried out the tasks given by Rajk according
to his instructions. This consisted first in the fact that from November
1947, in my capacity as the leader of the cadres department, I placed
in every field, in important jobs in the Party and economic and
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state lifc, people would [ considered it was possible to win over
and to use and who would be reliable for the plot.

The President : We shall later turn to the details of the cadres
prolicy.

Széuyi : The essence ol my role in the preparation of the plot
was to select people for the different lields and place them in
influential jobs.

Rajk also assigned to me the definite task of preparing, for the
time after the conspiracy, after the armed putsch had been brought
off, a party conference, which . ..

The President ; When did you receive Lhese instructions?

Szényi : Rajk first gave me this job at the end of April
1949, and then at the beginning of May, om the oceasion of our
last meeting before my arrest. This meeting took place in the Party
rest home., An exact date was not mentioned even then, but Rajk
said that apart from the uncertainty about the date I should begin
by picking out those persons rcliable from our point of view, who
could take part as delegates in a party conlerence the duty of
which would be the subsequent legalisation of the putsch.

The President : A subsequent legalisation?

Satnyi : Yes.

The President ; Did he give these instructions concerning the
conference for after the putsch?

Szonyi : Yes.

The President : Do you know anything about acts of terrorism
planned against the Hungarian Government and especially against
some members of the Hungarian Government? Who were the
members of the Hungarian Government that were threatened?
Did you have anvihing to do with the planning of aets of
terrorism ?

Szdiyi : I did know something about the planning of these
acts of terrorism. In May 1949, ubout two weeks hefore Imy arrest,
during the conversation at the Party rest home which I mentioned
before, Rajk gave me exhaustive information about the detailed.
practical plan for the putsch. He told me among other things —
and this he settled with Yugoslav Minister of Home Affairs
Rankovich — that the physical destruction of leading Hungarian
statesmen, namely of Ministors Rékosi, Farkas and Gerd, was
planned.

The President : What did vou sav about these terrorist acts"

Szényi : With regard to the acts of terrorism — and before.
when [ first learnt from Rajk’s information of the armed character
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of the conspiracy — I did not agree with the plan, and I even told
this to Rajk. I told him I considered it wrong and unfeasible. Rajk.
however, Iittcnlplm’l to influcoce me, and in hll].tﬂ of the fact that
I held to my opinion and opposed this plan, I did not have the courage
to expose it to the Hungarian authorities. :

The President : You continued to serve the plan, in fact?

Szényi : T continued to carry out Rajk’s instrmetions in con-
nection with the plan.

Tha President : Who was the fori.‘;gﬂ ;ﬂ.spirer of the plﬂn for
armed insurrection?

Szényi : From my conversations with Rajk I know that Rajk
from the very beginning had maintained close connections with
leading Yugoslav politicians, with Tito and Rankovieh — with
regard to the lay-out of the plan of the conspiracy, concerning
the gemeral plan as well as its details — and that he had received
inztructions from them concerning the plans.

Rajk also told me that with regard to the date they would
proceed according to the instructions and vicew points of the American
secret service and Rankovich, He explained to me that the timing
depended te a decisive extent on the international situation, and
when the international situation seemed favourable the plan would
uctually be carried out.

The President : In your view, the interests of what powers
were served by this whele plan for armed insurrection against the
Hungarian regime, against the Hungarian state?

Szényi : This plot aimed at the overthrow of the Hungarian
people’s democracy served, of course, the interests of those who
had worked it out, who were the brains behind it. That is : it was
part of the common American-Yugoslav plans. The conspiracy,
the putseh, were part of the plan which I have alrcady mentioned,
which I first heard about from Rajk in the summer of 1948, and
in detail at the beginning of 1949 : the plan of the Balkan federation.

The President : What else can you tell us of the conmections
between Laszlé Rajk and Yugoslav government cireles?

Szinyi : T knew of Laszlé Rajk’s connections with Yugoslav
government cirelez from what I was told by him in the course
" of our activities conmected with the conspiracy.

From all this I saw that in the preparation and drawing up ol
the plans for the' whole armed putsch and in the dizeussion of the
detailed execution of the plans there was the clesest connee-
tion between Rajk and the leading Yugoeslav politicians, It was
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characteristic of Liszl6 Rajk’s connections with leading Yugoslav
Pnliﬁnians that ﬂuri.ng our conference in July 1948 in the Ministry
of Home Affairs which took place directly after the publica-
tion of the resolution of the Information Burean, Rajk told
me that the whole series of facts which had beecome public in
connection with the resolution of the Information Bureau did not
surprise him, for Minister of Home Affairs Rankovich had told him
some time ago of the provocative methods employed by the Yugoslav
home authorities, led by Rankovich, against the official diplomatic
representatives of the Soviet Union and the proples’ democracies.

The President : What internal forces did you count on which
in your view would have supported an armed attack against the
Government?

Szdnyi : As far as internal forces are concerned, in the course
of our conferences Rajk mentioned to me Gyidrgy Palfly, on whose
support he counted. He counted on the support of a part of the army
through him, as well.

The Presid:at : And then?

Szdényi ; Then he mentioned that he counted on the support
of the police. He said, in reply to my questions, that as Minister of
Home Affairs he was trying to extend and ensure his own personal
influence over the police and other home authorities. The names he
mentioned on whom he eould rely were first of all Endre Szebenyi, who
was Under-Secretary of State in the Ministry of Home Affairs; Gyula
0szké, who was the head of the personnel department of the Ministry
of Home Affairs, and Sdndor Cseresnyés. In addition Rajk bhad
already placed in leading positions, partly with my eo-operation as
head of the cadres department, partly in his own official capacity,
his own reliable men, his old companions in espionage. So,{orinstance,
he brought into the Ministry of Home Affairs Liszlé Marschall as the
head of the education department. Then he brought in Laszlé
Maityis, and he placed in the police Jinos Beck, Kalesics, Kovics
and Karoly Rath, who had all been old companions of Rajk’s in his
destructive worlk,

The President : On what additional forces did you count?

Szényi : Rajk told me in 1947 — towards the end of the sum-
mer of 1947 or in the early autumn —that he had decided to dissolve,
and did dissolve, the Party organisations inside the police force, to
make sure of his influence inside the police, with the purpose of thus
preventiog all control or interference which might reduce his personal
influence in that field. The other forces, internal forces, on whom
we counted in connection with the conspiracy were thosc persons
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having important Party, state, administrative or economie functions
whom I as the head of the cadres department had placed accordin

to the plan I spoke of earlier. In addition, we counted in genera
on the support of the Hungarian reactionaries and chauvinist circles.
On Rajk’s instructions we tried in a planned way during the past two
years to build up his personal influence in these circles. So, for
instance, among the students of the NEKOSz we popularised Rajk
as the leader of the Hungarian national forees, and we eounted on the
support of these elements also.

The President : Did you receive any instructions from abiroad
concerning the internal forces which were to be used?

Szényi ;: Yes, When we discussed these internal forces and the
support promised by the Yugoslavs, Rajk told me that in general
we must seek the support of the middle strata in particular, by
which, in the villages, the kulaks were to be understood, and in the
towns, those strata where the nationalist and chauvinist emotional
influence was strong. '

The President : What forces were promised to you from abroad
and what foreign forces did you intend to use in general?

Szinyi : Rajk told me in detail in the spring of 1949, in April
and in May, that Minister of Home Affairs Rankovich personally
promised Yugoslav help in the course of his talks with Rajk. Ranko-
vich promised to help in the execution of the terroristic acts against
Hungarian statesmen which 1 have already mentioned.

The President : By name, against whom?

Szényi : Against Rikosi, Gerd and Farkas.

Th* President : What help had he promised?

Szinyi : 1 don't know the details of that. He promised also
— and in fact, this help was realised in practice — armed provo-
cations, armed clashes at the Yugoslav-Hungarian frontier. In addit-
ion to this armed help, foreign support from other directions, too,
was promised for the carrying out of the putsch. Namely that Hun-
gary would get economic and financial aid from the U, S, A, after
the putsch bad been carried out, Further — and Rajk told me this
as far back as 1948 — it was promised to him that if the putsch
succeeded and Rajk became Prime Minister, the U.S. A. would
support Hungary's admission to the United Nations.

My destructive activity in connection with the plot consisted
also in the {aet that after the resolution of the Information Burean [
distributed to my contacts the propaganda materials, leaflets, published
in Yugoslavia in support of Tito's policy which I got from Andras
Szalai. I knew Andras Szalai as a Titoite sympathiser, and therefore
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I ueed him in my cadres activities as my deputy and he, following
my instructions, gave every support to this destructive cadres policy.

The President : As for the destructive cadres policy, you have
only used as an explanation the few names you have already
mentioned in your statement. Did your cadres policy extend to many
more than these?

Szényi : Yes, to many more, in the sense that I did my best
in placing in all fields, into important leading jobs really careerist,
dissatisfied, politically unreliable elements whom we could later
use for our purposes.

The President : Did you pursue your espionage activities in
thiz period, in other words, in the period of your contact with
Rajk, too?

Szényi : I carried on my intelligence activities, but [ had no
more contact with the American intelligence at that time, only through
Rajk.

; The President : So the mews you collected vou sent to the
Americans through Rajk?

Szényi : Yes.

The President : What essential changes did you intend in the
foreign and domestic policy of Hungary if the plot suecceeded?

Szényi ; The first thing was the cstablishment of a new govern-
ment. [t was also planned that the political structure of the country
should be changed in the way Rajk had discussed with the leading
Yugoslav politicians, with the Yugoslav domestie political situation
as a model. That is, a change in which the role of the parties, first
of all that of the Hungarian Working People’s Party, would have
been pushed into the background and in its place a People’s Front
on a broader basis would be established as an organization to direct
the political life of the country. The broadening would be carried
out in such a way that we would provide the kulaks with political
representation within the People’s Front. In economic fields, the
first question was gradually — obviously not all at once — to do
away with all the basic achievements of the people’s democracy: to
give back the factories, the banks and the mines to the capitalists and
to reverse in part the land reform. Asfor our tactics in carrying this out,
the plan was that obviously it could not be realized all at once, but only
step by step, slowly, according to the situation, The same slow and
gradual changes were intended in foreign affairs. We wanted also to
carry out slowly, step by step, the aim of turning Hungary from the
friendly side of the Soviet Union and the peoples’ democracies to the
side of the U.5.A. This was necessary because we knew very well that
there was powerful svmpathy for the Soviet Union within the ranks
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ol the Hungarian working people and at the same time sympathy
for America was entirely or in great mcasure lacking, Thus such
a change could have been realised only slowly, gradually. Even in
connection with the plan to accept economic aid from the United
States — as a financial loan — our view was that this must also have
been realised in some disguised form, not a= an open American loan,
for there would have been great resistance against an American
loan among the Hungarian working people. That is, the tacties to
be applicd would have been the very same as in Yugoslavia.

The President : What was your project for the composition
of the Hungarian Government that would be established if the putsch
succeeded ¥

Szényi : Laszlé Rajk was to become Prime Minister. The other
lcaders of the plot would become members of the government :
reactionary political circles in Hungary and ITungarian politicians
abroad would also be taken into the government, those who would
agree with the aim of the plot, the aim of our pro- American policy, the
restoration of the bourgeois democratic system in Hungary.

The President : Step forward. Do you know the people in these
photographs? (He shows three photographs to Szényi.)

Szduyi (steps to the President's platform and looks at the photo-
graphs) : 1 know them.

The President : Who is that? {He shows him one of the photo-
graphs ).

Szényi : Noel Field.

The President : This? (He shows him another photograph. )

Szdnyi : T don’t know him. This man 1 don’t know.

The President : You don’t recognise Allan Dulles here?

Sziényi : Oh yes, I do recognise him. At that time he did not
wear spectacles.

The President : He did not wear spectacles. That must have
confused you.

Szimyt : Yes.

The President : Who is this? (Showing htm the third photogruph. )

Szényi : 1 think it is Rankovich.

The President : Perhaps you did not see him, Liaszlé Rajk.
please come here. (Rajk steps forward to the platform.) Do you know
these people? Who iz this? Do yvou recognise this? (Showing him one
of the photographs.)

Rajk : 1 recognise this one. It is Rankovich.

The President : Do you recognise Field?

Rajk : 1 do not know him. I do not remember whether I ever
spoke to Lim. I can definitely remember that he cawe to the camp
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and they asked for me at the same time. That i1s why, as [ say,
in all probability it is Field, but that was eight years ago and
I cannot recall his face.

The President : But they definitely told you then that it was
Field?

Rajk : It was Field.

The President : So you saw him once but because it was so long
ago you cannot be sure you remember his face,

Rajk : When I spoke to him they told me afterwards that
it was Field, and [ did not pay attention then,

The President (to Szinyi) : But you, as you have said, definitely
recognise Field in this photograph?

Szinyi : Yes.

The President ordered a short recess.

After the recess the trial continued with the questioning of Dr.
Tibor Szdnyi.

The President : I have one more question to ask you. Say
something about what financial rewards you, or — if you know
anything about it — Rajk reccived in return for your work as spies?

Szényi : I have already said in the course of my examination
that in connection with our journey home, I and the other members
of my group received 4000 Swiss francs from Field on Allan Dulles’
instructions for our travelling expenses.

The President : You spoke about this. And in addition?

Szényt : In addition te this, members of my group, especially
Ferene Vagi and Gybrgy Demeter, received regular financial assis-
tance from Noel H. Field, with my knowledge, in 1943 and 1944.
Similarly, on two occasions, I received financial assistance from
Noel Field.

The President : Can you tell us the amount? So they did receive
assistance ?

Szinyi : Yes, they did. I a2 also tell you the amount — 200-300
Swiss {rancs. Noel Field paid out this amount as the head of the
Unitarian Service Committee. I have no knowledge of financial
assistance to Rajk and I suppose there was none.

The President : How is that?

Szdnyi : I suppose that he did not receive financial assistance
because the American secret service was keeping him in their hands
along other lines, .

The President : Have yon finished?

Szényi : 1 have finished answering the question, but I ask
permission to make a statement which is not connected with the
question.
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The President ; Please go ahead.

Ssdényi : I have during my examination here, as earlier before
the investigation authorities, perfectly sincerely and frankly told
everything [ know and knew on this matter in connection with the
charge. 1 also told of my hesitation about the armed conspiracy and
my opposition te certain questions in the last months, and that
I openly expressed my difference of opinion with Rajk. It is, however,
true that for all that, in practice, [ carried out the tasks assigned to
me because I did not have the courage to reveal the whole matter
and expose it to the authorities. However, the fact that, even
before my arrest, the inner conviction of the rightness of what I was
doing was missing, contributed to a great extent to the fact that I
could sincerely and openly expose the facts known to me. I have
repented of my aetions and tried with all sinecerity — as far as this
is possible so belatedly and under such circumstances — to make
amends for my guilty actions.

I conszider it necessary to state this here and to emphasize it,
because 1 know from experience that in trials of a political character
certain circles and certain expert writers have the habit of spreading
the story that confessions of guilt of the accused are made under
duress, or are due to certain drugs, injections or suggestion. I am
a physivian and a neurologist, and I have known for a long time that
such things are impossible. And now I have learnt from my own
experience that such things are out of the question. The sole reason for
my sincerc confession is that I made up my mind to be sincere,
in order to make good what little can be made good at all in connec-
tion with such a grave crime. Therefore | could be frank and sincere.
That is what I wanted to say.

The President : Have the People’s Judges any questions to the
accused Dr. Tibor Szinyi?

( There were no questions.)

The President : Has the People’s Prosecutor any questions?

The People’s Prosecutor : I have some questions. In the event
of the plan of your organisation being suceessful, according to the
plan, Ferenc Kisbarnaki Farkas with his arrow-cross men would
have marched into Hungary from Austria, and obviously, under his
lead, these people would have assumed power. What would have
been the actual practical consequence of that?

Szényi : According to the plans known to me, and according
to the views I held then, the changes in Hungary after the putsch
would have meant the transformation of the people’s democratic
republic into a bourgecis democratic republie.
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The People’s Prosecutor ; 1 am rather asking from a practical
point of view. Didn’t it ever oceir to you that these arrow-cross men
might resume exactly what they left off in 1944, when they were
chased from the country?

Sifnyi : T am therefore emphasising the words, ,,according to
my conception” because at the same time [ am quite aware now that
in its consequences and its further development, in the end it
would not have been a bourgeois democratic republic that would have
come about, but some new form of the fascist regime, of a bloody rule
with Practicnl]y identical, or similar, consequences as in the past
bloody fascist dictatorship. The factory owners would have got back
their factories, the estate owners, on the whole, their estates, the ban-
kers the banks, in other words, the Hungarian working people would
have been deprived of all the achievements made accessible to them
in the people’s democracy. A bloody form of capitalist rule would
have taken shape in Hungary.

The People's Prosecutor : And what would have happened
about the emancipation of women?

Szonyi : Obviously, in time, this too would have been abo-
lished.

The People’s Prosecutor : You were a member of the Zionist
movement ?

Szényi : As far as I know, Ferenc Vigi and Gyirgy Demeter
were mémbers of the Zionist movement. In this connection it is
known to me, and I also experienced it in Switzerland, that in
general the Zionist movement maintained very close co-operation
with the American secret service.

The People’s Prosecutor : There is a part of your statement
where you mentioned that the Americans were organising certain
groups from other peoples’ democracies whom they sent across,
entrusting the carrying out of spying work to them. In which
states did the American spy organisations put sach groups, and did
you maintain connections with any of them? If so, who were they
by name?

Szényi : In connection with Czechoslovakia, 1 have certain
knowledge that the American intelligence centre built up such a
sccret organisation there. In particular, I know of it with regard to
Pavhik. I kept in touch with Pavlik after my return to Hungary,
and I met him.

The People’'s Prosecutor : Were you in touch with this man
Pavlik?

Szinyi : Yes. Apart from this, I know of Pavlik that during
his stay in Switzerland he was also in close connection with Kopecky,
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the representative in Switzerland of the Czech government then
in London...

The People's Prosecutor : With Kopecky?

Szdnyi : ... whois not the same as the Minister of Information
of the Czechoslovak Communist Party.

The People’s Prosecutor : And in other countries?

Szényi ;: With regard to other countries, I know about such
a grobp in connection with Germany.

The People’s Prosecutor : Who were those people?

Szinyi : I know only of one persom, called Politzer.

The People’s Prosecutor : Is that the Friulein Politzer, whom
you mentioned?

Sgonyi : Yes. And 1 know that in Poland, too, there was
a similar contact. I don’t know what his name was, though.

The People’s Prosecutor : You don't know the names of the
persons concerned there?

Szényi : In addition to that, in all countries where, with Noel
Field as intermediary, such aid organisations of the Unitarian
Service Committee were set up, these organisations were in reality
the cover organisations of the American secret service.

The People's Prosecutor ; Actually, they were cover organisa-
tions, all right, which in those countries worked in practice as a spying
service. Your name originally was Hoffmann?

Szdnyt : Yes.

The People's Prosecutor : Did you change it with the permission
of the Minizstry of Home Affairs?

Szényi @ Yes.

The People’s Prosecutor : After the Liberation?

Szényi : Right after the Liberation.

The People’s Prosecutor : 1 have no other question.

The President : Does the Counsel for the Defence of Dr. Tibor
Szémyi have any question? (No questions.) Do the Counsels for the
Defence of the other accused who have been examined up to now?
(There are no questions.) You may sit down, Tibor Szinyi. (Tibor
Szényi returns te his place.)
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Examination of Andrds Ssalai

The President: Please lead in the aceused Andraz Srzalai.
Andras Szalai, did you understand the charges brought against you?

Szalgi : Yes, I did.

The President : Do you plead guilty?

Szalai : Yes, T plead guilty.

The President : Tell the court when and how Horthy’s police
made you an agent provecateur.

Szalat : 1 was connected with the Horthy police. Detective
Inspector Réti, the head of the political section of the Pécs police,
enrolled me in 1933, Since 1930 I had participated in a Trotskyist
Zionist movement, in which I received the sort of anti-working-class
education that helped Béti's attempt to enroll me. The way I was
enrolled was that in 19321 was drawn into an illegal Communist move-
ment. The movement fell into the handa of the police and I, too, was
arrested. During my arrest I behaved in a cowardly and treacherouns
way. | gave away the people above and under me in the organisation.
With my confession I contributed to the heavy sentenece of the people
above and under me who were already in custody. My case was
handled leniently, as befitted a traitor. T did not appear before the
court, only the juvenile court tried my case. During my interrogation
Detective Inspector Réti suggested that T should enter the service
of the police. I was willing to do this. Later, Réti gave me assign-
ments and I carried out these assignments. Thus in 1934 I had an
assignment from Réti to investigate who were the persons who had
been left out in the course of the arrest of the communist movement
that had been betrayed. I managed to get into the confidence of these
persons and told Réti about all those whom I knew. I informed him
of their meeting places and their work. Réti had these persons
watched and they realised that they were watched. The movement
was roined, they did not engage in further activities, and I must
admit that besides many other circumstances this, too, contributed
to the fact that in the years following, a strong underground move-
ment could not develop in Pées.

The President : What further assignments did you get?
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Szalai : In 1935 I operated in the engineerin
Sophiana, as a provecateur and police informer,

The President : What was your next assignment?

Szalai : Réti rewarded me for carrying out the assienments.
One of his return services was that through him 1 ‘“ﬂﬂﬂp,:tl Lo g;st
a passport on two occasions, which I used for private journeys.
In addition, he promised that he would help me to get into the
University if I would undertake to inform him of the communist
movement in the University. I was willing to carrv out this task
but I never had to do it, as my circumstances changed, T moved
from Pécs and for a while my connections with the political police
ceased.

The President : When did you renew your contacts?

Szalai : 1 mext renewed my commections with the political
police in 1942, again in connection with an arrest.

The FPresident : Speak of your activities from this time onwards,

Szalar : In 1942, a member of the underground Party called
upon me to take part in the work of a communist group. I took part
in this work, [ was willing to deo this at his instance, but there was
no chanece for me to join the work of the group becausc this group
fell into the hands of the police before I was drawn into it. 1, too, fell
into the hands of the police, where I again behaved as a traitor.
Te the police I disclosed my superiors, and to gain their goodwill
1 gave away even those other members of the group with whom
I had aetually no connections. To gain the goodwill of the police
towards myzelf, I told gendarme investigator Antal Juhidsz, who
conducted my examination, that communiste were operating in the
National Youth Committee of the Social Democratic Party. 1 named
the communist leaders who directed this work, Endre Sigvari,
Laszlé Orban and Eva Lakos. They were not able to arrest Sagvari
and Orbin because they were at thiz time already in hiding, but with
my confession I greatly contributed to the heavy sentener on Eva
Lakos, who had fallen into the hands of the police because of another
case. At police headquarters my behaviour was again treated indul-
gently, as befitted a traitor. They did not send me to prison along
with the others who had been arrested but separated my case and I was
sent to hospital. In the hospital T stayed in bed for four weeks and
was very well treated. After four weeks I was zent back to the
Andrassy Barracks so that my statements should be taken down.
When my deposition was taken down T said that the other memnbers
of the National Youth Movement, who had in the meantime been
arrested, were also communists. My statement again contributed to

g factory called
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their cases heing more severely judzed. My case was again handled
leniently as hefits a traitor and, as a reward for mv treachery, I was
set free until the trial. In the meantime I was called up for service
in a forced labour company. Captain Kiroly Rugonfalvi Kiss, my
commander in the company, knew of my treacherous behaviour and
called upon me to be an informer for him, too. I undertook this.
I gave him information on all those in our lahour company who had
heen members of the International Brigade as former fighters in Spain,
as well as those who did poor work. Kirely Rugonfalvi Kiss put
both the members of the International Brigade and those I named
on to heavier work as a punishment. Later, he rewarded my treachery
with a cash payment of a thousand pengiis.

The President : And what happened in Sitoraljatijhely?

Szalai : Tn spite of the fact that T had collaborated with the
Horthy police, my case was nevertheless taken to court, In order
to conceal my operations as azent provecateur, the court sentenced
me. After the verdict, Karoly Rugonfalvi Kiss did all in his power
to postpone the time when [ would have to begin my sentence.
However, he did not succeed and so [ came to the prizon in Sitoralja-
tijhely. In Sitoraljafijhely, a few days after my arrival, Lieutenant
Lindenbere, the commander of the prison, established contact
with me. He, too, had known of my treacherous behaviour with the
police and he sugeested that [ do similar work for him, holding out the
prospect to me that in that case a considerable part of my sentence
would be cancelled. T aceepted Tindenberg’s commizsion and even
in the first davs I reported to him what T could learn within a few
davs in the prison. I reported on the frame of mind of the prisoners,
and later on I continuously gave reports on the general atmosphere
in connection with events in the prison. Thus [ alko told him that
political literature had come, to the prison and was being circulated
among the prisoners. Going upon this information, Lindenberg ordered
a search and confiscated many books. Tn order to facilitate my
work as an informer, Lindenberg commissioned me to organise the
laundry of the prison as a result of which T had complete freedom
of movement throughout the whole prison. In January 1944,
I informed Lindenberg that the prisoners were planning to break out.
Lindenberg commissioned me to find out who were the organiser= of
the break-out. Tn March 1944, T told Lindenberg the names of the
leaders of the break-out.

The President : What kind of prisoners were organising the
break-out?

Szalai : Serbian anti-fascists and eommunists. The break-out
was first initiated by the Serbian prisoners.
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The President : They too were political prisoners, not common
criminals ?

Szalai : Yes. In the Sitoraljuijhely prison, there were political
prisoners only, some 400 of them. About half of these were Serbians.
Lindenberg took cognisance of my information and as a reward he
released me, suspending the rest of my sentence. I was set free on
March 11, 1944, and on March 21, the break-out took place, the date
of which I naturally could not tell Lindenberg, But the Ei-:'.‘t that I had
called Lindenbﬂrg’s attention to the fact that the prisoners were plan-
ning such a break-out made him alert, he took counter-measures and as
a result of the counter-measures the attempted break-out of the priso-
ners was suppressed. Not a single man could break away and eseape,
the break-out of the prisoners was drowned in blood. Fifty-four
were shot in the course of the break-out, ten more were court-martis
alled and executed after the break-out. This was my activity with
the Horthy police.

The President : Now tell us, when you reported that attempt to
break out, were you aware of the consequences it might have?

Szalai : I wasnot exactly aware of what the consequences might
be, as I did not even know the exact date, However, the fact that I
told Lindenberg the plan of the break-out and the namgs of its
lEﬂ.dETE., was at an}f rate "-’CJ,'Y ETE"E truasnn on m? pﬂf""

The President : What I mean is : were you aware that human
bives would be sacrificed.

Szalai : I was not exactly aware of that, but 1 knew that
Lindenberg would prevent the break-out. In what form this preven-
tion would take place, I, of course, could not know in advance.

The President : Who organised you as an agent of the Yugoslav
intelligence service? Speak about that now!

.%zalui : After the Liberation, I concealed my past treacherous
activities from the Party, so [ was admitted to the ranks of the
Party. I got an important job, I became an official at the National
Centre, 1 worked in the propaganda department. The Yugoslav
intelligence service organised me in the spring of 1946. The organi-
sation was carried out by Major Smiljanich, who was in the country
in the capacity of a member of the Yugoslav Military Mission.
Smiljanich carried out my reeruitment in his official premises, at
No. 14 Javor-utca.

There were three reasons which made my recruitment possible.
The first reason was that on aceount of my official work, I got in
touch with Major Smiljanich, the second reason was that 1 myself
sympathised with Tito’s Yugoslavia, and the third reason was that
Smiljanich and his company became acquainted with my treacherous
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activities in the Satoraljaijhely prison, and Smiljanich threatened
that he would inform both the Yugoslav and Hungarian authori-
ties about it if 1 did not fulfill all the wishes they put forward.

The Presiden: : Apart from Smiljanich, with which Yugoslav
official represcntatives in Hungary did you get in touch?

Szalai : Apart from Smiljanich, I only got in touch with Major
Brankov from among the Yugoslav official representatives.

The President : Now sp®ak about the nature of the espionage
tasks you were given by the persons you mentioned, Smiljanich
and Brankov? .

Szalai : 1 got the following task from Smiljanich: first to
collect actua-l news material, second to carry out palitical propa-
ganda activities, third to place the agents of Yugoslav intelligence
organs indicated by Smiljapich into different state and economice
positions.

The President : From whom did you receive these orders?

Szalai : 1 was given these tasks by Major Smiljanich. Smiljanich
was especially interested in Hungarian domestic political conditions.
He was greatly interested in the strength of the political parties,
the relationships of the political parties to each other. Major
Smiljanich was interested in the fulhllment of the Three Year Plan
and asked questions on how and in what way Hungarian industry
was developing. In August 1947, 1 handed over material to Smiljanich
about the preparations for the coming elections, and after the elee-
tions about the course of the elections. I also handed over material
to Smiljanich in the autumn of 1947 about the number of workers
in our industrial enterprizes and mining enterprises that had already
been nationalised. T was in contact with Smiljanich from the spring
of 1946 until the end of 1947. I informed him continually about
these, about the strength of the Party, about the resolutions of
the Party Organisation Committee. These were the materials I
handed over to Smiljanich from the spring of 1946 unfil the end
of 1047.

The President : How did you become acquainted with these
items?

Szalai : By making use of my official position.

The President ; Which official position?

Szalat : My work in the propaganda department of the Com-
munist Party Centre. That 12 how I obtained possession of the material
and delivered this material to Smiljanich. Smiljanich gave me a task
in the sphere of political propaganda work, toa. What was this
political propaganda work? Smiljanich told me that [ should use
my official position and organize lectures in the whole country to
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popularise Yugoslavia, partly delivering these lectures myself and
partly by directing the state propaganda organs to deliver similar
lectures. The aim of the lectures was not to popularise the heroic
fight of the peoples of Yugoslavia, but solely and exclusively — as
I was instructed by Smiljanich — to popularise the political con-
ditions in Tite’s Yugos-[nvia and the persons of the Tito leaders,
Smiljanich not only supplied me with precise material so that I
should be able to carry out this task, but gave me u political explana-
tion of what line the lectures should follow. The Danube federation
was the basic thought behind his political ideas. He expressly said
as far back as 1946 that the peoples’ democratic countries
must rely on Yugoslavia and not on the Soviet Union. He expressly
said that it was the task of the pcoples’ democratic countries 1o
strengthen Yugoslavia economically and to develop her economically.
And, inside the peoples’ democracies — as he openly said — the
foremost task of Hungary’s industry was not the reconstruction of
the country, but the owerfulfilment of the Yugoslav reparations
plan, as well as the duty of eerving as the basis of the Yugoslav
five year plan.

It became clear to me from Smiljanich’s pelitical explanations
that he closely observed those transitory difficulties which became
evident in the development of Hungarian democracy in 1946 and
1947. He used all these to prove to me that it was not worth while
building a country where such tramsitory difficulties existed. That
country had to be built where the people’s demoeracy was most
highly dn:veiﬂpnd, that is, Yugoslavia — as Smiljanich pointed out
to me — and that Hungarian industry should build Yugeslavia
waé not only in the interests of Hungary but, in Smiljanich’s view,
in the common interest of all the peoples” democracies.

Smiljanich also spoke a lot about relations with the Sovict
Union and set me the task of making the lecturcs serve to reorientate
the inhabitants of Hungary from their pro-Sovict to a pro-Yugoslav
feeling. Smiljanich did everything he could to put Yugoslavia in
the place of the Soviet Union before the masses of the Hungarian
people.

P The President : What other espionage assignments did you
receive?

Szalai : Smiljanich assigned me the task of putting up Anton
Rob, an agent of the Yugoslav secret serviee and the head of the
Federation of South Slavs, for election in 1947 in a place where
he would be absolutely certain to get into the Hungarian Parliament.
I told Smiljanich that I could only carry out this task il I held a
position in the Party where I had some say in the nomination of
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members. Smiljanich then gave me instructions to take the necessary
steps to be transferred from the propaganda department to the
cadres department. I accepted Smiljanich’s assignment. I became
a member of the cadre council which was responsible for the compi-
lation of the list of candidates in 1947, I used my pesition to nominate
Anton Bob for the list where his election seemed assured. Smiljanich
also gave me instructions as far as other persons were concerned.
So 1 had to place Jozsef Hegediis, who was a ¢ Etaiu in the police
force, in the Reparations Office. This Smiljanich considered espe-
cially important because in this way he could see the work of the
Reparations Office directly, through his organised agent and also
get direct information about the people who were mainly concerned
with Yugoslav reparations. |

The President : You also received special spying nssignments
from Brankov. What were tht‘}l'?

Szalai : Brankov, in December 1947, turned directly to me and
ave me the instroctions that I should transfer the same Jdzsef
]E'{Egcdus whom I had a few months before, on Smﬂ]anmha instruc-
tions, placed in the Reparations Office, to the Hungarian-Yugoslav
Society as a member of the lenders]:up of the society because the
Yugoslav intelligence were strongly interested in this. I carried
out this assignment.
The President : What other task did you get and what did
you carry out?

Szalai : T received other assignments which I carried out
through Anton Rob. I reported to Brankov first of all on the app-
roaching election of officials in the Hungarian-Yugoslay Society
and on the persons whom I knew had been nominated as officials
in the Hungarian-Yugoslav Society.

The President : On what else did you report?

Szalai : Anton Rob considered it very important that I should
pick out very carefully those who would be elected to the executive
committee of the Hungannn-Yugns]nv Society, for as Anton Rob
explained to me, in Brankov’s opinion the Hungarian-Yugoslav
Society had to be developed to make it stronger and more influential
than the Hungarian-Soviet Cultural Society.

The President : Enough of this. What espionage assignment
did you fulfill?

Szalai : 1 carried out espionage assignments at Brankov’s
request and through Anton Rob. T reported on the nationalisations
which occurred in the spring of 1948.

The President : How did you get hold of these data?
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Szalai : [ took advantage of my uﬂ'_i::ial position to inform
Brankov and his associates through Anton Hob of the seeret resoly-
tion of the Council of Ministers, After the nationalisation | gave
detailed reporis on the process of the nationalisation and about these
persons who had been appointed to leading posts in the industrial
directories and centres, | alzo received other instructions from Brankov
which I carried out through Anton Rob. This task was to sound what
was the plan which the Party was actually considering in connection
with the resolution of the Information Bureau — at the time pre-
ceding the resolution. I was at a confidential meeting where we were
informed of the draft of the coming resolution of the Information
Burcau. | admit that I made this material available to Brankov
through Anton Rob. After the resolution of the Information Bureau
Anton Rob, as is known, escaped from the country. After his escape
the most important work of the Yugoslav intelligence was the
meeting for the election of officers in the Federation of South
Slavs, because, as a result of Anton RHob's escape, the office of
General Secretary in the Federation of South Slavs became wvacant,
Sebljanich was extraordinarily interested in knowing what were the
plans following Anton Rob's escape, who, as Sebljanich told me,
had on Brankov’s directions used the whole Yugoslav intelligence
organisation to send the agents of the intelligence organisations
to parts of the country with a South Slav population, in order to
turn the South Slav population against the Hungarian government
by delivering lectures in secret and holding secret meetings. Their
plan did not materialise, although they mobilised all their intelli-
gence agents known to me, including Grunfich, Ognjenovich, Kara-
gich, Maria Yidakovich. The majority of the South Slav population
agreed with the resolution of the Infurmation Bureau. I told Sebl-
janich that the South Slavs who agreed with the resolution of the
Information Bureau wanted to propose Milos Moich for the post
of General Secretary, On hearing this name, Scbljanich became
exl:n:m:])r excited and told me to wait with this. He would discuss
this question with the Legation, with Brankov. He left and after
a short while he reported again. He told me that he had discussed
the question of Milo§ Moich’s candidature with Brankov. Brankew
had told bhim that the Legation in Budapest considered Milod Moich
an enemy of Tito and that Milos Moich would risk his life if he
accepted the nomination of the South Slavs who agreed with the
resolution of the Information Bureau. Two days after this conver-
sation, Milo3 Moich was murdered in his flat. It was obvious to me
that only the Yugoslav Legation in Budapest could have com-
mitted the murder.
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The President : What information did you convey to Sebl-
janich?

Szalai : 1 handed over to Sebljanich a list of addresses. They
needed the addresses because — as Sebljanich told me —
after they had failed to instigate the South Slavs to take a stand
against the Hungarian Government, the Yugoslav Legation wanted
to apply new means in order to create dissatisfaction with the
Hungarian government among a part of the Hungarian people.
This means was the postal distribution of news matenal, propaganda
material and printed matter all of which came across the frontier
from Yugoslavia illegally.

The President : What other material did you convey to him?

Szalai : Character sketches of two minor employees whom
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs wanted to send to the Legation in
Belgrade. Sebljanich feared that the Hungarian authorities might
expose him and without giving me notice he left the country over-
night. For a few weeks [ was left without a contact, and then
came Drankov's ostensible change of sides which he disclosed
to me, and {rom that time on, it was Brankov in person who main-
tained contact...

The Presideni : Tell us mow of your common activity after
Brankov’s change of sides.

Szalai : | supplied news material for Brankov concerning the

rovisions taken by our state defence orgams to strengthen the
Euntier and to make it impossible to put Yugoslav agents across
the frontier. In January 1949, 1 informed him in what way the
cleansing was being carried out in the Hungarian Working People’s
Party, In April 1949, T also informed Brankov of certain changes
taking place in the organization of the army, of the introduction
of the institution of political officers, and of the creation of a political
department. [n May 1949, immediatcly preceding our arrest, I
informed Brankov of the preparations for the coming elections.
Brankov advised me to establish contact with Jézsef Rex who
was working in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and who was also
an orgapised agent of the Yugoslav secret service. Through this
channel, Brankov had obtained material which revealed to him the
structural organisation of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, giving
insight into certain diplomatic steps which the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs was planning toundertake at the Legation in Belgrade. On
one occasion Brankov gave instructions to me that I should, through
my official position, supply him through the Press Department of
the Prime Minister’s Office with the daily papers, the Borba and
other daily papers from Yugoslavia.
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Brankov pressed me to use my official position to enable him
to establish contact with the Hungarian authorities along the
frontier so as to build up a dircet comtact with Yugoslavia. He
advised me to explain this plan of his to the Hungarian authorities
as though he needed it to send anti-Tito pamphlets to Yugoslavia.
I called on the department concerned in the Ministry of Home A fFajrs
which was concerned, and raised this question there. The reply of the
Ministry of Home Affairs was that Hungarian authorities did not
engage in putting illegal material across the frontier. [ conveyed
to Brankov this reply of the Ministry of Home Affairs. Brankov
was most dissatisfied that I was unable to carry out this task.

The President : What do you know of Tibor Szényi’s harmful
cadres policy which in essence was similar to the cadres policy
pursued by you?

Szalat : Tibor Szonyi also placm] members of his group into
various posts of the state and economic life through me, It was
for instance through me that, after the nationalisations, Gydrgy
Demeter was appointed manager of the Danuvia works. [ know
that in December 1948, on two occasions, Tibor Szinyi received
information from the Danuvia concerning the problems of the plant
and that this information included also how far the plant could
be utilised for war work. It was evident that no such material,
no such information, was needed to do cadres work. Not only Demeter
was placed in understanding with Szényi, but also Ivin Féldi whom
we placed in the MASZOVOL (Hungarian-Soviet Oil Company),
where he did wrecking work and, knowing of his wrecking work, we
put him to another job in a communications plant. Together we
placed Laszlé Forgics who had come back from Chile. After the
exposure of the MAORT sabotage, he came to work there, becoming
technical head of that huge plant. Although we were informed of
Forgdes's wrecking work at the MAORT, yet we decided that
Laszls Forgacs should stay on with the MAORT, It was also upon
Szényi’s instroctions thatI had the German Trotskyite Kuncz, who
returned from Sweden, assigned as head of the commercial delegation
in Cermany. The German Socialist Unity Party opposed the assign-
ment to Germany of this notorious Trotskyite. %:heruugnun, according
to an agreement with Szényi, Kuncz was sent to Poland as com-
mercial attaché.

The President : That is to say, you and Szdnyi Purgucd a cadres
policy which actually had ecommon aims,

Szaloi ; Yes.

The President: What was the common aim and common
character of your cadres policy?
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Szalai : The common character of our cadres policy implied
that both of us placed wreckers in various posts in the economic
and state life.

The President: You endeavoured to place elements
detrimental to the Hungarian people’s democratic order into leading
posts in the state and economic life. Do the People’s Judges have
any questions? (Nene) Does the People’s Prosecutor have any?

The People’s Prosecutor : 1 have some questions. When you
were in the Satoraljahiijhely prison, there you knew well that the
break-out, if exposed, would have consequences., What did you
think? What consequences could a break-out have if the anti-
fascists who took to arms should fall into the hands of fascists?

Szalai : } did not presume that the break-out would be sup-
pressed by arms but rather that they would take prison measures
and prevent it.

The People’s Prosecutor : But you knew very well that in order
1o destroy them they would no doubt let them break out. In 1944
there were such phenomena.

Szalai : I did not think this over in this way, | was certain that
by the application of prison measures the break-out could be prevented.

The People’s Prosecutor ; This so-called break-out, this rising,
had 64 victims, fifty-four who were shot and ten who were sent to
the gallows. All this was an unlawful execution of those who took part
in the rising of anti-fascists. Did you not take this into account?

Szalat : I did not take this into account.

The People’s Prosecutor : On the oceasion of your discharge
from forced labour you received a certain sum.

Szalai : Yes.

The People’s Prosecutor : How much was it?

Szalai : 1 received one thousand pengis.

The People’s Prosecutor : This is the only sum of this kind
that men of the forced labour service received from the heads of
the forced labour service. During my whole activity as a Prosecutor,
this is the first case of which I have heard, Did the others in your
company receive such amounts?

Szalai : I don’t know of it,

The People’s Prosecutor ; This waz a kind of blood money.

Szalai : One cannot talk of blood money as no blood was
attached to it, but it is evident that I received that thousand
pengds as a réward for my treacherous attitude,

The People’s Prosecutor : It was a prize for treason. In the
Hungarian Communist Party you co-operated with persons whom
you denounced. Tell us, how could you deceive these people?
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Szalei : I concealed from them my treacherous attitude,

The People’s Prosecutor : Was the mere concealment enough
for that?

Szalai : I did good work in order to win their confidence.

The People’s Prosecutor : It was good work ... Was this not
rather hypocrisy?

Szalai : It was hﬁoeﬁﬁ}r. Good work ...

The People’s Prosecutor : Deceit.

Szalai ; It was deceit.

The People’s Prosecutor : Treason.

Szalai : Tt was treason.

The People’s Prosecutor : So this was your activity. [ have no
more gquestions.

The President : Does the Defence have any questions? ( None).
Return to your seat, Andris Szalai.
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Examination of Milan Ognjenovich

The President has Milan Ognjenovich brought in.

The President : Did you understand the charge?

Ognjenovich : Yes, T understood it,

The President : Do yon plead guilty?

Ognjenovich : 1 admit that T am guilty.

The President : Tell us when and by whom you were organized
to become an agent of the Yugoslav intelligence service?

Ognjenovich : At the beginning of May, 1948, by Josip BlaZich,
head of the Yugua‘]av Consulate, who was actually a Yugoslav
intelligence agent in Hungary and who, under the cover of diplomacy,
carried on work against the Hungarian Government, in Hungary.
He called me to the Yugoslav Legation and there he enrolled me
inte the organisation of the Yugeslav intelligence.

The President : Apart from Blaiich, with whom else of the
official Yugoslav representatives in Hungary did you have con-
nections ?

Ognjenovich : With Blafich, then with Brankov, threugh
Brankov with the Yugoslav Minister Mrazovich, then, when BlaZich
was expelled from Hungary, Dusan Develich arrived and T was in
contact with him.

The President : What spying or other wrecking tasks “were
assigned to you by these official Yugoslav persons ?

Ognjenovich : After my organisation I got the task from BlaZich
of using my job as secretary of the South Slavs to organise a large-scale
network of espionage in the South Slav territories for the Yugoslav
intelligence service. BlaZich appointed Metia Kovalich, the
teacher at Bajaszentistvin, them Milo8 Rockov, the teacher at
Bécsalmés, Jovan Grundich, the teacher at the village of Olasz, then
Misa Makusich, a kulak from Alsdszentmirton and Milan Suput in
Mohacs. After that I got orders from BlaZich to spread the anti-
government illegal press material which arrived from Yugoslavia
-and to colleet material about the sitwation in Hungary. When
BlaZich was expelled from the territory of Hungary, Dufan Devefich
arrived. Dusan Develich demanded that I should carry out wrecking
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activities against the Hungarian Government, that I should travel
to Pécs and there win the greatest possible number of the members
of the leadership and oflicials of the Hungarian Working People's
Party for Tite’s policy. I had to carry out this work especially in
the Pécs mining district.

The Presr:&?r:m ; Did you not get the tazk of Epreuding Yugo-
slav chauvinist literature?

ﬂgrljem!trich : Yes. At the same time I got instructions
from Develich that I should distribute the Hungarian anti-govern-
ment press material in Baranya, near Pées, especially in the South
Slav villages near the frontier, and develnp pro-Tito prnpaganda
as well. This press material 1 had to receive from Develich before
my departure on the mext day, at the Yugoslav Legation.

The President : You reported to Blafich that the Hungarian
authoritics summoned yvou. Do you remember something about this?

Ognjenovich : On June 11, 1948, the Hungarian authorities
arrested me together with several South Slav lcaders in connection
with the Doarov murder, the Moich affair. After arrest and
seven days in custody they set me free, but I was not allowed to
leave Budapest without permission. When I again enteredinto contact
with BlaZich, I of course told him of this. But BlaZich, nevertheless,
asked me to go to the South Slav villages and illegally distribute the
anti-governmenl press materials there which had arrived from Yuguﬁ-
lavia, and to collect material about the political and economie
situation in Hungary. I could not carry thiz out then becanse I
was afraid and I did not want to be arrested again.

The President : After that you got a directive that the leader-
ship of the Federation of South Slavs should be called together.
Do you remember something like that?

Ognjenovich ; That happened after the resolution of the Infor.
mation Bureau had appeared. After the resolution had appeared,
I did not know what to do because the Hungarian authorities sum-
moned me the next day in order to make a statement in connection
with the resolution of the Information Bureau. 1 then went to the
Yugoslav Legation and asked for further instructions from BlaZich.

The President : And did you tell that to Blafich? You also
told him, did you not, that you had to call together the leadership
of the Federation of South Slavs?

Ognjenovich : Yes.

The President : And you reported that also to the Yugoslav
Legation in advance.

Ognjenovich : T went to the Yugoslav Legation to look for
BlaZich. I didn’t find BlaZich. Then Brankov, the first counsellor
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of the Yugoslav Legation, received me there and T told him about
the purpose of my visit and that I had been summoned by the Hun-
garian authorities for the nmext day to make a statement in con-
nection with the resolution of the Information Bureav. Brankov
gave me the instructions then that I should tell the Hungarian
authorities that the Federation of South Slavs did not want, in its
capacity as a cultural union, to take part in any ideological dis-
cussions and that therefore it would adopta ncutral standpoint on
this question. It would not take up a position against Tito's policy, but
it would not take up a position on the side of the resolution of the
Information Bureau, either, Ohviously this was nnl}f 4 manoeuvre
of Brankov’s, for Brankov gave me definite instructions that the
Federation of South Slavs ehould support Tito’s palicy in Hungary.
He even added that from today I should inform them every day
about what efforts the Federation of South Slavs were prepared to
make further to popularise and strengthen Tito’s policy in Hungary.
Brankov also gave me instructions to inform him of everything,
what efforts the Humgarian authorities were making to win
the Federation of South Slavs and its members for the resolution
of the Information Bureau and against Tito’s policy. The next day
I acted according to Brankov's instructions.

The President : Now, wait a little. Brankov even dictated a
resolution to you, did he not?

Ognjenovich : 1 beg your pardon?

The President : Brankov even dictated a resolution to you
about what kind of resolution they should accept.

Ogrjenovich : Yes, but that was on the following day when
I and the Hungarian...

The President : Well, speak about that now, about the reso-
lution which Brankov dictated to you then.

Ognjenovich : When I informed the Hungarian authorities
about the neutral attitude of the Federation of South Slavs, they
asked me to call a meeting of the leadership of the Federation of
South Slavs finally to reach a decision on the resolution of the
Information Bureau. I immediately went to the Yugoslav Legation
to report to Brankov on this, Mrazovich, the Yugoslav Minister
in Budapest,and Blafich were there together with Brankov. They
praised me highly for my behaviour towards the Hungarian authori-
ties and when [ told them that we would call together the leadership of
the Federation of South Slavs in two days’ time, I was told jointly by
Brankov and Mrazovich that we ghould, under no circumstances,
permit the Hungarian authorities to participate in the meeting,
and if they did put in an appearance, they would have to be turned
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away from the meeting. Then Brankov dictated to me the resolution
which T had to get accepted at all costs. Roughly, the resolution
stated that, as we were a caltural organisation, we would not get
mixed up in the ideological argument, and as such would not con-
demn Tite's policy but would adopt a neutral attitude.

The President : Did Brankov mot include something else in
this proposed resolution which he dictated? Was there no mention
of Anton Hob?

Ugnjenovich : Yes, there was. Brankov also dictated in this
proposed resolution that we should reclaim the parliamentary man-
date of Anton Rob who had illegally fled from Hungary to Yugoslavia.

Mrazovich then invited me to lunch. Mrazevich, Brankowv
and, to my surprise, Rob, who had been hiding in the Yugoslav
legation for three days, were present at the lunch. I heard Brankov
say that he had to be passed across the frontier that evening and
1 heard later that they did get him across the Yugoslav frontier.

The President : Well, and now say something about what
provocative actions and missions you carried out again on Laszar
Brankov's instructions in the Democratic Federation of the South
Slavs of Hungary?

Ognjencvich : Brankov instructed me to manage the meeting
. in such a way and to organise it so that the Hungarian authorities

“ecould not take part, and il they should nevertheless participate,
they would have to be turned out.

The President : You have already told us about that. Anything
else?

Ognjenovich : 1 organised this meeting. When the Hungarian
authorities arrived for the meeting I was not able to turn them
away. The chairman welcomed theim and they were present at
the meeting during the course of the morning. We adjourned the
meeting with the intention of continuing in the afterncon and of
passing a resolution then I went to the Yugoslav Legation at noon
to tell Brankov about this. As T started to tell Brankov about the
happenings, Mrazovich rushed in and together with Brankev they
went for me, I promised them that we would pass the resolution
in the afternoon and would expel the Hungarian authorities.

When the meeting ul'len,i:ﬂ in the afternoon the person dele-
gal‘.ed by the Ilungarinh authorities put in an appearance. We
expe]]ed him from the meeting and accepted the resolution which
Brankov had dictated to me at the Yugoslav Legation.

The President : When, and what surt of financial benefits,
money or monetary return did you receive from members of the
Yugoslav Legation for your activities?
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Ognjenovich : On several occasionsI received cash in return
for my work from the Yugoslav intelligence, especially when I was
unemployed. At the end of August, 1 got 800 forints, at the end of
September, 300, at the beginning of October and the end of October
300 forints each time. These last three sums I drew from the cashier
of the Yugoslav Legation against a receipt.

The President : Do the People’s Judges have any questions?
Does the People’s Prosecutor have any?

The People’s Prosecutor : 1 have no guestions.

The President : Has the Counsel for Defence any questions?
( None.) Sit down,
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Examination of Béla Horondy

The President : Béla Korondy, stand here. Did you understand
the charges brought against you?

Korondy : Yes, I did.

The President : Do you plead guilty?

Korondy : Yes, I do.

The President : Tell us in what rank, in what capacity and
for how long yous served in the gendarmerie during the Horthy
regime?

Korondy : I joined the gendarmerie in 1939 as a licutenant,
after I had completed the Ludovica Academy and the gendarmerie
course, Until 1942 T was stationed at various places in the provinces
and from 1942 on I served as an adjutant to the deputy head of
the State Defence Centre in Budapest. During this time at the gend-
armerie a strong chauvinist political ideology developed in me and
I got used to fulfilling the commands of my superiors without
thinking.

The President : After the Liberation you got into the f{rontier
guard, didn’t you?

Korondy : Yes.

The President : You were given a certain assignment in the
frontier guard. Speak about this activity of yours. To what extent
do you consider it criminal and subversive?

Korondy : In ﬁuguat,1945, I was first put into the military
political department where I saw that there were chauvinist and
anti-democratic officers of conceptions similar to mine in
key positions, moreover the head of the department, Gydrgy Palify,
then Colonel, later Major-General, was also of bourgeois origin, a
former stafl officer of the old Hn-rth}r army, who trained his sub-
ordinates in an anti-democratic spirit, turning towards the imperialist
countries. Here I first became the head of the second section and
here on Palffy’s instructions I became active in clearing the officers
of the Horthy army who had returned from the West. We started
proceedings only against those officers whose guilt was generally
known, we cleared the rest and these were later placed into various
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appointments in the army by Gyorgy Palffy. Later, in the spring
of 1946,1 was put to the headquarters of the frontier guard, where
as the head of department Ib. I followed a similar policy and I
recommended for the frontier guard, which then constituted the
main part of the army, old Horthy army officers, former staff
officers, ex-gendarme officers, who were actually appointed by
Pilffy to the fronticr guard, so that most of the higher ranks of
the frontier guard, from battalion commanders to company com-
manders became filled with our chanvinist-minded officers. In the
spring of 1946, when there was a general dismissal of staff, [ received
instructions from Gyorgy Pilffy to compile a list of those officers
who would have been put on the dismissal list but who were our
men and whom we did not want to put on the list. I compiled this
list and they were then exempted from the dismissal list by Palffy
and were allowed to remain in the army.

The general lines of my and Pilffy's activities in the military
political department and at the headquarters of the frontier police
were to save the largest possible number of Horthy army officers
from being brought to account, and to place them in various posi-
tions in the democratic army. Our intention was to use them, if
it was to come to that, against the democratic regime. With my
attitude and activities 1 was able to win Palffy’s confidence, and so
in November, 1946, when Rajk from the Ministry of Home Affairs
asked for an officer to organise the armed units of the police, he
recommended me,

The President : So this is how you were transferred to the
Ministry of Home Affairs,

Korondy : Yes.

The President : Tell me about how you continued in the Ministry
of Home Affairs the activities you had already started within the
Ministry of Defence?

Korondy : In November,1946,1 was transferred to the Ministry
of Home Affairs. [ found a similar situation there as in the frontier
police and the military political department. The leading positions
were held by former officers of the gendarmerie and the police who
had spread an entirely anti-democratic Anglo-Saxon spirit and
I saw that Rajk did the same within the police as Palffy did within
the army, that is, he was shaping an armed force which could be
used at any time, for armed intervention against the democratic
system. Rajk appointed me to the leadership of the armed police
forces sub-department, my task was to organise formations
of the armed police force. He gave me instructions to place
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former officers of the police, the army and the gendarmerie in
these formations and to spread, with their help, such a spirit
as we needed in thesg formations, that is, anti-democratic and
chauvinist. On Rajk’s instructions we drew agitators of the
NEK0Sz college into this work and connccted them in the elosest
way with our various battalions.

In the spring of 1947 I was instructed by Rajk to organise
a special, motorised, highly mobile battalion. I did organise the
battalion, it was formed. This battalion got its training cadre, its
officers and warrant officers from Palffy, from the frontier guard. These
were all officers and warrant officers of the old Horthy army with
whose help we succeeded in instilling a chauvinist and anti-democratic
spirit in the battalion and more than that, we increased the personal
cult of Rajk as far as possible in order that the members of the
police should consider him as their national leader whatever hap-
pened. This battalion represented a serious armed force which, at
that time, with its heavy arms and motorised units, was ahle inde-
pendently to solve any mihitary task in Hungary.

It was this bartalion which Rajk could count on in the first
place in the event of a putsch. To build up this anti-democratic spirit
we cven published text-books for the police, copying the text-
books of the old gendarmeric and police and at the beginning of
1948, eompiling the material of the basic examination which was
compulsory for all police officers from the text-books, =0 that the
new police officers could not pass the examination and could be
removed from the police force. Through our activities we snceeeded
in making the training units of the police into an important armed
force and because of their convictions they counld at any time be
utilised against the democracy and the democratic regime.

The President : When and who brought you into the conspiracy
against the Hungarian Government, against the Hungarian state
order?

Korondy : In March 1948, 1T had worked in the Ministry of
Home Affairs for one and a half years. Laszlé Rajk summoned me
on one occasion to report to him, He asked for information on the
strength of the armed police units, where they were stationed, the
stage of their training and aptitude for education. When I had
concluded my report he asked me emphatically, so that one could
feel that this was important, whether I was willing to fulfil his per-
sonal orders and commands. When I replied in the affirmative, he
informed me that he was preparing an armed putsch against the
democratic government and his intention was for me to organise
a special detachment, with whose help I could arrest the members
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of the Government, in the first place, Ministers Rdkosi, Farkas and
Ger. Beecanse of our earlier collaboration, Rajk’s statement did not
particularly surprise me and I answered hip that I was willing to
do this. Rajk did not give me details on this occasion. The conver-
sation was quite a short one and he told me that if it were to come
to this move I would receive instructions from him in good time.

The President : What do you know about the aims of this

conspiracy, the conspiracy about which, according to your state-
ment, you heard from Rajk on that occasion? '

Korondy : I knew about the aim of the conspiracy, thatits plan
and aim was to remove the Government through an armed putsch,
to arrest the Ministers Rakosi, Farkas and Gerd, physically to
eliminate them should they resist, and to seize power; once in
possession of power to restore the old bourgeois capitalist system,
to return the estates to the old landowners, the }ﬂl;:ll]l'iﬂﬁ to the
factory owners, the banks to the bankers, to reinstall the officers
and warrant officers of the gendarmerie, the police and the Horthy
army, and to intimidate with acts of terrorism the workers who were
certain te express their dissatisflaction, especially in the overwhel-
mingly working-class districts — Diésgyér, Salgétarjén and Ozd.

The President : Who was the leader of this conspiracy at
home and abreoad? Palffy?

Korondy : Yes, in the main. I was brought into the conspiracy
by Rajk and Palify, I received my instructions from them,

The President : Yes. Gybrgy Palffy, step forward (the accused
steps to the microphone ). Did you hear what Béla Korondy has said,
about what was the aim of the conspiracy of which vou too were
one of the leaders?

Pilffy : Yes, 1 heard.

The President : Is this the truth?

Paélffy : Yes, it is the truth.

The President ; So you tov were aware of this?

Pilffy : Yes, I was quite aware that such a course,once taken,
doez not stop half-way, especially as I knew that in the gemeral
situation after the Second %Jnrld War there were no lukewarm,
middle ways — either, or — and such a change in Hungarian political
life, having a bourgois democratic aim, whether we wanted it or not
would lead us right back to Horthy fascism. And I was also aware
that such a return to Horthy fascism would not only mean political
and economic changesin relation to the given situation, primarily
against the working class, but also a brutal police suppression
characteristic of fascism against the workers. [ was aware of that.
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The President : Return to your seat. (to Korondy). In answer
te my question about who was the leader of the conspiracy at home,
you mentioned first of all Palffy.

Korondy : I was first drawn into the conspiracy by Laszlé
Rajk, then later on Gydrgy Pilffy also contacted me.

The President : Who was the foreign directing brain and insti-
gator? Do you know something about that?

Korondy: In April, 1949, Pilffy told me that the Titoite leaders
in Yugoslavia also knew about the plan for a conspiracy, that they
promised armed assistance in case of a putsch and thiz would cer-
tainly guarantee our suceess. Anyway, I had personal experiences
that Laszlé Rajk was in touch with the Titoite leaders in Yugoslavia,
because in 1947, when we went to Kelebia after Tito had been in
Budapest, and boarded the special Yugoslav train together with
Rajk, Rajk asked the Yugoslav Lieutenant-Colonel who was in charge
of security to lead him to Rankovich. This in fact happened. Rajk
was absent for a considerable time and then came back. The next
day, during the hunt,I myself saw that Rajk spoke to Minister
Djilas for about 20-30 minutes. This confirmed to me what Gybrgy
Pilffy had said.

The President : Yes. What duties were personally assigned to
you as a participant in this conspiracy?

Korondy : From Rajk 1 received the assignment, which was
his plan, that 1 should organise a special detachment of former
gendarmes, police and army officers with whose help the members
of the Government, in the first place Ministers Riko:zi, Gerd and
Farkas, wonld be arrested. Gyorgy Pilffy supplemented these instrue-
tions in April, 1949, by saying that, in addition to the duties assigned
to me by Rajk, it would be my task to take over the command of
the armed police forces and to occupy the more important objec-
tives in Budapest, the Hungarian Working People’s Party Centre,
the post office, telegraph office, the radio, railway stations, and the
ministries with this special armed police force. And Palffy specially
emphasised that if our own forces, that is the armed police force,
were not sufficient to carry out this task, a special army detachment
kept in reserve by him would be at my disposal. In connection with
this, at this discussion Pilffy also talked to me about the execution
of the arrest of the members of the Government. He told me that it
would be a good thing to establish their whereabouts by watching
their movements beforehand, and then we would place them under
arrest, during the night, at one time, simultaneously.

The President : Did this refer to all members of the Govern-
ment ?
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Korondy : Yes, but it was especially stressed in our conver-
sation that should Ministers Rikosi, Farkas and Gerd try to offer
resistance, then arms should be used.

The President : When did you last speak to Rajk?

Korondy:1 last spoke to Rajk in October 1948, in the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs. On this occasion Rajk told me that it was impor-
tant that I should retain my post in the police force because his
plans in connection with the conspiracy had not changed and I was
needed at the Pnlice to carry them out,

The President : What was your plan, and how did you intend
to carry this out, in pl:rf'u:rming acts of terrorism again stthe Government,
that is, against some of its members?

Korondy : T wanted to organise a detachment of my old acquain-
tances, officers of the gendarmerie, police and army. I wanted to
keep a watch on the movements of the members of the Government,
and then at night, at one time, simultaneously to carry out their
arrest. Should Ministers Rikosi, Geré and Farkas resist, then they
would he physically annihilated.

The President : And the other members of the Government,
" should they resist?

Korondy : It is certain that it would have come to the use of
arms if they had resisted.

The President : Then w‘h}' was it necessary to put the stress
on Ministers Hikosi, Gerd and Farkas?

Korondy : Because they were the people who had definitely
te be removed so that our armed uprising should succeed.

The President : But you say that you also wanted to arrest
the others !

Korondy : Yes.

The President : Well, if you wanted to arrest all the members
of the Government and in case of resistance you also intended to
use arms against all of them — if this would have been the case,
then there would have been no need to put special emphasis on the
persons of Ministers Rikosi, Gerd and Farkas as persons who were
to be physically annihilated. This is contradictory to your defence.

Korondy : Actually, the persons of Rakosi, Farkas and
Ger6 were specially emphasised because, in their case, arms
would have had to be used in case of the slightest resistance, while
the other members of the Government had only to be arrested.
These were my instructions.

The President : Have the People’s Judges any questions to
put? (None.) Has the People’s Prosecutor any questions to put?
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The People’s Prosecutor : I have a question. You have just said
that vour orders from Palffy, that is from Rajk, were to use arms
immediately the slightes tresistance was evident, Now tell us exactly
what that “slightest resistance is?

Korondy : Well, if he says for instance that he is not willing to
follow immediately those who are arresting him.

The People’s Prosecutor : That is to say, a wverbal refusal
would have meant that?

Korondy : Yes,

The People's Prosecutor : In fact this was therefore a disguise
for the immediate aim of the command, physical liquidation?

Korondy : Yes. Physical liquidation was the aim of the
command.

The People’s Prosecutor : Did you leave the Ludovica Academy
in 19397

Korondy : Yes, in 1939,

The People’s Prosecutor : Now it is 1949, If you had remained
in the gendarmerie, you would obviously not be a colonel today?

Korondy : No, T would be a major.

The People’s Prosecutor : So this system gave you a great deal.
Why did you,despite this,want to raize your hand against the most
prominent among the leaders of the regime, the most important
among them?

Korondy : As 1 said in my statement, a strong chauvinist
political eonviction developed in me through my being in the gend-
armerie and through my education, to which my action of taking
part in the conspiracy absolutely conformed.

The Peaple’s Prosecutor : Yes. In fact you would have repaid
the advantage which this regime hestowed on you, with this. T have
no further question,

The President : Has the Defence any questions to put?

Counsel for Defence Ferenc Aldcs : Perhaps in the course of the
presentation of the proof.

The President : Korondy, sit down. Bring in Pal Justus,

-

187 e



Eramination of Pal Justus

The President : Pal Justus! Did you understand the charges?

Justus : T understood the charges.

The President : Do you admit your guilt?

Justus : T admit my guilt and I sincerely regret what I have
dome.

. The President : First say something about when and under what
circumstances Péter Hain made you into a Horthy police informer?
© Justus : The events leaﬂjng up to this were the fullmﬁng.

I already professed to Trotskvist convietions in 1930-31, the essence
of which was my struggle against the Soviet Union and the Communist
Party. I not only spread these views through lectures and personal
agitation, but formed a Trotskyist organisation called *Qpposition™
in 1930, This urEanisnﬁﬂn saw its main activity in the struggle
against the illegal communist movement. In order that the members
of this organisation could comtinue this struggle more effectively,
1 and the others under my influence slandered the Soviet Union and
tried to shake the confidence of the revolutionary workers in the
Soviet Union and the communists. As a result of the fact that the
activities of the organisation were exclusively directed against the
illegal Communist Party, the Horthy police not only tolerated this
movement, but even supported it with benevolence, and while they
allowed me and my colleagues to work with a seemingly most radical
phraseology, at the same time they most brutally persecuted the
Communist Party. Looking at all this today, I see clearly that it
means that T was, in fact, an ally and a tool of the Horthy police
before I was actually organised. The organisation itzelf happened
in this way: I was arrested for the second time by the political
police in August, 1932, at a flat in Nagymez{ street where in the
main intellectuals, petty bourgeois elements, came together. I myself
was present at this :Inm:l.ing which was raided by the police under Péter
Hain’s personal leadership. Hain, who had examined me when T was
first arrested months before, recognised me immediately although
that first examination had been very brief. After all the others were
released after examination, I was specially summoned to Péter Hain
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in his study, and there he told me that although it was possible for
him to have me seriously punished and otherwise threatened me,
despite this, he would not do this if I were willing to supply regular
reports to the police, This . .. (he thinks for a moment) this suggess
tion I accepted partly under the influence of the threat, and partly
because — as I say, I see it clearly today — my previous activities
had, in fact, made me an ally of the Horthy political police. Then
Hain had me sign a short written statement which said that [ pledged
myself to inform the police of all acts against the state which came
to my knowledge. ;

The President : Say something about whom vou betrayed,
which members of the underground revolutionary movement you
denounced to the political police, once you were organised in
thiz way.

Justus (afier hesitating for a while): 1 was abroad from the
end of 1932 to 1936. I returned in the summer of 1936 and I
received instructions from the political police that I should first of
all make a report about the work of communists and communist
sympathisers, especially about those who were working, using the
legal status of the Social Democratic Party and the various workers’
cultural organisations. In my reports I mentioned by name the
communists or communist sympathisers working in the fifth and
sixth district social democratic movement,

The President : And alter that?

Justus : When Péter Hain summoned me for the first time
in 1932 to make a report to him, I told him that, as [ had lost my
job in Budapest, it was my plan to move to Paris and to work there
as a journalist.

The President : Let us leave for now your Paris trip. Tell us
sj'stﬂmaticaﬂy about your denouncements in Hungary, as you started
to do before.

Justus ; I returned home in 1936, as I said, from abroad, and
my first assignment was to get acquainted, after my long absence
abroad, with the Hungarian pelitical situation and the situation of
the working-class movement, and first to report on the work of the
workers' cultural organisations, that iz about the communist: and
sympathisers working there. At another time — that happened in
the spring of 1937 — Péter Hain told me to report about the socialist
movement of which T was one of the leaders, So I had to report
which of the members of this movement were living in Hungary,
who was working in the Social Democratic Party abroad, and who
was active. I had to report on the work of the Szalmis choir in the
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summer of 1937, whether communists were playing a role there
(thinks for some time). In 1938 I had to hand in my report not to
Péter Hain but to another police officer whose name I do not know.
1 did not know him. He first of all asked for and received from me
a report about conditions in the fifth district organisation of the
Social Democratic Party, again mostly about the influence of the
communists there. I again had to report to the political police in
1938 about those lectures and discussion circles which I, as a lec-
turer of the Social Democratic Party, gave at that time. I reported
on the same guestion om one more occasion, and emphasised that
these lectures and discussion eireles either openly or covertly con-
tained propaganda against the Soviet Union and the communists.
In 1941 I was no longer active in the fifth district but in the sixth
district organisation of the Social Democratic Party, and the first
time, about the youth there. ..
The President (interrupting): In 19417 Were you not there
already in 19407
Justus : T did not furnish the police with reports in 1940
because I spent the greater part of the year in military service.
I made the first report about the sixth district organisation of the
Social Democratic Party in 1941 and as | remember in connection
with this, the social democratic leadership there wanted to dissolve
the district youth group because of the strong influence of the
communists. The political police in 1941 again asked me about
my own political lectures and I mentioned them and the police
officer agreed that, in order to gain the confidence and sympathy
of the audience, I had to use quite radical terminology. In 1942,
mobilisation for the servicezs and for forced labour called away a
considerable proportion of the social democratic officials. The idea
arose that T should be elected secretary of the sixth district Social
Democratic Party organisation. I reported this, too, to the police
and the puli.:c again instructed me to undertake this and to use
this opportunity for fighting communist influence. At the beginning
of 1943 1 was agﬂm l:[uratmntd on the sixth district party nrga.m*
sation and the communist influence ﬂlem, and on this occasion
I reported on the majority of the people in the leadership. The last
time I was summoned to the political police was at the very end
0f1943 —I don’t remember the exact time — and they asked whether
I knew that a strong eommunist group was nperahng in the sixth
district Social Democratic Pa:l.jr I said that I did not know of the
e,x!ntence of this; if I knew of it, I would fight against it in every
way, With this my connection with the Horthy police broke off, for
in May, 1944,1 was called up for forced labour and I was taken to
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Yugoslavia, to Bor. In samming up, I would like to say about my
informer’s work for the police that . .. (he hesitates ) although Péter
Hain compelled me to undertake this role, I see today quite clearly
that it was my Trotskyist comvictions and activities which first
made me the actual ally of the pelice. This activity directed the
attention of the police to me and this carried me so far as to become
an agent of the Horthy police.

The President : The substance of your espionage activity dis-
cussed up to now is, that during the course of these years you threw
complete light upon the effect of communist influence in the fifth
and sixth district Social Democratic Party organisations for the
political police.

Justus : Whether I threw complete light upon it, I don’t know.

The President : As much as you were able to.

Justus ; What I knew I told the police.

The President : You had already wanted to begin on your
stay in France.

Justus : Yes.

The President : Say something about it. What tasks did you
carry out, again for the Hungarian political police?

Justus : In 1932, on the first occasion that Péter Hain summoned
metohim, I told him that since I had lost my job in Hungary I wanted
to move to Paris and to work there as a journalist. I had te tell thisto
Péter Hain for 1 bad been on the files of the political police on two
previous occasions and so’ the political police itsclf would have
stood in the way of my trip abroad. Hain answered that he would
help me in travelling abroad only on the condition that 1 would
continue my services for thc&ﬂlice there, in that after my arrival
in Paris I would report at the Hungarian Legation there, and [ would
receive further instruetions from them. I leflt the country at the end
of 1932, but I only reported at the Paris Legation a year later for
in the meantime I had spent some time in Vienna and in Berlin,
or rather first in Berlin and then in Vienna. In both places I came
into contact with local Trotskyists, among them leaders of the inter-
national Trotskyite movement.

The President : And after this what did you do in Paris?

Justus : In Paris I reported at the Hungarian Legation.
As a journalist, T had to turn to the press attaché at the Legation, to
Gyula Gesztesi, who called upon me to make reports for him and told
me that he was the persun who would forward Péter Hain's instructions
to me and send on my reports to Budapest, to Péter Hain.
He charged me with the task, of which Péter Hain had already
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spoken in Budapest, of getting extensive information on the activities
of Hungarian communist emigrés, and emigrés sympathising with
communists in Paris.

The President : Did you give your code number to Gesatesi?

Justus : Gesztesi asked me.

The President : So you told him?

Justus ; Yes, I did.

The President : What did you say, what was your code number?

Justus ¢ J/17. 1 think it was J/17.

The President : To what extent did you carry out the tasks
demanded by Gesztesi?

Justus : I was hardly able at all to carry out the tasks
demanded by Gesztesi. Primarily because the communists and
sympathisers in Paris knew of my Trotskyist, anti-Soviet and anti-
communist views and as a consequence . . .

The President : They were reserved with you and did not
admit you ioto their ranks.

Justus : They were completely distrustful of me. Instead.,
I was able to report to Gesztesi, when he pressed me for reports,
on the Hungarian and French Trotskyist movements there, in which,
bowever, (zesztesi was not interested.

The President : Now, since we have been speaking about France,
French territory, let us go on from this now to the question of
what assignments you received from French official persons in
Budapest after the Liberation. Were you brought into their organi-
sation? Speak about this.

Justus ¢ After the Liberation I made reports for the French
intelligence service, secret service, too.

The President : Speak of the details of this. How did you get
inte a position to make reports, how did this connection come about,
what were your assignments, what data did they ask for and what
data did you give, to whom?

Justus : T was brought in to work for the French secret service
by the press attaché of the French Legation in Budapest, Frangois
Gachot,whomThadknown since approximately 1938. The acquaintance
originated in that when I returned from a long stay of several
years in France [ came into contact with Gachot. Before the Libe-
ration the connection between us was fairly superficial. After the
Liberation it beeame closer, as Gachot visited me on several occasions
at the secretariat of the Social Democratic Party. At the beginning
he discussed with me mainly cultural issues, which were within
the scope of my activities in the Social Democratic Party. Later he put
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to me more and more questions of a political nature and from his
questions it became apparent that he knew of my Trotskyite, anti-
Soviet and anti-communist views, for he manifested interest first of all
in the relations between the two workers’ parties, the differences bet-
ween the Social Democrats and Communists, and other political ques-
tions. At the beginning of 1948, on one occasion I even asked Gachot
how he would explain the interest shown by a press attaché in such
expressly conflidential domestic issues. Gachot answered that,
quite frankly, besides his official functions, he was collecting informa-
tion for the French secret service and that he hoped that knowing
this I would not deny him information. I =atisfied his demand for
two reasons. First, because I had already given him quite confiden-
tial information and so I was to a great extent in hiz hands already,
and second, because in the information given to Gachot I saw a
weapon in the battle against comununist influence. The situation
was that Gachot did not bring me in formally ; I gave him no
promise in writing or verbally, as I had for instance given to the
Horthyist police, but 1 actually became an agent of the French
secret service through Gachot even without such formal steps
of joining.

The President : What was the information you gave, in
content ?

Justus : I mentioned that belore the Liberation it was mainly
about the relations of the two workers’ parties, the differences bet-
ween the two workers’ parties, and after their unification . ..

The President : Bell:-re the unification, you mean.

Justus : Before the unification. After the unification, about
the meetings of the Central Committee of the Hungarian Working
People’s Party and a score of various government measures in
preparation and of a more or less confidential nature. For instance

- I don’t remmember all of them — on the issue of the co-operatives,
and then the government measures being prepared against the
kulaks and the clerical reaction and other similar government
measures and Party resolutions.

The President : In fact, on the government measures under
preparation and of a confidential nature.

Justus ;: Yes,

The President : How did you get these data?

Justus * 1 was a member of the Central Committee of the
Hungarian Working People’s Party and in this way this information
was available to me.

The President : Who did you get it from? From Hungarian
officials in public life? From government personalities?
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Justus : From various people, partly from the Government,
partly from leading . ..

The President : So you got it partly from Hungarian govern-
ment personalities, not only from Party officials but also from Hun-
Eaﬁan gamrument persunalil.ieu.

Justus : Partly, yes. At that time I transmitted to Gachot
also a part of the material collected for the Yugoslavs and finally
gave him some information on organisational and political issues
at the Hungarian Radio.

The President : Now let us take up your connections with the
Yugoslav intelligence. When and how did the Yugoslav official
agents bring you into it?

Justus : The preliminaries of this were as follows: at the end
of 1945 the leadership of the 5ocial Democratic Party at that time
held a reception in honour of the diplomatic corps in Budapest with
the main purpose of making their connections with Western dip-
lomats closer. I, too, was present at this reception and Colonel
Obrad Cicmil, the head of the Yugoslav Military Mission was also
there. I was introduced to Cicmil and as [ remember, 1 sat next to
him at the table. To his question whether [ had been to Yugoslavia,
I told him that in 1944 the Germans took me for forced labour to
Bor and that the Yugusluv partisans liberated me from the Germans,
that I had deep sympathy and respect for the Yugoslavs and after
my liberation | had voluntarily enlisted for armed service against
the Germans, but it did not come to actual fighting, for which I was
very sorry. To this Cicmil replied that I should not be sorry, for
I would have plenty of opportunity to be of help against the enemies
of Yugoslavia. Frankly, at that time I did not understand this sen-
tence at all. Months later, in the spring of 1946, Cicmil rang me up
and invited me for supper for the next evening, I could not under-
stand this invitation and tried to evade it ; he, however, insisted
60 strongly on it that I finally accepted. At Ciemil's house Major
Javorsky, Cicmil's deputy, was alse present besides me. Ciemil said
immediately that one of the main reasons for the invitation was
that Major Javorsky definitely wished to make my acquaintance
by all means, 1 must remark that at that time it struck me — and
at first I could not understand it — that Javorsky who was a major
and g0 a subordinate of Cicmil, was playing a role as if he were
giving instructions to Ciemil and Ciemil would carry out these
instructions. We talked with Javorsky, first in German, then in
French, and on several occasions Javorsky hinted at my Trotskyist
views. When we sat down to supper, he said to Cicmil in German :
“Don’t you know that we are sitting at the same table with the
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Hungarian Trotsky”. To this I said that I knew I was called
so, but that I was a left-wing social democrat. To this Javorsky
replied that he knew very well what my views were, he knew that
I opposed the communists and he even knew that I was not a social
democrat and that the separate road which I wanted to follow
within the Social Democratic Party as a matter of fact appealed to
him very strongly. At the same time he called upon me to co-operate
with him. This he did quite vaguely, so that at firet I could not even
understand what he was talking about and then he explained to me
that he wanted to get information, confidential political information,
from me. I understood this now even less, for at that time I too, like
every one clse, thought that the Yugoslav leaders stood close by
the Soviet Union and were convinced communists ; and so T could
not understand why it was just I, whose anti-Soviet views were known
to them, whom they wanted to win over for this purpose, and I
suspected provocation. So I answered something of the sort that
I had to fulfill his request, for after all he was the representative of
a victorious power in Budapest. In answer to this Javorsky asked me
ironically whether I wanted to give him informatjon of the kind
that appeared in the papers. | answered that I could hardly give
anything else, at which he said something to Ciemil in Serh, and
with this the political part of the conversation, I think, came to
an end.
The President : When did you next meet?

Justus : Some months later.
The President : What happened then?

Justus : Not with Ciemil but only with Javersky, at his house.
On the occasion of the next meeting Javorsky spoke even more
openly. He said that he offered me co-operation with the Yugoslav
secret organisation on Yugoslav Minister of Home Affairs Ranko-
vich's direct instructions. I again tried to evade the issue, but then
Javorsky said that he kncw not only of my anti-Sevict and anti-
communist activities, that is, of my Trntsk}rist past., but also had
knowledge of the fact that T had rendered services to the Hungarian
Horthyist police. At first T tried to denv this, but then Javorsky
confronted me with a photostat copy which contained Gvula Gesz-
tesi’s report from Paris to Péter Hain about me. After this I couldn’,
I had no way to, evade this newest demand and I agreed.

The President : What assignment did you then immediately
get from Javorsky? -

Justus : I got the assignment of preparing a written report
on the situation within the leadership of the Social Democratic
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Party, on the relations and attitudes of the important leaders of
the Social Democratic Party towards Yugoslavia, or rather the
Yugoslav leaders, the standpoint of the leaders of the Social Demo-
cratic Party regarding the Yugoslav minority in Hungary.

The President : Yes. So with this vou became the organised
agent of the Yugoslav intelligence.

Justus ;: Yes,

The President : As such an agent, into what sort of contact
did you come with Minister of Home Affairs Rankovich himself?

Justus : Javorsky said to me even at this first meeting
that he was turning to me at Rankovich’s express instructions.
Then he said that Rankovich considered my role so important that
T would be in contact not with the Yugoslav agents operating in
Budapest, but through special couriers with Minister of Home AfTairs
Rankovich himeself.

The President : When and what sort of a first task did you
then get through this direet connection with Minister of Home
Affairs Rankovich? ,

Justus (thinking for a while) : 1 got the first direct assignment
not on the aecasion of the first meeling but in April 1948, when a man
calling himself Vadas, Ferene Vadas, came to see me as Rankovich’s
special agent and on Rankovich’s orders told me ... (He thinks.)
. . . that the main task was the ﬁght against the infloence of the Soviet
Union in Hungary. In the interests of this . . .

The President : S0 he told vou this definitely in Rankovich’s
name,

Justus :  Definitely as Rankovieh’s order and that in the
interests of this . . .

The President : Did this Vadas speak in Hungarian?

Justus : Yes. He spoke Hungarian quite correctly but with
a slight foreign accent, so that I eame to the conclusion he was
};rml:abI}' from a part of Yugoslavia which bad a Hungarian popu-
itiomn.

The President : Yes. What tasks did he assign to you?

Justus + That for the sake of this, in the interests of the
struggle against the influence of the Soviet Union in Hungary, all
those elements must be concentrated who are dissatisfied with the
regime, with the Hungarian political system, and that Tito’s Yugo-
slavia must be set before them as a pattern to be followed.

Vadas reminded me, and this was also a message from Ran-
kovich, that with the unification of the two workers’ parties, from
certain points of view the tasks would become easier, from others,
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however, more difficult. It would be easier inasmuch as within
a united workers’ party it would be easier to gather together all
dissatisfied and anti-government elements, but it would be more
difficult because my range of activity, my sphere of influcnce,
woild become less in the united workers® party than it was in the
Social Democratic Party, and in addition, in consequence of the
far more severe party discipline of the united workers® party, it
would be much more difficult to carry out such activity, He ment-
ioned further, also as a message from Rankovieh that, according
to information received by Rankovich, the united workers® party
would eonsist not only of two parts, that is of the former social
democrats and communists, but that there was also within the
Commumnist Part}' a rather strong group, a nationalistic communist
group. I would have to try tolook for them and seek contact with them.

The President : 1 presume this you have just told us hardly
took place at the very first meeting,

Justus : This was not the very first meeting, but the President
put the question, when did I get my first assignment.

The President : That is to say, that was your first assignment,
but not the first meeting,

Justus : The first meeting took place earlier, much earlier,
in the spring of 1947.

The President : That is, at the first meeting you had not vyet
received anything from Vadas.

Justus : I received instructions from Vadas, but at that time
he did not tell me that it was from Hankovich.

The President: This of which you were just speaking, at what
meeting did it take place?

Justus ; It was at the third meeting, in April 1948.

The President : Right.

Justus : On the second occasion, in the autumn of 1947, another
courier . . .

The President : Was it Kemény?

Justus : Yes, he called ]ﬂ.in:n:uml.l'}J Eemény.

The President : And then?

Justus : At the third meeting of which I was just talking,
when Vadas had come again ...

The President : What instructions did you receive, again from
Rankovich, after the unification of the two workers' parties?

Justus: After the formal merger 1 had only one meeting with
Rankovich’s agent, again with Vadas, namely in autumn 1948,
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Then Vadas, again referring to personal instructions from Rankovich,
unfolded to me the outlines, the further perspectives and aims of my
whole activity. He told me that their aim was, and I:]:lll:}' prcsumnﬂ
that it was alsc mv aim, to detach Hungary from the Soviet Union
and from the other peoples’ democracies, and to make her stand on
Yugoslavia's side. This was only feasible, however, if the present
Government were to be overthrown, On Rankovich’s orders he asked
me what force 1 could make available for a movement directed to
thiz end?

The President : And when you first met Vadas in April, 1947,
when — as you were saying — Vadas was only referring to Rankovich
without telling you that he had been expressly conveving his in-
structions, what was then the subject of the discussion between you?

Justus : In Aprl 1947 he spoke first . .. (he thinks for a time)
... he inquired what mv own policy was within the Social Demo-
cratic Party, and what its perspectives were. Then immediately,
with reference to Rankovich he told me to continue my aetivity
as before, but cautiously, lest it be discovered.

The President: Did you not then give him some sort of a
report, an espionage report?

Justus @ Yes, T did. It was a written reply to the questions
I mentioned before, which Javorsky had asked me.

The President : Yes, and actually’ your meeting with Kemény
too ...

Justus ;: Yes, on the occasion of that first meeting Vadas
had also put a few questions, telling me to give the reply to them
to the next courier, that is to Kemény. These questions comprised
data on the liaison committee operating between the Social Demo-
cratic and the Communist Parties, its negotiations, information
on the communist members of this liaison committee, also questions
concerning the members of the political committee of the Social
Democratic Party and finally he separately inquired, and in a rather
detailed manner, about Zoltin Horvith, the editor of “Népszava®.

The President : Now, what was Liszlé Rajk’s place in the
courge of all these moves, plans and functions?

Justus fafter some thought) : In the spring of 1948, by com-
mission of Rankovich, Vadas — as I mentioned — called my attention
to the existence of a mationalistic group within the Communist
Party, telling me to try to gather information in that respect. Then,
in October 1948, that is at the next and at the same time the last
meeting, I told Vadas that according to his instructions I had tried
to obtain information, which was not easy. From this information
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I could see that Rajk, of whose nationalistic views I was convinced,
and of whom I also koew that in common conferences of left-wing
social democrats and communists, with regard to questions on which
agrecment already existed, independently and in contrast to the
other communist leaders, extremely vehemently attacked the social
democrats, which in many instances resulted in the failure of the
agreement. [ also knew that Rajk was very conceited and that his
own popularity was rather important for him. In other words,
following from all this, I assumed that Rajk was at the head of this
nationalistic group and that he had at his disposal a fairly strong
group. If the personal relations prevailing between Rajk and myself
had not been quite so bad, I would have tried to establish contact
with him, but as things were, some sort of a mediator would be
needed. To this, if I remember correctly, Vadas replied that my
_information corresponded with that of Rankovich, but that I should,
however, wait to establish contact until I received new instructions
from B&lgmdﬁ. This was about all that concerned Hajk’ﬁ person.

The President : Thus, it did not even come to your contact-
ing Laszlé Rajk?

Justus : It did not come to it.

The President : Why not?

Justus ;: A next meeting did not take place.

The President : Why did it not take place? Thergwas no time
for it, as he was arrested. Was it not so?

Justus : Yes. — In October 1948, that is, on the occasion of
the last meeting, I asked Vadas what their final idea was, did they
think that Yugoslavia alone would turn on the Soviet Union, on all
the other peoples’ democracies? In reply to this, though not actually
saying so, Vadas hinted very obviously that they were expecting,
and could expect, very strong international support. Even at that time
I could not interpret this otherwise, than that they were counting
on Anglo-Saxon, especially American, support. Even at that time [
recollected that in 1944, when [ was in Yugoslavia and was a member
of the Yugoslav army, I had seen very many British officers, but
even more American, and that even at that time the situalion was
such that quite unimportant, in other words, lower-ranking American
officers gave instructions to Yugﬁslav stalf officers and gcm—.:als,
that in fact, they were the actual directors and maslers in Yugo-
glavia. That iz what I wanted to add.

The President : Towhat extent did you carry out the instructions
received from the Yugoslav intelligence organs, and what steps did
you take towards their realisation?
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Justus : The fact was that I recognised quite soon that though
the Yugoslav agents, primarily Vadas, had in the beginning asked
for reports from me, it was not the reports that were the
most important thing but rather to attach me to the forces mobilised
by the Yugoslavs against the Hungarian people’s democracy.
And if subsequently I am trying to explain why they had selected
me in particular for this role — although if it were information only
that they needed, they could have made better usc of somebody within
the state apparatus — then I can only say that I was especially
suitable for them and Rankovich's people were counting on me

_because they knew of my connections with the Horthy police, and they

could also take advantage of the fact that they knaw me az one
of the leaders of the Trotskyites. It was in this quality in the first
place that they made usé of my services.

The President: Did these things take place continuously?
What actually were your instructions from Hanfmvi.ch? What tasks
did Rankovich assign to you here in Hungary?

Justus : My task was to gather together all those elements oppo-
sing the Hungarian people’s democracy, who could be, or who in my
opinion could be, used for political action directed against the Hun-
Enrim]. people’s demgnranj'. Essmt{aﬂ?. this was my task.

The President : How did you gather these elements together?

Justud: First of all, I initiated more intensive propaganda
than ever, then 1 carried om a campaign against the Hungarian
people’s democratic regime, and in various questions concerning
foreign and home poliey I tried to disseminate viewpoints entirely
contradictory to those of the Government and the Party. Then
I resumed connections with my former Trotskyite friends from
before and during the war, and with students whom I had trained
after the Liberation in the Social Democratic Party and who were
still under my influence. Then, also according to Rankovich's explicit
instructions, I established contact with such former socialist officials
who for personal or political reasons were dissatisfied with their
situation, and this dissatisfaction gave a sort of basis for using them
politically in Rankovich’s campaign. Then I myself organised two
illegal groups, a small one comprising my absolutely reliable political
followers, whose duty would have been to organise further such
- groups themselves. The other was a group of much wider range
consisting in the main of intellectuals. Then I entered into contact
with Pil Demény, head of an anti-Party fraction whom I had known
long ago and with whom I had already established contact in 1946, that
ia, before I had entered the Yugoslav service. For he wrote a letter
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to me from prison illegally and asked me to bring the members
of his fraction inte the Social Democratic Party and to place them.
I did this, or rather tried to doit. Then, I gave a score of confidential
reports to Rankovich’s agents. Essentially these were my assign-
ments from Rankovich,

The President : And what did you do concerning the concent-
ration of the forces opposing the regime in Hungary?

Justus : I tried to bring together these followers of mine, partly
former Trotskyites, partly my students, the members of various
fractions, dissatisfied social democrats and other dizsatisfied elements.

The President : The forces thus concentrated would have
been the ones which you would have wanted to link to the organi-
sation led by Rajk — for which, however, there was now no time.
This is how you said it.

Justus : This i3 how it was.

The President : Tell us of the content and the scope of those
confidential reports — to put itplainly, of those espionage activities —
which you continuously ecarried out for Vadas and Kemény.

Justus : At the beginning they dealt with the party leadership
of the Social Democratic Party, the attitude of the Social Demeo-
cratic Party towards Tito and the Yugoslav minorities in Hungary,
the differences: between the social demoerats and communists, and
the relations between the two parties. Then, with the situation
of the social demoerats in the united workers” party, about the
foreign, especially Western, connections and negotiations of the
gocial democratic leaders, and where there were dissatisfied elements
within and without the Hungarian Working People’s Party. In
addition, the French intelligence, the Yugoslav imtelligence, were
especially interested in questions of the Radic and the press, and
who were the people in these jobs.

The President : Of course, these questions came up repeatedly
in relation to the given time?

Justus : In case something new came up in any of them.
I want to add that [ began part of these activities which I have
now summarised even before my connections with the Yugﬁﬂlzﬂr
intelligence, and that even what I began, I intensified, increased,
expressly on Rankovich's personal instructionz. And it is not as an
excuse that I want to say it, but it is a fact that until then I consi-
dered my whole practical activities rather futile and hopeless, but
the example of the Yugoslav intelligence and of Tito himself as well
as the fact that Rankovich’s agents and men talked continuously
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about a very large-scale movement in Hungary against the regime,
and that they referred more or less openly to their American connee-
tions and to American support, increased and considerably intensis
fied my activities of this kind.

The President : Tell me, Pal Justus, have you ever been a
member of a Zionist organisation?

Justus : WNever. : -

The President : Andris Szalai! You have been, haven't you?
I did not ask you before.

Szalai : Yes, I was.

The President : When?

Szalai : From 1930 te 1032,

The President then announced that the trial would be continued
on Tuesday at 9 a. m.



HEARING OF THE WITNESSES

The special council of the People’s Court continued the trial in
the case of Las:lé Rajk and his accomplices on Tuesday morning.

The President : Have the members of the People’s Court any
questions to put to the accused Pil Justus? {no). Has the People’s
Prosecutor any questions? (no ). Ilas the Defence any questions? (ne).
Pal Justus, take your seat!

The President : Now the proofs follow.
The President first summons the witngss

Dr. Lajos Bokor
before the special council.

The President (to Bokor): You will be heard as witness, I
eaution you to tell the truth, because you may have to take an
oath on what you say. The law punishes perjury severely. Have
you understood this?

\ Bolior : I understand.

Answering the questions of the President, Dr. Bokor says that
ha is a retired captain of police, he is related to Laszlé Rajk, being his
brother-in-law, and there is no quarrel between them.

The President : Tell us about your connections with Horr.]:}r'l
political police.

Bokor : 1 was a captain of police at the old police head-
quarters, but I was appointed to serve in the public sccurity depart-
ment of the Ministry of Home Affairs, The public sccurity depart-
ment was a superior forum, or more preciscly a contrel authority
of the political department of the pelice.

The President : How, and under what circumstances, did
Hetényi organise Laszlé Rajk for the police in 19317

Bokor : Gyula Rajk, Liszls6 Rajk's clder brother, called on
me in my office in the autumn of 1931 and told me that his younger

203



brother had been taken to the police headquarters and had then
been remanded in custody. He asked me to intervene in his interest.
I declared that I was ready to intervene. I went to the leader of
the political department, Imre Hetényi, the deputy chief comissioner,
with whom I was not only in official connection, but we were also
in touch privately. On Sundays, I repeatedly went on excursions
with him. So 1 turned to him bécause I trusted him. I told him my
request in Laszlé Rajk’s interest. He listened to me and called in
the group leader Oszkir Zdeborszky Borszéky. He instructed him
to interrogate Laszlé Rajk exhaustively, immediately, and to
report to him about it. After a short time the detective group leader
came back and reported that Liszld Rajk who had been arrested
because of the distribution of leaflets admitted everything and was
in the ante-room. So Hetényi let Laszlé Rajk come in-and put a
tyvpewritten declaration form before him on his desk. He said that
if Laszlé Rajk signed it, he would immediately stop the criminal

roceedings against him and would set him free at onmce. Laszlé
Elajls then signed the declaration. Four persons were present while
he signed the form: Hetényi, myself, the detective group leader
Oszkar Zdeborszky Borszéky and Léaszlé Rajk. The content of the
declaration was roughly the following: 1, the undersigned Liszld
Rajk, bind myself immediately and confidentially to denounce
to the political police every case I become acquainted with in
eonnection with the preparation of bolshevism, that is, of the
communist revolution in Hungary. It was in this way, through
this act, that Liszlé Rajk was organised by the police.

The President : What do you know, after that, about Ldszl6
Rajk’s collaboration with the political police of the Horthy regime,
that is, how Liszl6 Rajk was later active within the ranks of the
revolutionary movement as agen! provecateur ?

Bokor : Laezlé Rajk was arrested the second time in June,
1932. On this occasion hiz elder brother, Gyula Rajk, asked me
again to intervene in his affair and at least to find out why he
had been arrested. I was ready tointervene and of course I intended
to call upon Imre Hetényi, the deputy chief commissioner of the
police. But I did not find him in his office and so I turned to his
eubstitute, Jézsef Sombor-Schweinitzer, who was a chiel counsellor
of the police at that time. After 1 had told him about my request,
he informed me that the police proceedings against the recemtly
arrested communist group had been started upon the confidential
information previously given by Laszlé Rajk: its members were
mainly recruited {rom university students. He also declared that
Lészlé Rajk had to share the fate of his companions, for if he did
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not share it, his companions would obviously find out that he was
a provocateur. It was then that I found out that he was not n-nly
a formal agent provecateur bul was also active in this capacity.
Sombor-Schweinitzer added that I need not worry because Liaszlo
Rajk would not receive a heavy sentence, and he wouid get the
most lenient punishment of the whole group., 1 knew the reason
for this, and they also knew when steps would have to be taken
in this matter as far as the court was concerned.

The President: Say something ahout what part you played
in the recruitment of Liszlé Rajk by the political police?

Bekor : 1 played no part at all, I just intervened in his interests.

The President : Did you receive a communication in 1936 from
Sombor-Schweinitzer, who was the deputy chief of the political
police, about Liszlé Rajk crossing the Cgzechoslovak frontier
illegally?

Bokor : Yes, Sombor-Schweinitzer called on me in the epring
of 1936 and confidentially inforined me that a communist messenger
service existed between Losonc and Salgétarjin whose members
used to cross the frontier illegally, and he had a suspicion that this
messenger service kept up contact between the Czechoslovak and
Hungarian communists. He further informed me that he had selected
Laszlé Rajk 1o 6ind out about this messenger service. In this con-
nection he asked me to intervene in the matter of Laszlo Hajk's
deportation to Slovakia. But this deportation should happen in
such a way that Laszlo Rajk could appear in Czechoslovakia as
a political refugee persecuted in Hungary who was looking for
refugn in Czechoslovakia. 1 agreed to carry this out. I did carry
it vut, and Liszlé Rajk’s deportation took place in the presence
of a detective.

The President: Do youknow that Laszlé Rajk received further
instructions from the political police in connection with the Czecho-
slovak journey?

Bekor : 1 only kpow as much as Sombor-Schweinitzer
tuld me about this matter in the beginning, as I have already explained.

The President : You know nothing else?

Bokor : 1 know nothing elze.

The President : Do you know how Liszlé Rajk fulhlled the
assignment received in Czechoslovakia?

Bokor : In the [ew weeks l'u]_[uu'ing the l.lﬂl‘rurlﬂljl‘u'l I oecca-
sinna“}r met Sombur-Schweinitzer, who all{}kﬂ' vnly very briefly about
this question in the presence of other people and I did not broach the
subject. He turned to me and said that frum reports he had received,
Liszlé Rajk was successfully working on his assignment. As [ said,

e



I did not have an opportunity then to speak on this subject in detail,
it did not interest me encugh to ask about it, and the conditions
under which he informed me of this were not even convenient,

The President : Have the People’s Judges any questions to the
witneas? t'm:rm:j And the People’s Prosecutor? (none) And the
Defence? (none) Liszlé Rajk ! Have you any observations to make?

Rajk : 1 have no remarks to make.

The President : Is there a proposal to put the witness under
oath? (Nene. The court waived its right to make the witness take
the oath }.

The President : Let the witness Oszkir Borszéky come forward.
What is your name?

Borszéky : Oszkiar Borszéky.
The President : Occupation?

Borszéky : Retired Lieutenant-Colonel in the pul.iu detec-
tive force.

The President : First say something about the appointment
you had in 1931 in the political police of the Horthy regime.

Borszéky : In 1931 | worked in the pelitical police ot the Horthy
regime as a detective inspector. I was in a way Hetényi's secretary
and as his confidential man 1 arranged various investigations and
confidential matters.

The President : What do you know of Liaszlé Rajk’s arrest
by the political police in 1931 and, in connection with this, what do
you know of the statement made to the political police by Laszlé
Hajk in the course of his examination following his arrest?

Borszéky : In 1931, Laszlé Rajk was taken into custody because
of his participation in the underground communist movement.
I do not remember now, after eighteen Yyears, Rajk*s confession
about the underground movement; I only know that Rajk gave
the police department concerned a full confession, admitting his gualt
and that of his asseciates who had been discovered.

The President ; Do you know how, and under what circum-
stances, Laszl6 Rajk was brought in as agent prevecateur by Folice
Captain Hetényi in 19317

Borszéky : Hetényi brought Laszlé Rajk in ecustody into my
room, and said that a relative of Liaszlé Hajk's, Bokor, a- police
captain at that time, was in his room; I should listen to Rajk
because he would like to help him. I asked Rajk, who answered
that in the department concerned he had already made a confession.
Then I conducted him to Hetényi and I reported on this, Hetényi left
the room and, coming back in a few minutes, said te Liszlo Rajk:
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“Tell me, wouldn't it be wiser if you would render services to me,
or rather to the political police? Would you be willing in the future
to réport to the political police on underground communist mave-
. ments, things noted there, and persons taking part in them, as well
as their activities?"” Rajk stated his agreement to this, and he said
that he thought himself suitable for rendering secret services to the
political police. Then Hetényi presented a statement to him and asked
him to sign it. I don’t remember the text of this statement word for
word either — we are speaking about things that happened eighteen
years ago — but I know that in this statement Rajk bound himself
to render secret services for the political police in the underground
ecommunist movement and to take on the role of an agent Fra:.u.:}cu:gur
in the underground revolutionary movements.

The President : The substance of what vou said is then that
you were present in Hetényi's room when Liszlé Rajk signed a
statement in which he bound himself to act as agent provecateur
for the Horthyist political police. Is it not?

Borsaéky : Yes. At this signing Lajos Bokor, too, was present.
As far as [ can recall, following this, Laszlé Rajk was set free on
that very day.

The President : Do you know anything about the fact that
after this Laszlé Rajk in 1932 betrayed an underground group to the
political police?

Borszéky ;: In 1932 Péter Hain together with Wayand declared
to me that through Rajk’s information and activities as agent prove-
cateur they had been able to clean up an illegal group of University
students and in connection with this he mentioned the name of
Schiopflin.

The President : Do you know anything about Laiszlé Rajk
having denounced an illegal group to the police, as well as the names
of those people in the movement who disseminated illegal revolu-
tionary leaflets in the vicinity of Rébanva?

Borszéky : Yes. It was again from Péter Hain that 1 found
out that as a result of Liszlé Rajk's denouncing and agent provocateur
activities, they were able to seize the illegal press — or rather it
consisted of a typewriter and a duplicating machine — and also they
were able to obtain the names of those who had spread illegal commu-
nist leaflets, again in the vicinity of Kébénva. Proceedings were
started against those who had taken part in this. .

The President : Have you any knowledge of the fact that in
1935 Laszlé Rajk disrupted the building workers® strike and that
in consequence of his provocative activities the police arrested
some two hundred strikers.
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Borsziky : In 1935 Hetényi himself told me that Pérer Hain
was much satisfied with Rajk's activity, and the last time he had
advised him to infiltrate into the strike committee of the MEMOSz
and to provoke some kind of strike there. As a member of the strike
committee he should induce the MEMOSz leadership to organise
some large-scale demonstration, but to ecarry out all this so that
Péter Hain be informed of it in time. Liszlé Rajk had fulfilled these
tasks completely. The MEMOSz submitted an application to the
Ministry of Home Affairs asking for permission to arrange a demon-
stration. Of course, the permission was not granted. In spite of this,
Lészlé Rajk had provoked the demonstration, but Péter Hain’s
men interfered in time and prevented it, liquidating at the same time
the strike that broke out. In connection with this, police proceedings

were started agamst two hundred workers.

After this followed the hearing of

Dw. Ferenc Jdnoai'
fnmr.er mifitury _;'u;riﬂ with the rank af captain.

The President : Tell us in what capacity you took part
in 1944-45 in the court-martial of the Szdlasi fascist regime trying
the case of Laszlé Rajk, and during the proceedings in gencral?

Jdnosi : I was detailed to that Szalasi court in Novemhber 1944,
It was the court of the chief of the general staff. Towards the middle
of March 1945 — [ cannot exactly recall the date but it was the
middle of March — the court of the chief of the general staff, that
court of Szalasi, held in SopronkShida the trial of a group of the
resistance movement. In this trial I, in my capacity of prosecutor,
represented the prosecution.

The President : Right. In this trial held by a fascist court, what
arguments did Laszlé6 Rajk produce for his own defence, did he say
anything about his loyalty to the Szilasi government and regime,
and about his reasons for, and the arguments with which he asked for,
the examination of his brother Endre Rajk?

Janosi ; First of all, he denied his guilt, and depied in parti-
cular that he had ever been really active in a left-wing or resistance
movement. In respect of his, as well as his family’s, devotion to the
Szilasi regime, he asked that his brother, Endre Rajk, who was
Under-Secretary of State invested with ministerial powers be exami-
ned. He asked this in connection with the fact that for a long time.
since 1931 and during the Szdlasi regime too, he had rendered use-
ful and valuable services to the political police. aszerting also that
he was a loyal follower of this regime. He also asked that the former
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and the then active heads of the political police, that Hetényi and
hizs successor Sombor-Schweinitzer, as well as Péter Hain, head of
Szdlasi’s political pulice,be heard with regard to the fact that from
1931 on until his arrest — which took place at the end of 1944 —
he rendered useful and waluable services.

The President: MNow tell us what statements Szalasi's
Under-Secretary of State, Endre Rajk, the brother of Liszlé Rajk,
made at the trial?

Jdnosi : The court heard Endre Rajk. Endre Rajk first refer-
red to the great difference in age between himself and his younger
brother, Laszlé Rajk, and zaid that due to his seniority he had
observed with paternal care the fate and activities of his younger
brother. He as an elder brother, but first of all as a responsible
Under-Secretary of State in Szélasi’s government, being fully aware
of his responsibility arising out of this office, he could state that
his younger brother, Liszlé Rajk, did not pursue any leftist acti-
vities, and he confirmed that from 1931 until Szalasi’s time,
and also during Szilasi’s regime, Liaszlé Rajk was active for
the police. He further confirmed that his younger brother Laszlé
Rajk was no enemy of the regime and that he, by virtue of his office,
took full responsibility for ensuring that Liszlé Rajk would not in
the future turn against the regime.

The President: Ye:s. Previously you said something but
I did not get it right. Relate again how Laszlé Rajk brought
up at the trial his co-operation with the political police to exonerate
himself, and in connection with this, whom he asked to be summoned
for the trial.

Jianosi ;: He appealed to the fact that he had never bheen acti-
vely a left-wing man ; and to prove the fact that he not onlv was not
active as such but even rendered useful services through his reports
on eertain groups of the left-wing revolutionary movement — to
prove this he asked that in addition to Endre Rajk, the successive
heads of the political police from 1931 onwards, that iz, first of all
Hetényi, then Hetényi's successor Sombor-Schweinitzer and the
head of Szilasi's political police Péter Hain be examined as wit-
nesses.

The President : What instructions did you as prosecutor receive
from the president of the military court?

Jinosi : Directly before the prosecutor’s speech, 1 received
instructions that I should deal with Laszlé Rajk’s case briefly and
especially that I should not mention in mv speech Liszlé Rajk’s
connections with the political police.
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The President : What verdict was then arrived at by the
fascist court in Rajk’s case and what verdicts in the cases of the
rest of the accused who were held to account at the same time as
he was?

Jénosi ;: In this case they acquitted Laszlo Rajk of the charge
of sedition, and meted out very heavy rentences to the rest of the
accused, in some cases the death sentence, in others the
heaviest prison sentence, imprisonment for life.

The President now ordered that

Iatvdn Stolte
be called to the witness stand.

Afler registering his personal data the President put the following
question to Stolte ;

Of what forcign intelligence service are you a member? Tell
us of your position, the name of the organisation, its data.

Stolte : I was a member of the American secret service, better
known as the CIC,the Counter Intelligence Corps, from May 27,
1945 to September 1947.T belonged as a detective to the Supregian
“organisation which had its headquarter in the town of Rosenheim,
in Upper Bavaria.

The President : For how many years did you work for the
political police of the Horthy regime?

Stoltz : With some interruptions | worked from the middle of
1934 wuntil about the end of 1935, and then again from the middle
of 1939 right up to the beginning of the German oecupation, that is,
until March 19, 1944.

The President : Rajk turned to you with a request, namely
that you should look up in the American zone of Germany the for-
mer political police chief of the Horthy regime, Sombaor-Schweinitzer,
and you should tell him that Rajk had already left for Budapest
from Germany. Give some details of this.

Stolte : In the first month of 1945 we were political priconers
in Sopronkéhida as prisoners of the Szilasi military court. I had
known Liszlé Rajk long before this, as early as 1931, from the
communist movement at the University. Our ties of friendship
remained intact even following my expulsion from the Communist
Party in December 1933. In Sopronkshida we were brought together
again. Then because of the pressure of the approaching Soviet
troops, the military court was compelled to order the evacuation
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of Sopronkdihida, and we went to Germany together. Rajk knew
that he would be set free shortly, considering the fact that he had
been acquitted by the court in the last days in Soprunkdhida.
Counting on his being set free, he told me he had it tromn reliable
sources that Dr. Jozsef Sombor-Schweinitzer, the head of the Hun-
garian political police, was during the war in Germany, somewhere
near Munich. He said that the locating of Dr. Jozsef Sombor-
Schweinitzer could not cause special difficulties, for considering the
fact that during the war, too, he had co-operated with the Anglo-
Saxons, one could surely trace him by inquiring from the Americans.
Rajk asked me to find Dr. Joézsel dombor-Schweinitzer after I
was #et free and to transmit to him the message that he, Laszlé Hajk,
would return to Budapest, to Hungary. As | knew very well of Laszlé
Rajk’s Trotskyist past and wiews as well as his connections
with the Hungarian political police, it was clear enough to me that
this request was meant to serve the purpose of estublishing connee-
tions with the American secret service. Still § pressed the question,
to which he answered only that Sombor-Schweinitzer would know
what to do about this message.

The President : Were you able then to locate Sombor-Schwei-
nitser with the Americans?

Stolte : Towards the end of 1945, about December, 1 found
out that Sombor-Schweinitzer lived in the town of Traunstein in
Upper Bavaria. I also found out that he worked in the CIC office
at lraunstein, as a regular employee of this olfice. Shortly after
this in 1940, about early Januwary, I visited him there. Later
I also found out that Dr. Sombor-Schweinitzer who was working for
this office had the job first of all of acting as the Hungarian adviser
and expert of the CIC office in Traunstein and that he was engaged
in decisively important activities in picking out, or rather orgamsing,
spies and political agents to be sent to Hungary. Soin January,
1946, 1 visited Dr. Sombor-Schweinitzer in the Traunstein CLC
office and transmitted to him Laszlé Rajk’s request, or rather mes-
sage. Then Dr. Sombor-Schweinitzer introduced me to the chief of
the Traunstein CIC, who, ifl remember correctly, called himself
Mr. Clodwell. Jointly, they put numerous questions to me in connec-
tion with this message. They were especially interested whether in
my opinion Liszlé Hajk would be able to undertake, or rather
carry through, a consistently leading role of long duration in the Hun-
garian Communist Party. Following these questions, Mr. Clodwell
expressed his thanks for what I had told him and declared that
they would find a way of making use of Hajk's message. With this
our conversation came to a close.
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The President : Did you mention to any other person in the
American intelligence organisations that Rajk had sent you to
Sombor-Schweinitzer

Stolte : No. The activities of the American intelligence organi-
sations relating to Hungary were centred in Traunstein at this time.

The President : I have no other questions.

The President : Bring in
Dr. Endre Szebenyi.

(to Dr. Szebenyi). You will be examined as a witness. What do you
know about Laszlo Rajk’s activities in the Ministry of Home Affairs,
when Liszlo Hajk used his position as Minister to save certain
participants in the anti-republican conspiracy at that time, among
them Albert Bartha and Ferenc Nagy Jnr?

Szebenyi : At the endof 1946 and during the first third of 1947 the
investigation of Dondth and his fellow-conspirators was in progress
in the State Defence Department. This investigation was led by
Laszlé Rajk himself as Minister of Home Affairs. [ was also present
during part of the investigation as head of a department of the Ministry
of Home Affairs and so know about Rajk’s activities at that time
at first bhand.

In the course of the investigation, seriously incriminating
facts came to light about Uolonel-l-eneral Albert Bartha, at that
time Minister of Defence, as well as abowt Ferenc Nagy Jor., the
son of Prime Minister Ferenc Nagy, who was then attaché to the
Legation in Washington. Laszlé Hajk took personal charge of the
doenments of hoth of these cases, and issued instructions to the
authorities carrying out the investigation not to continue the inves-
tigation of the two persons mentioned. I have knowledge, and this
from Liszlé Hajk himself, that Rajk summoned Albert Bartha to
his office in the Ministry of Home Affairs in February, 1947, infor-
med him that incriminating facts were known about him through
the investigation of the conspiracy, and suggested to lim that
he resign from his pust as Minister of Defence, and promised that
he would not continue the investigation against him. Then Albert
Bartha did resign from his post as Minister of Defence and later
fled from the country.

I also knew from Laszlé Hajk at that time that Rajk visited
the Prime Minister, Ferenc Nagy, at the end of 1947 to inform him
that the investigation of the conspiracy had produced ineriminating
facts ahout Ferene Nagy Jor. and he promised that he would not
continue his investigations. Ferenc Nagy, having been told this,
informed Ferenc Nagy Jor., the attaché at the Washington Legation,
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that an investigation against him was in progress. A result of this
was that when the HungarianGovernment recalled Ferene Nagy Jur.
to Burlal:ncst he did not return, so that the Government later deprived
him of his citizenship. This is what 1 know about this question.

The President : What do you know about Liszlé Rajk taking
out eertain pamphlets against the state order from the material of
the investigation, during the investigation of the conspiracy now
under discussion, pamphlets which were found in Szentivinyi's flat,
and that he alzo took out a letter which would have confirmed the
participation of Ferenc Nagy, the then Prime Minister? Say something
about this.

Szebenyi : 1 know about Laszlé Rajk’s actions in thiz direction.
It happened in the following manner: at the end of December,
1946, a pamphlet was discovered in the flat of one of the penplc
suspected of featuring in the conspiracy, Dr. Domokos Szentivanyi,
a former minister extraordinary and plenipotentiary. This pamphlet
contained seriously incriminating material on various individuals
concerned in the conspiracy, even containing compromising data on
Léasels Rajk himself in that Dr. Domokos Szentivinyi wrote in one
paragraph that a nationalist group was operating within the Govern-
ment, and the leader of this nationalist group was Rajk himself.
Rajk took with him this pamphlet, hid it from the investigation,
and summoning the people concerned in the investigatinn.instrul:ted
them mot to put questions to the suspects about this pamphlet.
1 also know that a letter was seized in January, 1947,in the flat of
one of the suspected persons which was written by one of the people
concerned in the conspiracy to another,and this letter spoke — the
letter was authentic — of the fact that a counter-revolutionary group
was active and the head of this counter-revolutionary group waa
Ferenc Nagy. As far as I can remember, the letter also contained the
pnames of (yulai, Jaczkd, Tibor Ham. Kalmédn Salita and others
as members of the counter-revolutionary group and the name of
Ferenc Nagy, leader of the group. Lészlé Rajk also confiscated this
letter and suppressed this evidence. Laszlé Rajk was able to carry
out these activities in connection with the conspiracy because,
on the one hand, he directed the investigation himszelf and, on the
other hand, he used his influence when ever possible to put his own
supporters among those conducting the investigation and into the
Ministry of Home Affairs. This is how he used his old friends, partly
there, partly in the State Defence Department, Rdth, Horvith and
Kilesies, and so tried to push those in the police —— Laszlé Marschall,
Andris Villdnyi, Otto Horvith-Kénigsberg and others — upon whom
he looked as his own men, into positions where the greatest possible
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amount of material and the greatest possible amount of influence
would be concentrated in their hands. b

The President : What do you kmow about Léaszlé -Rajk’s
collaboration with the Yugoslav information organs, that is, with
Lazar Brankov?

Szebenyi : Liszlé Rajk — as far as 1 remember — was made
Minister of Home Affairs in March, 1946, He told me in his office
at the end of March or at the beginning of April, 1946, that he consi-
dered it one of his main tasks to establish the closest contact with the
organs representing Yugoslavia. He also told me that this close
relationship was to be established because, according to his opinion,
Yugoslavia was an example of people’s democracy and Tito's
Yugoslavia would play a role of increasing importance in the Balkans
and in Central Europe. He also told me that this was the reason
why he had talks with the Yugoslavs here and concluded an agree-
ment with Colonel Obrad Cicmil, who was at that time the leader
of the Yugoslav Military Mission and who is now Yugoslav Minister
to London,and with Major Lazar Brankov, who was at that time
a member of the Yugoslav Military Mission and later became first
counsellor of the Yugoslav Legation to Budapest, according to which
he would give assistance in every possible way te their work and
would give them information they would need about Hungary,
whether by word of mouth, or in writing. So he specially emphasis-
ed that he himself would give the necessary confidential in-
formation through Lazar Brankov about the political and econo-
mic questions of the country, the state defence organs and their
activities and at the same time he instructed me, in my capacity
as an official of the Ministry, that in case Lazar Brankov turned to
me, whatever data about the organisation and the activities
of the police or about the civil service organs he asked for, I should
deliver him ,these data even if they were confidential and [ should
report to him about this. For the rest | can also report that at that time
the counsellor of the legation, Lazar Brankov, often visited Liszlé Rajk
and later, after he had been posted to Budapest, Mrazovich, who
was at that time Minister to Budapest and is now Ambassador to
Moscow, was also a regular visitor of Laszlo Hajk. Rajk received
them both with special favour; whatever work he had to do, be
interrupted it to be at their disposal.

The President : As for yourself, what state secrets have you
delivered to the Yugoslav information organs on Liszlé Rajk's
instructions?

Szebenyt : On Laszlé Rajk'sinstructions, in more than one case
1 passed documents or information containing state secrets to Bran-
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kov and others. I have already mentioned in my statement that
Laszlé Rajk gave me general instructions to do so at the end of
March or at the beginning of April, 1946 — I don't remember the day
exactly any more — But even separately, in every case he gave
me specific instructions to hand over the documents or the infor-
mation — obviously when Lazar Brankov turned to him for it—and
demanded immediate reports on the way this had been carried out.
So, on Lészlé Rajk's specially emphasized instructions, I passed to
Brankov data about the activities, the organisation and the
structure of the police in the years1946-47 and 1948. In the first
part of 1946 I passed to him, on Lészlé Rajk’s behalf, the new confi-
dential administrative map of Hungary which had just been pub-
lished. In the first part of 1947 I passed him, also on Liszlé Rajk’s
instructions, the data of the Ministry of Home Affairs® budget which
wasalsoastatesecret, On L=zl Rajk'sinstructions I informed Brankov
by word of mouth of certain confidential details of the case of con-
spiracy which was already in progress, andhas already been mentioned
here,atthe end of 1946 and during the first third of 1947, When Laszlé
Rajk left the Ministry of Home Affairs in August, 1948, he instructed
me to pass confidential material about a certain session of the
Council of Ministers to Brankov or to his reprezentative. I carried this
out in September, 1948, by ordering it to be handed over to
Brankov's representative. Finally I have also to mention that in
March, 1947, 1 ordered, on Laszlé Rajk’s instructions, certain details
of the statement of Kiroly Kiss, suspect in the case of ennspiracy
which was just being cleared up at that time, to be handed over to
a Yugoslav person reporting as a correspondent of the *Ujvidéki
- Magyar 5z6". These details related to the organisation of the fascist
“Hungarian Community” which played a role there.

These were the activities I carried out on Laszld Rajk’s instroct-
ions in connection with the passing of confidential material to Brankov
or to his representative.

The President : Were you present in Laszlé Rajk’s office in
1947 when he received from Brankov the instructions that all those
persons who were enemies of Tito's gystem should be removed from
the Hungarian border line at the Yugoslav frontier.

Szebenyi : Yes, T was present.

The President : Speak about that in detail.

Szebenyi : That was in 1947, as far as T remember, in the
month of March. Brankov and Lieutenant-Colonel of the police Otto
Horvith-Kénigsberg were present in Rajk’s room. Brankov
demanded then that Lészl6 Rajk remove those Hungarian citizens
from the Hungarian-Yugoslav frontier zone, who are, according
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to the data of the Yugoslav state defence organ, the UDB, enemies
of Tito’s Yugoslavia. Laszlo Rajk was ready to carry out this demand
and in order to do so0, he immediately gave instructions to Lieutenant-
Colonel of the police Otto Horvith-Kinigsberg who was present. Otto
Horviath carried out the instructions and he transplanted about 70
Hungarian families according to the data of the Yugoslav secret
police, the UDB, from the Yugoslav-Hungarian border line to the
interior of the country and thus, he not only succeeded in putting
these 70 Hungarian families in a very difficult situation — they
had to leave their houses — but many of them later became enemies
of Hungarian democracy because of this unjustified measure which
was taken on the basis of the data of the Yugoslav organs.

The President : Were you also present in Rajk's office when
he passed a dossier containing secrets of the state defence and
of home affairs to generally a Yugoslav intelligence man called
Nikola BoZanich? .

Szebenyt : Yes, I was present, In the first days of May 1947
1 was present with others in {Esnlﬁ Rajk’s office when Rajk handed
over a dossier containing confidential data about the structure
of the state defence organ and the Ministry of Home Affairs and
their cadres and confidential data about the methods of work of
the state dﬂf&nc.n department to Colonel of the Police Nikola BoZa-
nich, a Yugoslav intellipence man. Rajk earried out thiz handing
over on the pretext of a mutual exchange of material and data of
the Hungarian and Yugoslav state defence organs, but it was, in
fact, one of the essential elements of Rajk’s espionage.

The President : Have the People’s Judges any questions to
put? (Ne.) The People’s Prosecutor? (No.) The Defence? (No.)
Have Liszlé Hajk and Lazar Brankov who are involved in the
statement any remarks? (No.)

There followed the hearing of witness

Sdndor Cseresnjyés

The President : Tell us how long you served in the British
espionage service and with what spies you were in contact in the
eourse of your service?

Cseresnyds : I came to the Psyehological Warfare Branch,
an organ of the British spy-ring, in January 1944, and until my
demobilisation from the British army, that is, until October 1946,
I served there. In the course of my service I was in contact with
Major Routledge and Saunders, commanders of the Psychological
Warfare Branch.
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The President : When did von come into contact with the
Yugoslav intelligence service?

Cseresnyés : In September 1944, in Bari, Italy, I established
contact with the Yugoslav OZNA.

The President : With which Yugoslav spies, by name, were
you in contacl?

Cseresnyés : In Bari, with OZNA Captain Sandor Liwy,
operating under the alias Markovics, in Klagenfurt with a person
from Bled named Peter, who came from Slovenia, in Belgrade, with
OZNA Major Svetosar Cnpnrda. My Yugoslav conneetion in Buda-
pest was Rudolf Caéinovich, deputy head of the commereial mission
of the Yugoslav Legation in Budapest.

The President : Tell us what general tasks were assigned to
you by the British and Yugoslav intelligence service with regard
to Hungary?

Cseresnyds : [ was to call on my old friend Lészlé Rajk in
Budapest to renew my friendship with him. Rajk would then find a
place for me in the Ministry of Home Affairs.

The President ;: Do you know who were the members of the
Trotskyite group organised by Rajk in the internment camps in
France?

Cseresnyés ; | became acquainted with Hajk in September
1937, in Spain, where both of us were volunteers in the International
Brigade. Enter we werc together in France in the concentration
camps of St. Cyprien, Gurs and Vernet. There, Laszlé Rajk did
Trotskyist undermining work. He gathered around himself the anti-
Soviet, anti-democratic and anti-communist elements, creating
a Trotskyite group from among them. Of the members of the group
I can recall Imre Gayer and Liszlé Mityds. There were also others
whose names, however, I cannot recall any more. In the course of
this activity, Liszlé Rajk pursued the aim of disrupting the Hunga-
rian group of the International Brigade, causing demoralisation
in their ranks and turning them against the Soviet Union. By so
doing he actively promoted the persecution of the International
Brigades by the French police.

The President : What do you know of the Trotskyite under-
mining work of Yugoslav persons in these same internment
CﬂmPE ?

Cseresnyés : From the ranks of the Yugoslav international
volunteers detained in the internment camps, a Trotskyite group
was formed under the leadership of Kosta-Nadj, present Yugoslav
lieutenant-general and army corps commander. [n this group were
united the anti-Soviet, anti-communist and anti-democratic elements
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of the Yugoslav groups. From this group of Kosta-Nadj I can atill
recall Max Milich, now major-general, Ivich and others. The aim
pursued by this Trotskyite group was to disrupt the unity of the
Yuguslav group, to divide the unity of the Intcrnational Brigades,
to promote the activity of the French police in the ranks of the
Intérnational Brigades, and it teok a chauvinist, nationalist stand.
It was due to their forceful behaviour that the Yugoslav Trotskyites
as it were assumed a leading role in the Trotskyist work of the
groups formed by the other nationalities.

The President: Do you know anything of Laszlé Rajk's
connections with the head of the Spanish Trotskyites whom the
People’s Court in Barcelona sentenced to death in 19387

Cseresnyés : In October, 1939, in the concentration camp of
Vernet, Laszlé Rajk established close contact with Enrique Andreher
Gironella, deputy secretary general of the Trotskyist party POUM
in Spain. In the course of the bloody rising in Barcelona on May 2,
1937, this Gironella in co-operation with Fraaco’s government, with
France's authorities and with the fascist government and the fascist
army, organised a rising against the republican army and govern-
ment, The People’s Court in Barcclona sentenced him to death,
in September 1938. He succeeded in escaping to Freach territory.
In the spring of 1940 the men of the French secret service helped him
escape to Mexico City.

The President: Do you knmow anything of Laszlé Rajk’s
connections with the Irench zecret service, with the Deuxidme
Boreau?

Cseresnyés @ Yes, I do. From the concentration camp Liszlo
Hajk went out several times to the espionage organ of the spy net
called the Deuxiéme Burcau, the head of which was a captain. These
visits of Laszld Rajk attracted the attentionof us, members of the Inter-
national Brigade, and since 1 was on friendly terms with him my
companions asked me to inquire from Rajk what these visits of his
meant. | asked him, and Laszlé Rajk said that once he was called on
by this captain, as an acquaintance of his living in England had
inquired about his well-being through the channels of the French
secret service. On the second occasion Laszlé Rajk told me that the
captain inquired where he wanted to take up residence after his
release. The things I heard from Laszls Rajk I told to the others
in the International Bripade, but we did not believe him. The sua-
picion arose in us that Liszlé Rajk must have connections with the
French Deuxigme Bureau.

The President : Did Lészlé Rajk render assistance to you
in carrying out the spying tasks in the Ministry of Home Affairs
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which were assigned to you by the British and Yugoslav intel-
ligence?

Cseresnyés : When 1 returned to Hungary, I wvisited Laszlo
Rajk in the Ministry of Home Affaira. There I told him frankly that
during and after the war [ waa in the service of the Psychologieal
Warfare Branch. I told him of my connections with the Yugoslav
OZNA. Laselé Rajk’s answer was that he knew, he was informed of
everything. A short while afterwards he called me to the Ministry of
Home Affairs, telling me that he was ahout to organise a press
department in the Ministry of Home Affairs, and that he would
appoint me head of that department. He also added that concerning
my employment, [ must not report to any official organ, that he
personally would fix up everything. On January 13, 1947, he called
me tohim again, telling me that the press department of the Ministry of
Home Affairs would start work that same day and that T would be its
head. He told me that the main job of the press department would
be a mation-wide popularisation of his person and of his personal
policy. He also added that I should make the press feel that behind
the press department at the Ministry of Home Affaira stood the whole
weight of the administration of home affairs, and first of all he him-
self, the Minister of Home Affairs, Liszlé Rajk. The purpose of
Liszlé Rajk’s instructions was to push himself forward, excessively
to increase his own importance and at the same time to push the
significance of the other personalities of the Hungarien democratic
regime, primarily those of Métyds Rikosi, Mihily Farkas and Erné
Gerd, into the background.

The President : Do you know anything about the carcers of
Gvula Fischer, Zilahi, Korondy, these individuals with reactionary
attitudes? How were they able to get into positions with the aid of
Laszlé Rajk? Outline this,

Cseresnyés : Laszlé Rajk hated the working class and while
he was at the head of the Ministry of Home Affairs, he prevented
people of working class origin getting into responsible or partly
responsible positions in the Ministry of Home Affairs. On the cont-
rary, he filled the Ministry of Home AMairs with former reactionary
and Horthyist eivil servants, with gendarmes and police officers,
and other elements opposed to democracy because he knew that on
account of their chauvinist attitudes, opposing the working class
and the people’s democracy, they would gladly be ready instruments
of his subversive plans. I must mention Dr. Gyula Fischer, head of a
department in the Ministry, the head of the presidential depart-
ment, that is, the person who directed the personnel policy of the
Ministry, had been in 1944 during the German occupation the
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commander of a forced labour battalion, The municipal department,
that is, the department which was in charge of the affairs of the
capital and of the Hungarian cities, was in the hands of Dr. Laszla
Zilahi, a very wealthy member of the big bourgeoisie, with the rank
of ministerial councillor, who fled to Paris simultaneocusly with
Lészlé Rajk’s departure. At the police the situation was similar.
Laszla Rg{""s favourites Korondy and other Horthyist gendarmes
led, with the rank of colonels, the responsible police departments of
the Ministry of Home Affairs.

The President : In connection with Laszlé Rajk, what assign-
ments did vou get from the Yugoslav intelligence and how did you
carry these out?

Cseresnyés ;: That I should ascertain Laszlo Rajk’s loyalty,
Liszlé Rajk’s friendship for Yugoslavia. I was on terms of friendship
with Laszlé Rajk. We talked on several occasions and I became
convineed that Laszlé Rajk was a follower of Tito, his government
and his regime, without reservations, and at the same time he was
full of hatred for the leading personalities of the Hungarian Govern-
ment and for the Hungarian ;cople’s democracy, In December
1947, for instance, Laszlé Rajk said of Tito that he was a brlliant
statesman, a talented strategist, a personality on whom the whole
world looked with the highest respect. Soon after this I asked him
what his opinion was on the domestic and foreign policy of the Yugo-
slav government. Liszlé Rajk said that he was in full agreement
with this and he said that the foreign and domestic policy of the
Hungarian Government should also be run on similar lines,
following the Yugoslav pattern. Laszlé Rajk spoke with hatred of
certain personalities in the Hungarian Government ; he especially
objected to the fact that the making of Hungarian policy was
first of all in the hands of Matyis Rikosi, Mihaly Farkas, Erné Gerd,
among others, though he, Laszlé Rajk, had the mission of directing
and leading the fate of Hungary, the policy of Hungary.

The President : You have already mentioned a Yugoslav spy,
named Calinovich. with whom you spoke om several occasionms.
In the course of your conversations how did this Cafinovich evaluate
the importance of Laszlé Rajk’s person before you, in connection
with Tito’s plans?

Cseresnyés : As early as 1947 Cafinovich said that Laszla Rajk
was the Hungarian politician who was regarded with the highest
expectations by the Yugoslav government and was cnnsidereg the
most important. Laszlé Rajk’s person and activities were followed
with special attention in Belgrade and he was counted upon. This is
what he said. '



Then '
Dy, Gydrgyi Tarissnyds

teacher at a commercial school was exaomined as witness.

The President : First say something about how vou met the
Yugoslav Minister Mrazovich.

Tarisznvis : T met the Yugoslav Minister Mrazovich at a hunt
in January 1948 which was held in Dr. Antal Klein's hunting reserve
at Biritdpuszta near Paks.

The President : After you made his acquaintance did you also
visit the Yugoslav Legation in Budapest ?

Tarisznyds : Yes. After our first meeting | again met Yugoslav
Minister Mrazovich at a reception given by the Polizh Legation in the
Park Club and we became good friends. He visited me a number
of times at Paks. where 1 lived with my parents, and sometimes when
I rame to Pest I too visited him at the Yugoslav Legation.

The President : Did he turn to vou with a definite request in
September, 1948, to enable him to go hunting with his friends in the
Antal Klein hunting reserve?

Tarisznyds : Yes.

The President : Sav something about that.

Tarisznyds : As | was returning home from school one day in
September, 1948, 1 met Mrazovich near our house. He complained that
he was being watched and that he had Lo meet with his Hungarian
friends so that it should not cause any unpleasantness. He asked me
to speak to Antal Klein to allow him to come down to Biritépuszta
with a number of his friends one day in the near future. T told him
that we could immediately go over to the Banmann restaurant
because I knew that Antal Klein was there. That is in Paks, We went
there. Dr. Antal Klein and Mrazovich talked about him coming
down to hunt one day in the very near future. Then Mrazovich asked
me to accompany him on the hunt. I saw no obstacle to this and
agreed.

The President : Now tell us how this so-called hunt was orga-
nised, how and with whom Mrazovieh arrived?

Tarisznvds : One day soon after that we went out to the
MAVAUT station near the 116th kilometre stone on the Szekszard
road. A few hundred metres from there there was a lane where a gig
drawn by two horses was waiting. Antal Klein was sitting in the
carriage. He said that he had been asked by Mrazovich to come for
him himself by car. After we had waited for about half an hour
Mrazovich’s car appeared, from which he and a man wcaring a green
felt coat and dark glasses got out. After being confronted with them
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at the police I know that that certain person waas Ldazlé Rajk, former
Minister of Fﬂrﬂigﬂ Affairs. His face appeared familiar t0 me hut
I did not recognise it then. Weé mounted the carriage and went along
the lane in the direction of the Biritopuszta. We stopped on the
puszta, far from the houses. Antal Klein remained in the carriafe.
He explained how to reach the nearest keeper’s hut whers we could
also prepare a snack from the food we had brought with ns. Mrazovich
and the man in the green felt coat took two guns with them and we
started nff in the given direction.

The President : Tn vour opinion what was the behaviour of
Mrazovich and Liszld Rajk during the so-called hunt?

Tarisznyids : When we reached the keeper’s hut I noticed that
a man in hunting clothes was waiting there, carrving a gun. He was
of medium height, and might have been about40vyears old. Mrazovich
asked me to stay in the keeper's hut and prepare the snack. It struck
me that this man had not been introduced to me, neither had the
other one when he got out of the car. Then thﬂ}r tnﬂced, wa.lking up
and down in front of the keeper’s hut,and also farther away from the
keeper’s hut. Now and then 1]1&}; came close to me. I heard that one
of the men was speaking in some Slav langnage. I am certain that it
was not Russian, but perhaps Serbian. The man in the green felt coat
spoke Hungarian and Mrazovich interpreted hetween the two.
I could understand a few words of the conversation when they came
near me, for instance that Mrazovich was sneaking about Yugo-
glavia and said that aection had to be taken. The other man, that is
the one T did not know, spoke in that Slav lanruage so that T could
not understand what he was saving. The man in the green felt coat
spoke Hungarian. Then they spnke about someone called PAlffy who
would be made Minister of Defence. I also heard the names of
Ministers Rédkosi and Farkas mentioned a number of times. When
they had finished their talk they came into the keeper’s hut and
ate a snack,

When Mrazovich saw that I was in a very bad mood, he turned
to me and started to talk to me, Then we started on our way back
to the carringe. The unknown man, however, went to his two com-
panions and togetherthey wentinthe direction of Cadmpapuszta. After
the car had left, I told Mrazovich that] had the feeling that he had
had no intention of hunting, he only wanted to meet someone and
1 was needed to supoly the character of an execursion to the hunt,
that is, I said that T was invited superfluously because it seemed
that he did not want to meet me but had other intentions. Mrazovich
made excuses and said that the man in the keeper’s hut with the
green felt coat was an old acquaintance of his and they got talking
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so that they forgot all about hunting. Then we climbed into the
carriage and Antal Klein took us back to the Szekszird road, where
Mrazovich and Laszlé Rajk got into the car. Bzfore the car started
Mrazovich called me aside and told me that I should not tell anyone
about this meeting, I was annoyed then and told him that it was
quite unnecessary to invite ms because it was nol my company
which was important to him. They then left for Budapest, I got into
Antal Klein’s carriage and we retucned to Paks. On the way I told
him that I had misgivings about the meeting, and it scemed that my
person was importaat only to cover up for something which was not
quite straightforward.

The President : Please come here. (Tarissnyds steps forward
to the judge's plaiform.) Do you recognize the person on this photo-
graph as the one who waited in the keeper’s hut? Look at it.

Tarissnyds (looking at the photagraph) : Yes, I recogaise it.

The President : Are you certain?

Tarisznyds : Yes.

The President : I have established that this picture on which
the witness recognised the person in question is a photograph of
Hankovich which is ineluded in the documents.

Then
Anial Hlain
was examined,
The President : Tell us when, and under what circumstances,
you met Minister Mrazovich.

Klein : At a Polish party given here in Budapest at the Park
Club at the end of January 1948 whijch I attended with Gydrgyi,
the daughter of our chief town clerk Geré Tarisznyds. When we
reached the Park Club all the rooms were already crowded with
guests, but as we entered the Yugoslay Minister Mrazovich immedia-
tely came up to us. He knew us from a hunt arranged at my place,
attached himself to us and, greeting me briefly, began warmly to
pay court to Gydrgyi Tarisznyds and remained in Gyirgyi Tarisznyas’
company all night. We left for home the day after the party. Eight
to ten days later, when I went into Paks — Paks is a few kilometres
from Biritépuszta — I met the chief town clerk, Gerd Tarisznyis,
who told me that he had just received a telephone call from Minister
Mrazovich that he was coming down that same evening for dinner.
Tarisznyis asked me also to stay so that the Minister should have
company. I stayed on, and Mrazovich did in fact 3rrive by car from
Budapest between 7 and 8 o’clock. He stayed for dinner and I was
there too. We talked all through dinner. During the whele time he
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concentrated his attention en Gybrgyi Tarisznyés. I went home and
he probably returned to Budapest by car in the morning hours.
This happened again in a few days’ time. He frequently visited
Tnﬂszn}raﬁ‘ house., After that I did not see Mimster Mrazovich for a
number of months only heard that he was paying a great deal of atten-
tion to Gybrgyi Tarisznyds, visited them frequﬂnﬂjr and the news was
current that he even wanted to marry her. That is how I met him.

The President : Let us finally get to the point, how did you
meet Mrazovich? How and under what circumstances did he turn
to you with the request to organise hunting parties on your estate
in Biritdpuszta?

Kiein : As [ have explained I did not see very much of the
Yugoslav Minister Mrazovich between Fehruary 1948 and the
autumn. Once, at the end of September 1948 we visited Paks, Gyorgyi
Tarisznyds mentioned that Minister Mrazovich would like to hunt
at my place with one or two companions and she asked for my per-
mission. | answered that there was no objection to this, it would
be a pleasure. Later Mrazovich asked that, as he wanted to come
down in his car with one or two friends to go hunting, I should do
him the favour of coming by carriage to the su-called Road 6, the main
Budapest-Szekszard road, to the 116th kilometrestone, where the lane
meets the road and where there was also a MAVAUT stop. | should
wait for him there and take him further as no car could pass along
the sandy lane. He asked that I should drive the horse and carriage
because he wanted to hunt incognito. I promised to do this. A few
days later, at the beginning of October, I went to the main read,
Road 6, with my carriage at the stipulated time, where the main road
crosses the lane and waited there. When I arrived Gybrgyi Tarisznyas
was already there and she told me that Mrazovich had alzo invited
her and asked her to come. About half an hour later Minister Mrazo-
vich arrived. He and a man wearing a green felt coat and black
spectacles, whom I did not know, got out of the car. After a short
greeting both of them seated themselves in my carriage. | drove the
carriage along the lane as far as the edge of Biritépuszia. I stopped
a gﬂﬂs distance from the buildings where they got off together with
Gybrgyi Tarisznyis, took with them the food brought by Gybérgyi
Tarisznyis as well as two guns, and the man in the green felt coat,
who was unknown to me, Mrazovich and Gytrgyi Tarisznyéds went
into the hunting reserve. They asked me to wait for them. They
would return in about two to two and a half hours’ time when I
should take them back to the car in the main road. Then they left.
What happened then 1 do not know. They returned two and a half
hours later and then I took them back by carriage to the main road.
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Thejr got into the ecar waiting on the main road, and two of them
went off while I took Gyirgyi Tarisznyds to Paks in my carriage.
_ The President : What impression did that whole “hunt™ make
on you? Was it not clear that this was only a so-called hunt which
served to enable Mrazovich to meet certain persons in secret?

Klein : Well, in the beginning it seemed quite natural to me that
Mrazovich wanted to go hunting in Palks because I knew that my
hunting reserve was quite well-stocked with wild animals. 1 could
also understand his asking me to take him along the lane with my
horse and carriage because it is impossible to drive along the lane by
car as it is a sandy, uneven road. I also understood that he wanted to
hunt incognito. But when they returned after two to two and half
hours without anything in the bag. I became suspicious of the whole
thing. I was not introduced to the man in the green coat with the
black spectacles. The fact that they came from Budapest to go
hunting and the whole hunt did not last longer than two to two and
a half hours also roused my suspicions, as well as the fact that they
returned without any bag from an area rich in wild animals. I then took
Gybrgys Tarisznyas back and saw that she was also in a bad mood.
I asked her what happened and who were these people, who was
he, how did he get here? She said that she did not know what had
happened, and this was unpleasant ¢nough. She did not know what
had actually taken place here because it was certainly not a hunt.

The President @ What part did LAszls Rajk play in this so-
called hunt?

Klein : I did not know Laszlé Rajk, I do not know him,
I have never seen him. Now that I have been put face to face
with him by the authorities, I recognise in him that man who was
present then with Mrazovich in the green felt coat and spectacles.

The President ; Now you recognise him?

Antal Klein (looking for a long time at Laszlé Rajk and his compa-
ntons) : Yes!

The President : Have the People’s Judges any questions to put
to the witness ? (None) The People’s Prosecutor? The Defence?
(Nene) Any remarks, Laszlé Rajk?

Rajlk : None.

The President orders a short recess.

After the recess the trial continues with the cxamination of

Dezali Németh

The President : Tell me when and under what circumstances you
were organised by the Yugoslav information organs and with whom
you were in contact from among the Yugoslav intelligence agents?
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Németh : 1 made the acquaintance of G}rijrgy Piilff}' in the
Ministry of Defence in the autumn of 1945. In the course of our
conversations we arrived at the conclusion that we were both
chauvinists and enemies of the people’s democratic system. Because
of our similar and common political views a mutual Fand relationship
developed between me and Palffy and as the result of this mutual
good relationship, 1 was appointed with Palffy’s assistance to be
chief-of-staff of the frontier guard in the autumn of 1946, At
that time, Palffy was commander-in-chicf of the frontier guard.
Palffy summoned me at the end of 1946 or at the beginning of
1947 — now I don’t know exaectly, I don’t remember the time —
and told me that he was in espionage contact with the Yugoslav
representative Lazar Brankov, who wanted, on his proposal, to
enter into personal contact with me, too. Pilffy instructed me that
1 should inform Brankoewv in detail about everything interesting him
in connection with the frontier guard. Ile remarked that he had
chosen me to enter into this contact because he knew that I was
chauwvinistic and -::::-nsm:pmtl}r an enemy of the democratic system.
1 agreed to Palify’s proposal to emter inte espionage relations
with Brankov and two or three days after this conver=ation [ called
upon Brankov in his office. We agreed that in every case I should
personally bring the espionage information asked for by Brankewv
to him at his office or his flat after we had first spoken by telephone.
Brankov remarked then that later he would also turn to Palffy
for news material in connection with the frontier guard, but even
then, I should bring the detailed data to him, in the way we arranged.

The President : What military state secrets did yon later pass
on to the Yugoelav information organs?

Németh : First of all Brankov asked me to inform him about
the questions of the organisation of the frontier guards, the data
about the number and the arms of the {runtier guards, as well as
the data about the number, the station and the list of commanders
and political characterisation of the commanders of the different
battalions and companies of the frontier guard. I always delivered
these data to Brankov. Brankov nspucinﬁ}' emphasised that, first
of all, the data concerning the formations of the frontier guard
stationed on the Yugoslav border line interested him and he asked
me immediately to communicate to him even the slightest change
concerning them. | promised that, too. These data I handed over
to Brankov were all military secrets.

The President : Did you get instructions from the Yugoslav
information service about the troops of the frontier guard, about
the guarding of the frontier?
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Németh : Yes, I did. Of course, I got this also through Brankov
and Pélffy. First of all T got instructiéns to supplement the officer
corps of the frontier guard formations, mainly with old, faseist,
chauvinist minded officers and to place them in leading pesitions,
because these officers were, according to the Yugoslav intelligence
people, very easy to organise for the Yugoslav information
organs because of their political views and their past erimes. Besides
that they gave instructions concerning the Yugoslav-Hungarian
frontier, that we should have formations of the smallest possible
number on this frontier in order to carry out the very strong illegal
traffic established by the Yugoeslav information organs at as many
places as possible and in the least dangerous way and with the
least trouble. The Yugoslav information organs also gave instrue-
tions concerning the Rumanian and Czechoslovak frontier; in
connection with these, the instructions I got were to carry on such
activities of the frontier guard formations there as would
cause dissatisfaction, trouble and an anti-democratic atmosphere,
and the political relations between the neighbouring country and
the Hungarian people’s democracy should be damaged. But they
emphasised first of all that, concerning the Soviet frontier, our task
was to find out those points of this frontier which are the least
controlled by the Soviet frontier guard and are suitable for the
Yugoslav information organs to send Benderist, fascist, imperialist
and other anti-Soviet intelligence agents to and fro across the frontier.
My task was not only to discover these points, but also to prepare
these points for this traffie.

The President : When you were gent to Moscow in 1948 in
the eapacity of military attaché, did you receive some special tasks
from Palffv?

Németh : PalifTy summoned me to him at the beginning of May
1948'—1 remember that clearly — and told me that according to the
instructions of the Yugoslav information organs he would manage
to get me sent to Moscow as military attaché. He said that the
Yugoslavs were satisfied with my espionage activities and, therefore,
he sent me to Moscow with the instructions that [ should carry on
this espionage aectivity for the Yugoslavs in the Soviet Union.
Concerning my activities there, Palffy instructed me first of all
to learn the Russian language in order to get in touch through
that with the Soviet people. I should gain their confidence "and,
misleading them, I should get espionage data {rom them. Palffy
considered it a very important thing to establish close contacts
with the other military attachés in Moscow, for [ could get important
data, data for espionage, from them, which was especially interesting
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and important for the Yugoslav intelligence organs, Palffy instructed
me that T should try to get secret data about the organisational
structure, the armament, the supplies and the discipﬁine of the
Soviet Army even before the Yugoslav intelligence organs entered
into contact with me. He told me that the Yugoslavs would probably
only establish contact with me later, when 1 had already spent
some time in Mozcow, He explained this by saying that they were
prepared for the Soviet organs not to trust me in the first period.
He called my attention to the fact that I should just becanse of
this be very careful in the beginning to overcome this first lack of
confidence on the part of the Soviet organs in the interests of the
success of my espionage activity.

The President : Finally, when and with whom did you enter
into contact in Moscow? Did you meet Mrazovich, did you talk
with him?

Németh : 1 entered into contact with Karlo Mrazovich, Yugo-
slav Ambassador to Moscow in the spring of 1949 in Moscow. We
first met at a reception. Mrazovich approached me «nd referring
to Palffy and Brankov, told me that on the instructions of the Yugo-
slav intclligence organs and in their name, he would establish contact
with me. After that he asked me what instructions P:’i]ﬁ'}? had given
to me. I told him about the instructions I had received from Palffy
and Mrazovich asked me, on the basis of these instructions, to hand
over to him the esplonage material I had ecollected until that time.
On the occasion of the next meeting which we had fixed before,
and which was also at a reception, T handed over to Mrazovich
in a closed envelope the cspionage material containing data about
the Soviet Army that I had collected before in writing. Mrazovich
told me then that for reasons of secrecy, we would in future always
meet at receptions and we would use these good opportunities to
talk with one another without attracting any attention.

At our mext meeting, Mrazovich told me that until the reso-
Iution of the Information Burean, the Yugoslav representatives in
the Soviet Union could very easily get information because they
enjn}reﬂ great confidence. But this opportunity did not exist any
more. My first task would be to find out those data which refer
to the changes taking place within the Soviet Army since the last
espionage reports. Mrazovich commissioned me to try to get secrot
data about the Soviet Army from the officers of the Ministry of Armed
Forces of the Soviet Union and instructed me to find out the political
views, concerning Tite’s policy, of the military attachés of the peoples”
democratic countries in Moscow and the personnel of the Hungarian .
Fmbassy to Moscow. According to these tasks and instructions
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given by Mrazovich, I acquired espionage data about the organi=
sational structure, the arm iments, the military training and discipline
of the Soviet Army and th: standpoint taken by the military attachés
of the peoples’ democratic countries in Moscow and the personnel
of the Hungari:m Embassy to Moscow in connection with Tito's
policy as well. 1 succeeded in collecting these espionage data
especially becaunse of the confidence shown by the officers of
the Soviet Army and the military attachés of the peoples’ democratic
countries towards me in my capacity as the military attaché of
a friendly country. I handed over the espionage data I eolleeted
to Mrazovich on the occasion of our next meeting by word of
mouth and again in writing, in a sealed envelope, and these data
were almost entirely of a secret nature. On the occasion of delivering
the data to Mrazovich I asked him what the situation was with
Brankov, now that Brankev’s anti-Titoite statement had became
generally known, and whether it was not to be feared that Brankov
would expose our former spy connections. Mrazovich assured me
we did not have to fear this as Brankev’s anti-Tito declaration
was nothing else but a provocative bluff to enable him to stay
where he was and to continue his apjring activities against the
Soviet Union and the penp!cs’ democracies. I met Mrazovich some
four or five times in Moscow,

Next there follows the hearing of witness

Jozsef Rex.

The President : Tell us, since when you have collaborated with
the Yugoslav intelligence service?

Rex : Since August 1945,

The President : By whom were you brought into the organisa-
tion of the Yugoslav agents?

Rex : B}' Lazar Brankov, then duput}r commander of the
Yugoslav Military Mission.

The President : Did Brankov make use -nfanjr materials COTMpPro-
mising to you, in connection with your being brought into the
orgamisation?

Rex : Yes. On one occasion when I wisited him in August
1945, Brankov told me that Rankovich, the head of the OZNA,
had sent him material compromising to my person. Brankov told
me that during the war in 1941, T had deserted the partisan unit
in which T was serving and that 1 had eoncealed this fact when
entering the Hungarian Communist Party. First T tried to deny
this insinuation but since it was true I admitted it to Brankov.
Brankov then made me face the dilemma of cither agreeing to
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join the Yugoslav intelligenee serviee as an agent or the Yugoslav
Military Mission would hand over the compromising material to
the Hungarian authorities concerned. At that time I could see no
other way out. I consented. With this my enrollment was completed.

The President : What tasks, in particular what espionage tasks
did Brankov entrust to you before the end of 1946, within the
sphere of the Hungarian Ministry of Foreign Affairs?

Rex : Brankov commissioned me to collect and to hand over
to him confidential material concerning the organisation of the
Ministry of Fa'rr,ign Affairs, as well as character sketches of the
leading officals of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the diplo-
matic personnel of the Hungarian Legations abroad. Further I was
to give him confidential material in general on the work of the
Ministry of Fureigﬂ Affairs, and facts about international treaties
between Hungary and foreign countries.

The President : How did you become seeretary of the Hun.
garian-Yugoslav Society? Did Brankov play any role in this?

Rex : Yes. Prior to the establishment of the society, in Sep-
tember 1945, Brankov advised me to try to aobtain the post of
secretary in the Hungarian-Yugoslav Society, this being an important
post for the Yugoslav intelligence service. Ile told me he would
back my nomination and election in every way. By methods unknown
to me Bramkov succeeded in attaining this. T was nominated and
in October 1945 I was elected secretary of the Hungarian-Yugoslav
Society. ;
The President : Do you know that the Yugoslav intelligence
organs, and among them Brankov, were utilising this Hungarian-
Yugoslav Society for spying purposes and in general for under-
mining work directed against the Hungarian state order?

Rex : Yes, 1 do. A short while after my clection Brankov
had a lengthy conversation with me on the work of the Hungarian-
Yugoslav Society and on my work. Brankov explained to me then
that the Hungarian-Yugoslav Society must by all possible means
endeavour to popularise Tito and his government with the broad
Hungarian masses and to make Tito’s person appear to the Hun-
garian masses as being not only the leader of the peoples of Yuga-
slavia but also as the man meant to be the leader of all the nations
of the Balkans. Brankov also stressed to me that the Societv
would also have to publish printed propaganda material corres-
ponding with the Yugoslav chauvinist nationalist poliey and that
performances, exhibitions eate. following the same line and with
the same content must also be arranged. As another important task,
Brankov pointed out the necessity of building up a nation-wide
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organisation ol branches of the Hungﬂrian-Yuguslav Society. As
Brankev put it, a very important role would later have 1o he played
by this network of branches with regard to the aims in Hungary
of the Yugoslav intelligence organs.

The President : Is it true that at the Hungarian Legation in
Belgrade you had stolen some documents containing Hungarian
state secrets and that you handed them over to a Yugoslav agent
by the name of Peter Dobrovich?

Rex : It is true. In 1947 I was serving at the Hungarian Lega-
tion in Belgrade as sccond seerctary of the Legation. Then I stole
from the Legation some material concerning the activity of the
Legation, and character sketches of every employee 'working at the
Legation, I stole as well confidential data of the information material
concerning Hungary’s political and economic situation which the
Hungarian Ministry of F::rrcign Affairs sent to the H ungarian chat_inﬂ
in Belgrade for their information, and 1 handed it over to Peter
Dobrovich, an official of administrative grade in the Yugoslav
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and a collaborator of the Yugoslav
intelligence service.

The President : Did you then return from Belgrade, that is
to say were you called back to Budapest?

Rex : Yes.

The President : Did you then renew your espionage connections
with Brankov? What tasks did he assign to vou and what kind of
news material did you give him at that time?

Rex ; When in February 1948 I returned from Belgrade
Brankov called me to him and renewed that connection. At that time
Brankov was alrecady First Counsellor of the Legation and at a
certain period he was temporary ehargé d’affaires. Saying that he
had very little time, Brankov connected me with Boarov whose
activities were covered by his post of press attaché of the Yugoslav
Legation. He too was an agent of the Yugﬂ.-slav iﬂtE“igEnCﬂ SErvice,
So on later occasions | gave to Boarov confidential material for
Brankov, about the work of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, ol the
activities of the state offices and some character sketches of leading
state officials.

The President : Do the People’s Judges have any questions tn
the witness? { None ). The People’s Prozecutor? { None ). The Defence?
(None). Lazar Brankov! Do you have any remarks to make?

Brankov : None.

The President : I3 it true?

Brankov : Yes. 4
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The President orders

Jdzsef Hegediis
to be conducted to the witness stand.

The President : Tell us first, since when did you co-operate
with the Yugoslav intelligence, how did they transfer you illegally
from Yugoslavia to Hungary and bow did you cover up your under-
ground activities here?

Hegediis : In 1944 1 was a soldier in the Yugoslav Army.
In November I was adjutant to the city commander in Szabadka.
That was when I was brought in as an agent of the intelligence
service by Jozsel Stumberg, a major in the OZNA. Later at the
end of January 1945 Jozsef Stumberg, Nikola Krek and I crossed
the border illegally. All three of us were in uniform. Before we
crossed the border I was given false credentials by Jozsef Stumberg,
according to which I was a correspondent of the Yugoslav paper
“Sgabad Vajdasag”.

The President ;: Among the Yugoslav intelligence agents, with
whom were you in contact in Hungary?

Hegediis : At the beginning of March, Stumberg went from
Budapest to Belgrade. At the same time the me nbers of the Military
Mission, Major Brankov and Major Javorsky, arrived in Budapest
from Debrecen. Both of them were Yugoslav intelligence officers.
I was handed over to these two by Stumberg before heleft for Belgrade.
Later, in 1946, Nikola Smiljanich, an OZNA major, arrived in Buda-
pest, and also engaped in espionage in Hungary, but he covered
l;l:]a]fur his work by being a member of the Yugoslav Military Mission,

en Javorsky put me in contact with him and later in January,
in 1948, 1 eataElished direct contact with Lazar Brankov, First
Counsellor of the Budapest Legation, and in early February. Brankov
transferred me to Zivko Boarov who was also an OZNA officer.

The President : You said that you took up connections with
Brankov also. When this conncetion with Brankov had been estab-
lished in 1948, what assignment did you get from him relating to
the work of tle Huugariu'n-Yugnslav Society? ;

Hegediis : In January 1948 I worked at the Reparations Ofice.
In the middle of January Anton Hob, who was secretary general
of the Federation of South Slavs and who was also an agent of the
OZNA in Hungary, phoned me 1o go and see him. He said that
Brankov wanted me to go and see him. Brankov instructed me
that in the interest of the Yugoslav intelligence organisations I
would have to go to the Hungarian-Yugoslav Society. And he
determined immediately what sort of work I would have to do:
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I would have to build up the espionage network of the provincial
and Budapest groups, In the middle ol February Brankov linked
me with %ivko Boarow. .

The President : Do you know anything concerning Brankov's
espionage activities in Hungary following his apparent break with
the Tito government?

Hegediis : Yes, T do.

The President : Speak about this.

Hegediis : Following this, after he had transferred me to
Boarov, [ did not meet Brankov for a few months., On November
29, 1948, when the Afth anniversary of the Yuguslav Republic
was celebrated in the Madiach Theatre, DBrankov delivered the
official address. Before he held his spceeh he warned me that he
wanted to ﬁpeuk. with me. After he had concluded his address,
a cultural programme followed. Neither 1 nor Brankov attended
the programme but we staved in the smnking room, talking for
about an hour. Brankov said that his statement which had appeared
in the Hungarian papers, and according to which he had broken
with Tito and his government, was only feigned, he would stand
by Tito and his government in the future too, and he asked
that I should continue collecting espionage data for him. Then I
met Brankov on three other occasions at the headquarters of the
Hungarian-Yugoslav Society where DBrankov displayed interest in
the work of the Society. 1 informed him. In January 1949 I fell
seriously ill and since that time I have not met Braonkov. I have
not seen him since.

The President : Don’t vou know anything else?

Hegediis : No, I don’t.

The President : Do the People’s Judges have any questions ?
{None). The People’s Prosecutor? {None). The Countel for the
Defence? (None). Lazar Brankov! Do you have any remarks?

Brankov : | have none.

The President : Docs the testimony of the witness correspond
to the truth?
Brankov : Yes.

Dr. Péter Janké, the President of the Court orders a brief recess.
After the recess the trial continues with the exaimination of

Liubitsa Hribar.

The President : Answer the question, how did Javorsky and
Catinovich draw you in for espionage activity against Hungary?
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Hribar : T had known Rudolf Calinovich since the war and
I was good friends with him. Both of us lived here as refugees.
I got to know Javorsky in 1945, After the war I went to the Yugo-
slav Military Mission because of the registration. On this oceasion
Javorsky received me and questioned me in detail under what
circumstances I lived, how I lived, what my connections were and
he asked me whether | intended to return to Yugoslavia. 1 said
that | would not go to Yugoslavia because [ wanted to live in Hun-
gary. Some time later I again visited the Mission [or a certificate
to be allowed to live here, Javorsky questioned me again about
my acquaintances and then he declared that I as a Yugoslav citizen
living in Hungary was obliged to help the Yugoslav government
in everything. He said that they knew that 1 had a wide circle of
acquaintances in the aristocracy and in the church and that these
people were very interesting, thercfore my duty was to try to find
out how they felt about the Yugoslav and the Hungarian govern-
ments, what their political views and their connections were, and
should report all this to him in detail. In this way Javorsky called
upon me to work secretly for the intelligence service. Cafinovich
also spent much time with me for this purpose, taking advantage
of our old friendship. When they saw that their polite attempts
failed, they started to threaten me. In the summer of 1947 Cafinovich
called me up in the Szent Istvin hospital, saying that he absolutely
had to spgnk with me, When 1 met him at the agreed time, he showed
me a Yugoslav newspaper in which they had written that my
brother in Yugoslavia had been arrested as a member of a con-
spiraey against the government. Calinovich declared that if 1 were
not willing to be helpful and work for the UDB, my brother
would be sentenced to death. He also declared that he knew very well
how fond I was of my family and therefore he had already reported
my consent to Belgrade. I did not answer anything, and he took
my silence for consent. This is how [ came in contact with the
Yugoslav intelligence.

The President : Finally, how did they deprive you of your
liberty, how did they arrest you and take you into custody in the
building of the Yugoslav Legation? Talk about this.

. Hribar : In December 1947 Cainovich sent me to the Yugo-
slav Conmsulate, taking advantage of a pending visa application of
mine. When I arrived, Consul Smiljanich received me and declared
that I would not get anything like a visa, for I wanted to go to
Vienna not to visit my daughter living there but because I did not
want to work for them and wanted to get away. Then they arrested
me and held me in custody for two days there in the building.
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The President : Following this they took you across the Hun-
garian-Yugoslav frontier. Then they brought vou back. Talk about
this, how it happened.

Hribar : After this, two days later, in the evening two emplo-
yees of the Legation brought me down and forced me to get into
a car. They warned me not to cause any disturbance. Another
civilian, unknown to me, and the chauffeur named Nikolaj got into
the car and we started towards the frontier. At that time
I was not aware of where we were poing. A little before the
frontier we stopped. They said I had to get out and took me over
to the other side. There, in Yugoslav territory, a completely closed
truck was already waiting. They made me get in and 1 was guarded
there by soldiers. In a short while they brought inte the car three
men whose hands and eyes were bandaged and bound. Then the
truck started again. In a few hours we arrived in the yard of a
building. Before I could get out my eyes, too, were bound and
they took me into a gaol and there my eyes were un bound.

The President : How were you then held in eustody in Belgrade
at the UDBY Who examined you, on what did they question you
and hnally what was demanded of yon?

Hribar : 1 was kept there from about December 15, until
January 5, 1948, then BlaZich, Javorsky and an unknown UDB
officer inquired of me about Mr. Pettitt, British Consul General
in Budapest and about my connections with the British Legation,
Then they instructed me that I must do intelligence work in Hun-
gary against the Hungarian government and at the same time they
wanted me to act as liaison between the Yugoslav and British
intelligence agents. When I did not want to give my consent, they
threatened that 1, teo, wuuld be liquidated. After this they
made me sign a statement in which I bound myself to work for the
Yugoslav UDRB,

The President : And when you signed this?

Hribar : When I signed this, in about an heur they took me
out of the gaol and put me into a car. Then we stopped again at
a street corner and Cafinovich got into the car, and then we went
apain to the fronticr. At the frontier the driver called Nikolaj
stepped out with three passports, arranged the matter of the pass-
ports, and then they took me to Budapest almost to my house
where they set me free.

Then

iiukn Boarowv,

a former employee of the Yugoslav Legation was examined by the
People’s Court.
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The President : To begin with, speak of the role you had among
the Yugoslav intelligence agents in Hungary.

Boarov : 1 was one of the associates in Hungary of the Yugo-
alav intelligence urgaﬂi&ntiuu, I covered up for these activities by
my appointment as press attaché at the Yugoslav Legation.

The President : Do you know what part Lazar Brankev had
in the so-called intelligence organization and with what diplomatic
appointment he covered up for this activity?

Boarov : eBrankov was an associate of the Yugoslav intelli-
gence service in Hungary until 1947 ; from 1947 on he was the
chief representative ot the UDB, the Yugoslav intelligence service.
He covered up for this role first as a member of the Yugoslav Military
Mission, later as its head, and then in 1947 when the Mission was
transformed intothe Legation as the First Counsellor of the Legation.

The President ; During the years 1947 and 1948 what intelli-
gence, espionage, assignments did you get from Brankov?

Boarvr : With regard to mywork, Brankov instructed me in 1947
to popularise Tito’s persun and policy in Hungary and then to
direct the work of the Hungarian-&rugualav Society according to
the intercsts of Yugoslav poliey, to direct in the same way the
magazine of the Hungarian-Yugoslav Society, the “Déli Csillag”.
Then he instructed me that I should also direct the publication of
the Democratic Federation of the South Slavs of Iungary, the
“Nasze Novine” also according to the interests of Yugoslav poliey.
Similarly he instructed me to build up a network in various cultural
and social organisations, in the press departments of the various
Ministries, in the editorial and publishing offices, in the Association
of Writers and Journalists, ete. He instructed me to obtain data
through this network on the political and economic conditions in
Hungary.

The President ;: Now relate what assignments you got in 1948
from Brankov in the interests of which you had to spread certain
propaganda material illegally brought over from Yugoslavia.

Boarov : In 1948, after the appearance of the resolution of
the Information Bureau, Brankov sent an employee of the Yugo-
slav Legation, Lazar Torbica, to Yugoslavia who brought illegal
press material from there to Hungary. This material first of all
incited people against the resolution of the Information Bureau.
Brankov instructed me to distribute this propaganda material by
pust to the leaders of various sociul orgunisations and the Ministries.
We had similar propaganda material brought in which we distributed
similarly.
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The President : You killed MiloS Moich, Tell us what part
Brankov had in this murder. From whom did Brankov get instrue-
tions for the execution of this murder and finally, in connection
with this, who handed you the weapon which you used to carry
out the murder, to whom did this weapon belong?

Boarov : In 1948, after the publication of the resolution of
the Information Bureau, BlaZfich told Brankov once in my
resence that one of our agents who worked in the Democratic
ederation of the South Slavs of Hungary, Miloi Moich, identified
himsclfl with the resolution of the Infurmation Bureau and wanted
to come out openly in the Hungarian press against Tito and his
companions and wanted to expose the Yugoslav diplomats operating
in Budapest as Yugoslav spies, In connection with this Brankov
said that in the Moich case he had reported to Belgrade and from
there had received an answer from Rankovich aeccording to
which Tito’s instruetions were to put Moich across to Yugoslavia,
and if we were not able to do this, to liquidate him physically.
In connection with this, Brankov tramsmitted to me instructions
to earry out this task. He stated that as aSerb I was closest to Moich
ani so I had the best chance of succeeding in this.

I did not want to undertake this assignment, I refused it.
Then Brankov and BlaZich conducted me to Minister Mrazovich,
to whom they explained that I did not want to undertake to carry
out this assignment. Then Mrazovich repeated the assigpnment, the
instructions for which had come [rom Belgrade, and when he ordered
me to carry it out I did not dare refuse. Then Mrazovich handed
me his revolver for carrying out the assignment.

Then I went to Moich’s flat on the evening of July 10, and
having made sure that he was alone I went up to him and the two
of us talked for a long time. I tried to convimce him to give
up his original intention, I tried to take him along with me to the
Legation that he should speak there with Brankow. I thought that
from there we could put him across the frontier. At first I could
not make myself use the weapon to kill him. But Moich refused
everything. He refused to give up bhis original intention and
go with me to the Legation. Then I started to threaten him, saying
that he was playing with his head, at which a quarrel developed
and a scuffle ensued. In the heat of the scuffle I lost my head and
I shot him with Mrazovich’s revolver. As a result of this he died.
Then I went to the Legation and reported the case to Drankov, as
Minister Mrazovich had already left the country,

The President : Does Lazar Brankov have any remarks?
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Brankov : Yes, I have.

The President : Go ahead.

Brankev : 1 would like to supplement Boaruov's statement
with what I have already said. It was approximately as he said
it, but there are divergences between our statcments. When the
instructions came from Rankovich, from Tito, I opposed the
murder of Moich, and we, BlaZich and I, turned to Minister
Mrazovich to have the Minister decide in this matter. When Mrazovich
found out what it was all about — he had already been
informed of the whole thing — he said that Tito's and Rankovich's
instructions were sacred for us and we must carry them out. If [
were opposed or hesitatihg in this we would get his own revolver
for this purpose. He was angry with me because I opposed this. Then
he turned to BlaZich and told him to organise and carry out Ranko-
vich’s instructions. BlaZich and I left the room. Then BlaZich said
that he considered Boarov the most suitable for this purpose and
that he would talk it over with him. Apparently Boarov refused
this right away, he did not want to do this. Then he came to see
me to find out whether these were really Rankovich’s and Tite’s
instructions. I =aid, yes, such instructions did come and according
to these instructions BlaZich recommended him to carry this out.
Boarov zaid again that he was not willing to carry this out, that
he wanted to turn to the Minister in this case. All three of us
went to the Minister again and then the conversation in the Minister’s
room took place in the manner related by Boarov.

The President + Was it there that Mrazovich handed owver
his revolver?

Brankov : Then Mrazovich handed him his reveolver there.

The President : In the presence of both of you ?

Brankov : Yes,

The President : There is no great divergence between your two
stories. (Turning to Boarov). Is it true that he opposed physical
liguidation or do you maintain your testimomy?

Boarov : I maintain it.

The President : In fact, he did not oppose it ; Brankov did not
oppose it either.

Boarov : No.

The President : Say it to his face that he did not oppose it
either!

Boarov (Turning to Brankoev): You did not.

Erankov : I did oppose it.

The President : The confrontation was unsuccessful. 5it down,
Brankov. { Brankov goes to his place.)
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The Presideni : After this is there no further question from the
People’s Prosecutor? ( None) I repeat this question to the People’s
Judges, to the People’s Prosecutor and to the Defence. { No questions ).

Examination of
ITvedn Flldi

The President (to Fildi) ;: Relate what you know of the cspio-
page conmections maintained with the American and Yugoslav
intelligence organisation, actual espionage activities and other
destruetive work against the Hungarian state order committed b}'
the accused Tibor Szényi?

Fildi : 1 know of the espionage and other harmful activities
carried on by Tibor Szényi and his group at the orders of the American
and Yugoslav intelligence services because I was a member of
Tibor Szdnyi's espionage group in Switzerland in the years 1943
and 1944, Later, in the years 1945 and 1946 1 worked as courier
hetween Szényi's espionage group in Hungary and the organisations
of the Amcrican and Yugoslav intelligence services in Switzerland.
From 1947 until as long as May 1949 I carried out harmful activities
in Hungary against government interests, on Szénvi's instructions,
At the end of 12 in Ziirich, Switzerland, Tibor Szdnyi organised
a group from among politically vacillating Hungarian emigrés, which
he headed. 1,too, became a member of this group which operated
within the framework of the Hungarian National Independence
Front. In the spring of 1944, in Geneva, Tibor Szényi established
personal contact with Noel Field, a member of the American intelli-
gence, who was known as the European manager of the Unitarian
Service Committee, an American relief agency. Field, with Szdnyi
as intermediary, infected our group with a hostile ideology and thereby
greatly prepared it to be ready later to serve the Americans. I was
informed about Szinyi’s talk with Field in the summer of 1944 in
Ziirich from Szényi himself, In September 1944, Szényi came into
contact with Allan Dulles, the Furopcan head of the American
strategic intellizence service, on the initiative and with the active
co-operation of MiSa Lompar, the head of the Yugoslav spy ring
in Switzerland, in Berne. Dulles was known as an employee of the
American Legation in Berne. He brought in Tibor gzﬁn}'i as an
agent of the American intelligence service. | was informed of Szinyi's
conference with Dulles from one of the members of our espionage
g‘oupj Gyirgy Demeter, who had taken part in this conference.

n Dulles’s orders, Tibor Szénvi organised the members of his group
— Ferenc Vigi, Gyirgy Demeter, Mrs. Gyorgy Demeter, Andris
Kalmén. Janos Dobé, Gyula Kuti, Gvorgy Hodos. Péter Balabén
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and myself by name — in the summer of 1944, or in the late autumn,
for espionage and destructive work in the interests of the American
intelligence service. In the first three months of 1945 Tibor Szdnyi
organised and carried out, on Dulles’s orders, the putting across of
a part of his cspionage group te Hungary, a country in the rear of
the Red Army, with the purpose that this espionage group should
carry on espionage and wrecking work in Hungary. Szényi left
the rest of the members of his espionage group, with whose
leadership he entrusted me, in Switzerland and left us the instructions,
partly to keep up the connections between Szinyi’s espionage group
in Hungary and the American and Yugoslav espionage organisations
in Switzerlund, partly to continue harmful activities in Switzerland
against the interests of the Hungarian Government. From the time
that Szényi arrived in Hungary with his espionage group in March
1945, he carried out in practice the assignments given to him by
the American and Yugoslav intelligence — espionage and wrecking.

The President : Now tell us how and with what assignments
Tibor Szényi’s group arrived here in Hungary?

Foldi ;: When Allan Dulles, in the autumn of 19044 entrusted
Szdnyi with the organisation and ecarrying-out of the job of puttlng
his spy ring across the border to Hungar}r, he at the same time
instructed Szényi to begin his espionage and harmful activities
against the interests of the Hungarian Government, starting with
the time after his spy ring had arrived on Hungarian territory,
liberated by the Red Army; to sabotage the plans for the
people’s economy and in general to do a job of wrecking and die-
organisation in every field of state and economie life. With this
the American intelligence had as its purpose that we should over-
throw the people’s democratic state order that was already formed
and its lawful government, and that we should set in its stead a
bourgeois regime and bourgeois government, and thercby make
the country a member of the warlike imperialist bloc led by the
United States,

Tibor Szdnyi organised the eending of his espionage group
to Hungary in two parts, The first detachment was sent to Hungary
lllegall}', between January and March 1945, with the combined
assistance of the American and Yugoslav mlc]hg{*nﬂc services, The
leader of this group was Tibor S26nyi, its members were Ferene Vigi,
Andris Kilmin, Gybrgy Demeter, Janos Dobd and Gyula Kuti
The second detachment of the spy group, of which I was the leader,
returned legally to Hungary in 1946, Considering that in Switzer-
land I, woo, had participated in the preparations for sending
Sziinyi's detachment to Hungary, 1 knew of the American and
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Yu.gus!nv intelligence services’ co-operation in transporting this BpY
group back to Hungary. ThusI am aware that Nuel Ficld, an American
8py, was the one who -organised the Szényi groups’ illegal crossing
of the Swiss-French frontier as well as their further journey to
Marseillre, and that he had aided this move with the sum of four
thousand Swiss francs.

The President : After their return to Hungary what spying
activities did Tibor Sz8nyi and his group carry out in the services
of the American and Yugoslav intelligence organs?

Fild: : Aceording toinstructions from Tibor Szényi [ stayed in
Switzerland from Janua_r}f 1945 until February 1947, running a
courier service between his detachment and the American and
Yugoslav intelligence service organs in Swilzerland. During this
time, I regularly conveyed to Field and, through his intermediary
to Dulles, reports from Tibor Szdnyi and Ferenc Vigi, another
member of his group, After the Liberation, I came to Hungary for
the first time in October 1945 and stayed here for about two months,
Durivg this time I spoke about ten times with Szényi whe in the
course of these talks gave me information of a confidential nature
with regard to the country’s home policy and econcmy, which 1 was
to forward after my return to Geneva, in Switzerland, to the Ameri-
can spy Noel Field. At the same time, before my departure, Szényi
also gave me an espionage report in writing for Field, which in the
first place contained data on economic questions, mainly the achie-
vements of reconstruction, the level of indastrial and agricultural
produetion, certain gquestions of the inflation and some more problems.

In Wovember 1943, a secret conference was held in Ezﬁnyi’s
Budapest flat where, besides Szdényi and myself, another member
of our spy group, Ferenc Vigi, was also present. At this conference
Szinyi advised Vigi to forward the information material concerning
the country’s political and economic life, through special couriers
and Yugoslav spies to my address in Geneva, so that [ could hand
it over to Field and through him to Dulles, From this time
until August 1946, 1 regularly reveived espionage reports from
Vigi which I conveyed to Field and through him to Dulles in
Switzerland. In December 1945, I returned from Hungary to Switzer-
land, and a few weeks later, I visited the American EpY MNoel Field
in his office at No. 39 Quai Wilson in Geneva. | handed over to him
the spy reports I brought along. From Switzerland I returned again
to Budapest in May, 1946. I handed over to Szényi a letter of Field
in a sealed envelope which I brought with me. Szinyi told me that
those members of our spy group who were still in Switzerland were
to return to Hungarv soon, and in connection with this he advised
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me to discuss with Field means for the further maintenance of spying
connections. I returned to Switzerland in June 1946. In Gepeva
I called on Field in his office, and gave him Szényi’s message, asking
him to orgamise the further maintenance of spying connections
since I and the other members of our spy group in Switzerland
were to return to Hungary. Field promised this. At the same
time, in a sealed e¢nvelope, I gave him the letter of Tibor Szémyi
as well as a written espionage report alzo from Tibor Szdnyi, deuli.tlg
with the home political situation of the country. In September 1946,
I again came to Budapest. I called on Szény: and informed him of
Field's promise to find new pnssibi]itiea for the further maintenance
of the spy connections between himself and Szényi, of which he
would inform Szényi. That time, Szényi gave us the adviee that all
members of our spy group in Switzerland should return to Hungary
without any further delay. Besides me there were also other
members of our spy group who forwarded espionage reports from
Szényi to Field. Thus I know that Ferenc Vigi and Mrs. Gybrgy
Demeter went to Switzerland in August 1945, where on Szdnyi's
orders they remitted spy reports to Field. In March 1946, Ferene
Yagi went from Hungary to Switzerland to hand over an espionage
report to the American intelligence service there.

The President : Now tell us through which channels the spv
reports were sent, in general?

Foldi : As T mentioned in my statement, on the occasion of
my several trips to Hungary T conveyed a part of the spy reports.

The President ;: Besides this?

Faldi : The bulk of the spy reports, however, was forwarded
from Hungary to Switzerland through the intermediary of Yugoslav
spies, through Yugoslav spies who were placed in the Yugoslav
diplematic missions and other Yugoslav state organs. The channel
through which the =py reports were forwarded from Budapest to
Geneva, was as follows: Colonel Cicmil, head of the Yugoslav
Military Mission in Budapest — Major Kalafatich, responsible mem-
ber of the OZNA Yugoslav intelligence service, Belgrade — Lati-
novich, Yugeslav consul and, at the same time, Yugoslav spy in
Mareeilles — and finally Mihajlo Lompar, head in Switzerland of the
Yugoslav intelligence service and, at the same time, high ranking
consular officer in Genpeva. From him, I received the espionage
reports, forwarding them to the American agent Field and through
him to Dulles,

The President : Now tell us what you know of the connections
between, and the commaon intelligence work of, the American and
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Yugoslav intellizence organisations and of their common subversive
work in general aimed against the Hungarian state order in the
period subscquent to tle Liberation?

Faldi : My knowledge of the close co-operation and connections
of the American and Yugoslav intelligence services originates from
the conversations I had in Switzerland with Noel Field, a member of
the American intelligence service, as well as with the Yugoslav spies
Mifa Lompar and Grete Confino. My knowledge is further based
on the fact that in the years 1945-46, under the common direction
of the American and Yugoslav spy organisations, I, too, was perfor-
ming spy work for them. Even during the war the Yugoslav spy
Lompar was the one who established contact between our spy group
and the organs of the American intelligenee service. In co-operation
with the American intelligence service the Yugoslav spies have
also had an important, and even decisive, role in putting our spy
group into Hungary. In view of my participation in the preparation
of this, I had knowledge that in addition to the aid rendered by Noel
Field and the American Intelligence Service G2., the Yugoslav
spies and the Yugoslav intelligence service were those who had
assisted our group.

Mi3a Lompar was the one who at the beginning of January 1945
gave to Tibor Szboyi two letters of introduction. One was addressed
to Latinovich, Yugoslav Consul in Marseilles, the other one to the
Belgrade centre of the OZNA, the Yugoslav intelligence service. Lati-
novich, the Yugoslav spy was the one who had established conneec-
tion in Marseilles between our spy group and the American intelli-
gence organ GZ2. He was also the one who provided accommeodation
and food for the members of our spy group and who provided Szényi
with a letter of introduction addressed to the head of the Yugoslav
Military Mission in Bari. After their arrival in Belgrade, the OZNA
rendered far-reaching assistance to the spy group of Tibor Szényi.
Tl:u:y were not only provided with food and accommodation, but also
a car was made available to them in which, after illegally crossing
the Yugoslav-Hungarian border, they proceeded to Szeged which
was liberated by the Red Army. This journey was organised by
Major Kalafatich, a member of the OZNA.

At the beginning of 1945, the Yugoslav state appointed Misa
Lompar Consul in Ziirich. Not much later however, in the summer
of 1945, he was transferred to the Consulate in Geneva — as | know
from him — in order to enable him to maintain close connections
with the American agent, Field whose office, as already mentioned, was
in Geneva. At the beginning of 1946, in the course of their nego-
tiations with me, Field as well as Lompar had mentioned that they
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were maintaining close connections with one another. In a convers
sation in August 1946, Field even told me that his correspondence
with his agents abroad was forwarded by the official couriers of the
Yugoslav diplomatic service, just as his connections with the two
groups of Szényi were also handled through these channels in the
main.

Finally, I wish to mention that in April 1946, according to
instructions from Tibor Szényi, I established contact with the Yugo-
alav agent Grete Confino in order to interchange information with
regard to Yugoslav and Hungarian citizens living in Switzerland.
The Yugoslav agent Grete Confino told me, and in the course of my
connections with her 1 found myself, that the Yugoslav intelligence
service had maintained a large-scale spying network in Switzerland,
and that this network was connected Lo the American spying network
through the intermediary of MiSa Lompar.

The President : Now follows the hearing of
Dy. Andrds Kdlmdn

Dr. Andris Kélmén, tell us, what do you know of the accused
Tibor Szényi's spy connections with the American and Yugoslav
intelligence service organs, and of his undermining work aimed
against the Hungarian state order, and of his spying activities?

Kilmin : The group organised at the end of 1942, and led by
Szényi, consisted of Hungarian refugees with rather confused poli-
tical attitudes. This group assumed the name of the Swiss Organi-
sation of the Hungarian National Independence Front. Later,
some other Hungarians living in Geneva and Ziirich also joined
this group, and in the end the group consisted of the following
members : Tibor Szényi, Ferenc Vigi, Gyorgy Demeter and his
wife, Janos Dobé, Gyula Kuti, Gydrgy Hédos, Péter Balabén, Gybrgy
Somlé and myself. At the beginning of 1944, Tibor Szényi entered
into contact with Nuel Field in Geneva, who wasa member of the
Office of Strategic Services of the United States and who covered
this activity with his function as general manager of the American
aid organisation, the Unitarian Service Committee. The European
head of this American Office of Strategic Services was, Allan Duiles,
who during the war lived in Berne. He covered his intelligence work
under the disguise of being an American Legation employee in
Switzerland. Field had made {inancial aid available to refugees of my
acquaintance, thus attaching them closely to himself. Field also
provided Tibor Szényi with regular financial assistance and in this
way he succeeded in getting Szdnyi to fulfill the wish expressed by
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him, that is, ideologically to prepare the members of his group to
serve the American intelligence service, during the war and after
the war,

At the same time, at the beginning of 1944, Tibor Szényi
made intelligence contacts with a Yugoslav called Mida Lompar, who
was the Yugoslav intelligence service representative in Switzerland.
I knew that Lompar was in close contact with Allan Dulles and was
fullilling intelligence commissions for him, T could also convince
myself of this at first hand, when Lompar proposed to Tibor Szényi
that he would put him also in touch with Dulles. The suggestion
was discussed by the leadership of our group — of which I tov was
a member — by Szinyi and Ferenc Vagi and another member of
our group. The leadership of our group entrusted Szdnyi with discus-
sing this with Dulles. Szényi prepared a memorandum for Dulles in
which he expressed his readiness, as well as that of the group, to render
services to the United States after the war on returning to Hungary.
In the autumn of 1944 Szionyi met Dullesin Berne a number of times.

On orders from Dulles, Szényi began preparations for the
return home. Five members of the group had to travel with him,
that is Ferenc Vagi, Gybrgy Demeter, Jinos Dobé, Gyula Kuti
and I, The other members of the group had te remain in Switzerland
under the leadership of Ivan Foldi, so that they could make sure of
the contact between Szonyi and Allan Dulles through Field, after
Szényi had returned home. Important help was rendered by the
Yugoslav authorities and the Yugoslav intelligence serviee in
connéction with the journey home. This happened on the instructions
of Dulles. It meant that Mihajlo Lompar made sure that the six
members of the returning group were supplied with forged Yugoslav
documents. Lompar instrueted the Yugoslav consul in Geneva to
supply them. I was the one who received these documents sec-
retively at the flat of the comsul. These documents stated that
we belonged to the Yugoslav army, that we were travelling to
Yugoslavia as a relief mission, and our places of birth were given
in the Hungarian area of Yugoeslavia, In addition Lompar gave
us two letters of introduction, onc addressed to the Yugoslav
consul in Marseilles, Latinovich, whom he said that we could antirel)'
trust, and the other addressed to the DZNA, 1the Yugoslav intelli-
gence service in Belgrade. We crossed the Swiss-French frontier
illegally at the beginning of 1945, This was made possible by the
help of Noel Field who gave our group 4000 Swiss franes before our
departure. When we arrived in Marseilles we called on Latinovich
who was consul there. After he had read Lompar’s letter he gave us
a friendly reception and told us that the ship, with which we should
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have travelled, had left Marseilles a few days before, so there was no
alternative but for us to travel by aeroplane. He told us, however,
that we would need the permission of the American espionage organisa-
tion called G 2. He immediately wrote an official letter to the G 2.
bureau in Marseilles in which he asked that this permission be given.
He gave this letter to Szdnyi and in this way put Szényi in touch with
G 2, burcau. & 2. gave permission for this journey at the beginning
of March 1945, and provided an American military plane for our
group which took us first to Naples, and there, with further per-
mission from G 2, we were given another plane which took us to
Belgrade. Latinovich also gave us a letter of introduction addressed
to the Yugoslav missionin %ar‘i because he thought that we would be
travelling via Bari, but we did not stop in Bari. As we arrived in
Belgrade we were taken directly from the aerodrome to the OZNA
building. Szényi handed over the two letters which he was given by
Lompar and Latinovich to the Yugoslav OZNA officer who received
us, and who, on the basis of these letters, considered our case in
order. The next day Nikolaj Kalafatich, an OZNA major, arrived
at our hotel. He told us that our stay in Belgrade and our crossing of
the Hungarian frontier would be the responsibility of the OZNA, and
the OZNA would take care of this, He then pointed out that we should
keep our identity secret in Belgrade, and especially the fact that we
were Hungarians. Later he retired with Tibor Szényi for a lengl:hy
confidential talk. About this talk Szényi told us later that they spoke
of the compeosition of our group and there was some talk about
its comtacts. Two days later, before we started on our jomrney to
Hungary, Kalafatich visited us again and told us of his willingness
to assist in forwarding our reports to be sent to the American
intelligence organisation in Switzerland, if we handed over these
intelligence reports to the head of the Yugoslav military mission in
Hungary, Col. Cicmil. We crossed the Hungarian frontier in an OZNA
car, and the OZNA oflicer who accomp aniedus made sure that no delays
should occur at the frontier. As we arrived in Szeged we destroyed
the Yugoslav documents on Szfinyi's instructions and it. was then
that Szdnyi told us about the precize instructions from Dulles,
He said that the members of the group would have to get into the
most important posts in the Hungarian economic and state appa-
ratus. We had to carry out damaging, wrecking work, against Hunga-
rian demoeracy and collect intelligenee information. And our group
had to maintain its intelligence contacts with the Yugoslav and the
American intelligence services. Until the group was arrested, Szényi
did in fact carry out these tasks, making use of the members of our
group.
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The President : How did they carry out this intelligence work
assigned to them and the wreeking activities in general?

Kilmén : Our group held illegal meetin o5 regularly from 1945

onwards to the beginning of 1947, partly in Szényi's, [J;u'tljf at the
Demeters” and in my (lat. At theze meetings Exﬁn}rfgavﬂ the members
of the group — who had heen placed in various important posts by
him — their instructions on how to carry out wrecking activities,
In addition T also spoke to him more than onee ig his oifice when he
gave me instructions on how to sabotage the rovernment measures in
the Ministry of Public Welfare, where he had pliced me in a leading
post, how I should create distrust of the heads of the ministry
and how I should collect iutenigrnﬂﬁ information. T carriead out
these instructions from Szényi. Shortly after vur arrival T also took
part in the preparation of twointelligence reports ahout the Hunga-
rian domestic political situation, which I passed un 1o Colonel Cicmil.
About the final aim of the activities with which he had been ent-
rusted by the Yuguslav and the American iutf.‘"igcnce services,
Szdnyi told me thut this was the overthrow of the Hungarian people’s
democratic government and the establishment of 4 UDB system in
Hungary which wanld follow the poliey of the United States and the
Tito government.

The President : Has Tibor Ezﬂil}'i any olservations?

Szdnyi : 1 have none.

The President : Is what he has said correct?

Szonyi : Yes.

The examination of
Miklos Reti

fellowws

The President : What position and rank did you have in the
Pées [.lulilical police in Horthy's time?

Rén ; In the capacity of deteetive insprelor, I was the leader
of the political department of the Pécs police.

The President : Do you remember through this position of
yours how the accused Andrias Szalai who 1= sitbing just behind
you . . .(Hét turns back, Szalei stands up.)

Réti : Yes, 1 recognise him. )

The President : ... was organi=cd hy ihe political I'“l"'_““- and
what reports he gave to the political poliee about the revolutiouary
workers' movement?



Ré&i : This was preceded by the investigation of a case in
the summer of 1933, This case was a communist conspir . .. — that
is, organisation. This organisation took place in May, 1933, it was
exposed b}- the investigation sub-department of the gendarmerie
in Pécs arresting its members, and alter a week the poliee also entered
into the investigation under the restriction that we would invest;igata
the smaller details. He was presented to me as a suspect of lesser
importance. In the course of this hearing he voluntarily exposed,
exactly, in full detail, the whaole complex of the organisation, its
whaole material, all personal details. This members helped us greatly
to discover the whole vrganisation. At that time the court rewarded
his attitude by not giving him an actual sentence, but merely binding
him over for a year. This was what happened, this was the way
I became acquainted with him. The mcmbers of the organisation
were severely puuisht:d h}r the court., Alter the sentence, 1 told
Szalai that he should call upon me from time to time in my office
and that he should report to me on his behaviour, Then he replied :
“You should not worry about me, because [ am already fed up with
communism, and [ have turned 1o a more sober bourgeois mentality.™
Tao prove that this was his standpoint he voluntarily offered to
serve as an informer, on his own acecount. In my capacity as a police-
man, I could not refuse this, [ aceepted it.

The President : What reports did he later make on the basis
of this?

Réti : Two months after the sentence, he reported two or three
times that some of his acquainlances wanted to renew, to revive
the organisation. For this purpose they met on excursions in the
Mecsek, they had talks there, they discussed the orgamisation of
illegal cells and also the spreading of leaflets. I saw at once from
the names he mentioned that he told the truth,because these people
had previously been in conmection with the organisation. &’a
immediately started to watch the people but it was pot successful,
because the suspects got wind of it and completely ended the orga-
nisation. At any rate, the result of this denunciation was that since
the organisation which took place in 1933, there could not and
did not take place any communist erganisation in Pécs until the
Liberation.

The President : What happened in the Sophiana factory?

Réti : Szalai came to my office in the spring of 1935, he called
upon me, and on the basis of nur prévious contact reported to me that
the workers of the Sophiana factory were preparing for a wages strike.
At the sume time he communicated 1o me the names of those leading
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workers who incited, instigated the others to strike.
this report to me on two other occasiuns, ton, As ar
we, the palice, called the attention of the management of the factory
to this, The management of the factory threatened the workers,
The wurkers shrank back, they did not dare to strike. the strike
did not take place, and so they did not succeed in gﬂ“in‘g the wages
they had claimed. These are the two denunciations that he carried
out at that time for the police.

The President : Don’t you know anything more?

Réri : I don’t know about anything more . .,

He repeated
esult of this,

After this, the President examined

Lajons Lindenberg

The President : What was your official appointment during
the years 1043-447

Li:}qertberg; I was the commander of the Satoraljatijhely
prison of the chief-of-staff of the army, with the rank of a licute-
nant of the reserve.

The President : I am sure you can speak louder, obviously
you did pnot speak so quictly in the prison! What was the conse-
quence for the political prisoners of the fact that Andras Szalai
informed there about some plan of escape? Do you remember that?

Lindenberg : Yes.

The President : Then speak about that.

Lindenberg : Andras Szalai reported first in January 1944 that
the Serbian political prisoners were whispering among themselves,
and speaking about some plan of escape. Andris Szalai repeated this
report in a more concrcte form in February, 1944, when he
already spoke of a break-out and escape, and quoted by name the
organisers of the break-out. The break-out teok place on March 21,
1944, in such a way that the Serbian political prizoners attacked
and disarmed the warders and forced the gates. But only a quarter
of the sentenced prizoners who were pmpuring to cscape succeeded
in getting out through the forced gates. because the troops of the
pioneer formations who had heen ordered to be fully prepared by
Lieutenant-colonel of the Military Court Dr. Jizsel Babos, und who
were prepared, arrived unexpectedly at the prison, and, detaining a
large number of the prizoners preparing t3 break out, they pushed thﬂﬂ:'_l
back into their cells. After that they started to f:at.nll the 75
prisoners who were already outside the gates and, pursuing them,
they massacred 54 prisoners. They caught 21. These 21 they brought
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back to the prison, and in the meantime, on March 26, the court
martial of the military court arrived and ordered 11 of these 21
to be executed.

After this the Court examined
Gyidrgyl Viindori,
a language teacher.

The President : Speak about the tasks vou got frum Pal Justus,
which were directed against the state.

Vindori : T was instructed by Justus directly before the unifi-
cation of the two workers’ parties in 1948, to organise an illegal group
with the aim that he should be able to continue the Trotskyist
cadres education which he had started previously in the study

ups and colleges within the Social Democratic Party. Another
task of this illegal group was that every member of the group should
DIEE.I]i.HJE ﬂﬂﬂthﬂl’ new .i_uEEH.I. g['ﬂllp. _]Iuﬁl.ll.‘i Hlﬂd-l: me 'PE'I.'ED[I,EH}"
responsible for the secret nature of this group, and I was also respon-
s;hE: for passing his instructions to the illegal group when he could
not for some reason be present at these meetings. With Justus we
made a list of the participants in the group, and I organised the
roup which included about 20 people on his behalf. In addition,
;sfustua instructed me that I should spread his views directed against
the present regime mot only within the illegal group, but I should
communicate them also to those former social democrats of whom
I knew that they were Trotskyist minded.

At that time Justus, who was a member of the Central
Committee of the Hungarian Working People’s Party, more than
once delivered reports about foreign and domestic policy for the
illegal group, at the illegal meetings. In these reports he spoke
with hatred about the Hungarian people’s democracy and he taught
his audience that the Hungarian people’s democracy does not
progress on the way to socialism, and therefore the regime should
be hated and, one should fight against the regime. He took up a
position opposed to the Government's policy, he slandered the
members of the Government and attacked especially the [oreign
policy of the Government, because of its orientation towards the
Soviet Union. At the time of the examination of the membership,
Justus instructed the members of this illegal group through me,
that they should hehave hefore the supervision eommittees as=
though they entirelv agreed with the poliey of the Government
and the Party, in order that we should not be expelled from the Party.
On this Justus gave it as his opinion that we should follow a policy
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of duplicity in our fight against the regime. This duplicity is also
proved in what he has said about his own articles praising the regime,
that these articles were only tools for him, the tools of duplicity in the
course of our illegal fight against the regime.

This illegal group which was estublished by Justus worked
from the spring of 1948, until May, 1949, [t hecame more and more
obvious from the autumn of 1948 that Justus was preparing to
fight actively against the regime. His opinion was that we should
look for assistance and allies for our fight against the regime, in the
ranks of the western countries and Tito's #’ugnslavia. He went on
educating the illegal group in this spirit.

I communicated these opinions of Justus to the illegal group
on his behall, and to all those whom I knew agreed with his
views,

The President : Yes. Come here, nearer. Do you recognise in
these papers your diary written in your ewn hand ? Yes?

Vandori (steps to the judge's stand and looks at the writing
shown to her) : Yes, I recognise them.

The President : In these diaries there is written — do you
remember — on October 3, 1948, 1 quote only one of these inte-
resting sentences: “It is not worth while taking part in the
dictatorship, resistance at home should be strengthened”. Then,
on October 10, 1948, it is noted : “It would be treason not to fight
against this regime”. And at another place: “I would like to fight
agnina.t the dictatorship, I have to find contact with the free Euro-
peans’. Do you remember this?

Vindori : Yes.

The President :j)Then explain to the Special Court how they
should interpret these phrases?

Vinderi: Since the antumn of 1948, Justus instructed me, and
through me the previously mentioned illegal group, that we should
take a stronger line to prepare for an active fight against the Hunga-
rian People’s Democracy. As long as there is no active fight — said
Justus — only the means of internal resistance are left to us. But
when a domestic or foreign political crisis breaks out in Hungary,
then the hour of open activity will strike for us. Under the term, foreign
political erisis, Justus understood that the unaveidable war between
the Soviet Union and America would break out, and it was further
his opinion that America would come out of the war as the victor
and then an era favourable to us would set in. We should look
for allies in our fight against the Hungarian People’s’ Democracy
among the western powers and the Titoites ; when Justus spoke
about the “free FEuropeans” he understnod these western powers
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and Tito Yugoslavia. In this diary T wrote down Justus® remarks
and opinions, and these notes faithfully reflect the hatred of the
Hungarian People’s Republic which Justus fostered in me.

The President : Has Pal Justus any observations?

Justus : Inessence the statement of the witness reflects thetruth.
The President commences with the examination of

Mrs. Ldszld Fleischer

The President : Tell us how long you were Pil Justus’ secretary !

Mrs. Fleischer : From February, 1945, to July, 1948.

Justus : Did you during this time meet a person apparently
called Vadas? .

Mrs. Fleischer : Yes.

The President : And what assignment did you get from him
concerning Pal Justus?

- Mrs. Fleischer : When Justus was in Antwerp in December,
1947, a man calling himself Yadas arrived at the office and said that
he wanted to speak to him personally, When I told him that Justus
would only return to Budapest in a few days, he wrote a few lines
on a sheet of paper and asked me for an envelope. He put this paper
into the envelope, closed it and addressed it to Justus and gave it
to me with the remark that I was to pass it on to Justus immediat-
ely on his return. I did this and told Justus that it was left by a
comrade called Vadas. Justus put the envelope into his pocket,
without saying a word. That is all I know of Vadas.

The President : Do vou know something about Gachot, an
official of the French legation in Budapest, and his connection with
Pal Justus? .

Mprs. Fleischer : Yes. All the time I acted as secretary to Justus
he was in touch with Gachot. Gachot often visited him in his office,
and on these occasions they had long talks. Mostly in private but
now and again it happened that I too was present at the discussion,
but because they spoke in French, I could not understand anything.
I saw then that Gachot was making notes of the discussion. Somestimes
after Gachot’s departure, Justu stald me that I should not tell anyone
about these diseussions, because they must remain strietly secret.
I also know that they sometimes spoke on the telephone and met
outside the office. I know of at least one or two meetings.

The President : Do you know anything else?

Mrs. Fleischer : Nothing else.

In answer to the President’s question Justus stated : The statement
reflects the truth,
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THE PROSECUTOR'S SPEECH

The Special Council of the People’s Court, with Dr. Péter Janké
presiding, continued the trial in the criminal case of Lissld Rajk and
his accomplices. Thetrialwas apened alittle after 9.15 a.m. by the President
of the Council, Dr. Janké, whoe asked : Is there any motion to supple-
ment the evidence ?

Netther the Peﬂpla‘s Prosecutor nor the Counsels for Defence had
any motion for supplementing the evidence,

The President : 1 therefore declare the presentation of the evi-
dence completed. I ask the People’s Prosecutor to deliver bis speech.
(Tension in the audience.)

The People’s Prosecutor,

Dr. Gyula Alapi
rises to deliver his speech :

— It was only just and fair that the trial in the eriminal
case of Laszlé Rajk and his associates caused a tremendous stir
among our working people, among our friends and our enemies
abroad as well. _

— This trial has an extraordinary significance, I can state
without exaggeration that thesignificance of this trial is international,
for we have to pass judgement not only on the accused who raised
their hands against the state order of our People’s Republic, the
great achievements of our democracy, but at the same time on
those too, who in their plotting activities were instruments and
puppets pulled on the strings of the foreign imperialist enemies of
the Hungarian working people who are building socialism. Not only
Rajk and his associates are here in the dock, but their foreign masters,
their imperialist instigators of Belgrade and Washington as well.

— What is the main feature of this trial? Not the fact, honou-
red members of the People’s Court, that the sworn enemies of
the Hungarian People’s Democracy are sitting in the dock, For
after all, Ferene Nagy and his group of conspirators on whom the
Hungarian People’s Court at that time passed judgemcnt, were
also sworn enemies of the Hungarian People’s Democracy. Jozsef
Mindszenty was also, a sworn enemy of the Hungarian People’s
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Democracy, who also got his well-deserved punishment, Liszlé Rajk
and his accomplices differed from the enemics of the People’s Repub-
lic, against whom the uveuginF hand of our democratic justice has
so far struck its blow, among other things, in the fact that these worked
out a system of subterfuge and disguise, so that they struck not as
open enemies, but hiding in the dark and penetrating into the
leading Party of our FF%PIE'H Democracy and into the state machi-
nery of our Republic. We are confronted with erawling sneaking
snakes, with a more dangerous enemy, more to be hated than any
before. The enemies of our People’s Democracy who have been
exposed and made harmless up to now, also played into the hands of
foreign imperialists and attempted to overthrow our state order.
Lﬁaufﬁ Rajk and his accomplices were also the serfs and servants of
foreign imperialists, but their special features the peculiarity of their
case lies in the fact that here, the Yugoslav leading clique — Tito and
his band, who have put the heroic people of Yugoslavia under their
yoke and usurped power in Yugoslavia — take the role of the inter-
mediaries, chief agents and storm troops of the foreign imperialists.

— When we look back upon the revelations of the tnal, it is
neceseary to consider the peculiarities of this case.

— Honoured People’s Court! On the basis of the data of the
trial, we can establish that every statement of the indictment, every
fact of the preliminary investigation was fully proved. The test-
timonies of the accused and of the witneszes, the results of the con-
frontations, have proved the charge without a doubt and streng-
thened the indictment. Anyone, in whom there is the slightest trace
of objectivity and fairness, must admit that at the trial full light has
been thrown upon the truth by the testimonies of the accused and
of the numerous witnesses, the thorough comparison of these, as
well as from the circumstantial evidence produced at the trial.

— In this connection I must cmphasise not only the fact that
the accused could defend themselves, and did defend themselves
quite freely, but also that each individual accused and witness illu-
minated different sides and different details of the same event,
indeﬁmnd:ntl}' from each other, and that the confrontations ordered
by the Court cleared up even those s[ight divergences which in certain
small details came up here and there in the testimomies of the
accused. Because of this we got a clear picture of the base work
of thie contemptible criminal gang, it is to a great extent this, that
has made it possible for the true state of affairs to unfold
according to the truth, in their entirety at the trial.

— Let me call the attention of the People’s Court to the fact
that, for instance as many as five people testified on the notorious
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meeting of Rankovich and Rajk in October, 1948, thus in addition
to Dr. Antal Klein, Dz, Gybrgyi Tarisznyds and Rajk, also Pilffy
and Brankov, but they cast light on different details, details of
which cach of them could only himself have known, and yet it must
be established that in spite of this, there was no contradiction het-
ween them, ncither in time nor in fact, and it is just these details,
iHluminated from their different sides, and their coincidence, that
prove that we are here dealing with the pure truth.

— Let me call attention in connection with this, also to the
fact that the content of the secret conference hetween Rajk and
Rankovich at Kelebia, in Deecember, 1947, was essentially the same
as that of Palffy’'s comference with Nedelkovich at the Partisan
Congress in Rome. This coincidence shows that this was a wide-
spread comspiracy, a vile plan, which they sct out to carry
out from many sides, a plan for which the accused worked for years,
following the instructions of their foreign employers, carefully
co-ordinating their activities.

— I must also state, that for instance, Rajk and Brankov
described Tito's so-called strategic plan for the internal under-
mining of the peoples’ democracies, turning them against the Soviet
Union, and the role of the treacherous Yugeslav leui:rﬁ in this plan,
essentially in full agreement. The differcnees in shade regarding the
details of this, in Rajk’s and Brankov's testimony prove just that
both Brankov and Rajk were informed of these plans indepﬁndently
and described them on the basis of their own experiences. In sub-
gtance there is agreement. It is apparent from the testimonies of both,
that the aims of the Tito clique were the same before the well-known
resolution of the Information Bureaun as afterwards. Only the means
and methods changed, following the resolution of the Information
Buareau which exposed Tito and his clique.

— In this connection T wish to call attention also to the fact
that Palffy, through his own channels, the Yugoslav Colonels Lozich
and zu]-r.nlj, received the same instructions which Rajk received
directly or indirectly from Rankevich. And even if in Pallly’s and
Rajk’s testimonics there were unimportant divergences in detail
— for instance regarding the time of the planned putsch or whether
Rajk hastened or duln}red the armed putseh, — these very divergences
.show the truth and genwineness ol the p]an for the comspiracy.
They show that Rajk and Pilffy said here at the trial what they
found out independently through their own separate Yugoslav con-
nections.

— At the trial, honoured People’s Court, not only the charges
included in the indictment were fully proven but also new important
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facts came to light, which had been brought up neither in the indict-
ment nor in the course of the investigation. Thus, for instance, it
was a novelty in Brankov's testimony that Tito and his clique,
hand in hand with the imperialist intelligence services, carried on
their work of dissolution not only in every people’s democratic
country, but also in those capitalist countries which have strong labour
movements, communist parties with a strong influence on the broad
masses, The disclosure that Tito and his chique intended a role for
Antal Bén in the new government to be formed after the execution
of the armed pulsch and the murder of the leading statesmen of the
Hungarian democracy, — was also new. We had not known this
before ; Brankov, confessed this only at the trial, at the same time
exposing the true connections between Antal Bian and the present
Yugoslav ruling circles. It turned out that Tito and his eliques
wanted to include Antal Ban too, in the new Hungarian govern-
ment because he had been Yugu:i]:w police spy of lung Etnuding,
whom they thus had in their power in the same way as they had
the others, Rajk and Anton Rob.

— Through Rajk’s connections the whole policy of Tito and
his clique sinee the end of the war and even in the times preceding
the end of the war, may be seen in a new light, Rajk related at the
trial on the basis of his conference with Rankovich in Kelebia, that
the Yugoslav leaders followed an anti-Soviet policy even imme-
diately after the end of the war, and even during the war, that at
the beginning, however, they intended for Yugoslavia only a reserve
role in this anti-Soviet warfare, and that they changed to open
anti-Soviet policy only when the socialist forces in the peoples’
democracies struck blow upon blow at the forces of reaction, and
it became impossible to count upon the coming into power of reaction
in these countries. All this was new and the prosecution would not
have been able to show this as clearly on the basis of the inwves-
tigation,

— That this new momentum which came up at a private con-
ference is true, is shown by cvents themsclves, Tito's whole policy
and Rankovich's true confessions, made to RHajk in Kelebia, on the
real policy of the ruling Yugoslav clique, give the key for under-
standing the mysteries of Tito’s policy ; just as Rajk’s testimony
on the Paks meeting and on what Rankowvich said at Paks about
the isolation and drowning of democratic Greece, fully coincides
with the events that have since taken place within the united front
of the Titoites and the Greek monarcho-fascists against the Greek
fighters for freedom.

— Rajk’s statement on certain details of the meeting at Paks
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explains the joint preparations by the Greek monarcho-fascists and
the Titoite Yugoslav fascists against the independence of the small
Albanian People’s Republic, for Albania’s division and — as Ran-
kovich said in Paks — her annexation,

— I repeat, Honoured People’s Court, that the testimonies
heard at thetrial have fully proven the charges in their entirety. What
was proven? First of all it was proved of Léaszlé Rajk that since
1931 he bhas been a police informer and provocateur who, in his
own words, continuously informed Horthy's police and carried out
Hetényi’s, Schweinitzer’s and DPéter Hain's instructions. It was
proved to be true that during the Horthy regime, for more then
a decade he supplied victims to the police, and betrayed the revolu-
tionary workers’ movements that were struggling underground.

He was an agent proveeateur in the ranks of the coinmunist
students, laid police traps for his friends, was an agent provecateur
among the building workers. It was proved to be true that he was
an agent provocateur in Spain, and that he served his masters also
in the French internment camps. It was proved to be true that he
served not only the Hungarian police but — in his own words —
he undertook “of course™ also to work for the French spy organi-
sation, the Deuxiéme Bureau. It was proved to be true that through
the intervention of Péter Hain he came into contact with the Gestapo
and then, after the fall of German fascism, he became an agent
to the successors of the Gestapo, the American espionage organi-
sation with whom he had already in the French internment camp
established contact through Noel H. Field, one of the heads in
Switzerland of the 03585, the American spy organisation, the Office
of Strategic Services. It proved to be true that even in 1945,
Rajk returned with his mind made up to perform services for the
American intelligence service. With this meszage he sent his fellow
agent provocateur Stolte, to Sombor-Schweinitzer whom he knew
was staying in the American Zone in Germany and was in the
service of the American espionage organisation.

After the Liberation, within the ranks of the Communist Party
he systematically served the American spy ring. Lieutenant-Colonel
Kovach and Martin Himmler forwarded to him the directives of the
American imperialists to disrupt the Communist Party, and secretly
to support right-wing forces. In 1946 — as he has himself stated
— Rajk was transferred to the Yugoslav organisation, becoming
a Yugoslav agent withont ceasing to be an agent of the Americans.

In the summer of 1947, in Abbazia, in December 1947 in
Kelebia, in October 1948 in Paks, he discussed plans with Rankovich,
the Yugoslav Minister of Home Affairs, to undermine and overthrow
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Hungarian democracy and received as a common agent the directives
for the conspiracy, the murders, the armed putsch,

It was proved to be true that Rajk in his capacity as a high
official of his Party, as a Minister of Home Affairs and of Foreign
Affairs, was a common spy, an instrument of foreign powers, a con-
spirator, a bandit preparing for treachery.

Of Gydrgy Palfl'y it was proved in the course of the trial that
he was a convinced fascist, who had in a double-dealing manner
crept into the Communist Party with the preconceived intention
to deceive the leaders of the Party and the state, and to transform
the army of the democracy into an instrument suitable to overthrow
democracy. It was proved that he was striving systematieally and
in a planned way to saturate the army with fascist officers. It was
proved of him that since 1945 he has been, a Yugoslav agent,
that it was precisely in consequence of his feelings against the
Eeople that the Yugoslav Military Attachés, Lozich and Zokalj, brought

im into the Yugoslav spy organisation. It was proved that aln:adl};
in 1947, at the Partisan Congress in Rome, Palffy discussed wit
the Yugoslav colonel Nedelkovich the policy and the whole tactics
of the conspiracy aimed at the overthrow of the Hungarian people’s
democracy. Pilffy was the most important accomplice of Laszld
Rajk, head of the conspiracy against the people. His was the job
of the military preparation and carrying out of the planned putsch.
Pilffy elaborated the scheme of killing Matyas Rakosi, Erné Gerd
and Mihaly Farkas, and of setting up three assassin detachments
consisting of 12 men each. He was the originator of the mobilisation
pPlan of the putsch, he gave orders to Korondy to ecarry out the
murders and the military putsch. It was proved that Pilffy gave
away most important military secrets to the espionage organisation
of a foreign country, regularly informing the Yugoslav agents with
regard to the organisation and location of the Hungarian army,
the frontier guﬂ:d, and the Hungari&u War industrj.

Of Brankov it was proved in the trial that in his capacity as
head of the Yugoslav Military Mission, as a member of the
Yugoslav Legation, be was one of the chief organisers of the orga-
nisation aiming to undermine and overthrow the Hungarian demo-
cracy, he most actively contributed to building up the Yugoslav
spy ring in Hungary. Brankov was the chief agent of Rankovich,
he was the one who controlled Rajk's conspiratorial operations,
he forwarded the orders of the Tito gang to their agents in Hun-
gary. It was proved that Brankov’s change of sides from the Tito camp
to the camp of the followers of democracy and socialism, took place on
the orders of Tito and Rankovich with the base intention of enabling
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him to take a more active, more successful part in the organisation
aiming at the overthrow of the Hungarian People’s Republic. It
was proved that Brankov had a hand in the murder arranged upon
instructions from Rankovich by the Yugoslav Legation in Buda-
pest, the purpose of which was to put out of the way Miloi Moich
as they feared that Moich would expose their spy operations and
disruptive machinations pursued in Hungary.

Of Tibor Szényi it was proved that during the war he became an
American spy, that in Switzerland he received instructions from
Noel H. Field and Allan Dulles, that under their direction he orga-
nised a spy group from among Hungarian refugees, that he retur-
ned home to Hungary with the aid of the Yugoslav agents of the
American spy organisations, and that with his entire activity in
Hungary he served the American and Yugoslav spy organisations.
It was proved that he placed American and Yugoslav spies inte
important administrative posts of the Hungarian Republic with
the aim of making them disrupt, sabotage and spy. It was proved that
Tibor Sz6nyi was one of Laszlé Rajk’s most important helpmates
in the organisation aimed at the overthrow of the Hungarian People's
Republic.

The trial proved the truth of the charges raised against Andrés
Szalai. It was revealed that since 1935 Szalai was acting as agent
provocateur, once in Yugoslavia, and another time in Hungary. It
was proved that he is responsible for the betrayal of the political
prisoners at the Satoraljaujhely prison, for the kLilling, the unlawful
execution of 64 persons. It was proved that it was due to the know-
ledge of Andris Szalai’s deeds as agent provocateur that the
Yugoslav Major Smiljanich brought him into the Yugoslav spy
organisation in Hungary.

It was proved that Andris Szalai regularly gave away impor-
tant state secrets to the Yugoslav spy organisation.

The trial has also proved the regular spying activities of
Milan Ognjenovich, just as it proved the charges against Béla
Korondy as contained in the indictment. It was proved that
Korondy, the fascist captain of gendarmes came imwo the police
by favour of Rajk and Palffy. There he pursued the aim of creatin
an anti-democratic armed force out of the democracy’s armeg

olice force. It was proved that upon directives from Rajk and
Pilffy, he prepared the armed putsch, organised a special armed
officers’ rletacgment and prepared the assassination of Mityas
Rikozi, Mihdly Farkas and Erndé Gerd.

Of Pal Justus the trial has proved that he was a police infor-
mer since 1932, that in Hungary, and in France as well, he served the
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Hurth}riu:a. But it was also proved that Justus, the informer of the
Horthyites, became an agent of the Tito clique and the French
spy organisation, that he collected and regularly turned over to
the Yugoslav Legation in Budapest, then directly to Rankovich
and to Gachot, press attaché of the French Legation in Budapest,
espionage material concerming Hungarian political and economic
life, state secrets, and confidential data gathered at the Central
Committee meetings, of first the Social Democratic Party, and then
of the Hungarian Working People’s Party. It is proved that Justus,
in his ality as an informer and intelligence agent, alsn performed
ideological disruptive work, regularly carried on anti-democratie,
so-called educational work, that he co-ordinated the entire activity
of his surroundings with the conspiracy aimed at the overthrow of
the People’s Republic, at the head of which stood Liaszlé Rajk, com-
missioned by the Tito gang.

Honoured People’s Court. In order to pass sentence on them,
it is not sufficient to know the crimes of the accused. We must
also know the political background, the aims and contents of this
conspiracy. We must recognise the entire political context of this
conspiracy, to be able to estimate the whole significance of the
crimes of the accused.

Honoured People’s Court! I am raising the gquestion, what
was intended here, what were the political aims of this gang of
conspirators? The Prosecutor need not take much trouble in investi-
gating this, since in the course of the trial full light was thrown
upon the aims pursued by them. In short, they wanted to restore
capitalism in Hungary. They wanted to restore the rule of the
big estate owners and capitalists. The frankness with which Lészlé
Rajk and Gyvirgy Pilffy admitted this, was unmistakable. The
trial revealed that by comission of his American and Yugoslav
masters, Rajk was first striving to help to prevent the victory of
democratic and socialist forces over the Hungarian reactionary forces.

Later, when the democratic forces led by the Hungarian wor-
king class gained the upper hand, and started to progress towards
socialism, the conspirators endeavoured violently to overthrow the
Hungarian People’s Republic and to restore the old regime. The
eoalition government which would have been established after the
triumph of the armed putsch under Rajk's leadership and would
have included Ferene Nagy's followers, the representatives of the
right-wing social demoerats, together with Rajk, Pilffy and Anton
HRob, would have been the government of capitalist restoration and
of the annihilation of the achievements of the people’s democracy.
It wae no accident that Rankovich pointed out emphatically to
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Rajk and his assoeciates, that they were to unite the ri ht-wing
forces and to make use of the nationalist and chauvinist clements,
the clerical and kulak reaction. Is it necessary to prove that a govern-
ment which would have included every shade of Hungarian reaction
from right-wing social democrats to the followers of Ferene Nagy
and Mindszenty, would have been a government of the liquidation
of the Hungarian People’s Dcmucrnc}*, the annihilation of natics
nalisation, the liquidation of the land reform? It is also obvious
that this new government headed by Rajk and his company would
mot just have been a government of the restoration of the greatest
estates and big capital, but also a government on the fascist pattern.
A government which would have made all efforta to liquidate the
historical achievements of our democracy, a government of blood-
thirsty terror, and of the massacre of tens of thousands. For the
military putsch would not have been carried out exclusively by
Pilffy’s and Korondy's Horthyist officers’ detachments, but also
as Rankovich told Rajk in Paks, by former arrow-eross and
gendarme detachments organised in the American and British zones.

The fascist Palffy said of this: “It was quite clear to me
that such a course, once taken, does not stop half-way.I knew that
there are no lukewarm middleways,” — Pilfly said, and then he
contioued : “Either, or. An enterprise with such a bourgecis-demo-
cratic aim in Hungarian policy would lead us back to Horthy fas-
cism, whether we wanted it or not. And it was also quite clear to
me that such a return would also have meant the brutal police
supression of the workers, characteristic of fascism',

Such was Palffy’s statement at the trial. As for Rajk, he
declared with undisguised e¢ynicism that being a politician, he
was fully aware of these consequences, he knew what would have
happened in Hungary if the Yugoslav and Hungarian faseists of
Pilffy, Korondy and Rankovich would have started their activi-
ties. Of this Rajk stated : “At any rate all those democratic for-
ces, who pushed them, that is the arrow-cross fascists, out of the
country, who gradually liquidated capitalism, who distributed the
land, who nationalised the factories and banks, etc., would have
been most brutally massacred. Obviously, I realised this — Ea{{:
said — for I am a politician and I know the ABC of politics”, Well,
ucmrding to Rajk, to make serfs of the working masses, to mas-
sacre thousands and tens of thousands of their best representati-
wves, is a political ABC; this is how Rajk learned the ABC of fas-
cism from his master and boss Tito, who earries out this ABC at
the cost of the Serbian, Croatian and Slovenian people, and the other
peoples of Yugoslavia.
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Tt is also ohvious, honoured People's Court, that the conspi-
racy of Rajk and his company was aimed to eell Hungarian
independence and to liquidate national sovereignty. This gang
was formed to put Hungary under a foreign yoke, to make our
fatherland a foreign colony, to form its government from foreign
spies and agents and to create in the place of an autonomous and
independent Hungary, a svstem which would have carried out the
orders of agents, daneing to the tune plaved abroad, and which
would betray Hungarian national interests.

Rankovich did not, at his meetings with Rajk at Kelebia
and Paks, make a secret of what he actually understood under the
leading role of Yugoslavia, for Tito, Rankovich and their associates
wanted also to usze Yupgoslav military units, in the course of the
execution of the putsch on Hungarian territory, because they did
not trust even those Hungarian troops, which were to have heen
organised by Pilffy and Korondy and, as Rajk explained, they
wanted to “stiffen and supervise” the Hungarian units™ with
Yugnslav units,

Tite's high command in the Hungarian Army, Yugoslav
officers over the Hungarian officers. Yugoslav supremacy over the
Hungzarian state, this is the meaning of Liszlé Rajk’s term, to
“stiffen and supervise™.

At the Paks meeting, Rankovich told Raik of the so-called
Yugoslav demands after the seizure of power. Rajk said the follow-
ing of these claims : “First they wanted to ensure their full right
to command the armed forees, that is, the army and the nolice.
To carry this out Rankovich even told me : Tito's most decided wish
was that Pilffv should become the Minister of Defence. for he was
a reliable person from his point of view, and that the Yugoslav
arent Antom Rob should become the Minister of Home Affairs.
Keeping in view, of course. the final aim of shaping a bloc of states,
Tito demanded such a foreign policy, and its puarantees from
Hunegary, as would always be in harmony with the foreien policy
of Yugoslavia, that is, that her foreign relations too shonld be sub-
ordinated to the Yugoslav GCovernment. Finally, as Yugoslavia
was a less developed countrv industrially, he claimed that the
whole of Hunearian industry should in the first place be subordina-
ted to the fulfillment of the Yugoslav Five Year Plan and economic
poliev, even if this overrode Hungarian interests.,” T am not surpri-
sed if every conscions Hungarian worker in whom a spark of patrio-
tizm Ii::r.s. elenches his fist at hearing these treacherous plans humi-
liating and dishonouring our whole nation.
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Not nnl]' the treacherous work, the wvile activities of Hajk_
and his gang, of bargaining with our national independence, become
clear to us when we become acquainted with these Tito conditions
and claims, but also the unmeasurable chauvinist haughtiness and
maniac superiority complex of Tito and his gang, how they despise
the Hungarian people. The fact itself that they could seriously
think, and they could seriously count wpon the fulfillment of the
plan, that the Hungarian people would tolerate such a subjugation,
shows that they ignored the Hungarian people’s devotion to
their independence, that they ridicule the national honour of our
people. Things could never have come to a stage when the Titoites
should “stiffen and supervise” the independent Humngarian state,
that they form a government for the Hungarian state from among
their own agents.

But it is characteristic of Tito and Rankovich, and also cha-
racteristic of Rajk and Palffy, that they scriously counted upon
such an opportunity.

But it is in the light of these infamous plans, these infamous
conditions, these conditions injuring our henour, that we can best
sce the endeavour of the western imperialist radios and press, to
make Rajk and his accomplices the representatives of some “natio-
nal line"”. The representative of the national line as far as the ruling
circles of London and Washington, and the spokesmen of the British
and American imperialists are concerned, i8 a man who was
for 18 years a professional informer and a traitor, who sold his
fatherland retail and wholesale, to foreign imperialists and chiefs
of espionage from Noel H. Field and Allan Dulles through the
Deuxieme Bureau and the Gestapo to the intelligence organisations
of Tito and Rankovich.

Honoured People’s Court, a logical consequence of the lact
that Rajk and his accomplices conspired to betray Hungary's inde-
pendence 1s, that they wanted to tear our country out of the power-
ful democratic peace camp, and to turn her against the Soviet Union.

It is two sides of the same medal. Rajk and his company
were anti-Soviet, for they considered the Soviet Union as the
most important supporter and defender of our peace and of Hun-
gary’s independence — and they were quite right. And, conversely,
th?' were anti-Soviet minded, because they were enemies of peace
and of the independence of the Hungarian people. The whole poli-
tical development of the Humgarian people’s democracy proves
that all those who are enemies l:.? the Soviet Union, are at the same
time enemies of the power of the Hungarian workers and the inde-
pendence and peace of the country, too.
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Honoured People’s Court, it is obvious that the conspira-
tors having the aim of restoring capitalism, the introduction of a
bloodthirsty dictatorship on the fascist pattern, the betrayal of
the independence of the country, and colunisation on behalf of the
imperialists, concentrated their attention and effort to weaken
and dissolve that political force, that great Party, which was the
architect of the vietories of the working people in Hungary, whose
political determination and fighting spirit foiled all the attempts
of reaction at home and abroad.

It is no accident that Rajk, Szényi and their company were
otdered by their imperialist bosses from Dulles to Rankovich and
Tito to make the Party of the Hungarian Communists, the Hunga-
rian Working People’s Party, unfit for the fight. For the enemy
has also learned that the Party is the guardian and the defender
of the prople, democracy and the people’s republic, and learned,
too, that in order to stab the people’s democracy, it is mecessary
to liguidate those leaders who are at the head of the Party, the best
defenders of the cause of the Hungarian working class, of our wor-
king people, and at the same time the firm pillars of our people’s
democratic government.

So it is no accident that an organic and definite part of the
plan directed at the overthrow of our people’s democracy was the
anmihilation of the most important leaders of the Hungarian Working
People’s Party, “to render them harmless”, and first of all, the
murder of Mityis Rikosi, Ernd Gerd and Mihily Farkas. It is
easy to understand that the millions of masses of our working
g:op!c were especially outraged by this vile plan of the conspirators,

eling instinetively that the man who wants to lift his blood-stained
hand against the leader of our Party and people, Mityis Rékosi,
is, at the same time, also an assassin of the power, the development
and the prosperity of the people.

Honoured People’s Court. In connection with this trial the spea-
kers of the western imperialist circles cast doubt on the objectiveness
of the administration of justice in the Hungarian democracy, preten-
ding that this trial is, in essence, not the trial of Laszl6 Rajk and his
company, but that it is actually Tito and his associates who are in the
dock. I do not deny that there is a great deal of truth in this. For
by rights, not only those who personally eommitted the erime should
be placed in the dock, but their instigators, too. It is true and right
that the Hungarian People’s Court, passing sentence on Liszlé Rajk
and his gang of conspirators, should also pass sentence, in a political
and moral sense, on the traitors of Yugoslavia, the criminal gang of
Tito, Rankovich, Kardelj and Djilas. The international significance
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of this trial lies particularly in the fact that we are passing sen-
tence also on the Yugoslay deserters and traitors to democracy and
socialism. We are exposing their duplicity, their perfidy, their
intrigues, against democracy and socialism, their plans and acts of
assassination. This trial has exposed the Titoites, the great majority
of the present members of the Yugoslay government in their role
of allies of the American imptriﬂliﬁtﬁ and of common agents of the
imperialist intelligence organisations.

The trial gave ample proof of the fact that the contact of the
Tito clique with the imperialists did come into existence after the
well-known resolution of the Information Bureau but is of earlier
origin.

What proof is there of this? Rajk said in his statement that
dozens of Yugoslave were operating in the French internment
camps who established similar contacts with the French intelligence
bureau and who were similarly helped back to Yugeslavia by the
Gestapo. Let me add to Rajk’s statement that on the basis of Hun-
garian experiences it is probably true that the majority of these
people were in those days sent to Spain as agents by the fascist
E{lh'm of the Yugoslav Prince-Regent Paul, in the same way that the

orthy police eent Rajk.

It appears from statements made by Rajk and Brankov that
these people are holding leading governmental posts in the Yugos-
lavia of to-day. In addition to Brankov, Tibor Szényi also admitted
here the existence of a contact between Tito's trusted men and the
heads of the American intelligence organisation during the Second
World War. Szényi's Trotekyist group in Switzerland returned to
Hungary in 1945 as a result of the close co-operation between the
American and Yugoslav intelligence organisations. MiSa Lompar,
during the war in Switzerland, Latinovich in Marseilles, Velebit in
London and Jovanovich in Bari were simultaneously the agents of
the Tito clique and of the Anglo-American intelligence organisations.
These people are to-day still leading men in Yugeslavia, Tite'’s
closest, trusted men which goes to show that their previous and
current activities, their contact with the American intelligence
organisations, took place and is taking place with Tito’s knowledge,
authorisation and approval.

It also became clear through the examination that Colonel
Ciemil, the head of the Yugoslav Military Mission in Budapest,
in 1945,  on Tito’s direct orders, established close contact with
General Edgecombe the head of the British Military Mission, and
together they worked against the Soviet section of the Allied Control
Council and against Marshal Voroshilov. Se Tito's anti-Sovict
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attitude is of long standing. His co-operation with the Anglo-Ameri-
can imperialists against the Soviet Union did not originate after the
resolution of the Information Bureau. Brankov admitted that Javorsky
and Kovécs, both colonels of the Yugoslav Military Mission, had
special instructions as far back as 1945 to epy on the Soviet Army
in Hungary.

On Rajk’s instructions, Dr. Endre Szebenyi, who was then
Under-Secretary of State for Home Affairs, passed on all material
on the Ferenc Nagy conspiracy to Cicmil, who forwarded it to the
British and American representatives in Budapest. Brankov told of
how Kardelj, the Yugoslav deputy Prime Minister, pressed Cicmil in
1946 for a report on the Hungarian domestic situation, giving as his
reason that this material had to be handed over urgently to the
British and American legations.

The close and long-standing contacts of the Tito clique with
the American intelligence organisations are proved by the fact
that Martin Himmler formally transferred Rajk and put him under
the authority of Rankovich. They are proved, too, by the fact
that Hankovich could only have received the photostat of Hajk’s
undertaking to become an informer in 1931 ar a favour from the
American inte]],igencﬂ service, This was obviously handed over by
Schweinitzer to the Americans together with the Hungarian police
archives, and with whose help he in fact signed on the Hungarian
Minister of Home Affairs of that time as a Yugoslav agent in Abbazia
in the summer of 1947,

All these facts, and Brankov's admissions about the back-
room secrets of the partisan fighte, throw new light on the whole past
of Tito, Kardelj, Rankovich and Djilas, and their part in the Yugos-
lav partisan fight. The Tito gang, through the American and British
intelligence officers assigned to the partisan headquarters, took their
lead from American and British imperialism even during the
war and worked with them against the Soviet Union at the time
when the Soviet Army was shedding blood for the liberation of
Yugoslavia. The fight against Zujovich and Hebrang was the Tito
clique’s fight against those true Yugoslav patriots who, even at
the time of the partizan war, opposed co-operation with the British and
American imperialists and their intelligence organisations. One of
the dramatic and amazing parts of Brankov’s statement says that
the Titoites purposely sent thousands of sincere Yugoslav com-
munists to certain death in the partisan struggles, with the deliberate
aim of ensuring their power in the country and in the party after
the end of the war,

In the light of the co-operation between the Yugoslav ruling
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clique and the imperialist intelligence services the Titoites' acti-
vities in Hungary are more easily understood. We can under-
stand more easuy the methods used by the Yugoslav Legation to
undermine the Hungarian people’s democracy. As they stood in the
service of foreign intelligence organs and learnt ffom them the
gangster-like unscrupulous methods of the western intelligence
serviees, Lrampling under their feet all moral and human decency,
they themselves used these same methods.

Using gangster-lke methods, they built up their Budapest
Legation as a centre of espionage and conspiracy.

It is typical of Rankovich how he blackmailed Laszlé Rajk
in Abbazia, how he was not satisfied with the political co-operation
offered by Rajk, but, taking out from his pocket Rajk’s statement
of 1931 agrecing to do the work of an informer, recruits him as a
Yugoslav informer with all the usual formalities and treats him as
such in the future, It is typical of these Tito gangster methods that
they recruited as their Hungarian agents only former Horthy infor-
mers and Horthy provocateurs. This is not only true of Rajk but
also of Anton Hob, Andras Szalai, and Antal Ban, true also of
Yugoslav agents performing the services of common stool-pigeons
and those with great political tasks.

It is not surprising that Rankovich, graduated from the school of
the American espionage organisation and the Intelligence Serviee,
and praising Gestapo methods, sent bandits, spies and murderers
to Hungary under the guise of Yugoslav diplomats, that he had
Milod Moich killed because of his fear of being exposed, that he
sent professional murderers in the persons of Joanovich and Jojkich
to Budapest, that the consular department of the Yugoslav Legation
busied itself with faking passports, kidnapping and escapes. After that
it is not surprising that the headquarters of the organisation of an
armed putsch against the Hungarian People’s Republic was the
Yugoslav Legation in Budapest, that the Tito clique was ready to
help the conspirators planning to overthrow the [lungarian people’s
democracy with provocations, frontier incidents, armed assistance and
b}raﬂawi_ng Hungarian fascistatopass through Yugoslav territory from
the American and British occupation zones, These gangster methods
are natural companions of the political programme of the Yugoslav
traitors. This trial threw plenty of light on this political programme.
The essence of this political programme is service of western imp-
erialism in the fight against democracy and socialism, first of all in
south eastern Europe. J.{axj'k and Brankowv have told of the programme
of the lito clique for Yugoslav hegemony, for the Balkan fede-
ration to be organised under the leadership of Yugoslavia ; Yugo-
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slav leadership in this federation of states would have meant turning
these countries step by step against the Soviet Union and making
them serve the imperialists. On the basis of his discussions with
Rankovich in Abbazia, Kelebia and Paks, Rajk drew an exhaustive
and exact picture of the Tito policy and tactics which were directed
towards the aim of establishing an anti-Soviet, Balkan bloc in the
service of the imperialists,

There were two stages in the policy of the Tito clique. During
the first stage, when the fight between bourgenis reaction and
people’s democracy in the East European countries was as yet
undecided and one could still count on reaction getting the upper
hand in the struggle of the forces in the peoples’ demo-
cracies, the Tito clique remained in reserve, did not yet show
their teeth and did not yet come forward openly as the anti-
Soviet storm troops of American imperialism. They appeared as
these storm troops only in the second stage of development in
East Europe when the democratic and socialist forces had
already won a decisive victory in these countries and the
organisation of the anti-Soviet, pro-imperialist political forces
could no longer be entrusted to the defeated groups of open
reaction.

Fitting in with these two periods, the Tito gang attempted,
up to the resolution of the Information Bureau, to hinder the peace-
ful development of the peoples’ democracies in a so-called peaceful
manner, and only later did they take to using terrorist and putsch
methods.

Just as Yugoslavia was still in reserve in the vears imme-
diately after the war and only later became the open storm troops
of imperialism, so in the same way Rajk did not immediately,
in the first stages of Hungarian democratic development, come into
prominence, but remained an instrument in the handes of reaction
at home and abroad. Only later, after the decisive victories of
the Hungarian working class and after the routing of the different
reactionary forces, did he come into prominence and, as the Tite
clique’s candidate for the post of Prime Minister he became, if only
temporarily, the head of Hungarian reaction. The Titoites and their
imperialist bosses did not turn to Rajk because of his beautiful eyes
but because they could no longer turn to Ferene Nagy and Mind-
szenty. But they did not abandon the reactionary kulaks and
elerical reactionary forces once they had put their cards on Rajk.
At Paks Rankovich especially called Rajk's attention to the impor-
tance of using clerical reaction, explaining that for the suecess of
the armed putsch it was absolutely necessary that there should not
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be only one Pécspetri, but that they should turn the whole country
into one great Pdespetri

A necessary accessory of such gangster methods and the
gangster programme was the gangster art of lurking in the dark,
pretence, political disguise and duplicity. Rankovich gave Rajk
lessons in this art. He explained to him Tito’s so-called “mgenious™
reorientation plan, how they would erientate the masses of the Yugo-
slav people stage by stage against the Soviet Union and the peoples’
democracies. This gangster art of camouflage they prepared to use
in Hungary also, where the new Rajk government wanted to issue
a manifesto after the putsch about its unchanged “friendship™
towards the Soviet Union, at the same time offering their mediating
services in the conflict between the Soviet Union and Yugoslavia.
In preparing Hikosi's murder, in preparing the country for sub-
jection, abandoning the path of Soviet-Hungarian friendship, Rajk
and his band at the same time prepared to deceive the Hungarian
working people.

To throw dust in the eyes of the Hungarian working people,
he wanted to extend a fascist, murderous hand, dipped in commu-
nist blood, in friendship to the Soviet Union.

Honoured People’s Court! With this so-called political pro-
gramme and with these methods was the destructive work of the
traitors and spies conducted not only in our country, but in all the
countries of the people’s demoeracy 18 shown by the statements of
Brankov, Palffly and Rajk about the conmections of the Titoites,
about the undermining -work done by their agents from Albania
to Poland and from Humania to Czechoslovakia,

Honoured members of the People’s Court! At this trial not
only the Yugoslay masters of Rajk and his accomplices are in the
dock but also Tito's masters, the western and primanly the American
imperialists. This trial throws light upon the special methods of dis-
organisation employed by the American intelligence services. For
it becomes evident from the material of the trial that the American
intelligence services were already getting ready during the war
against Hitler for the fight against the forees of socialism and demo-
cracy. They did this not only by diplomatic and political methods
but with the base means of internally disorganising the democratic
forces and revolutionary workers’ parties. Behind Rankovich there
are the shadows of Mr. Field and Mr. Dulles.

— To the exposures of the Rajk conspiracy case the American
imperialists reply with their usual denials, and with repeated
outright denials according to their well-known methods. Licutenant-
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Colonel Kovach made a statement saying that he has never in his
life met Rajk ; Mr. Chapin, the former Minister of the United States
in Budapest, declared that he had never spoken with Rajk about
the latter's meeting with Rankovich in Kelebia and about Tite’s
plans. The leaders of the American intelligence organisations refuse
to admit anything and try to bring up alibis. But what grounds do
they have for their denials when their policy, their deeds serve as
proofs? Is it true or not that in the American zone of Austria the
fascist troops of Ferenc Kisbarnaki Farkas are still there, orga-
nised in military units? What are they maintained for if not for pur-
poses of the kind which have been show up here at the trial? What
basis do they have for denying that Mr. Allan Dulles had something
to do with Tibor Széinyi's espionage groups when Allan Dulles’
brother, John Foster Dulles, announced the so-called *“Operation X™
project for organising underground movements — in the peoples’
democracies in the spring of 1948, that is, at the very time that
Tito and Rajk and company intensified their activities?

— The substance of this secret plan was summarised by the
Swiss paper “Die Tat”, in its issue of April 26, 1949, after John
Foster Dulles, as follows : “The West attempted first of all to pene-
trate into the cadres and elite of the ruling classes of the peoples’
democracies and it is said they succeeded in this beyond their
hopes™. So the paper “Die Tat” wrote in the issue referred to.

— Well, the material of the whole trial is contained in this
confession of a few lines as well as Tito, Kardelj, Djilas and Ranko-
vich, and the whole gang. Here the practical execution of the
project of the American imperialists called “Operation X" was
unveiled. So what is the use of Mr. Chapin’s, Mr. Dulles’, and
Lieutenant-Colonel Kovach’s denial and alibi?

— At this trial we tore the mask off the gangster methods,
fascist methods and aims of the “only redecming™ American ““demo-
cracy”. Here this so-called democracy stands before us as the lawful
heir of Hitler's and Horthy’s methods, as well as Hitler’s and
Horthy's men. American “democracy” took over Rajk, Stolte,
Schweinitzer and Kisbarnaki Farkas from fascism, putting them
into its service to use them against the Hungarian people.

— American imperialism was the instigator and executor
behind Tito’s and Rankovich’s entire political programme and
“putsch” plans! The American and British intelligence services
purchased Tito and his clique even during the war against Hitler,
to prevent the natiomal and social liberation of the peoples of
South Eastern Europe, to isolate the Soviet Union, and to prepare
the third world war. The anti-Soviet plan for the Balkan bloc was
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born not in Tito’s head but in the intelligence offices of Washington
and London. The putsch in Hungary, planned by Tito and his
clique to be put into action by Rajk’s spy ring cannot be understood
out of the context of the international plans of the American impe-
rialists. Let us remember what Rajk said about the timing of the
armed putsch, By this he meant the selection of a favourable
moment from the point of view of world politics, that is, of a moment
when the Soviet Union would be ticd down, in order to allow free
hands for the Yugoslav adventurers to carry out their internal
and external armed intervention against the Hungarian People's
Republie.

— From the material of the trial it has become evident that
Rajk’s armed putsch and murders were scheduled for the period
between February 1949 and June 1949. Szinyi wanted to convene
the Party conference to follow the putsch for the summer of 1949,
Pilffy indicated the epring of 1949 for the date of the realisation
of the putsch plan. Now, let us remember the world political situa-
tion at this period. It is hardly a mistake to state that the delib-
eratelv intensified conflict about the Berlin airlift, the so-called
cold war against the Soviet Union ‘whi;h was deliberately inten-
sified hefore the Pariz Conference of Forcign Ministers, served in
part 1o help Rankovich’s and Rajk’s timing by tying down the
Soviet Union and thus the ensuring a free hand for the Yugoslav
and Hungarian assassins.

— When the authorities of the Hungarian Republic started to
mop up the conspiracy, and to arrest the conspirators, then they
not only defended the state order of the Hungarian People’s Republie
from hired aszassins, but also at the same time foiled the p]aus of
the warmongers in a not unimportant sector of international politics.

—— I have no doubt that the severity and consistency of the
verdict of the People’s Court will further help to upset the aggressive
plans of the imperialist warmongers with the ruthless liquidation
of this treacherous band of conspirators. This trial and the verdict
to follow is part of the battle for peace, fought by the democratic
and socialist forces of the world against the warmongers., At this
trial, honoured People’s Court, we are dealing with the merciless
moppin -up of the agents of the Warmongers in Hungar}r, of the
fifth column of the imperialists,

— Honoured People’s Court! Let us for a minute turn our
attention from the political background and international connec-
tions of this case and let us cast a glanece upon the accused them-
selves. What sort of people, what sort of a group is this, honoured
People’s Court? In the dock, there are mean, petty sneaks and big
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political agents, but this difference between Ognjenovich and
Liszlé Rajk, for instance, is only a matter of quantity and not of
quality, for L4szlé Rajk began his career not as the candidate for
the premiership of the counter-revolution, not as a big political
agent but as a petty police informer, And indeed, itisnot this that is the
real difference between the individual aceused but the fact that
there are among them common fascists who hate the people, like
Pilffy and Korondy, and there are among them some who practised
the trade of the traitor, permeating the labour movgment. A commeon
feature is, however, that we are dealing with the scum of society,
all of whom became what they are in the "thirties,in the atmosphere
of growing fascism. Szfnyi and Rajk, Justus and Szalai, at that
time were swept along to the fringe of the labour movement. but
at the moment of the first trials they became traitors because of
their cowardly and wvacillating characters and their rootless perso-
nalities.

— In connection with this case they ask in the Western coun-
tries from certain sides: How did so many traitors get into the
ranks of the revolutionary labour movement? It is ironic that ths.
very people ask this who would be best able to answer this
question, that these spokesmen of the intelligence services, of the
imperialist trusts, call us to account for these traitors, the very
ones who sent them into our ranks for the internal dissolution of
the revolutionary movement. It is an old method to send hostile
spies and provecateurs into the workers’ parties. Is it that the workers’
parties were not able to expose these traitors immediately? If only
we had had in our hands the files which contained the lsts! As is
known, the dossiers of the Hungarian police are not at our dispesal
but at the disposal of the American intelligence service.

~— In connection with this case many people have also raised
this question : Why did they deal at the trial only with the inves-
tigation of facts, why not also with the examination of the psycho-
logy of the accused?

— At the trial of a conspiracy against the state, in my opinion,
it iz the deeds of the accused which are decisive. Psychological
motives are very unimportant, It is not difficult, however, to
explain the psychological development of the accused either. Why did
they become traitors? Because they were cowardly and vacillating,
becanse they were not able to make any sacrifices. Why did they not
desist from their trade of treachery later? For the came reason that
they started it: they were in the hands of their masters, they
were afraid of exposure, they had not enough courage to come out
with their soiled past themselves. Why do they confess? Why don’t
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they deny, or why don’t they defend themselves? Because they
have been exposed, because they know that they cannot help thems
selves by a denial. There is no regret in them, only fear of punishment.
Their confessions are the results not of regret, but of their exposure.

— Precizely because of this, Honoured People’s Court,
there is no extenuating circumstance. There are no extenuating
circumstances, only aggravating circumstances, When you will mete
out sentence to the treacherous gang leader Liszlé Rajk, do not
forget about Ferenc Roézsa and Zoltan Schinherz, whose death he
brought about, and do nmot forget about the betrayed building
workers who were imprisoned. When you pass judgement upon
Andris Szalai, remember the 64 revolutionaries who were killed in
the prison of Sitoraljadjhely and for whose death he is responsible.
When you judge Pal Justus do not forget about his code number,
and mete out a sentence not only to Rankovich’s epy but also to
Pérer Hain’s informer, code number J/17. When you judge Pilffy
and Korondy think of their predecessors, think of the murderers
whom they were getting ready to imitate, of the officer murderers
of 1919, the Pronays and the Ostenburgs. When you pass your
sentence on Brankov, think of the hangman Rankovich, ome of
whose chief agents this man was, think of the suffering of the
Yugoslav patriots. When you jur‘lie Szényi, think of his masters,
the American imperialists who wish to bring the Hungarian people
to the fate of the suffering, bleeding Greek pecple.

Our people demand death for the traitors and I, as the repre-
sentative of the proseenting anthority, identify myself with this
demand. The head of the snake which wants to bite us must be
crushed. We must defend the achievements of our democracy, our
national independence and our peaceful building work from traitors
and assassins. A verdict is called for from which every imperialist
spy and traitor will learn what he must expect if he dares to raise
his hand against our People’s Republic. The only defence against
mad dogs is to beat them to death. In arriving at its verdict, the
People’s Court should be conscious of the fact, that its highest duty
is to defend the people against the fifth column in the pay of the
imperialists. The people’s interests demand the meting out of the
heaviest sentence prescribed by the law, to all the accused.
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SPEECHES FOR THE DEFENCE

fter an interval the Presidemt of the Court, Dr. Péter Janké,

on the Counsels for Defence to deliver their speeches. (We

PHHIEE here the eight speeches of the Defence, but — in order to
make perusal of them simpler — only the essential extracts.)

First ;
Dr. Elchk Kaszd

Ldszlé Rajk's Counsel speaks :

Honoured Special Council of the People’s Court! I stand here
in defence of Lészlé Rajk, the first accused, in one of the greatest
criminal cases of Hungarian history.

— The crimes of Lazzlé Rajk are not of the common run. Why
then should his defence be =simalar to that of the accused in an
urdma.r}r criminal case? He maintained his attitude, his general
appearance, his behaviour here at the trial, too, so he obviously
felt during his humble confession of his criminal acts and during
the time that he spoke of them, for hours and hours — it is diffienlt
for me to find the best expression but perhaps I have to say — he
felt that it would be ironic for him to appeal all the time to exten-
uating circumstances and regret. The Defence, however, is not lay, and
s0 during the whole confession, he heard all the time, even from the
slightest change in tone, that the defendant was defending himself,
and what is more he was defending himself with all his strength, for
whenever there was any possibility he pointed out those compelling
circumstances which must certainly be considered and which make
it possible to judge the acts he committed less strictly.

— The methods of interrogation employed by the counter-
revolutionary police are well-known, and although we reserve our
respects for those, or the memory of those, who remained loyal te
their principles in spite of all torture and were never willing to
secure their own escape with behaviour as a result of which even
the slightest harm or suffering might have been caused to others,
the Defence acknowledges, though with mixed feelings, that there
were some who could not resist when tortured or were so afraid
of torture in advance that finally they sold their honour.
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— Liszlé Rajk signed a statement and from then on, like
Goethe's Dr. Faust, be, too, could not get away from the devil,
This becomes clear in the first place from that part of his statement
in which he says that the police sent him to Czechoslovakia in 1935
to expose those communists who were sending illegal material 1o
Hungary through Salgitarjan, “I naturally agreed to do this, there
was nothing else I could have done™ — Laszlé Rajk said about thijs,
The accused says in another part of his statement that when he
was given an important position in the Hungarian Communisy
Party after the Liberation, that is when he became secretary of the
Greater Budapest Party organisation, he was visited by Lieutenant-
Kovach, a member of the American Military Mission. Colonel
Kovach informed him that he had learned from Sombor-Schweinitzer,
the former Horthy police commissivner now living in the American
zone, that the accused had been a police informer. He asked him
to put his sérvices at the disposal of the American intelligence servies
and said that if he did not agree he would expose him to the
secretariat of the Communist Party which would also, of course, haye
meant that eriminal proceedings would be started against him, [
the summer of 1947 Laszlé Rajk spent his holidays in Abbazig,
Yugoslavia. Laszlo Rajk says in his statement that the Yugoslay
Minister of Home Affairs Rankovich visited him there and black-
mailed the accused with a photostat of the statement which Liszlg
Rajk had made to Police Commissioner Hetényi in 1931, and i
which, in return for his release, he had agreed to become an informer,

The Defence should point to section 72 of the Criminal Code,
according to which moral compulsion is a eause excluding or reducing
full responsibility, if the threat is to life or to physical soundness,
that is, a danger whose occurrence is immediately possible and ean-
not otherwise be prevented. In the case of Liszlé Rajk, even if
being under threat did not always entirely reduce his “'iHPUWﬂr_' it
did, however, seriously influence it, as it triumphed over the counter.
.motives which would have prevented him committing the crimes,
On apoint of law it has to be pointed out that according te the
indictment Ldszlé Rajk is guilty under section 2 of Article 60 of
Act IIL. 1930, of sedition and under section 1 of Article I of Act
VII 1946, of once and continously committing the crime of having
been the leader of an organisation aiming at the overthrow of the
democratic state order. According to the practice evolved by the
National Council of the People’s Court, if the sedition is directed
towards the overthrow of the democratic state order, then sectipn
2 of Article 60 of Act IIL. 1930 is incorporated with section 1 of "
Article 1 of Act VIL 1946. .
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The first aceused in the indictment is considered guilty of war
crimes under section 4 of Article 13 of Order 81/1945. M. E. given legal
force by Act VII of 1945, which he committed in joining, although a
Hungarian citizen, the ranks of the German army, or the German secu-
rity service 55, Gestapo etc. The indictment obviously considers that
this crime was committed when a German commission arrived at the
internment camp at Vernet in 1941, headed by a Gestapo major who
took Rajk on his own request to work in Germany and from there sent
him home to Hungary. Liszlé Rajk, while admitting these actions,
goes no further in his statement that this, the indictment goes no
further in its statement of facts, and no material came to light
at the trial, aceording to which the accused did serve in the S5 or
another German organisation. On this basis, the accused did not
with the above-mentioned acts commit acts such as are defined
as war crimes in the People’s Court order, Article 13 section 4.

I would say that I consider Laszlé Rajk to be only an accused
of the second degree in these criminal proceedings -— the imperialists
are the accused in the first degree. Laszlé Rajk was only an instru-
ment in their hands, who would perhaps have remained a decent
person if there had not been forces wanting to cause blood to flow
in Europe, and everywhere in the world where a fight was bein
waged for progress, socialism, bumanity and truth. Lészlé Rajf
stands before the eourt aceused of serious crimes, He wanted to
overthrow the democratic state order, working together with the
agents of foreign powers. But he shrank from taking the final steps.
It is a faect that before anything could have happened, the con-
gpiracy was discovered. I know that this alters nothing in the sub-
jeetive guilt of Laszlé Rajk, but this complete lack of result and
the fact that the accused recoiled, in any case reduces the objective
seriousmess of the czime.

That Laszlé Rajk’s statement admitted everything, greatly
contributed to the fact that the entire conspiracy was exposed and
we could see clearly who are the people who are fighting against
the state order, independence and freedom. Taking all this into
consideration, I ask for a lenient sentence,

This was followed by
Dr. Ietrdn Hovrdes
Gyibrgy Pilffy's Counsel for Defence.

Honoured Special Council of the People’s Court! In this trial the
Defence is, in a way, confronted with a dilemma. The Defence izin a
difficult position and it should, perhaps, therefore be accorded more
emphasis than nsual because many of our fellow citizens justly ask,
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should and can these accused be defended at all? If we examine this
question, honoured People’s Court, the answer, however difficult the
proof, can only be, yes, this task can and should be accepted,
the task which falls on the Defence by reason of its profession and
function.

Dr. Kovdes continued to enlarge on the duties of the Defence,
and then continued ;

In this trialthe Defence has to assemble mitigating circumstances
which would serve as the basis of the defenee out of small bricks,
pebbles or even grains of dust, trying to build some kind of
shelter for the defendant in this way. I think we can all agree that
the main accused in this trial are the western imperialists and the
Tito agents dangling on their strings. [ am sorry to say they are
not sitting before us on the benches of the accused, but their spirit
hovers above all the crimes of the accused. The Defence cannot
take the standpoint that the accused were only blind tools in the
hands of these forces. ¥or who could deny that the people sitting
before us are well-educated, highly intelligent, capable of independent
will. But yet the Defence can venlure to state that a great part
of the responsibility, and it can be said, a really significant part
falls on these dark powers, who found the most suitable, least resisting
elements with the least backbone for their base attacke against the
progressive forces of humanity. Those who used and ruthlessly
exploited all the weaknesses of character in the accused, who debase
buman beings with blackmail, outdoing even the rate of the American
gangsters in their ways and means, turn them into traitors to their
country and into gpies. They make use of ministers who are ready
to sell their people, the Rankoviches and the like, these monsters
devoid of all human feeling, who, carrying compromising documents
in their pockete like ordinary blackmailers, induce others to commit
the most heinous crimes. They steal and cheat, they lie and incite
people to treason, they pay with Judas money and buy the blood
of the working people, sitting on their money bags, they threaten the
welfare of humanity and their polluted breath is felt even in the
general atmosphere of decay that we have seen at this trial.

We all know that they will expiate their erimes and the
powerful invincible camp of the progressive powers of the world
will annihilate their dark forces.

The Defence, in wanting to place the major part of the respon-
sibility and guilt upon these forces, asks you at the same time to
consider that that part of the guilt wich is put on these forces
should be taken as a mitigating circumstance when cstablishing
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the guilt of my defendant. Laszlé Rajk had a particularly great
influence on my defendant, Gydrgy Palffy. Gydrgy Pality’s con-
nections with Lészlé Rajk were strengthened as early as 19435, that
is when he started on his terrible, guilty path. The leadership of
the country has to be taken over by Hajk — said Rankovich,
the bloody-handed Minister of Home Affairs. Palfly admitted the
leadership and influence of Rajk, whose abilities were greater than
his. Gyorgy Pilffy admitted that he reported to Laszlé Kajk without
delay and in detail on his discussions with Colonel Nedelkovich at
the Rome congress. Laszlo Rajk, however, — as revealed by the
evidence at the trial — was already acquainted with everything
at the time the report took place since he, as the head of the move-
ment against the people, had been informed of the treacherous plans
of the Tito gangsters earlier than Pilfiy.

It was Piltfy’s duty technically to organise the meetings with
Rankovich. Laszié Rajk did not even tell him where this meeting
took place. Pilffy, so to speak, played the role of an expert — and
I use this word in quotation marks, in the bad sense of the word —
the role of the expert who, as a soldier, had to find the best place
and territory for this base and hideous conspiracy. He prepared
plans for the armed putsch, also on Hajk's instructions, to whom
he submitted them and who explicitly agreed to them. Palffy was
an easy prey to his ruthless, evil-doing masters, for Brankov also
correctly said of him in his statement : it was not difficult to recruit
him as they saw even at the first meeting that in Pilffy they were
faced with a man who, becguse of his pationalist education and
convictions, was immediately inclined to follow the line indicated
by them.

In the case of Gyirgy Palffy, another part, and a very important
part, of the guilt can be attributed to the reactionary Horthy
system, fascist Italy, Mussolini and his fellow gangsters, the bank
directors and kulaks, and the Defence asks that these points should
be taken into consideration when meting out sentemce.

The third category in the arguments of the Defence — as
I have already mentioned — is the penitent admission of the accused.
The aceused Gyﬁrg}* Pallly penitently. admitted everything. He
acknowledged his guilt and did not belittle his role, neither did
he attempt to reduce the importance of his erimes and before the
People’s Court he has exhibited all the horrors, all the baseness
of a man who has erred.

I have to bring up the mitigating circumstances because on
the basis of these points of view I must request the honoured
People’s Court to judge whether section 91 of the Criminal Code
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can be applied when sentencing the accused Gysrgy Palffy, or not.
The defence asks you to weigh up the mitigating circumstances
just mentioned or otherwise apparent when passing sentence.

Then
Dv. Ldszld Névay,

Counsel for Defence for Lazar Brankov, spoke.

The indictment charges Lazar Brankov on three counts.
According to the indictment the first erime is, as defined in section
1 of Article 1 of Act VII. 1946, that of having once and continuously
been the leader of an organisation aiming at the overthrow of the
democratic state order. Aecording to the indictment the second
crime is defined in section 3 of Article 60 of Aet I1I. 1930 and
within the meaning of section3 of Article 61, as the crime of espionage.
The third ¢rime — in the words of the indictment — is that of
being an accomplice to murder by incitement before the act,
according to section 1 of Article 69 of the Criminal Code, in contra-
vention of Article 278 of the Criminal Code.

Honoured People®s Court! We have to examine whether the facts
that have been established at the trial prove the erimes mentioned
in the charge, whether the indictment states the facts correctly and
whether it classifics the acte of Lazar Brankov correctly, according
to our laws. The penal elassification of these acts of the third accused
is disputable. It cannot be aceepted as correct in ite reference to
section 1 of Article 1 of Aet VII. 1946 in the indictment, that is
its reference to the accused being guilty of having been the leader
of an organisation aiming at the overthrow of the democratic state
order. The accused was only a member of this organisation, and
not its leader. The trial left no doubt on the question of who were
the leading persons of the organisation. Some of the leaders are
sitting here in the dock, some of them are not sitting here among
the accused, but the accused have named those who were pulling
the strings of this organisation aimed at the overthrow of this demo-
cratic state order from abroad. Lazar Brankov, the third accused,
was only an agent of theirs, his activity therefore is within the
meaning of section 2 of Article 1 of Act VIL.1946, as a deed of active
participation in, or promotion of the organisation.

The third accused admitted that he had committed the crime
indicated in paragraph 3/B of parts 1 and 2 of the indictment.
The data revealed at the trial supported this admission. The un-
acceptable part is, however, Honoured People's Court, the qualifi-
cation of this activity in the indictment. The spying deeds of the
accused are not within the meaning of section 3 of Article 61 of Act

279



I11.1930, since Article 61 of Act II1. 1930, was replaced by the cumula-
tive condition required by section 3 of Article 2 of Act XVIIL 1934,
saying — here I quote the law — that the deed has been committed
by exploiting public cmployment, or a position of official trust or
a position arising from service or contract with the authorities.
This does not hold good in the case of Lazar Brankov, the third
accused, for it is evident that the passage of the law quoted, alludes
to a civil servant of the Hungarian state or an official trust of the
Hungarian state or a position arising from service or contract with
the Hungarian authorities. Consequently, Lazar Brankov who is
a Yupoelav citizen and was subject to the above position with
regard to the Yugoslav state and its authorities, is not liable to
punishment according to section 3 of Article 2 of Act XVIIIL. 1934,
the activity of the third accused is within the meaning of section
2 of Article 2 of Act XVIII. 1934, which replaced Article 61 of
Act III. 1930.

Paragraph 3/C of parts 1 and 2 of the indictment accuses
the third accused Lazar Brankov of the crime of murder in contra-
vention of Article 278 of the Criminal Code, committed asan accessory
to murder by incitment before the deed, as defined by section 1 of
Article 69 of the Criminal Code. The third accused did not plead
guilty to the crime covered by this paragraph of the indictment.
This part of the indictment was not corroborated by the facts
revealed at the trial. This part of the indictment, honoured People’s
Court, i not valid either from the point of view of the facts, or the
meaning of the law.

From the facts which emerged at the trial it can be established
that Lazar Brankov did not incite Zivko Boarov, who killed Milo$
Moich. On the contrary, from the proceedings of the trial it can be
established that Lazar Brankov opposed the murder of Milof Moich
and disapproved of the directives of Tito and Rankovich to this
end. The vague stalement about this of the murderer Boarov can-
not be taken into consideration. Boarov cannot know what happened
between Brankov and Mrazovich, whether or not Brankov opposed
the murder. The confrontation remained fruitless, but Boarov, too,
only stated that Brankov in his, Boarov's, presence did not oppose
the action to be committed against Moich, which is easily concei-
vable, ag a Counsellor of a Legation cannot well defy the Minister in the
presence of a member of the public. The statement of the indictment
according to which Lazar Brankov instructed Zivko Boarov to kill
MiloS Moich, and that according to the indictment he gave the
revolver of the Yugoslav Minister Mrazovich to Boarov, was not
proved at all. On the contrary, the facts revealed at the trial show
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that Lazar Brankov had a dispute with Yugoslav Minister Mrazovich,
who appreved of the instructions of Tito and Rankovich and that
it was Mrazovich himself who gave his revolver to Boarov. The murder
was organised by Blafich and the attach? to the Legation Zivko
Boarov, and on that oceasion Brankov was not even present.

Hence, in my opinion it is indisputable that, against Brankov,
the charge of incitement to murder is not established.

After this, Dr. Névay went into details of Brankov's character,
speaking of “weakness of willpower” and ‘““wavering” and concluded
his plea as follows :

Honoured People’s Court! I believe these weighty extenuating
circumstances cannot be disregarded in establishing the degree of
guilt and the verdict to be passed on the third accused. I appeal to
the Court for a merciful verdict.

The President gives the floor to
Dr. Gylirgy Csanddy
Counsel for Defence for Dr. Tibor Szény: :

Honoured People’s Court!

The Prosecutor has proved at the trial the facts contained
in the indictment. I do not wish to discuss these facts as they were
humbly admitted by the accused and were also corroborated by
the other data of the trial. On the basis of these facts, the charge
against Dr. Tibor Szényi comprises, on the one hand, the crime of
sedition within the meaning of part 2 of section 1 of Article 60 of Aet IIL.
1930, and within the meaning of section 3 of Article 61; on the other
hand, it comprises the erime of having been a leader of an orga-
nisation aiming at the overthrow of the democratic state order
as defined in section 1 of Article 1 of Act YIL 1946.

Against this latter qualification of the Prosecuter, however,
I have to raise an ohjection, as according to the view of the Defence
Tibor Szényi is guilty not of having been a leader, but only of
having actively participated in an anti-democratic organisation,
that is to say that his crime is within the meaning of section 2, and
not of section 1, of Article 1 of Act VII, 1946,

Tibor Szdnyi supported this apti-democratic movement with
two deeds. First, by giving directives to his spy group which he
put into important posts of the state and economic apparatus,
to strive to exert disruptive work and propaganda against the
political line of the Communist Party and the people’s democracy.
Secondly, that in the course of his connections with Rajk and upon
Rajk’s instructions, he abused his high position and placed into the
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state and economic apparatus individuals whom he knew
to be spies, or pro-American eclements hostile to the people’s
democracy.

With regard to the first deed, the Szényi group was in the
first place amfdm:isivcl}' an espionage group. [ts disturbing activity
and wrecking work was apt to create a favourable atmosphere
for an anti-democratic conspiracy. With this, however, they attained
only the stage of preliminary activities for an anti-democratic
conspiracy, thus being liable to punishment according to Article
6 of Act VIL. 1946. After establishing contact with Rajk, the imperial-
ist masters actually attached Szényi, and through Szbnyi his group,
to the organisation which the imperialists had created for the actual
overthrow of the Hungarian people’s democracy. From that time
on, however, the leading role in the movement was played by
Laszlé Rajk.

With regard to Szémyi's other series of deeds, concerning the
placing of other spies and vacillating elements outside his group,
— according to the facts which emerged at the trial one could not
speak of a definite organisation. This was only a reserve of the
anti-democratic conspiracy and as a preliminary activity, ranks
again within Article 6 of Aet VII. 1946.

Szonyi’s decline started when the American seeret service
ensnared him with intent. A group of people living in political
emigration in Switzerland, who had long been isolated from the
work of the movement, having confused political ideas, was approa-
ched at first unobtrusively by the American espionage service. The
first American organising agent presented himself as a representative
of an unselfish, charitable religions relief organisation and exploiting
the financial position of the refugees, supported them with small
amounts of finaneial aid. “Supported them!" Most probably, in
the Western press they even boasted of the charitable work which
the American religious organisations performed among politically
persecuted persons. But obviously they omitted to say anything
of the fact that these relief organisations were identical with the
organising, the leading stratum of the espionage organisations, and
that the receipts of the subsidies paid, which they demanded with
the accuracy of an accountant, were also kept in reserve for the

purposes of blackmail.

Thus it was that Field approached the Swiss group, that is,
Szényi, through under-cover activity pursued throughout a number
of years, and it was in this way that Szényi came to be under his
obligation, and his liking for the Americans was increased.
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This, however, was only the first stage in the policy of ensna-
ring. Then the instrument of ideological deception also appeared.
Exploiting the personal connection established, and the political
chaos of the Szényi group, the American secret service smuggled
among them the hook of the remegade of the working clase, the
ex-communist Browder. The agent of the Yugeslav Tito group
— who was incidentally, an American spy, yet of ecourse
disguised as a soldier of revolutionary Yugoslavia, also joined.
Through the intervention of all these, they succeeded first in
indueing this petty bourgeois group to accept American
imperialist policy and to make it the basis of their political acti-
vity, and later, to become its accomplices, its spies.

. This means that Széinyi,was purposely, and by artful methods,
drawn into the espionage organisation, first through financial obli-
gations, then through ideological deception, and it is characteristic
that when Szdnyi was already willing to enter the service of the
espionage organisation, then Dulles, just to make quite certain,
produced from his pocket the receipt for the financial aid. Szényi's
first step on the path of crime was not taken on his own initiative,
was not even a consequence of fear of physical punishment, on the
contrary it was the result of the thorough, manifold organising
activity of the imperialist agents, and we cannot entirely disregard
this fact in establishing Sz8nyi's responsibility. o

According to Szdnyi’s humble admission at the trial, which
was not refuted in the course of the trial and due to its sincerity
deserves full eredit, Szényi recoiled on hearing the plan of a violent,
armed assumption of power and attempted to discourage Rajk.

Naturally, all this is apt to mitigate the terrible weight of
Szinyi's crime, only to an insignificant degree, but it too belongs
to the clearing up of the role played by Szénvi.

As a truly and significantly mitigating circumstance I can
only mention that Szdnyi, who in the last phase was already hesita-
ting, has after his arrest turned against his crimes, turned against
the heinous organisation which abused him as an instrument and
of which he himself was an important part, and with his admis-
gions, from the wvery heginning has: endeavoured to contribute to
averting the danger which he himself helped to conjure up.

The verdict to be pronounced in this trial will be the verdict
of the people on those who wanted to replace the peaceful work
of the working neople, their secure” and happy life, with misery and
a blood bath. This verdict will echo far beyond the frontiers of the
country. To the Court of the Hungarian people’s democracy that
is conscious of its power, I appeal for a merciful verdict for Tibor
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Szényi who though guilty of a grave crime, yet was merely an
instrument of the principal eriminals.

For the Defence of Andrds Szalai,

Dr. Jinos Semjfai
takes the floor :

Honoured People’s Court! Andris Szalai can be ranked only
as a hundredth or thousandth accused of the trial now facing its
conclusion. He is preceded by the dark powers of imperialism
physically still invisible, yet in their operations more perceptible.
These dark powers must be outlined, — because they cannot he
defended, no possibility of defence exists for them.

Andris gzalai is guilty, he admitted his crimes himself. 1n
consideration of the facts admitted by him and proved by the evi-
dence at the trial, in his defence I can only state in what respects
he proved to be guilty, and what criminal acts he committed,
which laws, which passages of the law, he violated by his activity.

In the following passage, the Counsel for Defence explained that
when Szalai betrayed the prisoners of the Sdtoraljaughely jail who agtempt-
ed to break away, he could not guess that as a consequence, 64 persons
would be massacred and his activity should therefore be judged more
Leniently.

In opposition to the standpoint of the prosecution — the
defender went on — according to which Andris Szalai is guilty of
the crime of sedition indicated by section 3 of Article 60 of Aect
ITT. 1930 and within the meaning of section 3 of Article 61,
the standpoint of the Defence is that the activity of the accused is
to be considered within the meaning of section 2 of Article 64 ;
Andras Szalai’s activity would only be considered within the meaning
of section 3 of Article 61 quoted by the prosecuting authority, if he
had committed the criminal act considered to be the crime of the
accused, by abusing his pesition in the civil service or his official
appointment. But the accused was not a public official and also had
no official appointment. Thus, Andras Szalai’s eriminal act cannot
be considered according to the point of view of the Prosecutor, but
only according to that of the Defence, in accordance with_section
2 of Article 64, az I have explained.

I call the attention of the honoured People’s Court to the
fact that all the secrets which Andris Szalai admitted he had commu-
nicated to Tito’s agent were, in fact, the same as the Yugoslav intelli-
gence service became acquainted with through Lészlé Rajk or
Gyorgy Palffy. To refer only to one example, in the case of the fron-
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tier guard, Gydrgy Palffy himself admitted that there was no secret
which he would not communicate to the Tito gang, and therefore
the secrets communicated by Andris Szalai could have no special
value or importance.

These circumstances raised by the Defence can at least ke
considered as essential mitigating circumstances.

In opposition to the standpoint of the prosecution, according
to which Andrds Szalai is guilty of the crime of leading an organi-
sation directed at the overthrow of the democratic state order, indi-
cated by section 1 of Article 1 of Act VII. 1946, the standpoint o
the Defence is that the activity of the accused, thatsis, the placing
of the persons indicated by the Yugoslav intelligence service into
more or lesg, but rather less, important positions, can only be consi-
dered within the meaning of section 1 of Article 64 of Act III. 1930,
for he placed the persons indicated to him for the purpose of making
accessible to the persons acting in the interest of Tito’s intelligence
service, the secret or secrets with which the Yugoslav intelligence
service withed to get acquainted.

There are no data indicating that the accused would have
united, directed and led the activity of the few persons he had
appointed.

The Defence called attention to Szalai’s admission of his guilt
and requested a lenient sentence from the People’s Court.

The President : Next comes

Dr. Emil Zarubai
for the Defence of Milan Ognjenovich.

Dr. Zarubai : Honoured People’s Court. Starting to speak in
defence of Milan Ognjenovich, I admit that I, too, am under the
influence of the speech for the prosecution. The political evalu-
ation of this grave criminal trial was given by the People’s Prosecutor
in such a way that the indictment cannot be attacked from the
standpoint of the political evaluation, even by the Defence. I must,
however, contest the standpoint of the indictment in essential ques-
tions from the point of view of the legal evaluation, in order to
establish the truth. The accused Ognjenovich also admitted the
facte accepted as the basis of the charge. This admission is in aceor-
dance with the other data of the trial, notably with Brankov’s state-
ment. So there is no possibility for the Defence to plead something
which would serve as an extenuating circumstance for the accused,
even from the point of view of the question of proof. The facts
are given, and it is impossible for the Defence to contest them. What
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can be attacked in the charge against the accused Ognjenovich is,
on the one hand the question of the legal classification, and on the
other hand the question of meting out the punishment.

As neither the person, nor the act committed by the accused,
are so dangerous, that the severcst sentemce indicated by section
1 of Article 61 would be justified — Counsel for the Defence ended
has apeech — 1 :reupectfullly ask that these mitigating circumstances
be taken into consideration when sentence is meted out.

Next came
Dr. Ferenc Aldces.

Counsel fﬂr Drfenre af Béla Korondy.

Honoured PmpIt & Court. There is no doubt that the insti-
gators of the conspiracy intended that Korondy should do the dirtiest
work, for if the conspiracy had been carried out, it would have
been he who would have given the orders for the execution of the
bestial murders. There is no doubt that Korondy engaged himself —
at least in the presence of Rajk and Palffy — to carry out these
taske, and in this way he became a member of the movement designed
to overthrow the state order. This is proved, in addition to his
pleading guilty, by the corresponding statements of Rajk and Palffy.
Thus, his guilt is indisputable.

The Defence has no doubt, too, that he has committed a crime
under Aet VIL 1946 concerning the legal defence of the demo-
cratic state order and the Republic. The indictment classifies
Korondy's participationin the conspiracy within the meaningof section
1 of Article 1 of this act, that is, Korondy’s aetivity would be equi-
valent to that of leading the organisation directed towards the
overthrow of the demoeratic state order. However, I should consider
this classification of the indictment am error. The above act of
Korondy consists of taking instructions from Rajk and Palffy.
It is also obvious that if the putsch were carried out and the instruc-
tions obeyed, Korondy would have been the leader of those armed
troops whose tasks we already know., He would, in fact, have been
a leader if he had organised those groups for the purposes of the
putsch, in accordance with his instructions in the plan which was
made known to him.

But we know that the putsch did not take place and, thus,
as it did not get so far as to be carried out, the instructions given by
the first aceused were not carried out either.

In other words, in this connection Korondy had no epportunity
to carry out the activities for which he was designed, marked out,
as a leader. It is true that Korondy admitted that he caused the
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penetration of Horthy’s officers and other anti-democratic elements
not only into the military political department, but also into the
frontier guard, the Ministry of Home Affairs and the police. But
this placing of his reactionary confederates took place continuously,
even from 1945, long before he had become acquainted with the
conspiracy.

Pleading guilty, he said in his statement that Liszlé Rajk
made him acquainted with the plan of the uprising only in March,
1948, that, is one and a balf years after he was appointed to the
Ministry of Home Affairs. There are no proofs and even the indict-
ment did not say that Korondy would have placed anybody for
the purpose of the conspiracy or would have helped them to be
cleared, or would have saved them from inclusion in the dismissals
list. We don’t know anyone whom Korondy acquainted with the
plan of the putsch or organised into the conspiracy. Consequently
there are no such persons led by Korondy in this capacity of con-
spirator and of whom he could be considered as leader of their
activities directed to the overthrow of the democratic state order.

It is most probable that he would have carried out his under-
ground work if the leaders had given the signal. But this is only
a probability, honoured People’s Court, and not being the subject
of the indictment, it cannot be taken into consideration in passing
sentence.

Finally Counsel for Pal Justus.

Dr., Jozsef Nehéz-Possony
spoke for the Defence :

Honoured People’s Court. Pal Justus the eighth accused fully
admitted his guilt in the charge. This eircumstance discharges the
Defence of the accustomed obligation to explain the statement of
the facts in detail.

The statement of Pal Justus has shown the same astonishing
picture about the attitude of this accused during the trial as has
been shown by the statements of his fellow-accused, with whose
activity both the honoured representative of the Prosecution and my
colleagues,the Counsels for Defence have dealt. This picture is an asto-
nishing one in the case of Pal Justus, too. He was a member of the
Central Committee of the leading Party of the country. The accused
was a member of the National Assembly, the vice-president of the
Hungarian Radio, a man in a high political positien, in a good job
with a nice salary, who got everything from this state order and
society, from the people’s democracy, that a member of a society,
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a citizen of a state, could get. And suddenly, it appeared that this
man was a police informer; that at the same time he was the member of
two foreign intelligence services, that he disseminated Trotskyist
propaganda in the interests of foreign imperialist aims and what is
more, he participated in an organisation directed against the state
order of the people’s democracy, with the aim of overthrowing it.

As in the case of all the accused at this trial, the question
arises whether there is anything to say in defence of the accused.
As the accused fully admitted his guilt in respect of facts and in the
crimes of which he is accused, the task of the Defence can only be,
in the given case, the correct legal classification of the crimes and
the enumeration of the extenuating circumstances with reference
to his personal circumstances.

After this, there remains nothing but a short summary of the
extenuating circumstances, to wit, the penitent admission from the
very beginning of the investigation proceedings, which was therefore
of a revealing valuable character. He came from a petty bourgeois
milieu into the working class movement and because of his class
position he vacillated. Right at the heginn.i.ng, his contact with the
working class movement took place by way of a fraction group.
He worked in the Soecial Democratic Party under negligible party
diseipline and although I cannot eay this about his later activities,
at least his start is greatly charactericed and influenced by the
negligible education he received in the Social Democratic Party.

He got into the clutches of the police because of his partici-
pation in the working class movement. He undertook to become
an informer in a tight spot, and under constraint. He tried in vain
later to get rid of the clutehes of the police; they reached him where-
ever he was and continued to blackmail him. He was a victim of
Trotskyist influence and propaganda. He is physically sick and in
addition, his psychological constitution and will-power were very
weak and he behaved in a cowardly way, He only undertook his
activities in the intelligence organisation because he was threatened
with exposure of his past activity as a police informer ; that is, he
was in such a tight spot that he could not escape otherwise.

I also make mention of the fact that he committed his crime
under the spiritual and forcible influence of others, notably the
Tito agents.

Summarising the whole, the defence asks the People’s Court
to pass a lenient sentence on Pil Justus, in making a correct legal
classification of his erimes, and in taking all the extenuating circum-
stances into consideration.
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THE LAST PLEA

The Special Council of the People’s Court resumed the trial in
the eriminal case of Rajk and his accomplices on Thursday mor-
ning. The President of the Court, Dr. Péter Janké, opened the trial a few
minutes after 9 a. m.

The President : The Special Council of the People’s Court
resumes the trial adjourned yesterday. [ establish that the Defence
is present in its original personal composition. The accused are
also present. The accused are entitled to a last plea.

Ldezld Rajk
stand forth!

Rajk : Mr. President, Honoured Puop[e'a Court! In the course
of the investigation and on the occasion of my testimony before
the People’s Court I told everything and admitted everything, both
in detail and in substance, [ therefore have nothing to add to
this. I feel it necessary, however, to make a few additional remarks
just touching upon the questions and points which have come up
in the meantime.

— In the first place, before the People’s Court passes its
verdict, to avoid and eliminate any misunderstanding, I must
point out that everything that I ever did and committed I commit-
ted always on my own decision, after free deliberation. The various
accidental circumstances and other compelling conditions to which I
referred in my testimony were only of a secondary or even more
subordinate nature. In this connection, however, itis undoubtedly
true that to a certain extent I became an instrument of Tito, or
rather of Tito’s policy — of the same Tito who followed in Hitler’s
wake and followed Hitler's policy in the Balkans and in Eastern
Europe, and who was backed by the American imperialists, his
ruling masters.

— In conclusion, I fully agree with most of the statements
of the Prosecutor ; of course, I am not here thinking of the secon-
dary and in any case unimportant details, but of the substance.
Now, precisely because of this, I declare in advance that whatever
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the sentence of the People’'s Court may be in my case, I shall con-
sider this sentence just.

The President :

Gybrgy Pdiffy
stand forth!

Pilffy : I am standing before the Court of the Hungarian
people because I have committed the gravest crimes against the
people and my country. Tﬂking advantage of my P'url.}r membership
and my high position, I worked against the people cons-
ciously and in a plnnn{:d way, against the same people whom 1
should have thanked for all my advance and all my prosperity,
for whose loyal service and for the defence of whose interests
I took an oath. [ served the interestz of the sworn enemics of the
Hungarian people. I have sincerely and deeply regretted my whole
criminal activity, all my deeds, plans and my treacherous attitude.
It is true that because of my chauvinist and fascist altitude, because

Iu‘f my class position, my whole past and education, 1 entered the
Communist Party only as a pretence to cover up for my real acti-
vities, and as an enemy ; but since my arrest I have re-evaluated
my whole life. And today I can already pazs judgement upon my
activities. Today I already see clearly what the results of the exe-
cution of our plan would have been : instead of peaceful construc-
tive work, bloody civil war ; instead of a rising standard of living,
the same misery as oxists in the Marshallised countries ; instead
of the freedom of the working people, the rootless, oppressive rule
of the returning bourgecisie ; instead of independence, political
domination and economic expleitation by the United States; and in
addition to all this the fact that this would have been doubly [eltthrough
the influence of America’s agent, Tito, so that for the Hungarian
people it would have meant double oppression; and finally, instead
of peace and a socialist future, the role of cannon fodder for the
Hungarian people in a new anti-Soviet war, in the interests of profit
for the American capitalists and their ambitions for world domina-
tion. This would have heen the result of our activities had we
succeeded. .

I am very sorry that it is only now that [ see this so clearly
in all its connections, and I deeply regret that we brought the
Damocles sword of such a menace over the Hungarian pesple. [ feel,
however, that T have the right to accuse not only myself and oursel-
ves, but also those who were the actual organisers and managers
of this conspiracy against the Hungarian people and against peace :
the Tito clique and their masters, the American imperialists. I have
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a right to this for I am their victim, too. I have a right to this because
as one of the initiated, active, leading members of the conspiracy,
I bave a chance to expose them. We are heinous criminals but —
perbaps there are no further gradations in this, but il there are
gradations — Tito, Rankovich and their associates are even worse
eriminals, they who carry on recklessly and in mass pro-
portions their destructive work endangering peace, against the
people and hindering the bul]ﬂlng of socialism in the countries
of the peoples’ demucracies, in order to prolong their rule over the
Yugoslav people for a while yet and to execute the American
commands.

From our case, one can establish that a wide-spread network
of agents, shrewdly planned actions, an indiscriminate use of any
means available, and a persistent attempt at violent armed inter-
venMon in the home affairs of foreign countries — these are charac-
teristic of the methods of Tito and his right-hand man, the adventurer
Rankovich.

In my case they recognised my chauvinist, fascist attitude,
they deliberately and in a planned way developed and used this,
and so they drew me in, they enmeehed me in, for the execution of
their criminal plans. Brankov spoke to me only figuratively about
the need for a puhtn:aI (‘hangu he still tried to cover up esplunaga
and my recruitment for the organisation with bombast about
mutual co-operation. LoZich gave me conecrete advice for wrecking
work ; and [Lokalj then relayed directly and openly Rankovich's
instructions.

It is alzo undoubtedly true — they said it outright —
that the instructions on the basis of which they were working came
from Tite’s immediate eirele, in most cases from Rankovich, but
more than once from Tito himself, It was not a matter of one or the
other urganisnti[m, or the whole of the Yugoslav secret service,
but it was Tito’s personal plans and instructions which were inter-
preted to me by his agents. LoZich, anaI] and Nedelkovich also
told me clearly that not only here, but in the rest of the peoples’
democracies too, the same sort of activities were going on through
different agents of Tito and in the framework of a large coherent
plan. Tito and his clique themsclves are only execuntors of this plan,
the authors are the imperialist leaders of America. In addition, I
would like to gmphaﬁinr that the whole of Tito’s and Rankovich's
underground activities and their underground network, built up for
the sake of these activities, served first of all not to obtain lnte]llgence
but to prepare for armed intervention in domestic affairs, the
creation of conditions, the pretext for such an adventurous intervens-
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tion. Tito and Rankovich, who saw that in the countriezs of the
peoples’ democracies the forces of internal reaction have been defea-
ted one after the other, wanted to find a pretext to fulfill the Ameri-
can command through — the last resort but favourite means of
adventurers — armed intervention. This command was to tear
the peoples’ democracies forcibly from the camp of peace and chain
them to the camp of the imperialists. To carry out this command
at any price — this is the explanation why Tito and Rankovich
insisted on this plan with such angry persistance, in spite of the
fact that the chances of success for this plan visibly and constantly
diminished. This is the reason why the decisive factors in their
plan were: common murder, the exportation of hired assassins,
and armed adventure.

I know that I cannot reduce my responsibility with all this,
but with my confession I would hke to make reparations at least
in part for all the harm I caused the Hungarian people. I know
that I deserve a heavy penalty. I ask the Court to conzider my
repentence.

The President :

Lazar Brankov!

Brankov : Here [ stand facing the People’s Court, as one of
the participants in the plot against the Hungarian People’s Republie,
And sinece I stand before the Court of a country which is building
socialism, this puts me under the obligation — as it does ever
other person who still wants to remain honest — to tell the truth
and to speak sincerely. And this is how I have behaved at this trial.

I consider it my duty to state that I have not done so under
any coercion. This is my answer to those who will say that I con-
fessed something under coercion, or that some narcotic medicine was
used. I consider it my duty to declare squarely here, in front of the
People’s Court, why T have told about everything and why I have
told about everything sincerely.

I severely injured the interests. of the Hungarian People's
Republic. I severely injured the interests of the Yugoslav people,
the interests of my own people and the interests of the whole inter-
national working class movement, too.

There are three grave charges against me. The first is that 1
was member, leader and organiser of the comspiracy, the second,
that in my capacity as the chief representative of the UDB, I pur-
sued spying activities on the territory of Hungary and the third,
that I was an accessory to the murder of Milof Moich. I do mnot
want now to belittle my responsibility in stating that I feel myself
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guilty on the first and second charge, and that on the third charge,T am
morally responsible in not having done more to hinder this murder.

My Defence has spoken about this in detail and I shall not
speak about that. I would like only to speak about a few circums-
stances to throw light on my role here in Hungary. Tito’s closest
collaborators were imperialist agents. They were almighty in the
Party and Tito was entirely in their hands. Kardelj, Djilas, Ranko-
vich, these three were almighty in the Yugoslav Party and liqui-
dated all those people who dared to say a word against their policy.
They had two members of the political committee, Zujovich and
Hebrang, arrested, and murdered Colonel-General Arso .} ovanovich
without trial, only because they opposed Tito's policy.

Under such conditions, it is comprehensible that the ordi-
nary Party members did not dare to protest or to pronounce their
own opinions ; they preferred to stay quiet and they carried out
the tasks they got, although they did not agree with them all.
The same happened to me, too, as to thousands of the Yugoslav
Party members who carried out the instructions of the Tito gang
and thus became enemies of our own people. I became an enemy
of that people for whose freedom I had fought four years as a parti-
gan with arms in my bands. I was never an enemy of the Hungarian
people and I was a friend of the best sons of the Hungarian people
who were, during the war, partisans in Yugoslavia and we fought
together against fascism. After the war, however, I carried out the
instructions and the tasks given by the Tito gang, I became a con-
spirator against the Hungarian people’s democratic government.

That I am here today on the bench of the accused, is a result
of the fact that I allowed them to make me an instrument in the
hands of the Tito gang and that I did not hreak with the Tito gang
immediately after the historic resolution of the Information Bureau.

I trust that the Court of the Hungarian People’s Republic,
passing a sentence on me of a gravity which will be proportionate
to my crimes, will take all these circumstances into consideration.
I await the sentence I merit.

The President ; :
Dr. Tibor Sczényl!

Dr. Tibor Szinyi : Honoured People’s Court. In the course
of my statement, I laid open here, before the Hungarian working
people, with complete sincerity and quite openly all the great erimes
I committed through the conspiracy aimed at the violent
overthrow of the Hungarian people’s democracy, and my 5p}rin%
activities for the American and Yugoslav intelligence organs.
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told everything that I knew in connection with this affair. [ did
not spare either myself or my accomplices.

1 was able to be sincere as I confessed to my crimes, I recognis-
ed my grave respomsibility. I was able to reveal everything
completely for I not only became separated from my criminal past,
but I turned with hatred and contempt against both my hideous
crimes and my accomplices, thoze who ecommizsioned me and whose
interests I served, that is, the American imperialista and their
satellites, Tito’s base gang.

I am standing here before the Hungarian people with
sincere repentence and deep shame, in the company of spies, trait-
ors, provocateurs and adventurers, to whom 1 too belonged. I can
only speak with a bent head and lowered lids about our villainous
and base plans which aimed to dl!:i'LI'U}' the freedom, the happi.ncss-,
the peace of the Hungarian working people, which aimed to make
a gang of base adventurers the leaders of the country, and
toldrag Hungary down to the degree of an American and Yugoslav
COoLONY.

}'}hn course of my erimes did not start in the autumn of 1944,
when I became an agent of the American secret service, Before
that I had already come into contact more then once with
provocateurs and enemies of the working class within the movement,
who made me vacillate and who spread the seeds of a hostile idenlogy
in me. Step by step, T was more and more influenced by Trotskyist
circles in 1943 and 1944 in Switzerland, where I became separated
from the working class movement for a long time. In 1944 I openly
professed wviews serving the interests of American imperialism.
The treacherous theory of Browder played a great part in this. My
political treason, like a magnet, drew the agents of the American
and Yugoslav secret services around me, the result of whose
recruiting and intermediary activities was that I engaged myself,
fully aware of my action, to carry out the tasks given to me by the
American secret service. As in so many other cases, in my case, too,
political treason led straight into the camp of the enemy and the
spies.

F In the interest of the American imperialist war provecateurs
and their accomplices. Tito’s villainous gang, and aceording to the
instructions they worked out together, I became an accomplice in
hideous ecrimes against the Hungarian people’s democracy and
peace. I carried out espionage according to the instructions of the
American and Yugoslav informers. I carried out destructive actis
vities in the common interest of the American imperialists and
Tito's gang. I participated in the activity directed at the overthrow
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of the Hungarian people’s democracy by armed violence, aiming
at the establishment of a bourgeois government and the turning
of Hungary to the side of imperialist America and Tito’s gang.
I had knowledge of the plan, the joint plan of the American and
and Yugoslav imperialists, according to which they wanted to
establish an anti-Soviet base under the name of the Balkan Federation,
headed by Tito. My crimes are serious and I do not want to belittle
them when I say that the chief criminals are the brains behind
them, the architects of the plans, the organisers and the directors
who are unfortunately absent from the benches of the accused. These
are the American imperialist warmongers and Tito, Rankovich, Kar-
delj and Djilas who are entirely in agreement with them and play
the same tune. The joint plan of the American imperialists and Tito
against the freedom and peace of the people was not recently
hatched. These plans are the offsprings of that marriage which
Tito entered into with the imperialists even in 1944,

During my examination I testified in detail about facts that
I found out myself, according to which the closest co-operation
between the American seccret service and the Yugoslav secret ser-
vice existed even in 1944, Together they worked to infiltrate
Yugoslav and American spies into the countries in Eastern Europe.
I repeat : in the ease of the transference of the Hungarian espionage
group into Hungary the co-nperation of the two secret organisations
was s0 close that it was difficult to define where the American secret
service ended and where the Yugoslav began.

But Tito was not satisfied with subjecting his own people
and country to the American imperialists. On the directions of the
American instigators, he accepted the dirccting role in the conspi-
racy aimed at av::rl;hwwing the peoples’ democracies, and the
orgamsation of prmrucatmng against the Hungarian people’s demo-
eracy. This conspiracy, the FlJ,]k conspiraey, from the lirst moment
was directed jointly by the Americans and the Yugoslavs, and
Tito and Rankovich wers responsible for the immediate
direction.

Tito, Rankovich, Kardelj and Djilas conceal their roles as Ame-
rican agents from the Yugnﬁljav people by an ideclogy of their own
fabrication dressed in the Yugoslav national colours, that is, that
they can achieve socialism in a special way. But in discussions
conducted with us and their accomplices, they discarded this mask,
then they openly spoke about the averthrow of the people’s demo-
cratic government order, and to achieve this aim they did not
ghrink from committing any kind of monstrous deed. The Titoites
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were ready for armed intervention in Hungary, for base acts of
terror against Hungarian statesmen, and for bloody armed frontier
provocations.,

Honoured People's Court! I too served these evil plans. My own
crime is not less when compared to the monstrous deeds of the
main criminals, the American warmongers and Tito's willainous
gang. The seriousness of my responsibility is reflected by that very
comparison. Just before my arrest I was in doubt a number of times,
I condemned the plans but did not have enough courage to oppose
them openly and to expose them. I recognise my guilt in all respects.
I ask the honoured People’s Court when determining my punish-
ment to take into consideration that I have regretted my acts, that
I have tried to assist in disclosing everything connected with this
matter, have told everything frankly and have turned my back
on my guilty past,

The President :
Andrds Szalai!l

Szalai : Honoured People’s Court! In my last plea I want to
emphasise, and I want to state before the People's Court, that I
have frankly told of everything I have committed against the Hun-
garian Republic and the Hungarian people. I feel that a straight
road leads from the treachery which I committed against the
working class movement in the past, te my co-operation
with Tite’s treacherous clique. This is how I became an accomplice
to those spies and murderers, to those traitors who, hiding behind
the diplomatic mask, carried out their harmful activities fur
many years in Hungary against the Hungarian People’s Repub-
lic. I have frankly laid bare my ceimes before the People’s Court.
I await the heavy sentence of the People’s Court. Yet I ask the
People’s Court to spare my life.

The President :
Milan Ognjenovieh!

Ognjenovich : Honoured People’s Court! In my last plea
I would like again to acknowledge my crimes committed against
the Hungarian government. I ask the honoured People’s Court,
when arriving at the sentence, to take into consideration that the
Tito gang exploited my financial situation and recruited me to
their ranks. I regret, I have honestly regretted my crimes and ask
the honoured People's Court to spare my life and to give me another
chance to return to a decent life.
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The President ;
Béla Korondy!

Korondy : Mr. President! Honoured People’s Court! I, az an
active participant in the anti-government conspiracy, again admit m
absolute guilt. Laszlé Rajk, convinced that I was his follower an
supporter, drew me into the conspiracy in March, 1948. He instructed
me to organise a special detachment of reliable persons whose duty
it would be to arrest the members of the Government, and to physi-
cally annihilate Ministers Rikosi, Farkas and Gerd. In addition to
the assignment from Rajk, Palffy received orders that it would
be my task to take over command of the armed police forces, with
these to seize and occupy the more important objectives in Buda-
pest and in this way to promote the success of the conspiracy.

This was my role in the conspiracy, whose leaders were Laszlé
Rajk and Cybrgy Palffy who are now sitting on the benches of the
accused.

I admit hnving committed all the erimes and ask the P'cl:lp]e*s
Court to take this into consideration when bringing judgment.

The President :
Pdl Justual

Pdl Justus : In my last plea 1 do not want to apologise and
do not want to try to reduce the serionsness of what [ have committed.
I have admitted, and admit now, that I have committed the crimes
of which I am accused. I would like to use the opportunity of
explaiining how 1 got into the camp of the enemies of the working
PEDP L

If I look back on my carecr, I see one common cause for all
the crimes which I committed, and that is my Trotskyite convie-
tions, Through Trotskyite literature, with the enemies of the com-
munist movement, through contact with international Trotskyite
leaders and through their influence, I myself became a sworn enemy
of the communist movement. My close on twenty years of political
activity are filled with the poison of Trotskyism. Already in the
'thirties I allied myself with various groups and factions which
fought against the communist movement then in illegality.

Through this fact T became a helper of the police even at
a time when I was not yet on organised agent, though shortly after,
this too happened, and that was in itself the gravest crime
against the Hungarian people.

I did oot discontinue my Trotskyite activities even when
Hitler started his predatory war against the Soviet Union, although
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at that time, during the years of war, this Trotskyite activity was
identical with actual help for Hitlerism.

After the Liberation I would have had the possibility radically
to break with my past and start a new life. I did not possess em‘mgh
strength and courage for this. However, the decisive factor in not
doing this was again that T adhered to my Trotskyite ideas. In con-
sequence of these ideas, I very soon became engaged in anti-demo-
cratic plans. Even after the Liberationl continued the illegal rearing
of Trotskyite cadres, I strived to place these cadres into important
posts of cultural and political hfe. During my journeyvs abroad
I slandered the Hungarian people’s democracy and its leaders.

I feel guilty of subversive activities aimed against the Hun-
garian people’s demaoeracy. I feel guilty of espionage committed for
the French secret service.

However, I committed the gravest crime in that onthe instructions
of the Yugoslav secret service and of the Yugoslav Minister of
Home Affairs Rankovieh in person, I peipetrated subwvervize acti-
vities and espionage against the Hungarian people’s demoecracy.
The fact in itself, that Rankovich’s agent on the occasion of my
organisation into the Yugoslav service made use of the compromising
data concerning my services for the Horthy police, this fact in
itself is — in my opinion — characteristic of the methods of Tito,
Rankovich and company. But I have to admit that even in that
case, Trotskyite ideas were those which made me suitable to

lay this role. On Rankovich's directives, my role was to unite the

rotskyites and other anti-democratic elements and, at the right
time, to place them at the disposal of Liszlé Rajk, that is to say,
the conspiratorial organisation of Rajk, for the purpose of the
overthrow of the Hungarian people’s democracy.

I can say that it was not from newipaper articles, but by
personal experience, from my personal contact with Rankovich's
special agents, that I learnt to know the chicef characteristics of the
Tito clique. From the contact with these agents [ learnt to know
their chauvinism kindled to white-heat, their haughtiness, hatred
and their fight against the Hungarian People’s Republic, the other
peoples’ demoeracies and the Soviet Union. I know by persomal
expe:ience that in this ﬁght I'.]'Jej" willingl}r serve American imperia-
lism and that American imperialism is assisting them. It is also a
personal experience of mine that they indiscriminately exploit
everyhody, every enemy of the people and make use of any means
against the peoples’ democracies, from slander to unlimited, unbrid-
led terror.
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This is in essence what I wanted to repeat in my last plea,
wishing to add that I sincercly repent and already frankly revealed
in the course of the investigation whatever I did, whatever I know
of this whole complex of problems.

I am fully aware that I cannot expect you to believe in my
sincerity, I know that I cannot make good with words what I com-
mitted in deeds. Therefore, my last plea is to be given the possi-
bility of repairing by any useful work performed for the benefit of
the Hungarian working people, at least in part, whatever 1 inflicted
upon them.

The President : Mr. Proseeutor, do you wish to say anything?

The People’s Prosecutor : 1 have nothing to say.

The President of the Court, Dr. Péter Jankd, then announces that
sentence will be pronounced on Saturday, September 24, at 9 a. m.
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THE VERDICT






The Special Council of the People’s Court possed sentence on
Saturday, September 24, 1949, in the case of Ldszlé Rojk and his
accomplices. The members of the Special Council entered the courtroom
lead by the President of the Council Dr. Péter Janké, at 945 a, m.

The Prestdent : 1 shall now announee the verdict passed by the
Special Council of the People’s Court, in the case of Laszlé ajk
and his aceomplices.

In the pame of the Hongarian People’s Republic!

In the case of Laszlé Rajk and his accomplices heard on the
L6th, 1Tth, 1%b, 20th, 21st and 220d day of September, 1949, the
Sp ecial Council of the Budapest Penp]e‘s Court, formed in accordapee
with Article 11 of Act VII. 1946, has passed the following

EENTENOE:

Whereas, the Special Council of the People’'s Court has found

the accused Lds:zlé Rejk (according to his birth certificate ;
Laszlé Rajk), 40 years of age, born in Székelyudvarhely, a resident
of Budapest, a llungarian eitizen, a schoolmaster, former Huugarian
Minister of Foreign Affairs, married, according to his own statement
without mecans, who has sinee May 30, 1949, been in police ﬂuﬁtqd}r.'
or under preliminary arrest, guilty of

a crime against the people, once and continuously committed as
defined in section 5 of Article 15 of the order on People’s Courts ;

the crime, once and continuously committed, defined in section
2 of Article 60, Act II1. 1930, and punishable under section 3, Article
6l ; and

the crime defined in section 1, Article 1 of Act VII 1946

the accused Lazar Brankov, 37 years of age, born in Stari
Becej, a resident of Budapest, a Yugoslav eitizen, formerly a Counsellor
of the Yugoslav Legation, single, according to his own statement
without means, who has sinee July 19, 1949, been in police cusmd}r_
or under preliminary arrest, guilly of

the crime, once and continuously committed, defined in
sections 1 and 3, Article 60 of Aet III. 1930, punishable under
section 3, Article 61 ; and
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the crime defined in section 1, Article 1 of Act VII. 1946, and.
within the meaning of section 2 of Article 69 of the Criminal Code,
as accessory to the crime of murder defined in Article 278 of t]:le
Criminal Code ;

the accused Dr. Tibor Szényi (prior to 1945 Tibor Hoffmann)
45 years of age, born in Budapest and a resident of Budapest, a Hun-
ganan citizen, a phyammu, married, according to his statement
without means, who has since May 18, 1949, been in police custody,
or under preliminary arrest, guilty of

the crime, once and continuously committed, defined in section
3 of Article 60 of Act IIL. 1930 ; and within the mearding of section
3 of Article 61 ; and

the crime, defined in section 1 of Article 1 of Act VII, 1946 ;

the accused Andrds Szalai (prior to 1945 Ervin Lindler)
32 years of age, born in Pécs and a resident of Budapest, a Hungarian
citizen, an official, married, according to his statement without
means, who has since May 18, 1949, been in police custody, or under
preliminary arrest, guilty of

a erime against the people, once and continuously committed,
defined in section 5 of Article 15 of the Order on People’s Courts

the crime, once and continuously committed, defined in
section 3 of Article 60 of Act IlIl. 1930; and punishable under
section 3 of Article 61; and

the crime defined in section 1 of Article 1 of Act VII 1946 ;

the accuzed Milan Ognjenovich, 33 years of age, born in Sarok
and a resident of Budapest, a Hungarian citizen, an official, married,
according to his statement without means, who has since July 3,
1949, been in police custody, or under preliminary arrest, guilty of

the erime, defined in section 3 of Article 60 of Act IIL. 1930 ;
and punishable under section 1 of Article 61 ;

the accused Pdl Justus, 44 years of age, born in Pées and a
resident of Budapest, a Hungarian citizen, former vice-chairman
of the Central News Ageney, married, ﬂcl::urding to his statement
without means, who has since June 18, 1949, been in police custody,
or under preliminary arrest, guilly of

a crime against the people, onece and continuously committed,
defined in section 5 of Article 15 of the Order on People’s Courts ;

the crime, once and continucusly committed, defined in section
3 of Article 60 of Act IIl. 1930 ; and punishable under section 3 of
Article 61 : and -
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the crime, defined in section 1 of Article 1 of Act VII. 1946.

Therefore, the S pecial Council of the Penplc s Court has decided,
as its main sentences, to sentence :

The accused Ldszlé Rajk, on the basis of Article 11 of the Order
on People’s Courts, of scction 3 of Article 61 of Act III. 1930, of
section 1 of Article 10 of Aet VII. 1946, of Article 96 of the Penal
Code and applying Article 90 of the Penal Code, to death, as full
gentence, —

The accused Lazar Brankov, on the basis of section 3 of Article
61 of Aet III. 1930, of section 1 of Article 10 of Act VII. 1946, of
Articles 278, 72, 66 and 96 of the Penal Code and applying Article
91 of the Penal Code, to imprisonment for life, as full sentence, —

The accused Dr. Tibor Szﬂnﬁ., on the basis of section 3 of
Article 61 of Act IIL. 1930, of section 1 of Article 10 of Act VIL. 1946
and Article 96 of the Penal Code and applying Article 90 of the
Penal Code, to death, as full sentence, —

The accused Andrds Szalai, on the basis of Article 11 of the Order
on People’s Courts, of section 3 of Article 61 of Act II1. 1930, of
section 1 of Article 10 of Act VIL. 1946 and Article 96 of the Penal
Code and applying Article 90 of the Penal Code, to death, as full

sentence, —

The accused Milan Ognjenovich, on the basis of section 1 of
Article 61 of Act III 1930 and applying Article 92 of the Penal Code,
to 9 (nine) years’ imprisonment, —

The accused Pdl Justus, on the basis of Article 11 of thﬂ Order
on People’s Courts, of section 3 of Article 61 of ActIII.1930, of section
1 of Article 10 of Act VII. 1946 and Article 96 of the Penal Code,
and applying Article 91 of the Penal Code, to imprisonment for life,
as full sentence, —

And in addition, the following secondary sentences :

The accused Ldszlé Rajk, Andrds Szalei and Pél Justus, on the
basis of Article 1 of the Order on People’s Courts, of Article 70 of
Act III. 1930 and of section 5 of Article 10 of Act VIL. 1946, the
accused Lazar Brankov, on the basis of Article 70 of Act III. 1930,
of section 5 of Article 10 of Act VII. 1946 and Article 289 of the
Penal Code, the accused Dr. Tibor S:zdnyt, on the basis of Article
70 of Act II1. 1930 and section 5 of Article 10 of Act VII. 1946, and
the aceused Milan Ognjenovich, on the basis of Article T0 of Act ITI.
1930 ; to be suspended for 10 years from the practice of their political
rights, to be suspended from the practice of their offices for the same
period, and to have their entire available property confiscated.
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The Special Council considers two months and two days of the
punishment of Lazar Brankev, two months and sixteen days of the
punishment of Milan Ognjenovich, three months and two days of the
punishment of Pal Justus, to have been served under police arrest,
and under remand in prison according to Article 94 of the Penal
Code and section 2 of Article 2 of Order II. on the People’s Courts.

The Special Coart states that it is not competent to hear the
charge against the accused Gyirgy Pdlffy and Béla Korondy. and
therefore separates their case, and directs it to the competent military
court. (Bp. 263. § Te. 111. §)

The accused Laszlé Rajk, Lazar Brankov, Dr. Tibor Szdnyi,
Andrés Szalai, Milan Ognjenovich and P4l Justus, are ordered to pay
to the State Treasury the costs in their entirety which have arisen
up to now,

The Special Court orders that after the sentence has become
absolute, it be delivered to the authorities, as defined in Article 52
of the Order on People’s Courts, to the Hungarian Mimister of Home
Affairs, to the Hungarian Minister of Defence, to the Hungarian
Minister of Trade, and, without regard toits legal foree, to the Buda-
pest Directorate of Finance.
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"LIST OF MEMBERS OF TIHNE PEOPLE'S
COURTY, THE PROSECUTOR AND MEMEERS
OF THE DEFENCE

President of the Court :

Dr. Péter Janké, Judge of the Supreme Court, President of the
Budapest People’s Court.

People's Judges :
Séandor Bares journalist,
Jozsef Czéh working peasant,

Mrs. Gyula Konta factory worker,
Lajos Simon leather worker,

People’s Prosecutor :

Dr, Gyula Alapi, President of the Budapest State Prosecutor’s
Office.

The Counsels for Defence :
Dr. Elek Kaszé, for Liszlé Rajk .
Dr. Istvin Kovies, for Gybrgy Palffy
Dr. Laszlé Névay, for Lazar Brankov
Dr. Gyorgy Csanidy, for Dr, Tibor Szdnyi
De. Jinos Somfai, for Andras Szalai
Dr. Emil Zarubai, for Milan Ognjenovich
Dr. Ferene Alics, for Béla Korondy
Dr. J6zsef Nehéz-Possony, for Pil Justus.
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LAWS AND ORDERS REFERRED To
IN THE INDICTMEANT IN THE CASFE OoF
LASZLO MAJK AND HIS ACCOMPLICES

I. Organisation or morvement aimed at the overthrow of the dermacratic
state order and the Republic.

Section 1 of Article 1 of Aet VII. 1946,

Whosoever shall commit an act, initiate or lead a movement
or organisation, or give substantial financial aid te such movement
or organisation aiming at the overthrow of the democratic order
of the State and of the Republic established by Aet L. of 1944,
shall be guilty of a erime and liable to punishment.

Il, Sedition (espionage).
1. Section 2 of Article 60 of Act ITL. 1930.

Whosoever makes public or communicates to an unauthorised
person or makes in some other way acecssible to an unauthorised
person such seerets having come into his possession or to his know-
ledge as a consequence of his public employment or position of
official trust or position arising from service or contract with the
authorities, shall be guilty of the crime of sedition and liable to be
punished with imprisonment up to five years.

2, Section 3 of Article 60 of Act III. 1930.

Whosoever publishes or communicates to an unauthorised
person or otherwise makes accessible to an unauthorised person
such secrets having come into his possession or knowledge other-
wise than defined in sections 1 and 2, if this act endangers the inter-
estz of the State, thall be guilty of the erime of sedition and liable
to be pumished with imPrisuument up to five years.

3. Section 3 of Article 61 of Act III. 1930,

The punishment for sedition as defined in Article 60 is death
if the act has been committed for the purpose mentioned and with
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the use of 2 position of civil servant or official aesignment, service
or contract with the authorities and the act has severely injured OF
endangered the interests of the State.

IlI, War crimes and crimes against the peaple.

1. Section 4 of Article 13 of Order No. 81/1945 M. E. given
legal force by Act VII. 1945,

Whosoever being a Hungarian citizen, joined the units of the
German army or security service (S5, Gestapo) is also therchy a
war criminal.

2. Section 5 of Article 10 of Order No. 1440/1945 M. E.
given legal force by Act VILI. 1945.

Whozoever acted ae an informer, or delivered data, to any
official organ, party or social organisation pursuing fascist or anti-
democratic aims or the persecution of certain social strata is guilty
of a erime against the people.

3. Section 5 of Article 11 of Order No. 81/1945 M. E. (Decree
No 1440/1945 M. E. Article 6.) given legal force by Article
VII. 1946.

Whosoever infringed the international laws governing the
treatment of the population of occupied territories or of prisoners
of war, or, abusing the power entrusted to him, committed eruel-
ties against the populations of retrieved territories, or was in general,
at home or abroad, the instigator, perpetrator or aceessory to the
unlawful execution or torture of persons, is also a war criminal.

IV. Instigation fo murder.

1. Article 278 of Aet V. 1878. the Criminal Code.

He who kills a person by premeditation, commits the crime
of murder and is to be punished with the death sentence.

2. Section 1 of Article 69 of Act V. 1878.

He who induces another person (instigator) to commit a crime
or infraction of the law, is an aceessory to the committed or attemp-
ted crime or infraction of the law.
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LIST OF FORFIGN PRESS CONRESPONDERNTS
PRESENT AT THE RAJK TRIAL

Soviet Union

Boris Polevej, Pravda (Moscow)
Nikoluj Pantuhin, TASS (Moscow)
Pavel Baranikov, TASS (Moscow)

Fjudﬂr Potemkin, Soviet Information Bureau
Czechoslovakia

Mikulas Ezrovic, Pravda (Bratislava)
Viedimir Koucki, Rudé¢ Prave (Prague)
Jan Trachta, CTK (Prague)

Bulgaria
Eduard Safir, Rabotnichesko Delo (Sofia)
Krum Bosev, BTA (Soha)
Georgi Pangelof, BTA (Sofia)

Rumamnia

Samfir Brumaru, Scanteia (Bucharest)
Leon Sarateanu, Romania Libera (Bucharest)
Ion Sloboda, Radiv Bucharest

Poland

Roman Jurys’, Trybuna Ludu (Warsaw)

Josef Cywiak, Agencia Robotnicza (Warsaw)

Miclav Bibrovski, PAP (Warsaw)

Henryk Werner, Prasa Wojskowa and Agencia Prasowa Infor-
macyjna (API, W:lriaw}

Maximillian Vergesslich, PAP (Warsaw)

Henryk Holland, Radio Warsaw

Italy

Ottavio Pastore, Unita (Roma)
Luca Trevisani, Unita (Milano)
Mareello Palumbo, Giornale della Sera (Roma)
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Belgium
Anne Vincent, Drapeau Rouge (Bruxelles)

France
Pierre Courtade, 'Humanité (Paris)
Frangois Lescure, 'Humanité (Paris)
Jean Baby, Démocratie Nouvelle (Paris)
Serge Karsky, Le Monde (Paris)
Madeleine Jacob, Libération (Paris)
Georges Heuzé, AFP (Pans)
L. Erdds, France Soir (Paris)

Germany

Frau Julius David, Allgemeiner Deutscher Nachrichtendienst
(Berlin)

Austria

(éza Reitmann Kunert, Volkstimme (Vienna)
Theodor Novak, Die Presse [Vienna}

Sweden
Olson Knut, Ny Dag (Stockholm)

Great Britain

Derek Kartun, Daily Worker (London)
Feter Fryer, Daily Worker (London)
Michael Burn, Times (London)

Wilfred Burchetr, Daily Express (London)
Peter Furst, Reuter (London)

U. 8. A,

Joseph Kingsbury Smith, International News Service
(New York)

- Richard Clark, United Press (New York)

Stephen White, New York Herald Tribune (Paris)

A. Marton, Associated Press (New Yurk)

George May, NANA (New York)

J. Sszatmdri, International News Service [Ncw York)
Mary Egger, Overseas News Agency (New York)

Spain
Arroyo Peres, Spanish Republican Press
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EXPLANATION OF LOCAL TERMS
OCCURRING IN THE TEXT

MEMOSz (Magyar Epitémunkasok Orszdgos Szovetsége) =
National Union of Hungarian Building Workers, (P. 36)

Uj-Lipéotvaros = Former name of a newer section of the fifth
district of Budapest. (P. 36)

Weiszhans Group = An anti-communist faction planted
in the labour movement by the Horthy police. (P. 46)

Pécspetri = A small village in North-Eastern Hungary, where,
in the spring of 1948, murdercrs, instigated by clerical reaction,
killed a policeman and attempted to incite the population against
the democratic regime. (P.72)

- Hungarian Froml = The union of anti-fascist HHungarian
demoeratic forces, established during the war in 1944 and led by
the Hungarian Communist Party. (P. 147)

MAORT = Hungarian-American 0Oil Co. (P. 152}

Kébinya = Tenth district of Budapest. (P. 207)

MAVAUT = Bus Communicativns of Hungarian State
Railways. (P. 221)

Hungarian Central News Agency (Magyar Kiizponti Hiradé) =
The Company including the Hungarian Radio and the Hungarian
Telegraph Agency (MTL) (P. 304)
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P. 25. line 20
P. 39. line 23

P. 41. line 29

!'t'

52. line 4

. 59, line 7
. 63, line 14
. 66, line 12
P. 76. line 25
P.270. line 11
P.274.line 4
P.275. line 11

H A

P, 275. line 12

P. 288. line 20

ERRATY

for Fran ois

for Vukmanovich
for Vukmanoyich
for Vukmanovieh

for ased
for spath

for insolated

for deployed
4

for show
for puklish

for Lieutenant-

for Colonel

for fraction
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read Francois

read Yukoma-
novich

read Vukoma-
novich

read Yukoma-
novich

read asked
read path
read isolated
read disposed
read shown
read publish

read Licutenant-
Colonel

read Lieutenant-
Colonel

read faction



